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PREFACE 


The Babbar Akali Movement forms a very isportant 
part of the history of the Panjab as well se of the Sikhs. 
It has, generally, been ignored upte now and har not received 
due attention and appreciation from historians ani research 
scholars. Wherever an attempt has been made to take up 
this subject, the treatment is inadequate, inaccurate and 
perfunctory. Facts about its genesis, organisational 
set-up, working ami impact are seantily known. Its aizs and 
achievements have not been comprehended even by the close 
associates and contemporaries who were actively involved in 
it. The Babdbars, in their own memoirs, seem to have over- 
emphasised the role of one or the other participant. At best, 
their approach has been subjective and they have sueceeded only 
in throwing lime-light on that part anid period of the movement 
which pertained mostly to their own locale and field of 
operation. 


In this regard £. Gurbdachan Singh's ‘Babbar Akali', 
E&. Sunder Singh Makhsuepuri's 'Babba . t, 
&. Labh Eingh Jassowal's ‘Sank 


and Sikhan Dian Be jurbanian' (Bahadurj-i-6 ikhan) (Mes.), 
&. Buta Singh's Babbar Akali Tehrjik (Mss.) anid S. Milkha Singh 
Nijjar's = Sangaresh (Mss.) reveal to us the lop-sided 


views of the authors and the glaring contradictions and 
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inaccuracies in the narration of facts. 


There is a lot of confusion about the name of the 
Place where the Babbar Axali Jatha was launched. There is 
also no unanimity about the names of the office-bearers of 
the Jatha. Even the genesis of the movement is shrouded 
in contradicticns. | 


The acquaintance cf the scholars with the movement, 
too, lacks in-depth study. This may be due to the paucity 
of the material available to them since nost of the literature, 
published during the third ani fourth decades of this century, 
was proscribed by the then Government. No doubt, some attempts 
have already been made to appraise the Babbar Axali sovement 
but no exclusive, thorough and firet-hand study has been 
attempted so far. It has been to.ched upon either at a 
tangent or only one or the other of its aspects has been 
dilated upon. 


Too much reliance on official records, too, has 
circumvented the utility of some of these works, because 
without referring to the literature in which the Babbars 
unfolded their aind and enunciated their objectives and means, 
no research, worth the name, could be conducted. Surprisingly 
enough, the research scholars have left the works cf the 


contemporaries, mostly, untapped. One could not exoect 
Di. Mohinder Singh in ‘The Axali Movement’ or Dr. Kamiesh Mohan 
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in ‘The Militant Natio:alism in the Panjab (1919-1935)' to 
give a detailed account of the movement as it formed only 
a part of their study. But she glaring inaccuracies 

in the crucial dates, names and places pertaining to the 


movement heve further warred she value of their works. 


Dr. Mohinder Singh in 'The Akali Movement’ maintains 
that the XIII Sikh Education Conference was held from 
March 19 to 24, 1921 at Hoshiarpur (p.114). The conference, 
however, actually took place from March 25 to 27, 1921. 
He also mentions that it was Karam Singh of Daulatpur 
who recited the poem, "Khanda Pa a labba 
Vangar" (p.117) at Mastuana, at the time of Nimani fair, 
in June 1921, whereas it was Kishan Singh Gargaj who 
attended the fair ani delivered a speceh bordering on militancy 
advocating the use of foree to liberate the Gurdvaras from 
the clutches of the Mahants. 


3}: | ik oe pac 4-7 


Moreover, the place where the Babbar Jatha was 
launched, has not been correctly mentioned by both the 
seholars. Dr. Kamlesh Mohan in 'The Militant Nationalism 
in the Panjab, (1919 te 1935)', has not paid much attention 
to the eorrectness of the dates, persons and places. The 
datee mentioning the arrests of Master Mota Singh and of 
Kishen fingh Gargaj are wrong. No date has been given as 
to when Bishen Singh, Zailder of Rani Thua, wae murdered. 
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The birth place of Bachan Singh has been shown in Jullundur 
District, whereas his native place Loha Khera is near 
Longowal, District Sangrur. (see map iii). 


No doubt, this movement was eonfined to one part 
of the pre-Independence Panjab, its duraticn was ehecrt and it was 
crushed by the bureaucracy with an iron hand. Even then, the 
research seholars sh: uld not have failed to sift the grain 
from the chaff. Ite role in the Gurdwara Reform Movement, 
surprisingly, has not been properly proucht into limelight. 
The work of the movegent in preparing grassroct-level workers 
for the Akali Dal as well az building a base for the Indian 
National Congress by the Chakarvartis and Babbar Akalis during 
their itineraries has not received proper attention. Significantly, 
the movement was the first of its kind during the recent 
period and wae the true inheritcr of the militancy that formed 
the core cf the 15th century Sikh Movement. In the history 
of the Panjab its religio-politieal character marks it as a 
liberation movement. The nature of the movement, its role 
ari impaet have also not received the due eonsi‘ier :tion, whieh 
it legitimately demanded. Perhaps, all this hapnened as no 
serious effort was made to un@arth and make use of the 


primary scurces available in Panjabi language. 


A sincere effort has been made, in this study, to 
bring to light facts concerning the Movement by unearthing 
the relevant material from the files of Panjabi Magasines, 
Journals and Newspapers pertaining to the Babbar Akali Movement, 
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which hitherto had remained almost unnotieed and untapped. 

The letters cf Kishan Singh Gargaj and the voems of main 

leaders of the movement, shedding floodlizht on the sins 

and ideology of the movement have been weed critically and 
analyticai.y for the first time. This souiree material has 
helped me to set right some cf the wrongly held notions 

about its nature, aims and achievements. Its link with 

other contemporary and nearecontemsporary sovements has also 

been discussed. I have tried to discuss afresh, the nature 

of ites link with the Ghadr Movement as ell as the Akali Movement. 
Its similarity with the Ghadr mowemen’ is very thin, whereas 

its diesimilarity with the Axali movement if very eguperficial. 

It was also quite different from the other rilitant movenents 

in the sense that it derived inspir:tion from religion. The 
leaders of the Babvar A«ali movement left their hearths ami homes 
at a time when the Gurdwara Reform movement was passing through 
a erisis. Their patience wae exhausted and they wielded the 
sword to settle their scores with the enemies of the Panth. The 
might of the British made them realise that the Gurdwaras 

could be liberated only if the country was liberated. Cfo, they 
included the emancipation of the country among their objectives, 
This awareness changed the complexion of the Babbar Akali 
movement; it played a queer role in the history and provided a 
vit:lising force to the Akali movement as well as the Indian 
National Movement. I have tried to tring all these factors into 
a proper perspective anid have thus attempted to weave all strands 
afresh to make it an integrated acccunt stating its origin 
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development as well as the efreumstances of the figsling 
out of the movement. 


In the planning, preparation and commletion of this 
work, I owe my deep gratitude to my Suverviscr, Dr. Barnam 
Eingh Shan, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Professor ani Chairman, 
Department of Guru Nana« Sikh Studies, Panjab University, 
Chandigarh. His vast knowledge, waried experience, profound 
Le rning and insight into Bikh Hi:tory and literature eto. 
has always spurred and helved me to carry on the work with 
unbated seal. But for his consistent guidance and help, it 
would have been impossible for me to round off some of the 
angularities of the predecessors in the field and present this 
thesis from a modern, scientific, healthy and wholesome point 
of view. 


My sincerest thanks are also due to Professor Hari 
Fam Gupta, a dcyen among historians. His lifeelong devotion 
to the history of the Panjab as well as that of the Sikhs has 
enabled him to gain tha’ exactness in the comprehension of the 
movements whieh is rare. His valuable suggestions have, 


therefore, enhanced the value of the thesis. 


I am also thankful to Dr. Indu Banga, Professor of 
History, Guru Nanak Dev Univer ity, Amritsar; D:. Devinder Singh 
Vidyarthi, Incharge Sikh History Researeh Department, Kha.sa 
College, Amritsar; &. Balbir Singh, Librarian, Sikh Reference 
Livrary, Amritsar and ©. Kirpal Singh, Head, Guru Nanak Dev 
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University Library, Amriteer who extended their whole-heurted 
cooreration in locating and tapping the source material. 


My thanks arc also due to Dr. Kirpal Singh of the 
Department of History, Profecsor Harbans Singh, Editor-in-Chief, 
Encyclopaedia of Sikhism and Dr. X.L.Mittal, Chief Librarian, 
Panjabi University, Patiala; &. Bhagat Singh Bilga, “ecretary, 
Desh Bhagat Yadgar Library, Jullundur; Dr. Rajesh Kumar 
Perti,Director, National Archives cf Indis and Professor 
Ravinder Sumar, Director ani Shri £.%. Bhatnagar, Assistan:s 
Librarian of Nehru Memorial Museun ani Library, New Debkhi. 
They proved extremely helnful in maxing available to me the 
much waluable record whieh wae with them in their personal 
capacity or in the institutions whieh are being run under their 


stewnrdship. 


Menti-n mu: t be made of Sardarni Pritam Kaur, 
Headwistress, &ikh Kanya Maha Vidyalaya, Ferozepur City te whom 
I owe a speeial debt of gratitwie for placing the most valuable 
and rare record °of Bhai Takhat Singh Library at my disposal 
(The entire record has deen asnifted permanently to the Panjabi 
University, Patiala, since 29th May,1983). 


Last but not least, I am deeply indebted to the living 
Babbars such as &. Buta Singh, ©. Milkha fingh, ©. Kartar Singh 
an? ©, Bakhshish Singh of Pindori Nijjaran; &. Hardit Singh 
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of Jasscwal, §. Shiv Singh of Harisur and &.Surain Singh 
of Daulatour for their franx amd forthright replies to my 
queries enabling me thereby to know and assess the true 


eharacter of the movement. 


Spnctann Lith 
April 23, 1984. ( Gureharan &ingh ) 
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43 Babbar Movenent Doaba (with an explanatory note). 
Ze Babbar Movement in CentraleWeatern Panjab. 
3. Babbar Activities in Cis-Sutlej area (Malwa). 


B. Il lus tra tions 


(1) Photos of Babbar Axalis 

1. Babbar Martyrs on 27th February,1926. 

2 Mastor Mota ‘ingh of Patara (Jullundur). 

3. §, Kishan Singh Gargaj of Birring (Jullundur). 
h, S,Karem Singh cf Daulatpur (Jullundur). 

5, &. Funder fingh cf Makhsuspur (Hoshiarpur). 

6. &. Wand Singh of Ghurial (Jullundur). 

7° € .Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur (Hoshiarpur). 

8. S, Hardit Singh cf Jassowal (Hoshiarpur). 

9. S,Karam Singh of Haripur (Jullundur). 
10. S. Harbans Singh of Sirhala dhurad (Hoshiarpur). 
41. S.Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
12. &,Kartar €ingh of Chak Kalan (Jullundur). 
43% &. Kartar Singh of Jaspalon (Ludhiana). 
4%, © .Miliha Singh of Pinderi Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
15. © .Karter Eingh of Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
16. ©, &urain Singh cf Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
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17, &. Wjagegar fingh of Pannahali (Hoshiarpur). 


(11) Pietures of Significant Places/Embleus 


1. Gurdwara Chaunta Sahib at Babeli. 
2 Emblem of Yug Paltau Dal. 
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BABBAR MARTYRS 
2.1 FEBRUARY 1926 


S. KISHEN SINGH GARGAJ, S.DALIP SINGH, 


S.NAND SINGH. S. KARAM _ SINGH. 
BABU SANTA SINGH, S.DHARAM SINGH. 
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(Illu: tration of Map No. i) 


District Hoshiarpur 


Il. Tehsil Hoshiarpurt (1) Zian (2) Chabbewal (3) Hoshiarpur 
(4) SAngriwale (5) Nasrale (6) Mundial (7) Rajowal (8) Rehsival 
(9) Kahird (1C) Sahiri (11) Pindorid Bibi (12) E&ham Chaurasi 
(13) Manda Chaur (14) Dhamian (15) Pindord Mahtaman (1¢) Sherpur 
Pukhta (17) Sandhara (18) Bulhowal (19) Dhadda Fateh Singh 
(20) Pindori Mahal (21) Kotli Bawa Dass (22) Ambala (23) Dhurgga 
(24) Gardhiwala (?&) Hariana. 


III. Tehsil Garhshanker: (1) Baddon (2) Burro Barrian 
(3) Gondpur (4) Mahelpur (5) Pindor4 Ganga Singh (6) Sirhala 
Kalan (7) Sirhala Xhurad (58) Dnada Kalan (9) Makhsuspur 
(1C) Mannanbane (11) Kot Fatuhi (12) Behbaloaur (13) Moranwali 
(14) Akalgerh (15) Basiala (16) Gerhshankar (17) Chela 
(18) Shaila Khuracd (19) Mehngarwal Doabe (20) Jassowal 
(21) Dansiwal (2°) Langeri (723) Fatehpur Xothi (24) Jandcoli 
(25) Bahowal (26) Achalpur (°7) Xhanpur Xulewal (28) Chak 
Sangha (29) Samandra (3C) Hurki Khas (31) Kanmgarh Jhuggian 
(3°) Kakar Magare. 

strict Jullundur? 
I. tehsil Jullundurt- (1) Jamser (2) Kukar Pind (3) Knusropur 
(4) Pragpur (5) Birring (6) Dhanowali (7) Talhan (3) Kotli Than 
Singh (%) Mehdipur (10) G»uridial (11) Manko (12) Kandhola 
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(13) Dumunda (14) Haripar (15) Patara (16) Bisrampur 

(17) Bhojowal (18) Nangal Shamvan (19) Jauhal (2C) Bolina 
(21) Hasara (2°) Jandu Singha (23) Adampur (24) Khuradpur 
(25) Kuther (26) Munder (27) Massanian (28) Pindori 

Nijjaran (29) Dingrian (30) Manak Rai (31) Sangaranuali 

(32) Bhogpur Sirowal (33) dighanpura (34) Kala Balra 

(35) Sangowal (36) Alawalour (37) Daulatpur (33) Sikandarpur 
(39) Dhogrid (40) Suraeun-Nissi (41) Randhawa Magandan 

(42) Raepar Hasulpar (43) Hal. 


Ii. Tehsid. Nakodart (1) Nakedar (2) Earinh (3) Shankar 


Ill. Tehsil Pogjllaurs (1) Jandiala (2) Samranwan (3) Bundala 
(4) Rurka Kalan (5) Piddi Khalsa (6) Apre (7) Priliaur 
(8) Bilga. 

Iv. Teheil Nawanshehar: (1) Rahcon (2) Nawaneshehar (3) Muszara 
Kalan (Musare Babbaran) (4) Jadla (5) Daulatpur (6) Phakrudi 
(Kishanours) (7) Langroa (3) Haneron (9) Nehlon (1C) Mahal 
Gehla (11) Thandian (12) Bains (13) Banga (1%) Gosaal 
(15) Knan Shannan (16) Jhingar (17) Gobindpur (18) Kangraur 
(19) Mangat (2C) Sundh (21) Lalhpur (22) Bika (23) Mandhali. 


J, Teheil Sultanpur Lodhi - - « «- - 
Il. Tehsil Kapurthalas- (1) Bona Rai (2) Dhaliwal. 


IiI. Tehsil Phagwarat (1) Naheru (7) Phagwara (3) Hardaspur 
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(4) Chaheru (5) Khajurale (6) Buhani (7) Babeli (8) Domeli 

(9) Bhubia:a (10) Narur (11) Panshet (12) Manak (13) Sangatpar 
(44) Lakhpur (15) Sahni (16) Ohandeli (17) Ranipur Thua 

(13) Madhopur (19) Plahi (2C) Bhulle Rai. 
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16 
(iv) GLOSSARY 


Akali A member cf the Akali or Nihang order of the 
Filhs, literally means an immortal 


Akali Party A religio-political party of the Eikhs which 
came on the scene when the Gurdwara Keform 
Movement was started. Since then it has 
dominated the Sikh affairs —religious as 
well as political. 


Axal Takhat Throne of the Immortal. In ‘ikh history it 
signifies the Sikh shrine at Amritsar, 
where decisione of temporal significance, 
eoneerning the Sikh commnity, are taken. 


Akhand Path Uninterrupted reeitaticn of the Scriptures 
Akhbar Rewspaper 


Asrit Nectar; the Holy water prepared with double- 


eiged sword while Five Banis are being 
recited; also called ‘Khande ka Pahul' 


Awritdhari A sikh baptised with the double-edged sword 
following the Sikh eode of conduct 


Apil Appeal 


Ardasa A prayer in the form of a pledge, recited to 
accomplish a particular task 


Babbar Lions as brave as @ lion 


Babbar Akali An Akali capable cf showing course at the cost 
of his life; also a terrorist movement launched 
- Dy a group of Akalis with its stronghold in the 


Doaba Bist Jullandur in 192162? 


Bagawat Rebellion 
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Bani fFaered Seriptures 
Bania Trader 
Bar Arid soil. In the history of the Panjab 


the term wat aprlied to the dry, uncultivated 
and virgin soil in she districts of Lyallpur, 
Jhang ani Montgomery which turned out to 

be very fertile with the opening cf aa Bari 


Deab Canale. 
Bhai Literally a brother; also a title of 
respectability and sanctity among the Sixhs. 
Bhora An under-ground rooms or cave 


Biradari Brotherhood 
Chakarvarti A roving group 


Jatha 

Chhand A meter, a messure in poetry 

Chubara An attic, wver storey of a houra 

Dalil Argunent 

Diwan Reli ious congregation; also used as the name 
of Sikh associations 

Deab A territory lying between two rivers; 


particularly dencting the track of land 
between the Sutiej ani the Beas, consisting 
of the districts of Kapurthala, * Jullandur 
and Hoshiarpur. 


Feringhee Foreigner; in the text it refer: to the British 


Ghadar Traitor 

Ghadr Revolt 

Granthi A reader of the Sikh ecriptures 

Gurbani Word of the Guru, compiled in the Adi Granth of 
the fixhe 

Gurma ta A decision taken by the ikh congregations 


after passing a resolution in the presence 
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 
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Panjabi seript 


Guru Granth Sahib: Sacred scripture of the f ikhs 


Kartal 
Haveli 


Roli 
Haqaa 
Jathe 


Jathedar 
Jholichuck 
Kala Paani 
Kandhi 
Karah Parsa? 


Kranti 
Keshas 
Kutiya 
Lambardar 


Lehar 


Mahant 
Majha 


Malwa 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


Strike 

Tenement or mansion: in the text it stands 
for a spacious place usually used as an 
animal enelosure 

Festival ofcolours 

fmoking pipe ,hubble bubble 


A group of the followers properly org2nised 
under the comrand of a leader 


A group leader or president 
Toady; sycophant 
Depor tation 


Eubemontane region 

Holy communion or the sacred sweetened food 
made of flour, ghee and sugar invariably 
distributed among the fikh fFangat or assembly 
in the Sikh shrines 

Revolution 

Unshorn hair 

Hut or hermitage; cottage 

A village headman responsible for the 
collection of land revenue; also an assistant 
to the governaent officials, especially of 
the revenue and police departments 

Movement 

Priest cr trustee of a religious shrine 


Central Panjab, specificaliy the districts 
ef Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Lahore am 
Guj jaranwsala 


Land of the Maloie ~ scuthern Panjab 
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Manji Sahib A cot upon which Guru Granth Sahib is placed 
for recitation, it also signifies ani 
fenctes a puloit or hall where the Sikhs 
arsemble to discuss their scelo-religio-e 
politicsl questicns in the diwans in the 
proximity of the Golden Temple, Amritsar. 


Morcha Oven confrontation with those in authority 
Nimani Popular Hindu festival which comes off 
| in June every yesr 
NiteNem Daily reeitation of the Seriptures 
obligatory for the Sikhs 
Pahul Baptism 
Panth The entire Sikh cormunity 


Panth Rattan Jewel of the Sikh community 


Parkarma Precincts 

Patit Renegade 

Patwari A village aecounteant or a revenue official 
Premi Devotee 

Rehat Maryada Code of Conduct 

Sabhap2 ti Chairman; President 

Sarope Robe of honour, conferred on an individual 


for the significant services towards 
the community as well as humanity 


tea A diwan held in memory of the martyrs 
ela 


Sarbrah The manager or custcdian 
fewak Disciple 

Shabad A song from scriptures 

Sufed Posh A semieofficial with bourgeois 


mentality in the rural areas, helping the 
government in administration; his job was 
honorary bus he enjoved many primi.eges during 
the Britisch Rule 
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Vakil Counsel 


Zaildar A headman of a groun of villages performing 
duties helpful to the government. 


Zafurnasa An epistle of vietory; it was a letter 
written by Guru Gobind Eingh to Emperor 
Aurangzeb from a village Dina, it was 
in Persian and was a beld presentation of 
his ease in which he ju: tified the resort 
to arms. 
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BACKGH OUND 


Sikhism founded by Cura Nanak (1469-1539), during the :ixteenth 
century, had attained a distinet identity and individuality 

by the time of Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708). It was an 

organic growth — developing reund the Guru, the Word of the 
Guru and the abode of the Cura. ' The Sikhs made every 
conceivable sacrifice to assert their existence and guard the 
honour of their tripodal structure. The longedrawn cut strugzle 
of the Sikhs during the 18th century made them masters of the 
land where many a time they were declared out-laws.’ In Ranjit 
Singh, the longing for political supremacy, nurtured by the 

Dal Khalsa in the 18th century, fructified. He endeavoured to 
set un a Panjabi State, called Sarkar Khalsaji, which, however, 
could not last long. Whereas the Sikh rule brought wealth to the 
historic £ikh shrines, called, Curdwaras, as a reeult of big 
land endowments, it also ehanged the life-style of the Sikh 


1. Sahni, Ruohi Ram, Struggle for Reform in Sikh Shrines, 
Amritsar,1°965, pel. 


2. The Proclamations of the Governors of Lahore, Khan Bahadur 
Z Khan (1726-45) and Muineul-Mulk, popularly known as 
Mir Mannu (17+8-53) concisely illustrate this. 


3. Shushwant Singh, A History of :he Sikhs, Vol.II, Princeton, 166, 
p09. 
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priests. The introduction of rites and rituals, ceremonial 
and demonstrative practices had put the hands of the clock 
back and this, thoroughiy, brainewsehed the Sikh ruling class." 
Ranjit Singh's death on Jane 27,1839 created a big void.” The 
British who had been moving calcuwlatingly ani strategicaliy 
towards the Panjab, conquered and annexed it on March 29,1849. 


The anarchy, preceding the annexation and the bloody 
wars had stifled the will of the Sikhs and they failed to 
resist the annexation of their Kingdom. It was Bhai Maharaj 
Eingh whe carried on the struggle single-handed. He planned 
to take away Maharaja Dalip Singh from Lahore Fort and start 
the freedom struggle in the Bist Jullundur Doeab in his name. 
But he was caught unaware in an enciosure near Adampur on the 
basis of informaticn given by a Muslim informer to Mr. Vansittart, 
the then, Deputy Commissioner of Jullundur, leading to his 
deportation to Singapore where he died on July 7,1856.° The 
defeat of the EFikhs was catastrophic. They ‘lost not only 


&. Khushwant Singh in his Foreword to Barrier ae Tra Sikhs 


and their Sacred Literature, New Delhi, 19/0, p.i. 

5. “wa ie Singh, A Hise of Sikhs, Vol.II, op cite, 
Pe Se 

6. 
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the hone but .2le0 the desire of resistance.!” Ae a reftult, 

the people of the Panjab eculd not contribute significantly 

to the uprising of 1857. A few cf the Sikh soldiers alongwith 
a 'ikh Brigadier were, no doubt, hanged at Amritsar .° At Kopar, 
Bhai Mohar Singh proclaimed Ahalsa Raj; at Sialkot, Panjabi 
Police raised a banner of revolt and even its surrounding 


villages did nct lag behind.” 


The consequences cf the loss of sovereignty vere 
multi-dimensional and the socio-religious structure received 
a severe set-back. The defeated Khalsa lost vigilance of its 
sacred shrines. '° The Mahants started ignoring the tenets and 
practices, characteristic of Sikhism. The number cf Sikh voter ies 
hai also fallen off. A large number of Hindus who had adopted 
the symbols and practices of the Khalea, deserted in thousands 
like rats forgaking the sinking ship. The Sikh citadel was 
under heavy fire from the British nissionarier as vell as 
from the Brahminical Hinduism. It was not surprising, therefore, 


Ve Manchester Guardian, July 31,1856, Quoted in Malik, 
. ; The Panjad aa tha Indian Ap eti (an article 
contributed to the Journal mdiian Hy : 


op cit. » P XX 


Je Parliament Paper 230 nad Hed i Quoted in Fauja Singh 
who’ of Panja om Fup 8, Patiala,1972, p XIV. 


10. Sahni, Ruchi Ram, Etr e for Re | Sikh Shr 
OD Cite, pG. 
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that Lord Dalhcusie and Sir George Kussel Clerk visualised 
the disaprexrance cf the Sikhs with the close of nineteenth 
century.’ Undoubtedly, the Sikhs were enmeshed in forces 
which threatened their eistence and their decline seemed visible. '@ 


Political defeat brought religio1s decadence in its wake. 


In this hcur cf lassitude in the ‘ikh faith, a challenge 

came from Baba Dyal (1783-1854), a foinder cf the Nirankari 
Sect. He opposed idol worship ant preached marriage reform. 
This tratition wae elaborated by the Kukas under Baba Ram &ingh. 
He dencunced the influence of the Brahmins and Muslim Fakirs 
on the Sikhe and vehemently condemned the Sodhia anid Bedis who 
rot themselves worshipoed. The Kukas soon moved towards more 
militant reforms. On Baisaknhi day, in 1357, Baba Ham Singh 


administered 'Pahul' to the Sikhs in his village, Bhaini’>, and 
created 22 centres in different parts of the country. The 
Comissicner of Ambala Division in his report to the Panjab 
Government on September 11,1866 stated that “sooner or later 
Kukas will take recoirse to arms against us. <A martial nation 
which is at pains to regain its lost freedom will naturaily 
realise th2t political freedom is the natural sequel to religious 
revival", The British smelt a rat in this religious ani social 


12. Major Re Leech, Notes on the Fe or | Sikh J al OtF ‘ 
Sects inhabitins the Punjab, quoted in Sarr or, HG, in The 
. ikhs and their ns © Led, aE rat. PS op.cit., p XVIII) e 


13. Bhaini, a a in the district of Lidhiana has been the 
heaiquarter of the Kukas. 
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movement and took no time to suppress it ruthlessly. 


In 1871 the Kukas held a conference at Khote us and 


some recalcitrant Kuka leaders, despite Baba Ram Singh's 
exhertations, attacked the butchers at Amritsar on June 14,1871 
and at Raiket on 15th July,1371. Baba Ram Singh was held 
responsible for this eutrage ani his movements were restricted. 
But the Kuka intransigency could not be stemmed. Again some 
zealots attacked Malerictla on January 15, 1872 and «iiled 
Kotwal Ahmedkhan ani 7 sepo a0 Fixty eight Kukas were captured 
near the village Rar, 49 of whom were blown up with guns on 
January 17 under the orders cf Mr. L.Cowan, Deputy Com zlesioner 
of Lidhiana, while one boy war slaughtered to pieces. Next 

day th2 remaining 16 were got blown uo by the ordere of T.D. 
Forsythe, Commissioner, Ambala Division. Only 2 Kukea women were 
spared. Baba Ram Singh was deported to Rangoon where he died 

on 29th November, 1894. | 


Despite these movements, the discrimination against 


the Sikhe of lower ecsstes continued and Brahminical Hinduism 


16 Nonetheless gro indwork 


17 


entrenched iteelf in the Sikh shrines. 


for the Sikh resurgence had been prepared. 


14, Khote is a village in District Faridixot, now. It was, then, 
in Ferozepur Dirtrict. 


15, Lal Singh, Punjab Di Vir Parampara, Patiala,1971,p.187. 
16. Khushwant Singh, A History cf Sikhs, op.cit., Vol.II,p.136. 


17. Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, Punjabi Guba, Delni,1970, p.7. 
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The amergence cf the Singh Sabha movement was the next 
notable develonment which created soelio-cultural awareness and 
religious awakening amone the fikhs. The proselytising 
activities cf the Christian missionaries culminating in the 
proclaimed intenticn of four Sikh pupils namely Aya Singh, 

Attar Singh, Sadhu Singh and Santokh Singh of the Amritsar 

Mission School, of renc:necing their faith in fsvour of 
Christianity in 1873/8 as weil as the anti-Sikh specehes of 

Hindu propagandists like Pandit Sharda Ram Philiauri inside 

the limits of Darbar Eahib, Amritsar sent a wave of shoek among 

the Sikhs. It was under these disquieting circumstances that 

the first Singh Sabha was founded at Amritsar on October 1, 1873. ’? 
It was duly registered under the name of Sri Guru Singh Sabha, 

vide Act XXI of 1860. The Sabha stood for the love of religion 
among the Sikhs, advocated the propagation of Sikhism and Panjabi 
and serupulously avoided and evaded polities] issues.-° Its 
importent members were Sardar Thakur Singh fandhanwalia, Baba 
Khem Singh Bedi cf Kullar and Kanwar Bikras Singh of Kapurthala. 


21 


Giani Gian Singh was its Fecretary. But it soon fell a prey 


to dissensions due to the conservative ideology of some of ite 


Leading members. 


18. Harbans Singh, Ihe Heritage of the Sikhs, Delhi, 1983, p.?232. 

19. Teja Singh, Essays in & oa Repreebt Met bag te 
Also vide, ‘I om eon the Ai : 

Ate Dependencies for 1897-28, 
ba in Dhilion, Gurdarshes | DAC 

the : ngh Sabha Movement iis tor of the Pan: Ds 


20. Jagjit Singh ani Harbans Singh, Singh Sabha Lehar, Tarantarn, 
1963» pp .1 31 os 
21. Daljeet Singh, Singh Sabha Da Modhi, Amritsar,1951,p.13. 
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The Lahore fingh Sabh. was founded on November 2, 1879, 
Ite leading lights were Bhai Jawahar fingh, Bhai Dit Singh 
art Bhai Maiya Singh. This Sabha fousht on two fronts. It 
raised its voice agzsinst the conservative Sikh leaders on the 
one hami ani on the other hand it eountered the activities 
of the Christian missionaries as weli as the onslaught of the 
Arya Samajists. In its two fold programme it gave a crushing 
blow to the gurudom ani caate syetem as weli. The number 
of the Sabdhas rese to 120 in 189:. The rapid inerease in 
the number of Singh Sabhas led to the founding of the General 
Sabha at Amritsar in 1980 whieh develoved into Khalsa Diwan, 
Amitcar, on April 11, 1893.°° But this bedy too, from its 
very inception, was torn by internal dissensicns, and the tussle for 
su remacy between the Amritser and the Lahore »carties wreexed it. 
This led to the formation cf an independent Ahalsa Diwan at 
Lahore in 1886. The leaders of the Lahore Divan were progres: ive 
where as the Amritsar Diwan was the stronghold of the conservative 
elements — mainly the aristocrate and Mahantse. The latter 
failed to aporeciate the wind tha: was blowing to restore Sikhism 
tc ite pristine glory. Nonetheless during this reriod, the 
Sikhs were able to co-overate despite mutual acrisony and 
disrensions an? established Khalsa College, Amritrar on 
March 5,189. 

The Eingh Sabha novement played its historic role by 
exynosing the evils which had cre 2t into the social and 


a} LS & Col J " is 


a we 


eee Ganda Singh, A His 
1%9,pe3. 
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religious life of the “ikhe. It reclaimed Sikhism from "a state 
of utter ossification anil inertia ani articulated the inner urge 
of Sikhism for reform and gave it a decisive direction" 73 It 
not only ehecked the relapse of the Sikhs into Hinduise but also 
retaliated by carrying proselytising activities i:to the Hindu 
camp. A large number cf the Hindus were baptised and the Sikh 
population which was 17,06,165 in 1881 rose to 21,02,896 in 1901 
and never dwindled apaanece Thus the Singh Sabha acvement 
proved to be the elan vitsl in the regeneration of the Sikh 


9 
eoceiety. 3 


The body which undertook several functions of the Singh 
Sabha was formed in 19C? and was called Chief Ahalsa Diwan. It 
paved the way for National Revival by its inpact on society, 
eluention ani religion. Thcugh it toed the line of the rulers, 
yet it always tried to bring the Sikh grievances to their notice. 
The eontribution of the Chief Khalsa Diwan cannot be undere-ertimated. 
It spearhesded the sovement to osen colleges ani echools 
throughout the Etate. The Sikh Education Conference wus its 
armual feature since 1908 and it was able to add every year one 


High School.” The Kalsa *raet Society brought out literature 


23. Rarbans Singh, Her @ of the & » Bombay, 1964, p.1%6. 


o% . Khushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, on.cit., Vol.II,p.1%6. 
7S, Harbans Singh, Beritege of the Sikhs, New Delhi,1983, p.232. 


26. Sahni, Huchi Fam, Strugg) 
Decte 
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of good merit. The polemie variety of the tracts furthered the 
cause of the Sikh religion by attacking its virulent opponents. 
Daring this neriod, Sikhiem showed signs of new stirring’. The 
Sikhs were now coming under the spell of the Neo-Gikhs who 

were insisting on separation from Hinduism and advocated masse 
reclamation of low-easte Sikh converts to Hinduism, Islas 

ani Christianity. The Chief Khalsa Diwan also demanded 

reform of the gurdwaras. The Mahants of the Gikh shrines 

showed seanty respect for distinct sysbol or theology.” They 
treated these places as their private property retaining the 
idols of Hindu gods, goddesses, paramours and their pornographic 
postures, The situation warranted drastic reform but the Chief 
Khalsa Diwan failed to take a strong stand. Even then the 
Mahants considered this bedy too progressive where as to the 
Neo-Bikhs 1t was too conservative ani equivocating on key ifsues 
and hence was unable to lead the Sikhs. Nonetheless the movement 
proved fatal to the eontinued existence of théerthodox Sikhs 
observing Hindu practices and rituals.-? In 1905 the idols 
were removed from the preecinets of the Golden Temple, Amritsar. 
A movement of religious revival was evident as a sort of defence 


mechaniss against the onslaught of the external pressure. The 


27 6 Barrier, N.G., The Sikhs and Their Eacred Literature, Delni, 
1970, pexxii. 


28. Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, Punjabi Suba, op.cit., p.55. 
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Governvrent of Inilia though admired the Sikhs for their br::very 
an? religion ani helced the “ikhs in their struggle by making 
the observance of the Khalsa tradition compulscry for the 

Sikh soldiers an* civil servants.” Yet 1t dreaded the 
prospects of TateKhalsa Party (Neo-fikhe) ever obtaining the 
porsersion of the Golden Temple. Ewen the bonafides of 
moderates and loyalist: like Bhai Vir Singh, Sardar Tirloehan 
Fingh, Bhai Jodh Singh and Eardar Sunder Singh Majithia were 
suspected .-° It felt that the Neo-Sikh Party was suffering 
from a “wind in the he2d". Thus the imaginary fear led the 
Panjab Government to support che Mahants. The shift from 

taeit approval of the Sikh reformers, to active support for 
their opponents set the stage for intense conflict. Hcwever, 
when the elreumstanees took a dramatic turn in 1921, the British 
found themselves facing not the moderate Chief Khalsa biwan, 

but the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbanidhak Committee ani its wilitant 
auxiliary, the Akali Dal." 


When the Sikhs were thus surging with life «nd were 
impatient at the socio-religious phenomenon, on economic front 


they were not less unhanvy. The Panjab Government introduced a 


29, Rahul Singh, 4 


30. D Petrie, Me BOTandaum on £08 i pus SEs § Deve LODMONGE Afi £3 cane 
| s ry P rhe Ln@ FPUNnjasS Pass an FSF eC} FOLeL Vs, 
SOct. 1970 —p. 3316) 


31. Barrier, RG og 
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bill which affected the newly cclonised lands, opened by the 
canals, Thies cfreumvented the rights of the veasants as well 

a: vrovided fer higher rates of assegsment in Rawalpindi District 
and higher water rates on Bari Doab eanalis. This led to a 

grave discontent among the Jat Sikhs and maie the Panjab a 
fertile soil for revolutionary seed. The nationalist 

leaiers like Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh made the peasantry 
politically eonectcuss: The meetings were held at Lahore, 
Rawslpindi, Amritsar and Lyalipur.?" 


"Pagri Sambhal 0 Jatta, Pagri Sambhal Oea’, composed by 
Banke Dyal, pitehed the movement firmly. 


The soule-stirring song 


The etudentse of the Khalsa College at Amritsar staged 
a hostile demonstration at the farewel visit of the outgoing 
Lieutenant Governor, Sir Charles Hivasz. The disaffection 
infiltrated into the ranke of the army as well. The Punja. 
Government, cf Sir Denzil Ibbetson saw in these hapveningse an 
ireipient rebellion.?° The authorities were alarmed ag the agitstion 
wat tainly confined to the districts cf 8ikh predominance. Though 
mary leaders were arrested end 5. Ajit Singh and Lala Lajpat Rai 
were deperted to Burms yet the sovement could not be stumped out till 


VoL.II, on.cit.,p.157. 


uniab Disturbaneesof 1907( vide The 
1@&, iOel, % r 36 9 Pe 5 3-83). 


34. Khushwant ingh, A History of the Fikns, Vol.II,op.cit., pelS9. 
35. Home-Political Department, File No.154-155/1909. 


33. Barrier, N.G., 7 
Modern Asian at 
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the Viceroy of Injia, Lord Minto, vetoed the bill. This agita:ion, 
for the first time, ahattered the myth of the Sikh loyalty. 


The agrarian agitation had brought the economic issue 
to the fore. It was a warning to the Panjab Government but 
it tock no steps to remove the causes of unrest and ameliorate | 
the lot of the Panjabis. fome of the hardepressed and : | 
enterprising Panjabis, mortly the Sikhs, decided to emigrate in 
seareh of better opportunities lenving others behind, to keep tie 


flame of revolution burning.°° | 


The influx of the Punjabis to Canada ard the J.GS.Ae, | \ 
started in the first decade of the 19th century. he nunber of \ 
Indians in Camada in 19C1 wae 2312 ani in the J.f.A., uae \ 
to Brant was 6313. It inereased to 3C,0CO in both the countries: \ 
This increase in nusber: whipped a> anti-Indian feelings and ! 
the Indian became victim of discrimination. Swen the | 
Governments of Great Britain ani India dii not listen te their | 
nemorials representations and requests. This convinced 
them thet only free people could command respeet and their \ 
wrath thus, fell rightly on the fcreign rulers in India, They 
etarted simultanecusly a struggle against the Tumigration Act 
ami thus it beeame a struggle against the eclonial ruls. B8inece 


36, Sayta, M Ray, | abi F , dition, Patialsa,1970,p.28. 
37. Fahensara,¢.&., Ghadr Party Da £, Vol.I, Jul lundur ,1961,p.20,. 
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moc of the imnigrantse were the Sikhs, the earliest organisations 
were estadiished to build Curdwaras whieh soon came up in 
Vancouver, Victoria and other ci: stes °° It te net surorising, 
therefore, that work against the British Imperialies was 

stert-d in those countries mainly by the granthis i.e. seripture- 
readers in the Sikh Gurdwaras.>” Eubsequentiy, the Indians 

in the J.&.A. formed Hindustan Association of the Pacific 

Coast at Portland. S3aca Sohan Singh Bhakna, G.D.iiumar and 
Pandit Kanshi Ram were elected President, General Secretary and 
Treasurer reapectively. ULals Hardyai was calied from 
California. <A weekly ealled the Ghadr was brought out ani the 
Ghadr Party was organised on revolutionary lines 40 Tris 

party planne’? to wage cuerilia warfare in India ani resolved to 
eaetablish a Fepublie in Keshmir by 1925 we 


But the <ema Gata Maru incident ani the outbreak of the 
World dar I compelled them te change their ror Komagata 
Mara was a ship ehartered on 20th March 1914 by Baba Gurdit Singh 


38. Satya, M.Aay, Panjabi Heroic Tradition, on.cit., p.3%. 


rene play 


4hO. "Hindustani Association was given the nerenclature of 
Ghadr Party, vide Khushwant Singh, His to: | 
Sikhs, Volefl, on.eit., pal 76> 


41, Statement of Dr. Chenehia p.9. (Through the Courtesy of 
D.B.Y.b., Juliundur). 


42, Gurdit Singh, Voyage of Koma Gata Maru, Calcutta, n/d,p.20. 
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of village Parhali, *3 te satisfy the condition of the Canadian 
Privy Council Order Wo.920,* There were 376 passengers in it 
ineluding 346 S4ins .*? It etarted for Canada on 23rd May 

19714, but the ship was not allowed entry ani was compelled to 
leave Canadian waters on 23rd July,1914, after a long strugeie.*© 
The ship was directed to go straight to Caleutta where it srrived 

on 26th Sentember,1914. The police insisted that the pas. engers 
sheuld board the train bound for the Panjab. Only 50 men and 

two children bosrded the train while others defied the police. 

In the combat, 19 were «liled, 203 were arrerted and 32 abeconded.”” 
Babs Gurdit Singh was one of those who eseaped the sclice net. 

There was a sharp reaction aguinst this highehanidedness., I: gave 

a powerful stimulus to the Ghadr movement. © 
ecircuastances that the Chadr party leaders decided to go to India} 


It was in these 


consequently the first bateh of the Ghadrites left Sanfrancisco 
in Auguet,1914. Ram Chandra said, “Your duty is clear. Go to India. 


43. It is a big, flourishing villege on the Harike - Amritsar road 
nerr Tarntaran. 


UL. It envisaged that the imigrents muct cone by continuous 
joarney an on through ticket from the country of their birth 
or citizenship. 


45, Hira Singh, x n Aud b £¥BaSs &Gan, Juciundur, 1995 .p.93. 
Aecording to e number of the passengers was 36C only. 


46. Sahensars,G.5., Ghadr Party Da Ithes, op.cit., p.130. 
7, Josh, “ ohan Eingh, Findus tan Gadaer Par ty, Ne « Delhi, 1976,p.156. 


ba. 0, Dwyer, Sir Michael, India As I Know It, London, 1925, p.193. 
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“tir us rebellion in every eorner of India" 9 But the 
Government of Iniia wis vigilant. It was able to intern 2500 
in the villages and sent 40C to jails out of 8000 who came 
back in 1914815. However, some important revolutionaries 


managed to escape.?° 


They later on, orgsnised theuselves 

to etage an uprising and wa'’e strenuous efforts to 

Aevelop eontacts ant establish linke with the Indinn zoldtere 

at Mian Mir ani Ferozepur.” They fixed °ta%. February,191§ 
for the ucrising but the whole plen was folled 12s C.1.D. entered 
inner eirele by planting Kirpal Singh who leaked the information. 
Though they changed the date of uprising to 19th February’, yet 
the damage could not be undone. The colice took action in 

time and arrested seven of the revolutionaries and disermed 

the 23rd Cawalry at Mian “ir, Ferozepur, Sialxot ani Kawaipindi. 
The carelessness ani the complacency of the Ghadrites led to 
the collapse of the movement.” > 


When the Ghadrites were anxicus to take advantage 
of the dirfieculties of the Britich imperialists, a serge 
seetion of the Indi:ns wae anxicar to vin the British geodwill 


49 . F.C. Isemonge:, A Dyn Ghady Conspiracy, ( juoted in 
Satya,M.Rai, Panj feroic Tradition, op.cit.,p.53). 


50. Prominent amng then vere S.Karter Gingh Garabha, Jegat Ham, 
Kanehi Fae Prithti Fingh, Dr. Mathura “Aingh, Gureukh Singh 
Lalton, Shai Nidhan éingh, S,Harnam Singh and Bhai Bhagat 
Singh nee Cancha Singh of Kachar Bhann. 


541. O'Dwyer, Sir, Michael, Iniia As Knew sOP Cit. § pr, 


52. Sahensara, G.¢., Ghadr Party Da Ithas, op.cit.p.195. 
53. YTbid., p.22i. 
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by co-onerating with them in their war-efforts. The Sikhs, in 

the Panjab, out did all others. Their number in the services 

rese to 10C,060O by the end of the war, while in 1915 it was 

about 35000 only.?* But, they were soon to mffle their hands. 
When the war ended, their woer increased due to the demobilisation. 
Thus the economic distress added to the political unrest. 


The worldewide unrest which followed the war affected, 
to a marked JjJegree, a country which hai rendered great 
services to the empire in the how of its peril. At sach a 
psyehologicenl moment, °° the Government of India pussed the 
Rowlatt Bills, whieh intended to perpetuate the suspension of 
orfinary law safeguarding the rights and liberties cf the 
neorle. It left them at the tender mercies of the executive 
or rather the police even in times of neace, exactly ar in 
eritical dayr of war. The Rowlatt Bills sought to eurtail the 
liberty of the peozie. It providei for sneedy trial of offences 
by a Special Court, whieh could meet in Camere and taxe into 
consideration evidence not admissible under the Incian evidenee 
Act. There was no place for "Dalil, Vakil and Apil". There 
was a wave of indignation against these “Lawless laws". Oniy one 
of the two bille, Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act,1919% 
could be passed on Mareh 18,1319. Mahatma Candhi started an 
aritation. He rerorted to Satyagraha on March £0,1919.7° 


54, Leigh.M.S., The Punjab and the war, Lahore, 1922,p.bh, 


55. Datta, V.N., 
1975, p.386. 


56. Satya,M. Rai, 
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and made a fervent apoeal te obse:we hartal for a day. 


The date oririnally fired was 3Cth March, 1919, but was changed 
to 6th April. ‘here was a strixe in Amritsar on A*7: il 6 and 
throughout “he Panjab on April 10,1919. Dr. Satya Pai and 

Dr. faifeudedin, Kitchlew, the leaders who were guiding the 
movement in the panjab, were arrerted on 11th April,from their 
hemes in Amritsar ani remowed to the Dharamsala Jail. The 

shew of power did not deter the peorle of the city. On April 13, 
1719, a meeting was held in the Jaliianwala Bach despite 
prohibitory orders. Genersl] Dyer merched a platoon of Infantry 
to the Barh Without issuing any warning he ordered the troozr 
to open fire uvon a defenceless crowd of 10 thousand strong.?” 
He ke>t on his mereiless fussiade for ten consecutive minutes. 
When he ordered the firing to be stoned, 337 sen, “1 boys ani one 
seven-week-e-old baby had already fallen a corey to his fury.°® 

His callousness ani ruthlessness turned a protest meeting 

into a National Tragedy. Perhaps, he did it purposely to 

strike terror into the whole of the Punjab?” The event was 
described “Without parallel in the wedern history of the British 
Empire, s monstrous event, an event which etood in singular ani 
sinister isolation" .°° The heroic stand of the people of 


57. Majuadar, R.C., Struggle for Freedom, Vol.XI, Bombay, 1969, 
Pe sive 


$8. Arthur €vinson, ‘ix Minutes to Sunset, London,19¢64, p.50. 
59. Valentine, Chirol, The Indicn unrest, New Delhi,1979,pp.177=78. 


60. Majumdar, RK Ca, £ ) eed Ry op cit., D309. 
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Amritear against the awful might of the British was epoch-making .°" 
Gandhiji rightly remarked on Octeber 20,1920 in his speech at 
Lahore tha: "India rose through Jalidjanwala Bagh."©” In the 
Jallianwals Bagh massacre, the Sikhs, who lost life, formed at 
least one third of the whole ,"©3 Phe Conzress and other national 
parties lauded and honoured the martyr: of the Jallianwala Bagh. 
No wonder, when the Sikhs imvediately afterwards started 4 movement 
aguinst the Mahants which ultimately became a struggle against 
the British interference in the Gurdwara affairs, the leaders 

of all the major parties, sincerely helned the Sikhs. The Sikh 
masses, who uptil now looked to Singh Sabhas and Chief Ahalsa 
Diwan, formed the Central Sikh League under Ganihi's inspiratior. 
This body was opposed to the Chief Khalsa Diwan's toadying to the 
British. After seven decaites, the Sikhs who were, by and 
large, not anti-governnent, were now on the other side of the fence. 
The English were celled "snakes" by then.°? 


The reason for this conflict lay in the Panjab Government's 
attitude towards the ecntrol of the Gurdwaras. The Gurdvwaras 


61. Raja Ram, | 


6°. Gandhi, MoKe 
New Delhi, 1 


63. Teja Singh, sr OWS 
Jullundur, 1% as De Y, 


assacre, Chandicarh,1969,p.1%2. 


6. ‘Khushwant Sings, A History of the €ikhs,Vol.I1,op.cit. »p.167. 
65. &. Ratsan Singh Di Garj, Quoted in w, Gustafson, Sources 
on Punjab History, Delhi, 1 19755 Dem. ae 
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belonged to the Sikh Community and the Mahants were sinply 
the eustodians. They had now begun to assert proprietary 
rights and, in fact were becoming priest-proprietors. 


The distinetion cf vossession as owners and posression 
asc ecustediane fer carrying out the religious and charitable 
services was ignored. The Mahants began to exercise personal 
rights in the endowments and the resultant accumulation of wealth 
le@ to the deterioration of their eharaeter. These men were 
becoming unacceptable to the comunity. Their baptiss and five 


66 They had degenerated and 


symbols became a mere anomaly. 
were a handmsaid of the rulers. They had degraded their venerated 
position. The British never wanted the Eikhs to be the masters 

of their Gurdwaras. A letter, vritten by Lieutenant R.£.Eagerton, 
to the Vieeroy, Lord Ripon on 8th August, 1831 showed them 

in their true colours. He wrote, "I think it would be politicaiiy 
dangerous to aliow the management of the Sikh temples to fall 

into the hands of a committee emancipated from government 
eontro1."©7 Ac such the Mabants under the government thumb 
failed to becone the honest interpreters of the wishes of the 
Panth. They issued a coumandsent from the Aka] Takhat in 

195 and condemed the Komagats Mara Sikns.°? kal Teakhat 


ae A tae © 


66. Teja Eingh, G 
Pe +e 


67. Quoted in Dilgir, Hele, 8h: ‘ae k: a 
p. 46. 


68. Teja Singh, Gurdwara Reform Movement ani the Sikh Awakening, 
op.ecit., p.v.( forevwore 
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the eect cf National Will and powe:, wat now a mere altar : 
where offerings were made.°? Again in 1919, the eormunity felt 

deeply insulted, wher Rur Singh, the custodian of the Golden Tempib \ 
offered a Sarova to Sir Michael O'Dwyer, Lieutenant Gove: nor 


ef the Panjab. General Dyer was also offered a Kirpan (fword 

of Honour) cai it was quoted in the British Parliament by Lord 
Finlay that he hat been made a Sikh.” This shcwed how the 
governnenteappointed Sarbrah and the Mahante had degenerated and 
diggraced themeelves in the eyes of the fikhs by their role as 
sycophants of the British. 7’ 


The way in whieh the Government cof India acquired the land 
attached to the Gurdwara Rikabg2'j, Delhi and the meek stan! taken 
by the Chief Khalsa Diwan, had already infuriated the Neo-Sikhs. 
The Sikh milituney, thus aroused, reached new heights when the 
first world war ended. They were now dead-set on capturing the 
Gurdwaras which had »een turned by the Mahants into brothels and 


cesspool: of their nefarious activities and where neither a man's 
ij 


honcur nor a vonan's virtue was safe, 


69. Gurbachan Singh and Lal Singh, | 


70, Colvin, Ian, Life of General Dyer, Edinburgh, 1931, p.201. 


also ‘Tish, ‘Benan = 


7° « Mehtab Singh, Panijiad Le 
1971 9 p.360. 


and Pres it » Hew riggs Pele 
ikelt Worchian be Ithas, De ees 


a8 March 14, 
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peach 


The newly formed Sikh League was also adopting a 
radical posture. It demanied that Darbar Eahib, Amritsar be 
plaeed in the hands of a representative bcedy of the Sixhs, > 


but the Government procrastinated. 


The challenge to the Mahants came from the Khalsa 
'Biradari' of Amritsar which led the ‘low caste converts’ to 
the Golden Temple on October 12,1970. The priests resisted their 
aimission and even refused to accept Karah Parsad. It was 
only after the eonsultation of the Holy Book that the priests 
agreed to offer prayer: and accepted food from the hands of the 
newly converted Sikhs,” The order from the Holy Book wast "He 
receives the lowly into grace and pute them in the path of 
righteous one", This had deep effect on the priests as well 
as the congregation. Then they moved to the Akal Takht but the 
priests there elipped away leaving the Guru Granth Sahib 
unattended. Bhai Kartar Singh Jhaboar and Teja Singh Bhuoher 
appointed a committee of 25 Sikhs for the management of Shri Akal 
Takhat .”” 


Thus the pujaris custed themselves as they did not come 


back even when Sunder Singh Ramgarhia, the Government-appointed 
gar brah contacted them. Consequently, Teja Singh Bhuchar was 


736 Resolution of Sikh League, Amritsar, Quoted in Mohinder Singh, 
The Akali Movement, Deli, 1976,p.21. 


m™, Niranjan Singh, Jiwan Yatrs Master Tara Singh, Deihi, 
1970, pet. 


7. Partap Singh 
Amritsar ,1 965 
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anoointed the first Jathedar of &Sri Akal Takhat. There was no 


pian for the struggle that so wmirsculously develoved into the 


Gurdwara Reform Movement. 76 


On Oetober 13, Deputy Com-issicner 
of Amritsar apsointed a committee of 9 persone for the control 
of the Golden Tewple.’’ It was then that the Sikhs planned to 
form a Central organisation of their own for the management 


of the Golden Temple, Akal Takhat and other Gurdwaras. This mceve 


umnerved the Panjah Covernnent. Under such ecireumstanees, Master 
Mota Singh, after much discussion and deliberations, got issued 

a mandate from the Akal Takha ,,78 An assembly cof tie Panth to 
control and govern the Sikh shriner wes, thus, summoned. The 
Government, with the assistance of the Maharaja of Patiala, 
constituted a committee of 36 Fikhe with the motive of foiling 
their attemnt.’” The Akali lesdershix 411 not aliow the strategy 
to succeed an’ formed a larger organisation of 175 members which 
ineluded 36 Sikhs nominated by the Government. This comnittee 


was proclaimed the Ehiro 
80 


November 15,1720. 


76. Bawa Harkirhan Singh, Reminiscences of the Akali Movement, 
(reproduced in The Ajit (English), p.8 of May 714-20,1933). 


77 Narain Singh, Aka Morcha-Te-Jhabber, Delhi, 1967, p61. 
He mentions the memberé as under: (1) Sunder Singh Ramgarhia, 
(2) Bawa Harkishan Singh (3) Bhai Dewa Singh, (4) Bahsdur Singh 


Hakim, (5) Teja Singh Bhuchar (6) Sartar Singh Jhabbar, 
(7) Chanda Gingh, (8) Dr.Gurbakhaeh Singh and (°)Prof.Teja Singh. 


78 « Zoid og pr.Jeuw hm. 


79. Mohinder Singh, The Axali Movement, Delhi,1973,p9.72=73. 


8C. Partan Fi h, Gurdwars ¢udhar 3 at Akali Lehar,op.cit g p89. 
Gustafson, (W.Evic), Sourees on Panjab History, Delhi,1975, 
p.1427 is not correct in ascribing 1921, as the year whe 
F.G.P.C. wis formed, 
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The leadership consisting cf ©. Eunder Singh Majithia, 
&. Harbans Eingh Atari and &.$ under fingh Ramgarhia wis mainly 
loyal theugh genuinely interested in the reform progr:mire cf the 
Sikh shrines. Its first meeting took place on 12th December,1920 
an? a cormittee of "5 Beloved ones" wns apneinted to draw up the 
mode, manner and method of the management and rituals to be 


fellowed in the Gurdwaras.” 


The formation of the Ehtromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee provided a focal point for the movement for the 


reformation of Sikh religious inetitutiors 2 


During this veriod the €1kh League which hed its 
start with the ultra-loyvalist President Sardar Bahadur Gajjan 
Singh on December 27,1919, at Amritsar, came to be controlled 
by the nationalists. It passed a resoluticn of non-_cooversa:ion 
with the government, under the influence of Gandhi Ji, at its 
Lahore session on October 20,1920, despite the opvosition of 
£. Teja Singh {Shuchar, ferdar Amer Singh of Lyall Gazette and 
Bhai Jocdh Singh. The resolution was warmly advoe:ted and upheid 
by Master Mota “ingh, Sardar Sardul fingh Caveeshar, Sardar 
Harchan’ Singh Lyallpur, Sardar Teja Singh Samundri, Sardar Amar 
Singh an’ Sardar “armakh Cingh{Jhabal. The Ghadrite veterans too 


advoented the conjunction with the mainstream ef the naticnal 


81. Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, oo .cit., pci. Bhai Teja 
Singh, Bhai Jodh Sing’, shan Singh, Bhai Teja Singh 
ati ani 5.Balwant bingh, Reis Kulla were "five Beloved 

es." 


82, Harbans Singh, The Her 


eof the Sikhs, Delhi,1983,p.27C. 
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Already the “Akali" brought out by Master Sunder 
Singh Lyallpuri and Giani Hira Singh Dard and others on May 21, 
1920 was Dlaying the role of the precursor of the Akali Mcvements2" 
ami in its first issue had outlined its programme advocating 
Panthic control over the Curdwaras; Khalsa College, Amritsar 
ami repairing of the demolished wali of Gurdwara Rakabg2znj, Delhi. 
The Eikh alignment with national mainstream made the Covernment 
antious and it tried to arrive at some compromise with the Sikhs. 
The demolished wall of Gurdwara Fakabginj was got built before 
December 1,1920 and Khales College was handed over to a college 
committee before 5th November,1920. Thoigh the British compromised 
when confronted with threats of violence, yet the relations once 
scarred were not repaired again. The €ikhs were awakened to a 
renewed sense of separate political identity based on religicn 
and it eventually brought the Sikhs into conflict with the Britich, 
The Sikhs were firm in their endeavour to liberate the “urdwaras 
from the control of the Mahants, to them the liberation of 
Gurdwarat was as important as the Khilafat Movement was to 
Mohammedans. ‘Swaraj' to them ineluded in its concept the 
liberation of the Gurdwaras as well 85 Unfortunately, the 


83. Hira Singh, Merian Kujh Ithasik Yadan, op.cit., p.167. 
&+. MWiranjan Singh, Principal, Mere Jiwan Vikas, Delni, 1970,p.75. 


85. Teja Singh, Gu 
op.eit., p85. 
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Mahants on the instigation cf the government officials defied the 
Sikhs. Fueh a situaticn erald not be tcle: ated indefinitely.°° 


It wae on 14th Deeember,192C th... the Shiromand akald 
Dsl war forred to ascist the Shirowani Guruwiwara Parbandha 
Committee. fFardar Sarmukh Singh {Jhabal wer its firet President.°’ 
it wae to train wen for tacing over the Gurdweras from the 
r-ealcitrant Mahants. The A ali Dal sent Jathas to different 
Gurdwaras, eaptured ani handed them ove: to the Shiromani 


Kk Comittee. By this <ime the Gurdwaras of 


Babe Di Ber, Sialkot, Gurdwara Bhai Joga Singi: , Peshaw:r, Panja 
Fahib, facha Fauda, Khadur Sahib, Tham Eahib, Afra Sahib and 

Chohla Sahib passed into the hands cf the Sikhs. Ail this ha-pened 
peacefully; But the Axalj zealots hai their baptism cf fire 

at Tarn Taran on January 2% 91324, where two Akalis feli victim 

88 +. 


to the oriestly aggression. * wae only a prelwzie to what 


hapsened on February °0,1971 at Nansane S:hib in which 130 persons 


89 mnie tragety warke? the watershed in the 


were killed, 
Gurdwara Peform Movement anid the SikheBritish relitions. The 
Sixhs now renlised that they could oust the Mahantse only if the 


government wat compelled to withdraw its euprort so the letter. 


8S. 7 eae Eingh, ¢ 
Or eClite, D096. 


8°. Gurbaz Singh Jhabalia, Sahidi Kankana Enhib, 1°33, 

0573 cives a list of 86 ¢ killed at Nankana. The Government 

report conceded 130 sr killed, vide P.L.C.D. 30+. Also see 

Panjab Govt.Communique of Feb.27,1921, qucted in the Civil 

ani Military Gazette, Oct.,23,19°1. Kartar Singh Jhabta:, 

Bas Nankana Te Dugre Gurdwerian je Kabg in de Hallat (MBE) 
Me 13. gives the number of Killed af c. vic ® Pancth 

February 23,1921 it wes about 700. 
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On February 21,19°1 Bhai Sartar Singh Jhabbar with 
a Jutha of 220C entered the Gurudwara Janam Asthan, Ehri 
Nankana €shib defying Deputy Commissioner's orders. © The 
show of foree at this tine retrieved the Sikh prestige. The 
Com-issitcner of Lahcre, M:. C.!@.King yielded ani asked Bhai 
Kartar Gingh Jhaboar and Sardar Mehtab Singh to form a committee 
of seven membere which immediately took control cf the Gurduara 
umicr the Presidentship of & .Harbane SinghAtari, a moderate 
Chief Khalss Diwan le: : er." 


The Nankana tragedy had drawn the line. fhe Panjab 
Govern7ent w.s on the side of the Maha:ts where as the Sikhs 
masses and the Akali les ‘ershi: drew s.istenance from the 
national foreese. The Governnent, ealculatingly, followed a 
new Dolicy. It trie: to Suppress the extremists ani weaken 
the Akali agitation by offering many baits. Euch circunstances 
led to a long strug::le Kkncwn as the Asali sovemen:, which 
in turn prepared the ground for the genesis of a viclent 
movement consisting of these Akalis whe were militant and 
non-cooperators,. It came toc be Kncewn sf the Babbar Akali 


Movement. 


9C. Kartar Singh Jhabbar, &axa FB 
de Kab an de Halla 


91. Sardar Harbans SinghiAtari was the grandson of Fardar Shan 
Singh{Atari, veteran of the ba:tle of Sabhraen, fought on 
February 10,1946. 
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£o the Babbar Akali Movement wat the natural sequel 

to the Gurdwara Reform Movement. The €ikhs had started a 
vigorous passive resistance movement for the control and 
management of the Gurdwares under the vreseure of the Sikh 
opinion, sometimes backed by the show of force. The Mahants 
began to yield ani agreed to become vaid granthis. The formation 
of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comal :tee on 15th December, 
$9290 and of the Acali Dal on 14th December ,1970 was a prel we 

of the coning steugzle. Even before this, the Sikhs had started 
an aritation, for the econtrel of the Gurdwaras of Chomala 

Sahih at Lahore ani Babe Ki Ber at Sialkot.* The Gurdwara Babe 
Ki Ber, “idiot, was casted over tothe Sikhs on October 6,1°%0, 
when C.“.King, Com-izeioner Lahore Division approved the Comittee 
of 13 persons under 5, Kharak Singh to contrel the Gurdwara, 

On 12th Cetober,1920, Bhai Teja Singh'\Bhuchar maie a sudden 
swoop on the Akal Takhat and took possession -f the shrine.? 

The control of Darbar &shib, Amritear and Aka] faknat 

oassed into the fikh hands. On November 13,1920, Gurdwara 

of Pania “ahib wae also brought umler their control. The 


4. Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, Punjabi Suba, on.cit., p.?6. 


oe Smit gV oMe, The Akali Dal ari & oG oF. Cc. ‘ Co nfidar 
Memorandi%, Simla 1922, Reproiueed in the Puniab Pas 
Sctober, 1967,p.28C. 


Vol.I,part Il, 
Fe Ivica o9 p.-66, 
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Panjab Government, heaved a sigh of relicf only on December 12, 
1920 when the moderate Sikhs like Sardar gunder Singh Majithia, 
Sardar Harbans SinghilAtari and fardar Sunier fingh Ramgarhia 
wer? elected Prerident, ViceePresident ani Secretary «f the 
Shirovrand Gurdwara Parbandhak Comri:tee. The Governzent had 
always been ap»rehensive cf the rerults of surrendering to thse 


advocates of ultr: -Sixhisa. 


The movement w:s proceeding, as the Government thought, 
on eonstit itional lines and the moderate element war sufficien:ly 
strong to discourage any hasty action.” But the suddenness 
with which the Sikh affairs were undergoing a change, falsified 
the hopes of the Government. The authorities were insensitive 
to the temper cf the tines.° The official attitude, that 
a person in whose nave property wis registered was prima facie 
the owner and could be ousted only by means of a suite was 
galling to the awakened fikh matres. The three wave oven to the 
fikhe to e¢carry out reform such as boycott, pressure of public 
ovinion and litigaticn had proved ineffective .° The radical 
Sikhs who were sore at the malversaticon and abuses of every 


kind eschewed the ordinary processes of law anc tried to 


eapture the Gurdwaras. While orofetsing to act in a non-violent 


manner,’ a few zealot Akalis lixe Teja Singh|Chuharkana, Kar tar 
¢ 


u, Ibdid., Pp 267. 
5. Khushwant Singh, 


6. Teja Singh, 1 a 
ONeCite, pB6. 


7. William,Rush Broo:, India in 1321-22, Caleutta, 1922,0.60. 
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fingh Jhabbar and Teja Singh! Bhuchar activised the camoaign for 
the forcible seigure as vell of the Gurdwaras. At the same 

time the nolitico-religious propaganda was etarted in the rural 
arear an? the “Lith religious enthusiasms was assiduously nureed. 
The Shiromant Curdwara Parbandhak Committee, whore object 

wis to obtain control over all the Sikh Gurdwaras ant religicus 
institutions, soon came to be econtrolled by a caucus of extremists 
to whom the enuse of religious reform differed lit:le from 
extreme nationalism.? this unnerved the authcrities. The 

fiihs were now coming closer to the Indian National Congress 

as well. The Central Sikh Leacue in its second session from 13th 
to 2Cth October,19¢0 passed a resolution of non-cooperation with 
the government, despite its bait to cencede the demand of complete 
control of the Sikh shrines.” By this time the &hiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee hai jettisoned the old &ikh idea 
of dependence on the governmen', and began to mould the destiny 
of the Sikh nation!® 


With the transfer cf the Golden Temple and Akal 
Takhat to the fikh community, the attached Gurdvaras of Tarn 
Taran and Baba Atal also feli into their hands. The actual 
possession of the Tarn Tarsn shrine was obtained only on 25th 
January, 1921 "at the sacrifice of two precious Livee",’! 
S$. mith, ¥.M., A confidential Memorendum, on.cit.,p.267. 


9. Narain Singh, Akali Morcha Te Jhabbar, Delhi, 1967, p.72. 
10, Smith , V.M,A Confid ential Memorandum, mies D287. 


11. Sahni, Ruehi Ram, 
OD .Clite, Peet. 
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fohan Singh Josh is of the view tha: the defiant ani trueulent 
attitude of the Mahante ani subsequent attack on the unarmed 
Akalis was at the instigasicn of C.M. sing, Commissioner, 


Lahore , Divis fon.’ - 


However, the local authorities realising 
the innocence cf the Akalis, debarred the Mahants from entering 
the Curdwara arn! vassed on the Gurdwars into the hands of the 
reformers. The Curdwara Feform movement hac eaught a momentun 
now. On 14th February,19°1 Naurangabad and on 18th Feoruary, 
19°41 Khadur Sahib Gurdwarae were brought unfer the control of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. The aim se far 
obviously was to reform management of the Gurdweras and net to 
expel the Mahants . These were captured oniy when the Mahants 


became truculent with the connivance ef the officials. > 


The Sikhs were mich alarmed 2t the acts of Mahant 
Narain Dass of Nankana Sahib Gurdwara, who, like his predecessor, 
Mahant €adhu Ram, began to lead irreligious and licentious Life.fh 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee rerolved on January 24, 
1921 to call upon the ‘ikhs to assemble in a divan at Nankana 
Sahib from March 4-6,1921 so that Mahant might be impressed 
upon, the urgency cf reform. Come zealot reformers like Xartar 
Singh Jhabbar even talked of fereible occupation cof the 
Gurdwara. The Mahant on the other hand "began to collect 
weavone with whieh to defend himself from the attack planned 


12. Josh, Sohan Singh, Akali Morehian Da Ithas, Delhi, 
197? , p56. 


13, Ibid., p.57. 
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The preparation by the Mahant co:ld not have .one 
annoticed ani offiec:ai inacticn to diss iade the Mahant, from 
the suicidal step stemmed only due to their eomplicity in th: 
whele affair. Mr. C.M. King, Commissioner Lahore Division, 
received a deputation of the Mahants in December,19°C ani gave 
certain legsl advice which was oublished ani freely distributed 
vy Baba Kartar Singh Bedi. This created very bad effect and it 
was considered that this might lead te bloodshed.'? The fear 
wre not unfounded. The change in the attitude of the Mahants 
followed the change in the pclicy of the Government. Mahant 
Narain Daes who hai agreed to enter int: a dialogue, failed to turn 
uo for talks on 7th February,1971 at Sacha Sauda and on February 
14, 1921, at Fheikhupura. Ins:eat, he evclwed a strategy to 
murder the top Akali leaders during the diwan to be organised 
by them fiom March 4-6,1921. The information regarding this 
nefarious olan was s:pslied to cartar ¢ingh Jhabbar by his 
eonfidant Avtar Singh, who lived in the company of Mahsnt Wa: ain 
Dass.'© Bhai kartar fingh Jhabbar alongwith Bhai Lachhman Singh 
of Dharowal unt! Bhai Buta Singh of Lyallpur decided to oecupy 
Gurdwars Janam Asthan on Februcry 20, when Mahant would be busy 


15. ae KHuehi Ram, - trugzie for Reform in Eikh Chrines,oo.cit., 
Ps 


16, Narain Singh, Ce Jhabvar,op.cit.,p.101,. 
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with the Sikh Sanatan conference at Lahore.’” Thoagh they 
tried to keep their move a closely guarded secret © from the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee but, somehow, S. Teja 
Singh Samundari, Master Tara Singh and Sardar Harchand Singh 
Lyallpuri got the wind of it. They reached Lahore and were 
joined by Sardar Sardul Singh Caveesher, Master Sunfer Singh 
Lyalipuri, Sardar Jaswant Singh of Jhabal and Bhai Dalip 

Singh. &. Jaswant Singh ami Bhai Dalip Singh were asked to 
dissuade the Jathas from reaching Nankana Sahib. They contacted 
Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabvar and it was left to Bhai Dalip Singh 
to aeontact Sardar Lachhman Singh of Dharewal at Chander Kot, but 
he failed to establish links with him there. !? 


He reached Nankana Sahib and sent a messenger to 
Lachhmen Singh who agreed not to proceed but coaxed by Bhai 
Tehal Singh went to the Gurdwara to pay obeisanece, Thereupon the 
ghastly crime was perpetrated upon the innocent Sikhs .°° 
They were subjected to bullets and firing without any provoeation 
ani "without parley or question®. 21 The mumber of the killed will 


remain a mystery for ever but the Panjab Government conceded 130 


deaths.°’ Karam Singh Station Master, who heard the sound of the 
17. na Rar jinder Singh, Shirowant Akali Dal, Jullundur, 1978, 
Defe eo 


18. Narain Singh, / 


By nobinder Singh 
See, Partap Singh é 
op .eit., p.102. 


20. Josh, Sohan Singh, Akali M D S, op.cit..p.65. 
21. The Tribune, Lahore,15 September, 1921. 
eee See Foot note 89, Chet. 
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bullets, left for the Gurdwara and came to know cf the facts. 
He, immediately sent telegrams to the varicus quarters. 3 The 
Deputy Commisrioner of Sheikhupura, Mi. J.C. Currie reached 
there around 12830 n.t. The Sub-Inenectors of Warburton and 
Mangatwala Police tationr reached after him. C.™.King, 
Commissioner of Lahore Division with a silitary foree cf 10¢ 
British and 1CC Inéian soldiers and the D.I.G. of Police ani 
several ikh Sardare arrived in the evening. The military was 
pub on guard.’* The tragedy ha: shaxen all and sundry. Sir 
John Maynard assured in the Panjab Legislative Couneil on 
March 2°,1921 that the Government would make every effort 

to conduct a fall and impartial enquiry”? and would bring the 
offenders to justice to assuage the intensity of the Sikh agony. 


The authcrities, imvediately set to work and arresied 
Mahant Nar.in Dass, twh of his disciples and 26 Pathans. The 
Gurdwara wis also put under the protection of the Government. 
Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar was infuriated at it and he set out 
fror the Gurdwara Khara Sauda with 22C( Akalis and reached Janam_ 
Asthan Gurdwara trampiing every order under foot and igncring 


23, Telegrams were sent to Fir Edward Maclagan, the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Panjab, D.C. Seikhupura, Mred.C.Curry,; &.P. 
fheikhupura; Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and 
Mahatna Gandhi. 


24+. The Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore, February 72,191. 


“5. Statement of Sir John Maynard, P 2% 
Debaters, Sth January to 16th April,1%1, Vol.i,p./- 
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every authcrity. At this shew of force, the Commiscioner 
yielded and handed over the keys to a Commi:tee of seven 
members under the Presidentsehio of Sardar Harbans Singh q 
Atara.76 
the control of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, 


The Mahants of other local Gurdwaras also accepted 


without any further procrastination. This tragedy suscitated the 

Sikh anger. They suspected intrigue behind the carnage of 

the innocent and non-violent Sikhs. fome cof them openly 
expressed this view to the, then, Panjab Governor, ‘ir 

Edward Maclagan, on hig arrivai at Nankana Eahib on 2end 
February,1924.°7 It was cineerely believed tht an 

avoidable tragedy could have been ave:-ted. The leaders 

ef the Congrecs, the €ikh League, the Chief Khalsa Diwan and 

the Sikh member. of the Panjab Legislative Couneil reached 

the spot ani expressed their shock. Mahatma Gandhi called 

it a “second edition cf Dyerism, more barbarous, sore 

calculated an? more fiendish than the Dyerism of JaLllianwala."*? 
He strongly believed that in this carnage "Governnent also 
had a hand."©9 on 3rd March, 1921 he attended @ divan” 


26. Kartar Singh, Jhabbar, faxes 
Te aze de 


’?7eEahni , Ruchi Ram, Struggle for Reforn Sikh EChrines 
op.cit., De7Ie 


sannt, Kuehi Ram, 
* op.eite, p.82. 
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in whieh *. Kartar fFingh Jhabbar spoke, that "just as the 
rising sun awakens the people from sleep, in a like manner, 
orenaritions for Swaraj have raised the Sikns from their 
Slumber. That is why they have demanded religious freedom 

ag the first step towards the attainment of their objective ."3° 
What the Mahant of Nantana Eahib had done war unparalieled 

in the history of mankind. finee then the Sikhs had made 

up their mind not to let the Mahants nake Gurdwaras resorts 

of gamblers, wine bibbers and bad characters" .>" 


This tragedy turnet a larger vart of the Eikh 
Comunity into the proponents of the reform of the Gurdwaras 
and consequently they became Akalis.>* They, subse juently, 
stepped up the process of occupying the Gurdwaras foreibly. 
The control of Luliani on February 23,1921; Hehr on February 
2”,19213 Rori Sahib on February 28,1921; Sach Khand (Chuharkana) 
on Mareh §5,19°1: Gurdwar:n Manak on March 6,1921; Tham Sahib 
at Jhamber on March 7,1921 and Gurdwara Ram Das on March 12,1921, 
by the fikhs was a pointer to the new meod cf the conmunity.>> 
It wae the immediate rerult of the massacre at Nankana €ahib which 


3C. Quoted in Eahni, Ruchi Raw, Struggle for Keform in Sikh 
Shrines, op.cit., p81. 


31. Statement of Sardar Bahadur Mehtab Eingh, coos Jorge eae 
Council Debates, 8th January to 16th A*ril, OL.1,p. . 
32. Toid., DaS¥5 6 


33. Emith 9 VeMe, 
Fection tel, 


op.cit., p oP 5 2a54 9 
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accentuated the prejudices of the reforming party agzin: t 
the ineumbents of the Curdwaras. It also led to the erisis of 
confidence. The &ikhe lost faith in the Government. The 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhai Committee, in its meeting, 
held from 4-6 March, 1971 at Nankana Fahib, boycotted the 
Government Inquiry Committee. It was Master Mota Singh who 
brought the resolution proposing the boyeott cf the Inquiry 
Committee to inveetigate the ese of martyre. The resolution 
was passed desoite the opposition of Sardar Harbans Singh 6| 
Atari, Bhai Jodh Singh and Sardar Kartar Cingh Jhabvar.2* It 
wis algo resolved to taxe over the Gurdwarat forcibly if those 
were not handed over by April 3, 1904,29 

This ineensed the Panjab Government. Since then, 
its poilcy was ranged totally against the Akali ayitation. 2° It 
embarked upon a path of repressicn. It put Ms. J.W. Bowring, 
notoriously hostile toe the Sikh aspirations, incharge cf the 
investign‘ion.?” It encouraged members of the Chief Khalsa 
Diwan to collaborate with the Governnent ani considered them 
natural leaderc.** Serdar Sunder Singh Majithia, who war 


3}. Narain Bingh, pkaii Morehe Te Jhabbar, op.cit., p.133. 

Ailse vide 6.6. ee @& O1L5U0160Nn Oe e 

3®. Sahni, Ruchi Ram, Strugcle for Refo : : 
o>.cit., pp .33-8b. 

36. Copal Singh, 
D.655. 


37. Sahni , Ruchi Ran, 
on.eit eg PD 66. 


38. Niranjan Singh, Akali Lehar Dian Yodan (Anarticle in /& 
Jathedar, Juli UI, Wt Ge } 9° 
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a sember of the Lerislstive Couneil and wae sworn in on 

February 23,1901,>° ws made Revenue Minister. In the eyes 

of the radical tikhse, he became a Tholiehuek, *© The Panjab 
Government now followed a two-pronied policy of suppressing 

the Axali movement anid at the same time initisting such a 
Gurdwara Bill whieh might ensure its direct or indirect control." 
The letter of the Government of India to the Governcr of the 
Panjab also showed concern at the lawlessness of the Sikhe and 
aivised him to exereise control inaediately.”” Then the wholesale 
arrests began and abcut 15C Akalis were arrested and mort of 

thes were convicted of various charges t= S. Kartar Singh Jhabbar 
was sentenced to 18 yearr of imrisonment ani 5. Teja Pingh { 
Bhuchar to seven years of ivprisonment on the charges of 


Aacoities, robberies an’ thefts, ate. 


s, January $8 to April 16, 


“uO. Xhushwant Singh, A History of the Eikhs, Vol.II, on.cit., p.20C. 
41. Josh, fohan Singh, Akali Merchian Da Ithas, op.cit., p.98. 


“Oe. Letter of W.H.Vineent, member of C.G.'s Couneii to Sir 
Edward Maclagan, Governor Panjab, dated March 13, 1221, 
No .621—Police. 


vide Dilgir HAE iigoment 1 ee Sal, OD.Cite, p-75, 
aK & da B Ee ohaee op .cit., 


bh. Sahni, kuchi Ram, Struggle for Reform in Sikh Shrines, 
op.cit., p.67. 
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Thus the leaders who were in the vanguard cf the Gurdwara 

Reform movement were put behind the bars. The whole Sikh community 
wac sheeked at the convictions of their venerated leiider:, 
Meanwhile, the control of the Akali Dal and the Shiromani 
Curdwara Parbanihak Commictee also passed into the hands of 

th ovrofesred non-coonerators .?? The Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee passed a resolution to free all the Akalis 

by 10th April,1921, reiterating its stand that it did not believe 
in the forcible cecusation of the Gurdwaras. But the Nankana 
affair and ite afteremath brought to the fore ancther group to 
which non-violence wa: nauseating. They advccated non-cooperaticn 
but decried its programme of non-violence. The group was jJeenly 
inepired by Master Mota Singh, who escaped police net after 

making anti-government speeches in the Sikh diwans. His speeches 
aroused the fikn militante to take recourse te viclence and 

murder sli those who were allegedly resoonsible for the Nan«ana 
e:rnage. These Akalie met separately at Hoshiarpur on the 
occasion of the Thirteenth Sikh Education Conference, held from 
25th to 27th March, 1921. *6 They created disturbance in the 


conference as well and worked on a separate necercwaes ( 


LS. Smith, V.”., A Confidential Memorandum, or.cit., p.771. 


46. Charan Singh and Darbara Singh, T J 
Conference, Amritsar, 194, andi, 7 31,1921, ore 
pel give the correct date wheress Satya ™“.Rai, pad aut Heroic 
Tradition, op.cit., ph 77, Mohinder Singh, The A..ali Movement, 
op cit., p14, Sunder oingh, Babbar Akal 4, sO 113 CP eClte, 
Giani Nahar Singh, Agaii Jian Lehran, op.cit., p.30C give 
the date from March 19 to 21, 1921, which is net correct. 


47, The Akali, Lahore,April 1921. 
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They were equally patriotic believing in the militant 

traditions of the Nihangs .*? They decided tc murder C.M.King, 
the Comsis sioner of Lahore Division, J.W, Sowring, S.P., C.1.D., 
Mahant Dewa Dass of Nankana and Basant Dass of Manax, Eardar 
Sunder Cingh Majithia as well as Baba Kartar Singh Bedi, all 
allege: to be responsible for the Nankana tragedy"? The plan 
misfired an’ the brain behind the scheme hai to abscond, but this 
Dut the grouo on a different tracx. Thus was formed the 

nebulous terrorist group. Its formal apvearance paved the way 
for the movement which came to be Known as the Babbar Akali 
Movement.”© Even Khan Sahib Mir Fazal Imam, D.S.P., C.I.D., 
Panjab also alluded toe this when he stated that "after the Nankena 
affair certain Akalise conspired together te murder the government 
officials and it: supporters. Two consPiritor: were arrested. 
Kishan Singh went into hiding in the Doaba and all the efforts 

of the police to arrest. him failed for a considerable time. 
This organisation (Chakarvwarti Jatha), subsequently merged into 
the Babbar Akali Jatha.”' Ko wonder, then, thet the Sabbar Axali 
movement took birth after the Nankaria Tragedy. Master Mota 
Eingh formed a band of Sikh desperadoes to avenge the ~urder cf 
the innocent Sikhs. This band undertook to proteet Master Mota 
fingh at the cost of their lives and acted as his bodyguards, 


48. Khushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, Vol.II, op.cit., p21. 
49, Home-Political, File No.134¥/1I1/1923, p.75, Also Home-Political 
File No.268/1982,p.12. 


5O. Khushwont Singh, Sikhe, Vol.II, on.cit., p.205. 


Ahale 
S51. Paper Book Babbar Conspiracy, p.&ke. 
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Se Kishan Singh Gargaj was foremost among his Cevoteer whe 
further carried on a relentless camvaign of preaching rebellion 
and threatening loyalists. He <athered round hin a band of 
activists, who subsequently came to be known as the Babbar 
Akalis.°° 


The Government poliey durinc the Gurdwara Reform 
acvement and the atrocious treatment meted out te the Axali 
prisoners added insult tc the injury. With every excess, 
the silitants beeame sore desperate. The Sikh peasants had 
been “committed te a policy of celfedetermination and had been 
iniuced by some mysterious orocess cf mass psychology to enter 
a ephere of activity which was of naticnal interest ani was 


bitcerly anti-British."°> 


The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comittee was 
aware that violence would only have retrogressive effect, andi 
exerted its influence to restrain the nore imsetuous of ite 
follower: whc were exoressing their readiness tc settle the 
Gurdwara issue at the point of the sword.?* Despite this 
clear position, the Government attituce wes not helpful. It 
wos bent upon controlling the Gurdwara Reform ovement through 
its stooge, the Chief Khales Diwan. The confrontaticn of the 
loyalists an? non-cooperators on 11th May,19¢1, onee again 


demonstrated the majority cof the radicals in the 8.G.P.C., when 


53. Smith, ViuMes Conf idential Memorandum, 0. cite, peed. 
Sh eIbid., pe276. 
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loyalistts failed to forestall the resolution of non-cooperation.” 
The Covernment put fardul Singh Caveesher under arrest on 27th 
May, 1921 as it was 4a who had spesrheaied the non-coosera ‘ion 
resolution. The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com~ittee hea‘e 
vy &. Kharak Singh also endorsed the nolicy cf ncenecooverstion, 
on 28%h August,1921. The Axali leaiterr began their tour of the 
o cvinee urging the ikhs to join the Axali Dal and rise ar 

one man to Liberate their Gurdwaras. For this purpose a 
Shahidj Dal war raised in September, 1921. At Teja and Hothian 
a large number of Akalis appeared as if by magie’© and captured 
the Curdwarae on September 6,1921 and November 1, 19°21, 

57 


respectively. 


The Government, once again, tried to browebeat the 
Sikhs on key's affair. On October 29,1971 the Sarbrah of the 
Colden Temple was agked by the £.G.P.C. to hand over the «eys 
tc ite Presijent. The Deouty Commissioner of Amritsar sent his 
nominee to collect keys from the Sarbrah tec forestall the 
S.G.?.C. decision. Thist led to an agitatior. The Denuty 
Commissioner, thue, threw a li-hted match in the highly inflammable 
powder keg. The clamping of Sediticus Meetings Act and arrest 
of 193 leading Akalis failed to cow thes down. The committee 


55. Josh, Sohan fingh, Akali an Da Ithas, on.cite, 9.88. 
Khushwint Singh, ti tory of the Tithe, VOL.II, OreCite, 
pe203, gives the fate ar May » which if not correct. 

56. mith, V.M., AC 


» OP CIit., Dec7e. 
on.cit., pel3h. 
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declared thit the surrender of the keys to S.dharak Singh, the 
unerowned King of the Cikhse, would alone give them sasisfacticn. 
When the Government found "that no bcdy among the fikhs was 
prenared to contest the elaims of the &GPC to represent the 
religious views cf the comunity, it acquiesed in the management 
of the temole by that boly"™ and handed over the keys of the 
treasury to Ff. Kharak Singh.°® The morcha_ on Key's 

affair was started on 7th November ,1921 and came tc an end on 
17th January,1922. The Government also had to releare the 
prisoners unconditiorally. The unique response of the Sikh 
Community as well as cesseless oropaganda canmaign by the 
Chakravarti Akalis against this high-handedness of the Government 
had aroused, a wave of resentment. Conrequently, the Government 
had to yield and the Sikhe, thus, won, "First Decisive Battle 
For India's Freedom."°? In the Key's affair, the Punjab 
Government hai humbled itself to the dust before the Shirozani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. 


To retrieve it: prestige, loct in the Key's affair, 
the Government comritted another folly. Mahant Sunder Darcs of 


ttee of eleven 


Guri Ka Bagh had agreed to serve under a comm 
members appointed by the SGPC on 23rd August,19°1, but the land 
remained in his por session.°° The Sikhs used to hew wood from 


58. 
9% 


60. Teja Singh, 


Op.Cites PD. 
Beano estas 
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the land for the eccmmon kitchen and Mahant, unicr instig:tion 
from the high-ups, lodged a complaint against the Akalis,°' 
ami the: also after the arrests, to support a step already 
taken in consonance with the inetructions issued by the 


6° the Panjab Government fcund an exeuse to implement 


Home secretary. 
its poliey cf suppre:sicn of the Akalis. The authcrities 

arrested § Akalis on 9th August, 1922, the day when this 

Morcha was launched. It lasted unto 17th November,1922 and till 
that date the number of arrests amounted to 5605 including 35 
menbers of the serc,.©3 The Government tried waricus tactics. 

It abanioned rounding up Piatwouunteere and started beating the 
Jathas nercillesly under the personal supervision of &.G.M, 

Beaty, D.S.P. Awritesr. But the Sikhe vere uniettered and the 
tidal upsurge of the masses was net to be stemmed. The violent 

use of foree on the none-viclent Akalis had great impact in and 
outside the Punjab. The Government brutality wae condemned and 
the sight"of the hundreds of Christs" being erucified won the 
apnolause of the national leaders. C.F. Andrews, in hie eye- 
witnets account, exposed the brasen-faced policy cf the Government. 
He wrote that the Akalie were undergoing their baptism of fire 

and they eried to God for helo, <ut of depths of their agony of 


61 oR ean Singh, Akali Morchian Da Ithas, op .cit., pe157. 


62. -ptlea rote. File No.¥5%II/1922. Also vide Teja 
Singh, Gurdwara Refors Movement. op.cit., D396 


63. Amar Singh kh Panth Kithor pon BAS 2, Amritsar,1970, 
p.291 and Ganda Singh, Bhai Joth Singh ab-hinendan Granth, 
Luihiana, 1962,p.49. 
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of spirit.” The police beat the Akalis with iron-tir ed rods 
ami batons, till blood began to flow and the brave Sikhs fell 
unconéciour, M.R. Jayakar rightly wrote that it "was a new 
heroism steeled by suffering, a war of spirit."©* 


The insults heaped upon the Akalis were unbearable. 
They were given inhuman punishments and their religious symbole 
were desecrated and hair were pulied out. Though the Panjab 
Covernnent extricated itrelf with the help of Sir Ganga Kam but 
its effect on thousands of the fikhs was tremendous. The religious 
fervour of the Akalis was at its highes: pitch. They were seething 
with wrathand hatred against the Britich rulers and lost all 
faith in non-violence. It is no surprising that a large nunb¢r 
of the Akalis who took part in the Guru Ka Bagh Morcha either 
joined the Bab Akali Jatha or werked actively tc helo the 


Babbars .°° 
of the Doab who sti:1 cherished the memories of the courage and 


It created maxinum resentment among the &ikhs 


bravery cf the Ghadrites. In fact, the, ridiculed the policy 


6:, Views of C.F,Andrews quoted in Bhs kat akshman Singh's 
Aut $ Calcutta, 1965, § i ete S Ngo 9 Pe O36 


65. Jayakar, MR., e, Vol.II, 1927-25, 
New York,1959,pp. 


66. Some of the imoortant members arreeted in the Curu Ka Bagh 
Morcha ineluded Milkha Singh and Buta Singh cf Pindori Wijjaran, 
Amar Singh of Rajowal, Nani Singh cf Ghurial, Ram Singh of 
aint a Kalan, Lakha ¢ingh and Bhola Singh cf Kot Fatuhi, Chhaja 

Singh of Maseanian, Harbanc Singh of Sirhala Khnura’, Hari Singh 
aulatpur, Amsr Singh cf Dhariwal, Eardui Singh and har tar 
Singh of Burro Barrian, Banta Singh of Behbalpur, Labh Singh 
of Jassowal and Hazara Ainge of Munder. Vide Partay Singh 
| pL RE wM7t- AAS OENSas » op.cit. PP 237,240,242 , 
ac, Vol. III, pp.587-590 and 596-599. 
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of passive resistance. When the Guru Ka Bagh Morcha 


was in full swing in September 19¢2, Jathedar Kishan Singh 
Gargaj sens a lett:r te the then §.G.P.C. Secretary, Bhagat 
Jaswant Singh ani urged upon him the necessity to maxe recourse 


68 


tc the sword, Ne doubt, the Babbar Akali movement toox its 


final shape during this Morcha®? and those who could not 
stomach the diseiviine of Satyagraha tcok to dynamite, bomb and 


pistol an? became the Babbar Akalis 70 The atrocities inflamed 


the Sikh passion for revenge and no t:ue disciple of Guru Gobind 
Singh could remain loyal to the British aft: r witnessing these 
atrocities. m1 


The role cf the toadies further exasperated the 
Sikhs and they began to diseuse the futility of noneviolence.”~ 
Thus a few Akalis who had actively participated in the Gurdwara 
Reform Movement and had lent a helping hand, became the Babbar 
Akalis.’> The Gurdwara Reform movement hac attracted the Sikhs 
of allshades. Infact, the struggle to liberate the Gurdwaras 
from the clutches of the Mahants was considered the first step 
towards the liberation cf the country. No wonder, it included 
the ex-Ghadrites, Congress workers, ex-soldiers as well as active 


67. eal R. Ke, Journal] of Indien History, Vol.I, Part II,p.%96. 
; : ye yr Case, pp.77-78. 


69. ran Patan Singh, Akali Morehian Da Ithas, op.cit., p.8. 


7C. Gulati, X.C., The Akalis: Part and Present, Delhi,197+,p.1. 
71. Niranjan Singh, Gora Sahi Jhakhar, (Mss-proseribed) ,p.3. 
72. Thid., p.158. 

73. The Tribune, Lahore, 24th October,192h., 
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soldiers. Ali these Akalis wh: regarded the policy of courting 
arrests and undergoing inhuman punishments as cowardice, became 
Chakaryartis. They formed the core of the Babbar Akalis. The 
poliey of repression and su csressicn followed by the Government 
was largely responsible for the emergenee of the Babbar Akalis, 
Even the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee admitted 

in ane of its Declarations tht sincere Akalis were compelled to 
@iont this course as a result of repreazsive policy of the 
government. The atrocities perpetrated during the Guru Ka Bagh 
morcha amply bore this out, with the result that the radicals 
openly advocated the wielding of the sword,“ The harsh and 
brutal treatment meted out to the Akalis in jails further 
agerevated their wrath. No doubt, the wave of uninterruoted 
atrocities on their brethern since the pre-Gurdwara reform days 


and the cruel beatings in Guru Ka Bagh moreha and the atrocities 


comritte-d in Attoeck jail prompted sincere Akalis to take tx 
violent activities? Some quarter: attribute the fomentaticn 

at the Babvar Akalis to the factors other than the Gurdwara 
Reform movement. This is only partially correct. One such 
factor was the Ghadr movement. Theemergence of the Babbar Axalis 
was thought to be the reeult of resuscitation of the militant 
spirit of the Ghadrites which was fairly wideepread in the Doab. 
They were alleged tc hav: contacts with the Trans-Frontier 
revoluticnaries as well. The fighting nature of the Sikhe, "the 


7. Partap Singh, Gurdwara Eudhar Arthat Akeali Lehar, op.cit.,p.25C. 


75. Ipic. Pec 257 (He has quoted tie §.G. P.C. Declar:tion No. 
of April 24,1923) Also vide Home-Political File No,.25,1923. 
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"the experience of the Ghadr eampaign of 1915 and the fanaticism 
which the eauce of tie Gurdwara Reform evoked hed already varned 
the autiorities of the possibilities co! the outrage". 7° It 

was believed that they received large sume cf money for 
revolaticnary propaganda from their ccunterparts still in 
Ameriesa and Canada.’” Some of the returned emigrants who 
took part in the Gurdwara Reform movement realised the futility 
of non-violence anid they urged the AKkslis to resort to arms. 
Like Ghadriter, they used 0.32 calibre revoivers and Mauser 
pistols and brought out a newspaper tec propagate their viewe 
effectively. Even their modus operandi bore close resemblance 
with tra. of the Ghadrites. Some of the returned emigrants 
like Karam Singh of Daulatpur, Kar=m Singh of Jhingar and Asse 
Singh cf Phakrudi wno first joined Congress Party, were socn 


involved in the Gurdwara Kefors movement.’ 


No doubt, some of the ex-Ghadrites turned out to be 
the leaders of the Babbar Akali Jatha.’? Even Sir Michael 


O'Dwyer, considered those Ghadrites, the nucleus of the 


BO 


new revolutionary movement of the Akali fikhs. The basis of 


76. Smith, V.M., A Confidential Memorandy, op.cit., p257. 
77o I 5@, Sth October, 1923. 


73 phages Papers (Mss), cur, 738/IV Vol.II,168-Tel No.202, 13, 
une 1923, 


79. Labh Singh, Sankhep Ithae Babbar Akaji, Hoshiarpur,196°,p.1 
80. 5' Dwyer, Sir Michael, India Sé I Knew it it, op .cit., p209. 
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the etrugzle was inherent in the Doaba. Their limited holdings 
foreel them to try their luck elsewhere; sone went to foreicn 
janis but the humiliation suffered b, them at the hands of the 
foreign master: had led them to think of complete liberation 

from the foreign yoke. Back home, they were interned within the 
limits of their villages. When the Gurdwara Reform novement 
started they became enthusiastically active. RKevolutionary 
activity was the need of the hour and the presence of a large 
number of emigrants fron Canada, in the Doab, whose enthusiasm 
had not ye: languished, gave new colour tc the Akali movement. 
It may be pertinent to point out that these ex-Ghadrites firrt 
joined the Congress Party. ‘Some of them like Karan Singh {Jhingar, 
Baba Karam Singh Chima and Shag Singh Canadian were members of the 
Executive Committee, District Jullundur. Asea Fingh and Karam 
Singh cf Daulatpur were nemberg of the Executive Committee of the 


St when the movement for the 


District Conrress, Hochiarour. 
reformation of the Gurdwaras was started, they plunged into the 
struggle. Bhag Singh Canadian, Karan Singh {Jhingar, Karam Singh 

of Daulatpur and Asga Eingh of Phakrudi arranged diwans and conference 
in Juliundur and HReshiarpur district:. They were a foree to 

reckon within the Akali Dal. Is will be of interest to nention 

that the General Meeting of the Akali Dal, held on 27th Auguet, 

1922 at Akal Takhat was presided over by Piara Singh Lengari, 


another ex-Ghadrite.°” Foon, some of them felt disgusted with 


81. Buta Fingh, Babbar Akali Tehrik (Mss) ,p.37. 
82. Register Karwai Akeali Dal,p.'7. 
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the policy of the passive resistance adopted by the Congress and 
subsequently followed by the Akali Dal. They took to arms and 
beeame an integral part of the Babbar Akali Jatha, unde: Jathedar 
Kishan Singh Gargaj. The atrocities at Nankana {shib ani 

Guru Ka Bach led them to resemble arri reorganise themselves with 

& wiew to continuing the work cf 1914-15 revoluticnaries,°- 

Quite rightly, the Gurdwara Reform movement was the only ventilatcr 
available to them through whieh they exprersed their piled up 
indignation. 


It may be emphasized that their indignation stem ed 
from personal reasons as well. Karam Singh! Jhingar was one 
of the passengers of Koma Gata Maru alongwith Baba Gurdit 
Singh. The volley of insults and indignities heaped usen them 
glowed like burning coal and could not be easily forgotten. 
Besides, all the emigrants were rendered penniless. Thue 
the economic factor was surely one of the causes which turned 
them hostile again: t the government. In the ease study of 
the revoluticnaries, one ie tempted to eoneclude that they 
start from their own concern ami work outwards rather than 
start from the national needs and vork invards.°* It is also 
significant that the demebiliration and dismissal of the 
soldiers alsc added, in no small messure to their simmering 


83. Gulab Singh, | Unde) IWS » Delhi, 1963,p.35-6 
a4, Datta, V.N., Madan Lal Dhingrsa, Delhi,1978, p.d. 
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diseontentment because thus rendered unemployed and having 
nothing ueh to depeni uvon, they began to seeth with revenge.°” 
This also told uoon the morale of the serving soldiers, 

There was little surprise then that a large number of the 
accused in the Babbar Akali cases and most of the approvers 

had served at the time or the other in the army. fome of them 
like Ganga Singh, Naik (ace.sed No.62) and Partap Singh 
(accused No.63) were arrested while serving in 52nd Sikh 
Regiment.°° 


The soldiers who had shed their blocd and won victory 
for their rulers were dismayed when they were not allowed to 
wear their religious enblems like Kirpans and black turbans 
and were being ccurtemartialled and discharged on flimsy 
grounds, a wave of righteous indignation spread among then and 
their blood began to boil. Their participation in the 
Gurdwara R¢form movement too gave it a new dizension. It 
accounted for their overwhelzing numbers in the Babbar Akali 
Jatha Deaba,. The official record showed that the number of 
the Babbar Akalis who had served in the army and were involved 
in the conspiracy esses was not fewer than st, 97 


The politieal elimate of the eountry to: played its 
role in fomenting the revolutionary activities of the Akalis. 


65. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh(MsS,)p.17 
abar Aka , sdgement,1925,p.2. 
87. Home-Political, File No.20C/1926,p.34. 
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It was wery much there in the background. The peovle were 
already unhap:y at the passage of the Rowlatt Bill. They were 
veconing more wiclent in their utterances, more extravagant 
in their | hopes, more clamorous in their demands and more 
hostile to the administration.”° Lala Duni Chand made it 
clesr tc the Viceroy in the Panjab Provincial Congress £ession 
in 1918, held at Amritsar that their cup of disappointment 

and diseontent was full to the brim.°’ sir, Michael O'Dwyer, 
the Lieutenant Governor of the Panjab, who was kncewn for his 
iron-hand approach, crescended with martial law and summary 
jur tice.” The Jallianwala Bagh massacre resulted in 

381 deaths and it created a riwer of blood between tre  ,eoxle 
of India an‘ their British rulers." The relationship between 
trem sould never agsin be what it was before 1918.7 This 
whipped up antieBritish feeling. When the eustedians and 

the pugaris of the Golden Temple honoured the butchers who 
had perpetrated the Jaliianwala Bagh massacre, the entire 
Sikh community was cut to the quick. When the Indian National 
Congress was struggling to get their political rights, the 
Sikhs thought of emancipating their Gurdwaras. Undoubtedly, 


838. Datta, V.N., New Light on the Punjab Disturbances in 1913, 
Simle,1975,p.693. : 

8°. Toid., p.839. 

90, Barrier, N.G., TheIndisn ArepAyess = New Delhi,p.1%. 

1. Raja Fam, ®& 


pot | 

Rupert Furneaux in his book jase t Amrit 
the eho e: timate of 1200 ner ‘Oné wo a Wi 

“he Dm Riniti, Ludhiana, in ite issue of May 1983 gave 

to be 1302 out of whom not less than 799 were the 


Yol.XI, Bombay,1969,p.315. 
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the politieal situation prepared the ground for the coming 
struggle of the fikhs aginst the government. All those 

Sikhs who were imbued with religicus fervour, whether they 

were exeGhadritee like ©. Karam Sings of Daulatpur, ©. Piara 
Singh of Langeri anid &. Karam Eingh of Jhingar or Congress vorkers 
like €, Chattar Singh of Kandhela ani Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur?? 
or active soldiers as well as exesoldiers, like &.Kishan Singh 
Gargaj and €&. Amar Engh of Dhariwal, junped inte the fray. 

After the Nankana carnage the weakekneed policy of the 

Avali Dal and the Shiromani Guriwers Parbandhak Committee, 
compelled them to launch the Babbar Akali movement. Thus, it 
was a militant part of the general Akali novement, which aimed 
at the reform of the Gurdwaras, free from the direct or indirect 
control of the government. >" All thos: who did not subseribe 
to the policy of non-viclence or were disillusi-ned with it 
after the failure of non-cooperation movement, more so with 

ite withdrawal by Gandhiji after the Chaure-chauri inciient, 


cane into the fold cf the Babbar Axalis. 9 


The Sikhs who hai taken part either in the Ghadr 
mvement cr later in the Indisn Naticnal Congress were drawn 
to the Gurdwara Feformaticn movement, due to treir ardent love 
for religion and fervour for reform. It was the arena of the 


Gurdwara Reform movement whieh impelled them to organice 


93. Vide mabe dred of Pandit Durga Dass, Editor Urdu Weekly, 
v Wattan, and Manager Bari Doab Bank and Kx-General 
MIgPese Comnittes, Hoshiarpur (1971-30) told the 


x ecretary 


writer that Dhanna Singh Behbalpur was the General Secretary 
of his village ee Committee. 


9. Vide in erviews of Milkha Singh of Pinderi Nijjaran, 
dated Mareh 30,1987, S.Buta Singh of slacaaaaal ig Cor, 
eh. CON ee 
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Chakravarti Jathas, later to be called the Babbar Akali Jatha. 
Even some of the living Babbars concede that the atrocities 
at Nankana and Guru Ka Bagh turned them into militants. 

If some of the Babbare had Ghadrite antece‘ents there is no 
reason to link it in entirety with the Ghadr movement as 


such, © 


The Babbar Akali movement was, in fact a Sikh movement 
in its ineeption and was the direct outcome of that religious 
geal and passion which wae ebullient tc sze the Gurdwaras 
liberated as earlier as possible. Even the Ghadr movement was 
the outcome of the Sikh ethos. I: was, almost a Sikh movement. ?” 


Bhai Fandhir &ingh, stalwart of the Ghadr movement, 
himself conceded that the demoliticn of the wall of Gurdwara 
Rikab Ganj roused the ire of the Sikhs and the maltreatment of 
Koma Gata Maru Sikhs added insult to the injury.?? He himself 


f.n.95 contds 


dated November 20,1997, of &. Hardit Singh of Jassowal, 
dated September 9,199> md the statement of 5. Shiv fingh 
Haripur dated October 4,1983. 


96. Bammi, M.S. re 1 n Martyrs» New Deli,1977,p.49. 
&, Kartar si th of t ori Nijjran in his interview on 9th 
f eptember 13983, '. Surain Singh cf Daulatpur in his statement 
on September 26, 1993 and Bhagat Singh Bilga, Secretary, 
D.B.Y.L., Jullundur vide his interview to the writer 
on 10th December,1982, expressed the view that Babbars were 
inspired by the Ona movement. Derpite this, the fact 
remains that a seetion of the Akalis thought of violent 
means only when Nankana Carnage had taken place. 


97. Harbans Singh, — Rerita e of the Sikhs, New Delhi, 
1983, p26. 


38. Bhai Sahib, Bhai Randhir Singh, Jail Chithian, 
‘Ludhiana, 1981,p.506. 
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took part in an uneuccessfal attempt to attacx Ferozepur Fort 
on November 27,1914 ani was consequently arrested on May 9, 
1915 and was gaoled for a long term of iuprisonment till 
Oetober &,1930, u/s 121(a) of Indian Penal Code in the 

Eecond Lahore Conspiracy Case. He called himeelf as the first 
prisoner of the Akali movement who fought for the 'ikh right to 
lead life in the jail as preseribed by the Guru hisself. Others 
like Baba NWidhan Singh of Chugha of District Ferozepur, Udhes 
Singh of Kasel and Baba Wasakha Singh of Dadher of District 
Amritsar were of that tribe of adventurous heroes who combined 
religious fervour with radical polities an’ defied death with 
supreme scorn ari courage. Those Ghadriter who remained outside 
the jail, like Karam Singh of Jhingar, &.Karam Singh of 
Daulatpur and £.Assea Singh cf Phakrudi first joined the Iniian 
National Congress but after the Nankana tragedy they took 
Prominent part in the Gurdwara Reform movement. Subsequently, 
they became top-ranking members of the Babbar Akali Jathe. 

To conclude, it was the Gurdwara Reform Movement which might be 
considered to have been grown out of the Singh Sabha and the 
Ghadr movements’ ani not the Babbar Akali movement. It was 
the Curdwara Heform movement which, in fact, proved a fertile 
scil for the formation of the terrorist groups, leading to the 
birth of the Babbar Akali movement in the Doaba. 


99. Walia, Romesh, Praja Mar 
Patiala, 1972, 
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The genesis of the Babbar Akali mcevemsnt ean be 
comprehended only if it is wiewed as a resurgenee of the Sikh 
spirit exhibited by the martyrs in the eighteenth century. 

The Gurdwara Reform movement wa: also a revival of that spirit 
and the Babbar movement was net only a continuum of it but 

also an efflore -scence of the Sikh silitancy. A brief survey 
of the Akalis right from the time of Guru Gobind Singh ucto the 
present day will indubitably make us understand the Babbar Akalis 
from a correct historic:1 perspective. Akali is cne who is a 


1CC ana @ll those who like lotu: are above 


worshipper of Akal 
mundane life and live aecording to the will of suoreme God 

ani form the vinguard of the Gurdwaras, e:me to be enlled the 
Akalis,'0 
Singh used Nihangs and Waryags (Brave) in the cone and the same 


sense in ‘Chandi di Var’, 


The Akalis and Nihangs are synonyms ani Guru Gobind 


The sect of the Akalis differs from all cther fikh 
order: in being a militant organisation. In their wnilitary 
eapacity the Akslis were eslled 'Njhange' and they played a 


ry 
eonsideratle part in the Sikh history, O° fhey combined warlike 


activity with the relinguishment of the w-rld and became the 


103 


armed guardians of Amritsar. They alone among the ‘Sikhs 


eontinued to wear blue chequered robes and steel bracelets 
erdained by Guru Gobind Singh. 1° Daring the Sikh rule they 


10C. Bhasa Vibhag, Punjabi Kosh, Vol.I, Patiala,1978,pe35~< 
101. Bhai, Kahan rea fohan Koch, ares 7 36 « 
102, James Hastin Eneyelovaedia of Rel on arp 
1999, prec 9. 
she Panis loses NaRy 


3j3@P 
103. John Brad: fi 
1%. Paynes, CiHe, ‘ 


ind Su a,Del i? oa — 


Bhort Histor of the bikhe London, n/a,p 32 
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ehallenged all thore whe showed laxity in religious affair: and 
even Ronjit Singh was reprimanded for his moral depr:vity. During 
the British neriot, the outrages committed by the oriestr or the 
DPajaris within the £ikh shrines incurred the wrath of the 

Eikh eormunity. Its newly awakened spirit found expre:ficn in 

® eult essentially reminiscent of the Khalsa's militant past. 

Thus appesred the voliticsl Akali on the stare of the Sikh national 
drama. Though the word 'Akali! lost its oricinel si. nificance 

to the general suvlic it conveyed little meaning beyond meubership 
of the AKali Dal, yet its inward inspir..tion we: religiou: zeal, '°? 
All those in the wanguard of the $ikh strug:le for reform in 


Gurdwaras came te be ealled Akalis, © 


Thoee Akalise who advocated the ure ef wearons in 
defiance of the official Akali policy of noneviclence came to be 
ealied brave (Waryam) or the Babbar Akalis. ‘They followed the 
tradition laid down by the Tenth Gura an! strongly believed 
that, "when ali cther means have failed, it is lawful to have 
recourse to arms". They were ac religioue as the Akalis thoagh 
the Government doubted that they had any genuine inter ct in the 
religious side of the Akali movement.'°? They differed 
markeily from the Akalis in one rerpect. They came out ovenly 


against the Government, made seditious spev-ches, threatened 


105. Smith , V."., The Aksli Da) and Shiyovani Gurdwara Parbandhal 
Committee 1921er2 (A Confidentia.s Memorand im) ,Sinia, 1922. 
eproduced e Panja ; a? 9p--79. 


4106, Caveeshar, fee, wee a) Lahore, 1937,p.2<6. 
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violent actions and beerme 'Chakarvartis' te 1.014 ap» rehension. 
Seon, they organised themselver into a group in the Doaba 

Bist Jullundu:. fome places beceme so fused with the events 
taking place in them that their very names are charged with 
special significance. Quite richtly, the Doabn enme to be 
associated with the Babbar Akali m vement. Thus, the Babbar 
Akali novement which apvesred on the scene in the Doabs was the 


Oitcome cf the Gurdwara Reform movement. 5 


108. Punjabi Kosh, Vol.IV, Shas. Vibhar, Pstiala,1973, p.335. 


It has been ineorrectly mentioned therein th:t the 
Rabbar Akali Jetha was a political wing of the Akalis 
and remaine? active during the World War I. In fact, 
the Babbar Akali movement took shape only after the 
Nankana tragedy. 
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1II 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES Cl THe MCVEMENT 


No popuiar movement is ever started with the ore- 


determined aims. Every novement is like « trickle in the 
initial stege which changes into a stream and ultimately 
takes the shape of a river. The nature and the process of the 


mvement too determine its aime. 


The Babbar Akali m-vement had originated when the 
Gurdwara Reform movement was parsing through a crucial stage. 
It was an offeshoot of the Akali movement. The Akali Dal 
and the fhiromani Gurdwara Parbanidhak Committee were following 
the policy of passive resistance under the influence of Gandhi 
ji. The Panjab Government covertly supported the Mahants and 
that led to the bloody massacre at Nankana Sahid on February 
20,1921. The aim of the Gurdwara Reform movement was the 
ouster of the depraved Mahants in a pacific anid non-violent 
manner. But the militants among the Akalis were disillusioned 
with it. They stood for avenging the Nankana tragedy. This 
was an embryonic stage of the Babbar Akali movement. The 
aim of the group war to eliminate all those who were trying 
to terpedo the Gurdwara Reform movement. At this stage 


1. Kotovaky, G., History of India, Moscow, 1979, Book 11,p.168. 
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they aimed to murder the toadies and procure the weapons ™ 
go that the antagonists might be dealt with effectively.” 
Eubsequently, &. Kishan Singh Cargaj and others conspired 
to murder Sardar funder Singh Majithia, Baba Karter Fingh 
Bedi, Mahant Basant Dass of Manak, Mahant Dewa Dass of 

Wankana, Messrs C.M. King and J.W. Bowring as they vere 

eFurposet te be obstructing the mevement for the reform cof the 


Curtwarae.> 


According to a C.I.D. report, the militants aimed 
at creating a rising in the Patiala state, seeking the Bolshevix's 
help an? inciting rebellion on the Frontier. They were also 
trying to foment trouble in the central Panjab, to procure 


weapons and te mirder the enemies cf the Khalsa Panth.* 


In pursuance of this plot, Master Mota Singh crossed 
the Frontier. The militants also collected arms ind ammunition 
and made attempts to murder the Mahant of Manak and Sardar funder 
Singh Majitha. They were planning to wpurder Mr.C.W. Bowring, 
fuperintendent of Police, Lahore, when they were arrested. 

The arrest cf the two of the conspirators at Lahore foiled 
their plan and their eschene fell like a house of cards. 

Then started the Akali conspiracy case in which 25 persone 
were implicated, out of whom 5 absconded, 6 became approvers, 
one died ani 13 were tried. Out cf the accused sent for trial 


2. Paper Book, Babbar Akali Conspiracy Care, p.40. 
3. Babbar Akali case, Judgement, 1925,p.2. 
4. Home-Politicesl, File No.268/1922,0.6. 
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three were sentenced to 5 yearr each, while others were 
ere 


The prominent members cof this group were Master Mota 
Singh of Patara and &.Kishan Singh 'Gargaj' of Birring .° 
Master Mota Singh had left India in the second week of June, 
1217” and Kishan Singh Gargaj also became fugitive from 
justice with the intention of forming a Chakarvarti Jatha 


with the following aims t- 


(4) to move about freely in the country an spreai 


hatred against the government, 


(44) to terrorise the loyalists and supporters cf the government 
so that theymight refrain from giving information abcut 
the movement and the activities of the Jatha, 


(iii)to stir up the peasantry ani to seduce army, especially 
the “ikh portion of it. 


(iv) to collect money and procure weapons, am 


(v) To stage a revolution on lines similar to the mutiny of 


1857.° 


5. The Lahore, 13 June, 1922, Also wide Hone-Political, 
@ No.268/192,p.7- 


6. The Journal of Indian Histcry, Vol.I, Part II, August,197<. 
(K.K.Perti in his article The Babbar Akali Movement, p.“96 
mentions Keram Singh Daulatpur in the Akali Conspiracy Case 
of 1921, whieh is not correct). 

7. Sadhu Singh Patara, Master Mota Singh Ji, Jiwani, 

Amritsar, 1970,p.1%3. 

Makheuspuri, €under Singh, Babbar Acali Leher. , Hoshiarpur, 
1950, p.6, is not correct in stating that Master Mota Singh 
went to Kabul on May 31,1921. 


8. Babbar Akali case Judgement,p.-. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


81 


Kishan Singh Gargaj was the moving spirit of this breakaway 
grou? from the Akali Party. He evaded arrest and whipved up 
earpaign against the British rule. His first speech at 
Mastuana in June,1921 cle:rly unfolded hir plan of armed 
insurrection. He exhorted the audience to wield the sword.” 
Since then, he carried on a virulent campaign arain t the 


govern ent. In November ,19°1, the Chakarwarti Jatha was formed 


to achieve there aime. The Chakarvartis used the Akali and 
Congress stages and supported those movements as well. They 
extended a helping hand to the Akalis in capturing “iratpur 
Gurdwara on 13th January,1927, °° though the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhax Committee disapsroved forci.le capture. || 
The cause of the Sikh Gurdwaras remained ever dear to 


them. At the time of Guru 4a Bagh morcha they offered ail the 


possible help. Though their means were nvt appreciated by 
the Shiromant Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee yet chey carried 
on their activities to help the Gurdwara Reform Movement. us 
It wae on March 19,192 at Sangowal diwan that they felt 

the audacity of the toadies anid decided to remove their fear 


by acting boldly and ado t the following me: surest 


?. Makhsuspuri, Sunder fingh, Babbar Akali Lehar, Amritsar, 
1970, p.5?. 


10, Ibid., ped. 


11. Partap Singh, Gurdwara Sudhar Arthat Axali Lehar,op.cit.p.135 
12. Paper Book, Babar Akali sonspiracy, Trial No.II,p.77. 
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1. to deliver warning to the toadies (2) to ehon off 
their ears and noser if they failed to heed warning and 
(3) to arm themselves. > 


They had to revise their objectives aft:r the 
incident at Sundh where Suhder Singh Makhsuspuri ani Arjan 
Singh|Sundh were arrested and Kishan Singh Gargaj narrowly 
escaped on May 11,1922, 1" 


The Chekarvarti Jatha headed by 5. Kishan Singh 
created an awakening in the Jullundur area whereas the 
Jatha of &.Karam Singh cf Daulatour was active in Hochiarour. 
In August,19°2 both there jathas were merged and the Babbar 
Akali Jatha war launched in its meeting at Rajowal in the 
hermitage of Sant Thakar Singh. |? The Babbar Akali jatha 
earrie’ on a relentless programme anc was able to incite 
hatred agninst the government. Its success made the government 
more cautious ani the police more vigilant. Heavy rewards 
were offered by the government to arrest Kishan Singh, Karam 
Singh of Daulatpur ani others. This, once again, compeiled 
them to revise their objectives. In their meeting held at 
Jassowal on December 25,1972, they decided to follow a programme 
of murdering the toadies 16 nis deeision war ap>roved by the 


13. Makhususpuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar,op.cit., 
D.68. 


14, Ibid., pW. 
15. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.13. 
16. Makhsuspuri, Sund r Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar,oo.cit.,p.96. 
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Working Committee on lecember 30031,192° at Jassowal. The 


foiiowing decisions were taken: 


1) The workinr committee alone was competent to decide 
when anid by whom a particular toady was to be murdered. 
No member was te initiate any action arbitrarily. 


2) In ease a member comes across a toady, per chance, he 


should be murdered. 


3) No valuables of the toadies were to be removed without 
the prior inetructions of the working committee and the 
game be handed over to the working committee intzct so that 
the amount might be used to purehase arms and meet the 


expenses of the 'Bab ‘kali Doaba!’. 


u) Neither the children of the toadies nor their wowen | 
folk be to.iched during an operation against them. 


5) Only those will be enrolled ace members of the Babbar 
Akali jatha who perform their duty by giving up all other 
engagements on the ¢all of the working committee, 


6) The deeision of ehoprzing of the noces and ears was 


replaced by immediate and instant murder. 


7) Every murder would be announced in the nane of two | 


or three Babbars in a special leaflet. 


8) While the Babbars were forbidden to loot innocent 
persons, the property of the government, toadies ani 
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notorious money lenders was considered legitimate for the cause. '” 


Kishan Singh Gargaj had steered the party clear of the 
murderous assaults. Sut after his arrest on February 26,1923, 
the Babbare resorted to indiscriminate murders. Their object 
war to expel the British rulers by violent means 9 ani they 
aimed to implement their revolitionary plan by collecting arms 
and stirring the army and the peasantry. They followed the 
Machiavellian principles ani believed in the dictum: “Where 
trere is hove only in arms, those arms 3re holy", '? They 
staked everything for the realisation of their aim of serving 
the country and the Khalsa Panth. The money looted in 
dacoities was never used for personal ends>° They aimed 
at the expulsion of the British from India becaure they stood 
for the service of the country as weli as the Panth.* The 
arrest of the leading Babbars irked them and they embarked upon 
the course of surder:, They were conscious of the fact that 
their struggle wae of a vaster magnitude, Their aim was not 
simply to wrest the Gurdwaras from the Mahants but also to 


liberate the country from the alien rulers. 


17. Ibid., pp.98-99. Also vide C.F. Isemonger's evidence in The 


Babbar Akali Conepirac Quoted in the Civil and Military 
Gazette, October, 31,1993. 


18. The Khoj] Darpan, Amritsar, January 1987, p.104. 
19. eee ea ee anstated by George Bell) San 


t 


Francisco,June 1925 ,p.1385. 
20. Gurbdachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.<0. 


of Struggle for India) 


4 


+t Bea * : 


o1. oo P.De, 
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The study of the aims of this movement can be viewed 
properly only if literature of the Babbars is also taken into 


account. No doubt, much of that w.s proscribed and was not 
easily availiable. However, the residual obtainable literature 
is enough to give us a peep into their aims. The Home- 
Political series of the record at the Nati onal Archives of 
India, etatements of the prosecution witnessawho were mainly 
hirelings and qiuislings; the government officials and the 
ap~rovers fceus our attention only on a part cf the story 
and to rely entirely on them would be detrimental to the 
interests of both, hirtory as well as the truth. 


A perusal of the literature in the vagee of the Garga} 
1i1', the Akali-Te-Paridesi, the Babbar Akali Doaba and the 


Kirti demonstrate the aims of the brave Akalis. The writings 
of Master Mota Singh, ©. Kishan Singh Gargaj, *. Karam Singh 
of Daulatpur, &.Hari Singh Khanda, Arjan Singh Sach, Banta 
Singh, Waryam Singh, Dhanna Singh, Nand Singh and many others 
bring into lime light the aims for which they laid down their 
liver. Master Mota Singh strove to awaken the masses and 
Keeping this end in view, he absconded. He wen" to 
Afghanistan and the Frontier ‘to study the political affairs 
and conditions there’ oe 


22. The Panjab Press Abstract Vol.xxxiv No.17, p.#96, 
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He advocated the eleetion of the poor peasants and labourers 
for the Congrere and the Akali organisations.°> Thi: was | 
a pointer in the direction in which his sind was working. 
Theugh the religious and political airs were immediately 
emphacized yet under the indirect influence of the Bolsheviks, 
he gave hist thoughts to the econonic emaneipation as well.** 
It was significant thst he lashed mercilessly at che feudal 


aristocracy as well as the institutions of orivate oroperty.°? 


Kishen Singh Gargaj, who wis the Chief architect 
of the Babbar Akali movement enunciated the ains cf the 
movement in his poems and letter: very cle:.rly. when he 
left army, he was an advocate cf passive resistance like 


26 His poems published 


the Congress and the Sikh League. 
in various issues of the Gargaj Akali supported this 
eontention. He alluded t: the martial nature of the fikhe 
and suggested to the British rulers that it was in their 
interest to hand over the reins of the state whieh they had 
graboed very unseruvulously.°” He also exhorted the 

Sikhs to fight for the vindication of their religion and 


national honcur and called upon them to go to the seaffold 
23. The Akali, Lahore, June 3,1922. 


au. 2 Sohan Singh, Akali Morchian Da Ithar, Delhi,1972, 
pe4+65. 


25. Naranz, A.Se, Storm Over the Sutlej, New Delhi,1983,p.59. 
26. The Gargaj Akali, Amritsar, July 31,192. 


27 Ibid., February 28,1922. 
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28 The liberation of the 


but never to seex forgiveness. 
Gurdwaras was to be their avowed object ani duty to look 

after their religious places was their inalienable and 

sacred birth right.’ ? The historical events depicting the 
prowess of the Sikh heroes were recalled te develop ani 

create strong antipathy against the Britirh Raj. The puliing 
out of the 'keshas' of the Sikhs by the nolice during the 

Guru Ka Bagh morcha was galiing and they urged the ‘ixhs to 
taze up the gauntlet.2° fo the Babhar Akalis, the reform 

of the Gurudwaras was not a seduded issue. I+ wae a part of 
the freedom etrugele. Sacha Singh, Editor of the Punjab 

Darpan, was near the truth when he wrote, "I: the 

Sikhs are obliged to resort to the passive resistance, they 
wili do so not for the sake of Swaraj but for the Gurdwara 
Reform Movement... The re:son was Summed up by Sardar 

fardul Eingh Caveeshar, when he wrote, "The [ikh xnows that if 
hic religion is safe, he ean certainly regain the lost 

Liberty of his country. A sikh wante to fight his country's 

32 


battles from the vantage ground of his religion. It was 


28. Ibid., April 14,197, 

29. Toid., April 21,1922. 

30. The Gargaj Akali, Amritrar,April 20,1372. 

31. The Punjab Press Abstract XXXIV Nc.18, May 7,1921. 


32. Caweesher, Sard2l Singh, fukn ftudiess Lahore , 1937 
(repr: Auced in the Panjab Past and Pre:ent, April 1973, 


p.123). 
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not surprising that Kishen Singh Gargaj asked the Indians 
tc take courage as the ‘waraj wis near.2> He also wanted 
freedomfor the Khalsa Panth so that 'DHAMMA! and 'TRUTU are 
preached without any control cr inhibition."3* He wa: very 
fore at the honcurs doled out to the traitors: anc toadies 
by the rulers.?° His ap-eal to the Maharaja of Patiala 

to eware cf the underhand activities of his Prime Minister, 
fir Daya “ishan Kaul, wes not merely a poetic effusion, 2° 
but was rather based on the etar realities. The later 
events proved hin right. Perhans he war aware of the 
manoeuvres of Sir Daya Kishan Kaul to win cver certain 


militants for the British masters. 


€, Kishan Singh Gargaj was a staunch follower of 
Master Mota Singh. His arrest on 16th June,19°° shocked 
him. We bemoaned the traiters who betrayed their he:oes 
for 2 farthing 2” He was fully eonscious cf the fict that 
his arrest would certainly taxe the Akalis away from their 
destination of controlling their Curdwaras anc getting such 
a bill passed whieh would give them full liberty in religious 


affairs. The Panjab Government pacsed a Curdwara Biil in 


33. The Gargaj Akali, Amritssr, April 28,1972. 
34. Ibid, Avril 30,1922. 

35. oid, May 12,1927, 

36. Ibid, Jane 3,192°. 

37. The Gargaj Akalj, Amritsar, July 10,192°. 
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19°92 but the Sikhs ignored it.38 -« Kishan Cingh Gargaj 
alluded to i: when he wrote that the Sikhs had no faith in 
the Government ani they were ready for civil disobeiience.”” 
These references showed that the militants hed no programme 
to comrit murders and dacoities. Kishan Singh,in a letter 
rebutted the eharge cf murders ant dacoitier because he 


consicered them aguinst the prineinles of Fikhism, © 


Though he advecated a hard line and ovenly threatened 
the toadies in his speceches and in the pnoems an? Editoriais 
of the Babbar Akali Doaba, yet he never took rart in any 


violent action. Hie thoughts swerved fradunlly to the 
necessity of reformins the toadier whe steod in the way of 

the Akali movement as the cause of the Panth was dezr to 

him, when Pritam Eingh, a discinle of Sant Mit fFingh of 
Gurdwara Kishen Pura, complained again. t the duplicating of the 
Baboar Akali Doaba in the Curdwara, Jathedar Kishan Singh ie 


gsni?a +9 have admenished him and told him th: the Curdwara 


belongei tc the Panth: he was dcing wor« fer the Panth and 
it was not for him to imede anid obstruct hin. In one of 
the poem: printed in the'Babbar Akali Doaba' at Kishan Pura, 


he also sugrested in unequivocal terme to the Sikhs to 


38. The Sikh Gurdwaras ani shrines Bill wer introduced in the 
Panjab Legislatay: Couneil on April 5,139°1 for the first 
time. It was introduced again on November 7,192. 
Finally, it was introduced and passed on July 7,19°5. 


‘paj Aksli, Amrit:er, July 20,1°%?, 
40, Inid., July 31,1922. 
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murder the Bri:cish rulers. He wrote? 


Handian Kar Ke Khero fare, 


Goli Ducman di Chhati Jaro Sare. *' 


They resorted to the prorramme of murdering the 
toadies, when the situation became very critical and the 


toatiies began to play with fire. 


The poems which refiected the aims of the Babbar 
Akalie, were produced from a diary of the Babbare by the 
Crewn Counsel, Mr. Pittaan in the Court of Mr. L.A. Bull, 
Epecial Magistrate, Lahore. These poeas exhorted the 
compatriots to «ill the tyrants by wielding the sword ami 
giving up the timid attitude of calling the Briti: h Government 


their meebap. The country men were culled upon to act 
unitedly so that the country he liberated 2 


bt. Ps ye Book PULLS ay » p.615. 

) mii, Le ember 9,1923. 
The following extract highlights the aims of the 
bars t~ 


wi atd ge a nant 2 , td wet wd wire sa uf 

ae Bu w frat s zea ada, fret want 2 Va we aa ue | 
dy uaz 8 frat 8 gu few , 8a? gent @ de aroz aa ug | 
fdefes unt sw ofez 22 , fad fad 82 Ce us sa us | 
ne Bau st wefaw 2, wd afew few wr mire sa ug 
du gre vt we yg sus, aat ds t da faresa ue" 
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The fifteen issues of the ‘Babbar Akali Doaba't also 
acquainted the peoole with their aims and o:jectives. These 
issues contained the poems ani articles of Jathedar Kishan 
Singh Cargaj, &. Karam Eingh of Daulatpur, Sunder Singh, 
Arjan Singh ‘Sach! of Kharaudi, Hari Singh 'c<handa’ of 
Cheia, Labh Singh of Jassowal ani Fanta Singh 'Nidharak' 
as well as the resolutions and Declaraticns of the Babbar 
Akalis. Through the pages cf the 'Sabbar Azali Doaba't 
they exhorted the Hindus, Muslims and fFikhs to unite so that 
she traitors -e extirpated. £. Kishan Singh in "Khande da 
geet" not only praised the Congress leader: like C.R. Dass, 
Dr. Saifeud-din Kitehlew ani M.K.Gandhi ani Akali leuder: 
like Baba Khara< Singh, Sunder Singh Lyallpuri, Sardui fingh 
Caveesher ani others but also urged them to wield the 


sword 43 


In the pages cf the 'Babbar Akali', the Babtar 
stalwarts advoc:ted the necessity of the viclent means. 
Karam f£ingh{Daulatpur made it clesr that the Babbar Adalis 
had abandoned passive resistance ani decided to pounce 
upon, maim and mangle the toadies to pieces as if they 
were quatis.** He also appealed to the Khalsa Panth to take 
4S 


the sword fo that the 'Feringhee'’ be expelled from the country 


43. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.134. 


bL, Ibid., pp.37-38, Also vite Labh Eingh, Jassowal, 
Sankhep Ithas Babbar Akali, Phagwara, 196°,p.66. 


45. Paver Book Babbar Akali conspiracy, p.226. 
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In one of the iseues of the Babbar Axkali Doaba the Khalsa 
Panth wat asked to read the si-nse of the time and sing songs 
of liberty. Addre-sing the Khalsa nation, the issue reads: 
'If you refuse t® be awakened, the English will devour you. 
Without a violent struggle Indie will not be ‘free. Non- 
Violence har stirred the masses, but viclence alone wili 


bring the final victory’ 46 


In the Babbar Akali’s i: sue of 19th November,1923, the 
Sikhs were asked to give uo miiitary service under the British 
Governnent. The saver wrotes 'If you still fight the Pathans 


for the sake of the English, I doubt, if you sre a &4ich' ald 


The Kanuni diary reeovered from Babu Santa Singh 
further threw light on the aime cf the Babbar Akalis and their 
real enemies, against whom they were fighting. The English 
were branded ar the leech that had sucked the blocd of the 
Khalsa. The Sikh Panth was asked to shake off lethargy and 


vindicate the honcur of their faith.*? 


The Babbars were sore at the attitude of the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee which was obstructing the work 
of the Babbar Akalis by withdrawing “gewaks". Though they 
resorted to stray murders in the beginning but they tho .ght of | 
entering into conflict with the English in the end to avenge 


46. The Tribune, Lahore, October 6,1973,p.9. 


47. The Tribune, Lahore, Septe=b«r 1,1923, pol. 
48. The Tribune, Lahore, August 31,1923,p.7. 
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the repression that was then being practised,?° 


The aimsof the movement hai been specifically 
highli-hted in one of the poems written by Dhanna fingh.?© 
The Babbars came in the field fully armed beeaure they were 
sick of the atrceities of the government. They werr bent 
on settling the scores with the enemies. They hit the 
traitors hard ani were not afraid of the dacoits even. They 

aimed at liberating the country. [hey ehose the arducus 
path of reforming the toadies. Alli those, who stood in their 
way, were to be murdered. They were deterzined to expel the 
foreigners, kill the traitors, the toadies and the friends of 
the enemy and other wicked fellows. All this was to be 


dene to achieve one purpose i.e. the freedom cf the country. 


&9. Loc. cit. 


50. Babbar Goonj, San Franc {eo re 
Singal, D.P.,Dre, Pp oF 
1970,p.191. 


Babber Akalian Da Da: san hal ji, 

Kar Ke Khial Euno, Nau Nihal ji, 

Gori Government Hathon Ak ke, 

Ae Gae waidan Vich teg Chak ke, 
Duswanan Nun hath aapne Vakhaunge, 
Hind Nun Azad Babbar Karaunge, 

Phirde Jholichukan da Sudhar Karde, 
Dakuan Kolon Nahin Mool Darde; 

Mar Mar Goli Chhatian nun Parde, 
Tholichuk jihre Baithe Vich aarde _ 
Jinhe Desh Ghati Janan ton Makaunge, 
Hind nun Asad Babbar Karaunge,. 

Babbar Kehande Hind Vichon Gore Kadhne, 
Mittar Vi Dushmanan de Nahin Chhadne, 


05. (Quoted in 
s, Ludhiana, 


f.n.contd ee 
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The Babbar Akalis were follicwing the maxim of 
"striking at the roots so thst branches night wither away 


off themselves! Rightly or wrongly, they believed the 
toadies to be the pillars of the bureaucracy. To them the 
toadies were as dangerous a5 the foreign rulers.?' They 
vere part cf the government machinery. To create terror among 
the British rulerr and to compel them to leave the country, 
they resorted to coup de main on the toadies.°- Banta Singh 
of Dhamian in one of his poeme made it clenr that the 
Babbars had launched ‘a fight to finish’ operation against 
the toadies. He wrote thst they ha? put their hands on 
the tri: gger by the order of the Almighty. Their purpose 
was the extermination of the toadies and to hurl defiance 
at the foreigcn rulers.?* The toadies had been calied 
‘bastards! whom no body could save from nemesis.” 


50 cont- | 


Karna Asad Hindustan Nun 

Nahin Rehan dena Kite Beiman Nun, 
Viche Mar dene Jihare Sanun Hataun e, 
Hind Nun Asad Babbar Karaunge. 


51. The Ajit (Punjabi weladuimenenaile July 20 eink 


§2. oe Pb T a 
Independence, Op .C: =. De Be 


53. Fingal, tle Panjab’ Kavita da Viises(1901-25), Ludhiana, 
7C De 191. 


5%, ane 

= Fendt trative of the determination of the Babbars 

is reproduced below: 

are xd feo wes We, unde an few wy few we 42: 

frat wut Sut wawt sa weet, Oh gat 2 vs geweed | 

de ffufeaay J Wa ta, ws tet fee shes WR 

bi atone J tt, ue 3 on’ £ 
, te ta a 

u oe 
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Assa Singh of Phakrudi, a prominent Babbar Akali, 
who, later on, turned approver also admitted that their 
aim was to expel the monxey-faced foreigners ani murder 


trem as they were responsible for their economic i1ils 8 


Khan Sahib, Mir Fazal Imam, D.i.P., ©.1.D. , Panjab, 
P.WwuU7+ stated that their ubktimate object was to subvert 
the British rule in Iniifa. The Sikh religion was also 
used arc a means of ineiting the veovle aguinst the government. 
The object of the organisaticn was to malign the gcvernment 
by fair or foul means and intisidating the ioyalists so that 
they night withdraw their support to the governnent? ” and 
refrain from supplying information against the party. 


The aimsof the Babbar Akalfi movement were specified 
vy Rai Sahib Lala Bhagat Ram, assessor in the following words? 
"They tried to create disaffection against the government 
with the object of raising a rebellion, turning the 
British out of India and establishing the “ikh Faj in 
the provinee and Ewapaj in India. This was the ideal or 
objective which they plaeed before the public. They wanted the 
pablic to believe that the British Government was tyrannical} 
it had been the eause of Nankana Tragedy, had taken away the 


56. Paper Book, Babbar Akali Conspiracy, pp.216=276. 
57. Idid., Pp B42, 
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keye of the Golden Temple at Amritear and obstructed their 


efforts to take possession of ani manage their Gurdwaras.”° 


Though the assessoy hai, by an’ large, correctly 
assessed the aims of the Babbar Akali movement yet the 
nostalgic references tc the Sikh history by then misled 
him to believe that the Babbare were endecvouring to 
establish a Sikh kaj. What they aimed at, was the freedom 
to control their religious shrines. when they found that the 
government stood in their way, they worked fcr the liberation 
of the ccuntry as that would automatically emancipate the 
Gurdwaras. The struggle that ensued took a violent turn 
due to the nefarious activities of the loyalists and the 
toadies. Even the learned Judge agreed that the aim of the 
movement was to bring revolution in the berinning and it 
did not inelude the programsue of murdering the toadies.°? 

Mic. J.K.M. Tapp, Additional SessionsJudge, who heard the 
Babbar case, 2180 dwelt upon their aime. He brought out their 
objectives clearly when he deliverea the judgement. He wrote 
that the Babbars hac advise d the Hindus, Moham-edans and 
Sikhe to unite and organise insurrection, wield the sword, 
behead the tyrants, burn and plunder police stations and 
treasuries amit blow up the railway lines. The regiments 


58. Ibid. 9 pe1072. 


Case rement, pot 38. 
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were also invited tc Join and plunder the magazines ."°° Thus 
the perusal of the available Babbar literature, Babtar Akali 
cases, statements of the Babbare, approvers and the 
prosecution witnesses, crystalises the following aims and 


objects! 


(1) They aimed at liberating their country frcm the 


foreign clutches. 


(7) ‘They wanted nct only the Reformacion of the gurdwaras 
but also their contrcl. They foliowed the footsteps 
of Guru Gobind Singh and did not do any thing against 
the eardinal principles of the Fikh religion.©' 

I; included avenging atrocities committed in the 


: 62 
woricus ©ikb shrines. 


(3) They wanted to achieve these cherished aims by 
eollecting weapons. 

(4) They aimed at murdering the toadies ar the latter had 
helped the foreign rulers. 

(5) They advocated unity among the Fikhe, Hindus and 
Muslias. 


Thus their aims were not different from those 
of the Indian Nattonal Congress, the Sikh league and the Akalis. 


60. Ibid., p60. 
61. The Te Pardesi, March 6,1925. 
62. Arjan Singh Gargaj, »ULDA » Delhi,p.26,n/d,p 026. 
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The differenee lay in their meanr. They advocated with 


conviction the use of violent means whereas other parties 
followed non-violent non-cooperation with blind-folded loyalty. 
The aims and approsch of the Babbar Akalis may be summed up in 
the words of Bawa Harkishan Singhs ‘Babbar Akalis' was a group 
of Akalis who were in oven violent revolt against the British— 
Babbar Akalis and we were poles apart. We were followers of 
non-viclence. “e had a vwery restricted aim and that was reform 
ont possession of the Gurdwaras. They wanted to turn out the 
British from India.°> Thus the movement was anti-imperialist, 


nationalistic and militant in its ains.©* 


A resume of the Babbar Akali movement clearly brings 
out the ups and downs of the changing situation, compeliing 
them to echange their objectives and shift their stand in 
accordance with the need of the hour. To start with. they stood 
for the reformation of the Gurdwaras in a non-viclent manner. 
The repressive poliey of the Panjab Government in support of 
the Mahants agsinst the Akelis worked up their anger and in 
their propaganda tours they asked the people to revolt. When 
the informere end the British stooge: pored a danger to then, 
they staked their all for their "Sudhar"™ — an euphemism for 


63. Bawa Harkishan Singh, Reminisce he Akali Movement, 
reproduced in Ajit (English) Weekly, May 21-27,1933. 


64. Babbar Akali case Judgement,p.132. 
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the extermination and liquidation of the jholichueks .°? They 
were, perhaps, convinced that non-violence would do them no 
good. Only violence would assist the establishment of a 
free government which was their ultimate aim, 06 


65. Hartans Singh, Heritage of the Sikhs, Rew Delhi,1933,p.279. 
66. Homes Politiczl, File No, 265 K.wW /1926, p.132. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


100 


The Babbar Akali movement is an intricate arm! complex 
subject ani so is its sure too. It emerged when the 
peaceful Akali struggle for the reforms of the Gurdwaras 
was passinr through a crucial stage, . and was consequently a 
sequel of the same. The Gurdwara Reform movement popularly 
known ar Akali Movement, itself, was an off-shoot cf the National 
Movement= and was running paraliel to the Nonecooperation | 
movement started by the Indian National Congress. In fact, 


it was acting like a yeast to it.? 


sven & cursory glance 
at the ends and the means cof these movements will help us 
understand the nature cf the Babbar Akali movement and view 


it through a prover perspective. 


The Indian National Congress in its special session _ 
held in Caleutta on 4th ceptember,1920 apvroved and adooted 
the policy of progressive, non-violent non-cooperation until 


Ewarajya was established.” Its goal was thus to achieve 


1. Mohimier Singh, The Akali Movement, on.cit., p.113. 
2. Caveeshar, Sardul Singh, ' es, Lahore, 1937. 
(Keproduced by Dr. Ganda Sing ; b P 
Present, Vol.VII, Part I, April,19 9 Del 
36 Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, Punjabi Euba, op.cite, Dewee 
kk, Majumdar, F.C., Struggle For Freedom, op.cit., Vol.XI,p.333. 
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politiesl emancipation thrcugh peaceful means. In contrast 
to this, the Sikhs, despite the influence of Gandhiji, found 
their wain outlet in religious activities.” 


VM. Smith in his eonfidential Memorandum alluwied to 
this when he stated that though the Civil Disobedience movement 
had found favour with the Sikhs, yet the £ixh movement was not 
allowed to come under the control of the Congrers.° Sucha 
Singh, Editor of;"Panjab Darpan', wrote on 2Cth April,1921 
that “the Gurdwara sovement is a purely religious ovement 
and it has no direct relntion with the Non-cooperaticn 
movement .... If the Sikhs ore obliged to resort to passive 
refrirtance, they will do so not for the sske of fwaraj, but 
for the reform of the Gurdvaras .""7 Though P.O. Donnell, 
Deputy Comrissioner, Campbelipcre, in his letter to the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Panjab viewed the Akali 
movement Sui generis yet he also confessed that its aims were 
religious and not political and its leader: had, in fact, 
persistently denied that they had any political object.? 


The Indian National Congress and the Akali movement 
struggled to achieve their respective goals wit! similar weapons. 


Ss Sahni, iuehi Ram, § 
op.cit., p 60 @ 


ay 
jential peer iee Fiala, 1922, reproduced 
by Ganda Singh, 


ato iOS. Paniabd Past and Present, Vol.I, Part II, 
Oc tober ,1 967, Pe 


Da the Panjab. Press Abstract Lahore, 7 May,19°1, VYol.XxxIV, 
No.18, p.i. 


8. Home Department, Political, file No.106/11/1922,.7. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


102 


The Akali movement was launched by the Sikhs to liberate 
Gurdwaras from the control of the Mahants and the Panjab 
Covernment came in picture only when it backed the latter. 
The Congres: objec:ive of political emaneipaticn was 
explicit ani it was a challenge to the government. Both 
the parties followed a peaceful course ani adopted non 


violent policies. 


In contrast to these parties "The fikh Babra strove 
to establish" an "Indisn Raj” threugh violent means. Though 
they stood fer the freedom of the Curdwaras like the Axalis, 
yet the charge “hat shey wanted to deprive His Majesty of 
his dominion in the Panjab to establish fikh Raj wus only to 
unierrate their objectiwer, ‘hey waged a grim struggle to 
liberate the country and to achieve this they adopted terroristic 


tools. 


The Babbar Akali ovement was regional in nature. 
Its fiels of operation was a part cf the central Panjab. 
Its bastion was the area lying between the rive: s, Sutl<«j and 
Beas, comprising the district: cf Jullundur, Hoshiarpur and the 
erstwhile “tate of Kapurthala. Though the a‘tjoining reas 
of Ludhiana, Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Lahore, Sialkot 1s well age the 
districts of Lyallpur, Gujranwals and the ‘tates cf Maler:otla, 
Patiala and Eangrur remained a centre cf their activities for a 
very brief period, yet the novemen. could nct make any dent 
anywhere outside the Doaba. 
9. The word Baber spelt with single 'b' by Cavweeshar,S.&.,The & 
geags upoeay 237 th Sep pape er eae ia EAE 
Faniab bast ani present,’ than one grounds but. due to it arene 


usage in the government records,I have spelt it with Pies Tp! 
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The choice of Doaba Bist Jullundur as their bare of 
operation was strategically very scund. The geographical 
position of the Doaba greatly helped the Babb:r activities 
as it was full of rivulets known ar ‘choes'. These 'choes! 
prevente:! any effective implementation of volice or military 
action as there were neither roads in the village: situated 
vetween the various streams nor the bridges ani ferries to 
cross then. Besides, F&iwalik range was compored of a chain 
of hills runring from the north to so:theeast of Hoshiarpur 
District aboit 10C miles in Length anc from 8 to 12 miles in 
width at various points, afforde’? a wery safe shelter even for 
large bodies and was connected with the old trudition of the 


Khalsa a 


The movement was basically a Sikh movement. YThe 
Babbars glorified the wielding of the sword as the religious 
duty of the Sikhs. They followed the tradition laid down 
by the Tenth Curut- 


when all efforts to restore peace 
rOwe useless ani words not avail, 
awful is the flash of steel then and 

Fight it is the sword to hail.,, 


10. Home Department (Political), File No.13+/II/192,p.9. 


11. Guru Gobind Singh, Zafarnama (Ed), by Pandhol, G.f&. 
couplet No.46, p.ck. 


The couplet iss 
Chun Kar Az Hama Heelateie 
Dar Guzast, 
Halal Ast Burdan ba 
Sameheer dast. 
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It was the martial tradition of the Sikhe th:t 
nourished the Babbar Akali movement. The revolutionary 
character was the direct legacy of what Guru Gobind Singh 
had done to echallenge the Mughal tyranny and here the 
AKkalis followed in his footsteps caring little for their 
liver. Master Mcta Cingh, who was the precursor of the 
movement, Kishan Singh Gargaj, who war the leaier and many 
others like Dalip Singh cf Sadhara, Subedar Amar Singh of 
Dhaliwal, Udham Singh of Jandu fingha and Mula Singh of Bahowal 
and Karam Eingh of Daulatpur were devout Akalis and had occupied 
responsible positions in the Akali Dal and Chiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee, Master Mota Singn'® wig one cf these 
28 persons whe were tre elected members of the Interim Comittee 
of Akali Dal, on April &,1921, 3 Kishan Singh Gargaj worked 
as Secretary of the Akali Dal. He was elected to that 
august office on April 441921," He was a dedic:ted and devoted 
Sikh. While still in army, he embarked upon the course of 
baptising the fikhs. He propagated the principles of the 
Sikh religion in the Deeb. '” The service cf the Panth was his 


12. Mussafir, Gurmukh Cingh, Jiwan Bir 0 Mestet Mota & : 
Julliundur, 1923, p&9. Also vide & ngh, ter a 
Singh Ji (Siwani), Amritsar, 1970,p 12h, 

413. The Akali, Lahor= " 9) April, 19°%. 

14, Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, Hoshiarour,1950,p.82. 


15. Phu, Gurdial Singh, Choe Aje Nahin Cykks, Amritsar,1982, 
peti, 
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mission. No wonder, he is credited wit! an enrolment of 


16 


140C etrong Akalis. Bhai Mit Singh of Kishanpurs Gurdwara 


also corroborated this fact.’ ? 


The same is true of Dali: Singh of Sadhara, 


18 Subedar Asar 


Jatfeiar Nirvair Sevak Sdheed Jatha, Doaba. 
Singh of Dhaliwal was a military pensicner. He was the 
Jathedar of First Jatha of 101 military p neioners which 
courted arrest in Guru Ka Bagh morcha on 25th October ,1972..” 
He wart aleo a member cf the Chiromani Curdwars Parbandhak 
Committee. Similarly Uchan SinghJandu Singha, accused No.37 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, was also a member of the 
Ehiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee as well at the Axali 
Dal. He was one cf the three sembers who represented 
Jullundur District in a meeting of the General Body of the 
Akeli Dal, held at Akal Takhat on ?7th August,1922.°° Mula 
Singh of Bahcowal, who spearheaded the move to capture Gurdwara 
Anandpur €ahib and Gurdwara Kirat Pur Sahib also and took 
deep interest in the Babbar Axali mowement. When the toadies 
were holding the vroeCovernzent "Aman Sabha" ne -r Dhanow:11i in 
19°2, Jathedar Kishan cingh alongwith the Babbars captured 


thelr stare and began to deliver his lecture therefrom. He was 


16. Labh Singh Jassowal, oe rawarixh Babbar Aka 


Phagwara, 1969, pi. 


17. Paner Rook, Babbar Akali conspiracy, p.192. 
18. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Axali, op.cit., p.c-. 


khe 


19. Vide &.G.P.C. ees Per No.205, Quoted in Fahni, Rey 
Ap P. for Ref Sik) ray 2 oe pOP -C1t.»p. 153. 
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guarded by Mula Singh of Bahowal and Karam Singh of Jhingar. 
Mula Singh was armed with a gun." ' He was rightly called 
"General' due to his dash ani couraze. He war cone cf the 
toperanking menbers of the Akali Jatha, Hoshiarpar.*° 
Similarly Karam Singh of Daulatpur, who was a returned 
emigrant, took 'Pahul' after the Nanxana tragedy and led a 
Jatha to capture Gurdwara at Hothian in November, 1991." It 
seems unnecessary to maltinly inetancesr. There is net an 
icta of doubt in it thst the Babbar Akalis were genuine 
Akalie. They plunged in the Akali movement, due to their 
religious zesl. It is no wonier tha the numbcr cf the 
Babar Akalis conforming te the Sikh prineivle:, precepts 

and practices war overwhelmingly large. Their dres:, regular 
recitation of the secred Sikh secristare, observance cf Five 
(K's) Sikh symbols, regular norning recimen, faith in the 
'Gurmata’ and Ardasa in conformity with the basic principles 


of Sikh faith bring into sharp relief the true character cf 


the movemente?* They were genuinely interested inthe 


suceess cf the Akali movement; and to describe it merely a 


oi, Did I» Hee, Shiroma Akal Dal, Jullundur, 1973,p.81. 
Also vide Makhsuspuri, ©¢.°., Babbar Akali Lehar, on.cit., 
pp.14105, and 296. 


22. Register Karwai Akali Dal, p.?1. 


23. Paver Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy,p.216 (statement of 
ngh o } » an approver in the Babbar case). 


2+. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., pelt. 
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ruse-de-guerre ir unjustified.” The movemgent was an upsurge 
to liberate the Gurdwaras. The use of the arms, was 
according te the Sixh tradition. Thus evelving out of the 
Akali movement, ‘it was basically a religious enterprise’ .-° 
&. Nand Singh of Ghurial, accused Ne.:2 in the Main Babbar 
| Conspiracy case, in a poem, written arm! recited at the time 
of his execution, clesrly brought out to the fore this 
aspect when he said: “We have ciung to the scaffold withcut 
any remorse as we remember Mati Dass's Saga of Sacrifice. 
We belong to the same tribe of the martyrs, our blood and 
flesh is part of theire."’ He also emphasized that the 
Akalis underwent barbarities at Guru Ka Bagh, Nankana and 
Gangsar with matchless patience am only the Sikhs of the 
tenth Guru avenged the arrocities by kissing the executioner's 


noose with unparalleled courace.°© 


The Public Prosecutor in the Babbar ease also aliuded 


to the character cf the movement when he dwelt on Babbar courage 


25 . Kamlesh Mohan, Die? Mi | 7 
(a Ph.D. Thesis), G.N.D.University, pelt, 
She has failed to compreh:nd the true eharacter of the 
Babbar Akali movement. 


B C1919-35) 


26. £ .Harbans Singh, Editor-in-Chief, Encyclopaedia of Sikhisa, 
surcorted this view in hie letter written to the writeron 
February 15,1983. 


27. the Gurmat Missionary, Delhi, March-April,1982,p.20. 


28. Ibid., Pect. 
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and determination to prove his eharge by qucting Maram “ingh 
Daulatpuri's viewst- "The toadies have increased their 
activities due to the non-violence of she Akalis. If they are 
not riven tit for tnt, nom, when will there be an appro riate 
ocesnsion? We have given awsy our body an? soul to Curu Gebind 
Singh at the time cf initiasicn of Amrit. ‘fa are not afraid 
of deatt now." ? Thus the goal was cet for them and to 
achieve this goal they had to embark on a strong, stormy and 


ceaseless struggle. 


The movement, no doubt, was violent as the Babbars 
strongly believed thet the Biitish were ruling over India wi tt: 
might and foree and therefore, they should be overthrown by 
force alone. They enrolled men of insegrity and determinaticn 
who were ready to sacrifice their all for the liber::tion of the 
country.°° They doubted Iniia's ability to beccme an 
independent nation if ehe fought with abstract weapons. The 
efficacy of Gandhian ahimsa as a weapon to liberate India was 
doubted even as late ac 19:5 by Mayor La Guardia of Rew York.>' 


V.M.Smith, S.P.(CID) Punjab in his ccnfidential 


memorandum of February,1922 alluded to the violent cha: acter 


29. The Akgali Te Pardesi, December 20,1924,p.7. 
30. Comrade, Ram Chandra, Road to Freedom, New Delhi,1980,0.3'. 
31. Pandit Y.L., | Ecove of Harninesr, New Delhi,1979,p.193. 
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of the Sikhs. He considered even non-violent Akali movement 
more dangeroue than the ecivil-disobedience campaizn started by 
Gandhi ji.° ‘The returned emigrants join-ed the Akali Dal 
ani according to him, only a few of them had any pretentions 
to religious excellence. They had not forgotten Ghadr 
sacrifices and were waiting for an epportunity to show 

their mettle. In Jullundur District, where the returned 
emigrants were moest numerous, they became thelife and scul of 
the Akali movement.-- To V.M. Smith the dividing line 
petween the revolutionaries and the extremists was very thin. 
The returned emigrants had changed the complexion of the 


Akali mcvement. 


The creed of non-violence was not even mandatory 
for the Sikhs. On the other hand they were required to be 
ever ready with weapons and to maxe their use. Even Gandhiji 
doubted their faith in non-viclence eas che final creed 
of the Sikhs “which I know, it is not.">" Non-violent 
nonecooperation was devoid of any dy-amiec foree and did not 
appeal to them in the least.2° It was a revoluticnary movee 


ment. An outstanding feature of a revolutionary movenents 


32. VM. Smith, The Akali Dal and & 3 ardwara Parbandhak 
Committee, A Confidential Memorandum, ‘imla,1922, 
reproduced by Ganda Singh, fhe Panjab Past Pre ’ 
Vol. I Part II,p.298. 


336 Ibid., Pe-97. 


34. Ganda Singh, £ Confidential Papers of the Akaii 
Movement, Amritsar, 1965, p.5*. 


35. Shaukat Usman, Historic Trips of a Revolutionary , 
Delhi,p e3e 
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is ite emotive upsurge which is surcharged by the ideological 
inepiration ratcer than by sundane considerations. 2° The 
Babbar Akali movement was also the outeome cf the passion for 
liberty - the joy of be'ng able to think, to speak, to act and 
to breathe, withcut restraint. iealiy, there is no true 
revolutionary spirit without idealism and it is the cherished 
ideal which inspires people te sacrifice their all for the sake 
of their gcal. The movement war the result of the religious 
convictions ani longiny for freedom. Without freedom, there 
48 dcom. Whendcom stares in the face, gloom engulfs even the 
bravest. But between doom ani gloom there bloom some of the 
noblest specimen of huranity. God's ehcice hat always fallen 
upon men who ¢an wield arms with singleness of purpose. These 
men continued their heroic struggle against such heavy odds 
the: no human ealeulations could normally hold out even a 
ray of hope for its success. I5 will also be appropriate to 
discuss whether their movement was terroristic or revolutionary 
in character. Terror is derived from Latin verb 'terrere’ which 
means ‘to cause to tremble’. Thus the word terror came tc mean 
the action of causing dread. «hen terror is used for the good 
of the masses, it assumes significanee. There are rany 
instances cf the individual terroristic actions where individual 
victims of terroristic assasinection or mars nurder were ziven 


preliminary warning that they were to die. The terrorists 


36. Jagjit Singh, 


e 51 On, Bahri Publicaticns, 
New Delhi, 1931, ped 
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in such cases develonred an explicit religious justification 
for killing the urrighteous and their camp-followers.>’ 

Thus, terrcrism denotes the commisrion of outrages cf a 
@ormnaratively individual nature. The rerrorist holds the 
velief that Independence eun best be brcurht about by a 

series of revoluticnary outrages calculated to instil fear 
into she British official elasses and to drive them out of 
India. He commits other outragesfor the purehase of arms, for 
the muxing of bombs and for the maintenance of his party 
hoping that the maeses will be drawn to his supvort either 


by fear or admiration. 2° 


The distinction of tie revolutionaries from the 
terroriets is also very thin. Militeancy is also a watchword 
of the revolutionaries. Revolution means a fundamental 
change in the form of the government of a country. It also 
means that the present order of things based on manifest 
injustice must change. It prepares the masses for the 
coming s:ruggle to swoop and capture power suddenly. fhe 
revoluticnaries aim to create an impression of power, 
invireibility and effectiveness, representing themselver as 
a force which must inevitably assume supremacy.” 

377 Paul Wilkinson, Political Terrorism in India, London,19%,p.46. 

38. Terrorism in India (1917-36) (Compiled in the Intelligence 
Bureau, Home Department, Government of India) ,Simla,1937, 
Pele “Reprinted by Deep Publications, Delhi,191%. 


39. Paul Wilkinson Political Terrorism, Op Cite, p.125. 
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Revolition does not necessarily invelve sanguinary 
strife nor is there any place in i for an individiaal vendetta. 
Revolution divorced of mass-action becomes terrorism. 
Terrorism is 4 phage, a necessary and an inevita>le 
phase, in the revolution. Terroriem is not the complete 
revolution and the revolution is not complete without 
tcrroriss. Terrorism shatters the spell of the superiority 
of the ruling class and raises the status cof the subject 
race in the eyes of the world because it is the most convincing 
proof of a nation’s hunger for freedom. *° The views of 
Bhagat Singh about revolution do not materially differ from 


thoee of the Babbar Akalis. 


The Baboar Akali movement has all the features that 
make a movement revoluticnary. It was an echo of the Sikh 
movement launched in the XVIII century, which, in itself, was 


revolutionary in character. 


Revolutions are very destructiveand brutal affairs, 
They erush all in their path. The movement was insbued with 
all the revolutionary characteristics. The people were 
discontented with the existing conditions and the Babbars made 


them con*eirus of it. They resorted to terrorism anid died a 


4O. Thakur, Gopal; Bhag: 
New Delhi, 1962, p.t 
Bomb by Bhagat Singh 


41. John Dunn, Modern Revolutions, Cambridge, 1972,p.3. 
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neroie death. Their deeds are mirabile dictu. In the words 

of John Dunn, “a revolution hap»ens when a seat of revolutionaries 
with quite complex ideas: succeed in arousing 2 vast aajority 

cf men already deeply discontented with the prevuiiling 

political order, a sufficient sense :f their supe:ricr political 
and mor2l capacity to justify the masses in strug ling tc 
destroy the prevailing politic:l order and to replace it with 

the political control of the revolutionaries. If what they 
sring abo:t turns cut to be an extended massacre, they end «ap 


with much blood on their hands .""* 


Any action, of course, is preceded by an idea. 
Whatever they di¢, they prepared the Doab people for that. 
Any social action presupposes the existence of sn idea not 
only as ite theoretical justification but alse as an indespenssble 
eondition for its emaneipstion. Change is a complex pioccess 
which e:n not be brought by words alone. I* can be breucht 


through people's practical revoluticnary activity. > 


The revolutionary activity eame in clash with the 
government which was run on the basis of foree and fraud. 
The Babbars tried to overthrow this tyve of powernment but did 


not sueceed because they could bring conscicusness only in a 


b2, Ibid., pets. 


43. Kharin, YoAoy F 


ecties, p46, 
Quoted in John ' 


ON,ODeCLte, PIhkE tos, 
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small region. 


The ure of foree was successfuily applied in the 
past ani it had met with epproval, though only as the last 
rerort, in winning political freedon. The Babbvars were not 
blood-thirsty but were inspired by thoce high ideals which 

guided supermen like Guru Gobind Singh and heroes of history 
like Shivaji, George Washington, De Valera, Garibaldi, Lafa_yet:e 
and Lenin. The lart one chanzed the face of the world and 
his country by resorting to arms fond fhe Babbarr foliowed 
that tradition th ugh they did not succeed. Failure does 
not diminish the glory of their struggle which was inspired 
by the noble and laudable ideals. fhe nature of the Babbar 
Asali movement, on the basis of the abowe distinctive 
features can be sumned up 25 below: 


(a) It was a Sikh movement. (b) It was launehed by a group 
of revolutionaries who were the enthusiastic exponents of the 
Sikh eause. (c) It wae spearheaded by the terrorists who 
made it a voint to murder the toadies. (d) It was, largely, 


confined to one particular region. 
The Babbar Axalis 


were a groip of soldiers, retrenched from the army as vell as 


eerving and aleo some of the er-Ghadrites whe had taken an 


uy, Majumdar, R.C. Struggle for Freedom, Vol.XI, op.cit., pez 30. 
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active part in the Gurdwarse Peform movement. Their sufferings 
at the hanis of the Britirh agpravated their anger. They 
hatehed « conspiracy to «ill all those responsible for the 
Nankana massacre. *? Kishen &ingh Gargaj anc Mastcr Mcta Singh 
were the orains — They collected weapons 

and two en, who sare deserters fron the 2/35 h@gimens and 
members cf the Azali Dal were deputed to aurder those on the 

hit list. The scheme seems to hive been illeplanned anid crudely 
executed. Bela Singh an’ Ganda Singh were arrested at Lahore 
Ratiway Station on May 23,1921, 16 Ganda Singh became epprover 
and divulged the details of the conspiracy. This led to 

more arrests and finaliy three of them were ecrvicted in the 
First Akali cons »iracy case.” Five of the aceused absconded. 
Kishan Singh © rgaj formed a 'Chakearvarti Jatha! while Master 


Mota Singh went secretly to Trans-Indus region. 


The fatiure of the action led to the change of the 
strategy. YPhough their nethods were neith:r novel ncr new 
yes they tried to learn a le:.co: fron the p:st experience. The 
shift in the wcdus operandi was necessitated by the vicissitude 
of circumstances and was matched by the exigencies of the 


Situation. In their eca:e the notives and methods affected 


Ta eae 


LS ® Knushwant Singh, ¢ Vol. I i ] Cp cit, 9? 0205 Sd 


46. Babbar Akali eonspiracy, Trial No.II,p.3. 
47. Loe. eit. 
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each otter, As most of the Babbar: were Akalis, and were 
deeply religious, they thought it prudent to propagate their 
views in the Gurdwaras and in the religious assemblies. It 
is relevant to point out that the main centres cf the 
Rabbare ineluded Kutiya of Sant Kartar Singh at Pragpur 
nesr Birring, Curdwara ishanpiar where Sant Mit Singh lived, 
Kutiya of Sant Thakur Singh at Rajowal, Gurdwara of fant 
Gurbakhash Singh at Churial ant <utiya of Sant Charan Singh 
nee Fajir Singh at Jassowal. It is pertinent to mention that 
these nlacec were the main centres of the Babbar activities. 
Pragpur was their Tehsil; Kishanpura Hospital: Panieri Nijjaran 
Chief court; Jagssowal High Court ami it wae at Rajowal where 
Sll major deciricne were taken. Their appeal wus imeediate, 
instinctive and instant. They brought home tothe massez, 
the illetreatment of the Sikhs at “he hands of the British. 
Kishan Singh Gargaj, whe was himself a thunderous spesker, 
based his arguménts on the Cikh history, traditione and 
theclogy. I: was ne wender that starting from Mastuane in 
Jane 1921, he delivered 327 eloquent and erciting speeches 
till his arrest on 26th February,19?3."°° Hie epeecher nade 
powerful and moving imoact on the masses in the Doaba. Thie 
arougal of hatre! and antieBritish feelings created a volatile 
situnticn. His epeccher harped on the vindication of religion, 


48, Labh Singh, Jassowal, 
op.cit., p.ei4S. 
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In his oration at Mastuana, he saids 


Brave is the person who fights for the faith,whatever may, 


And is chonned liad by limban’ deserts nt the battle 
array! 4&9 


In ancther oration at Fatehgarh Sahib Sirhind, 

he eulogiszed the weancns in the following wordst- 

Thou art the Subduer of countries, 

The destroyer of the armies of the wicked 

in the batsle field. Theugh creatly adornest 

the brave. 

Thine arm is infrangile. Thy brightness refulgent. 

Thy radiance and splendour dagsle like the sun. 

Thou terrifiest the evil. Thou secatterest 

sinnerr, I seek Thy protection. 

Hail { Hail to the creator of the world, 

the saviour of the crention, my cherisher, 


Hail to thee, 0 swordt?° 


ngh, that Kishan Cingh began 
his geceah i Fo the Pali cutae couplet 3 


Fura fo Pehchanie Jo Larre Din Ke Het, 
Purza Purga Kat Mare Xabhun Na Chhade Khet. 
50. Nahar bingh, Agadi Dian Le » Ludhiana,196C,p.301. 


He war present at Fatehgarh Eahib Diwan in December ,1921. 
Jathedar ishan Singh delivered a speech inthe diwan 
which began with Tribhag chhandt- 


wa Os (28 ws os U8 da ez 8 refa ! 

gn @3 wid on ud? Hs wid ws I 

gu fet asd pads wet fortuw oe dn ned | 
Aa wa aee fafa Queezwn efauree A 2d | 


(Translation by Jagjit Singh, Sikh Reyolution,MNew Delhi, 
1981 9Pe259)6 
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Master Mota Singh, Kishan Singh Gargaj and 


Karam Singh of Daulatpur made use of diwans arranged by the 
Akalis end conferences by the Congress leaders. Sometives 
they spoke not only ariinst the government but aleo condemned 
the weakekneed policy of the national parties se well. They 
encouraged seonle tc wear clothes of Khad‘ar and esked them 
not to coonerate with the srovernuent. They reminded the 

fikh masses of their former sovereignty and made effort: to 
tamper with their loyalty. They were led to believe that the 
time had come to wield the sword against the enemies -f the 
Khalsa Panth and reestabliech the Fikh rule in the Panjab. 

The themes often reiterated in the village diwans and seetings 
dwelt upon the necessity of violence to expel the Britich 
rulers and establish &warsaj. The Babbar Axalis covered 
almost a.i the important willages in the Tehsils cf Balxchaur, 
G rhshankar, Hoshiarpur, Jullundur, Nawanshahr and Phagwara. 
Divwans were also held in rome of the villages of tehsils of 
Kapurthala, Phillaur and Nakodar. The whole cf the Deoaba 
was vracticaily humning with the diwans held sy then. The 
participants in thit mevenent involved in the different cases 
belonged to no fewer than 110 villages, whereas the people 

of nore than 60 villares harboured the Babbar Akalis on various 
54 


cecasions. 


&. Kishan Singh Gargaj lashed at the British in 
a Giwan held at Khuradpur towards the end of Februsry 1922 


51. Makhsuspuri, SeSe, op .cit., PP 2 95-297. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


119 
anid asked his countrymen tc unite to expel the B:itish.°* 
In a diwan at Pindoril Sijjaran he again urged tien to unite 


ani launch a fierce strugrle te drive out the British. > In 

a lecture delivered in 2 diwan held 1t Bhubiana he asxed the 
people to arm themselves: and advised the> to be beld and 

not fesr the nolice.’” In a diwan held at ‘Charan «1 Chninj! — 
in Oc:ober 192° Kishan Singh Gargaj asked the people to arm 
themselves to esrry on the strugrle fcr freedom against the 
foreigners.°” In the seme diwan “aram Singh Dsulatpur urged 
the audience in 2 poem recite? there to take up the double- 


edged sword to achieve freedom.’° 


Thus, they freely advocated 
the use of weapons ani openly advocated viclence. Master 
Mota “ingh and Kishan Singh Gargywere doctrinairee of the 
Babbar Akali movement. Their advocacy cf weapons amounted to 
their virtual worehip.?” But till the arrest of Master Mota 
Singh up to June,16,1922, the'ehakarvarti Jathas' mainiy 


eonfined their activities to propoganda. Thcugh they vere 


52. Babbar Akali Case judgement,1925,p.1%. 
53. loc.cit. 
54, loc .cit. 
56. Banobar Axali case, Judgemens,1925,pet%. 
57. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akal4 & (Mss) ple 

quotes the following couplet whic shan Singh recited 
in his speeeh at Masetuana in J wme,1921.— 


Us Kirpan Khanda Xharag Tubak ur Tir, 
wait Sarohi “eti Hamare Pir. 
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opposed te the Congress ideology cf non-viclenece, yet they 
never cume into eonflict wit! they openly. Master Mota Singh 
declared frequently that he was against the Congrera creed 
of non-viclence but he never put his views into prsctice. 
Ne@iither did he terrorise any governvent functionary nor di: 
he kill any one like Dewalera of Ireland.°® 


Kishan Singh Gargaj who during his iteneraries as 
*¢ 4° had carwed out a place for himself by dint 
of his foreeful lectures rebutted the charge of violence 
levelled agsinst him.?? This shews that till July 1922 even 
Gargaj was not very sure of the necessity of violence and its 
justifieation as a creed. As a tactical measure its annlication 
became exigent later on, when he declared in a diwan at Buhani 
in February,1 9e2 his desire to 'reforw' the toadies nee 


Eangowal diwan on March 19,1922 intimidation of the prc-government 
61 


After 


and active supporters, was considered inan emergency seeting. 


Thie heralded a change in their mede cf operation. 


During this period, the Babbars evolved a secret 
cote of their own. They gave queer naves to persons, places 
aryi things to dodge spies in the old tradition of the Khalsa, 


To them Patara wis Mecca, Gurdwara Kishan Pura a Hofpital, 


58. Musafir,G.5., Jiwan B Master Mota Singh, Juliundur, 
1923, pe2t3. 


59. The Gargaj Akali, July 31,1922,0.3. 
6C. Makheuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar,op.cit.,p.66. 


61. Ibid., p.68. 
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Jasrowal and Pindori Nijjaran were cal .ed High Court and 
Chief Court respectively. In their colloquy ‘cyclostyling 
machine’ meant *'Baja; ‘murder’ meant *reform'; Imprisonment 
meant, burying the dead leaving no clue abcut his fate. 

They calied Pindori as Dopri ani Bika as Kiba; to them 

pietol was pigeon ani the cartridges were ankiets. This code 
ws wery effective to keep their moves a close guarded secret. 


They coined their own passwords as well as wis done in the 


Army e 


The programme and techniques of the Babbar Akalis 
underwent a change when the atrocicus bureaucracy abetted by 
informers, caused a fc2re to them. During the Guru Ka Aarch 
moreha the atrocities resu.ting in the desecration cf the 
Sith Symbole, compelled different radical groupe to come 
together and work unitedly under a common leader. To 

preaeh violence, a twoepage leaflet was issued, on August 20,1922. 
In the 15 issues of 'the Babbar Akali Doaba’, readers were 
evoked to fight and die for their faith as such a person 
aione could be ealled a hero. Karam Singh of Daulatpur was 
its Editor to stert with, but with the formstion of the 
Babbar Jatha, Kishan Singh Gargaj became its de facto 
etiter. The different issues of the ‘Babbar Akali Doaba 
were brcught out on the two duplies:ting wachines called 
"Udarg” and "Safari" from different placer to avoid pclice 

raids. Its chief printing centres were Gurdwars Kishanpura, 
Fatehpur Koti, Jassowal, Kot Fatuhi and Pindori Nijjaran. 
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Dalip Eingh of Gossal and Amar Singh granthi of Kot Fatuhi 
used to write on st:neil papere uni it contained the Babbar 
proclamations: poems and articles of Kishan Singh Gargaj 
and ~oems of Saram Fingh Paulatpur, Agr Singh, Piara 
Singh Granthi/Gurdwara Baoli €ahib, and Hari Singh of 
Chela. (62) Banta Singh of Dhamian, varyam Ffingh of 
Dhugga and Dalio Singh also eontributed ooens .©3 


This paver asked the people of different religicne 
to forge unity in their ranks, rise in revolt and wield 
the dagger to behead the butchers. It enjoined on them to 
"burn the police st: tions, plunder treasuries, place gun- 
powder beneath the railway lines, commit raids on the 
mgesines, steal arms and sing songs of Liberty.™ The various 
issuer of the Babbar Akali Doaba’ invited regiments to join 
and plunder the magsazines. Loyalists were referred to 
econtemptucusly as Jholiechucks, who were running abcut seexing 
rewards. The Babbar was invited tc throw these in their faces. 
It was realised by now thet non-viclence was insuited to the 
Sikh temperament. Its abandonzent was urged and rerort to 
arms was advocated. The Babbar was asked to concot a hot 
drink which would countereaect the cooling mixture of non- 


voilence.°° 


62. Makhsuspuri, Eunder Singh, Babber Axal Yr, Op Gitesp.91. 


63. Vide letter of Surain Singh Babbar of Daulatpur to 
the writer, dated September 27,1953. 


O+. 8 aopbap ABALL Loe August 24,1922, jucted in the 
Tribune, 3 October,19-3. 


Also vide Home 


Politic Ho.es 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


123 


The programme of seduction <f soldiers and stirring 
the peasantry went on Working entisfactorily tili the 
loyalist began to trouble the Akalis. Then 'the Babbar 
Akali Jatha’ was formally launehed in August,19°2¢ and 


Kishan Singh Gargaj was elected Jathedar in the “ytiya of 
66 


Theakar Singh of Rajowal. 
The programme of chastising the tosdies pondered cver 
at fangowsl on Mareh 19,1922 was continued upts December ,19°2. 
Durin: thie period more and more radies] Akalis joined the 
Babbar ranks. They asked Zailders, Lambardars, Eufedposhes 
and police officials to desist from spying and toadying. 
Karlier, Kishan Singh had advised restraint and caution in 
reforming the toadies when Assa Singh and Dalip Singh 4 
Sadhara eco rght his views at Basiala.°” Till then, an 
assault on Fufedposh Harnam singh of Mehdipur on May 20,1922 
ani a robbery of Ram Ditta nee Maka Lambardar of Bachauri 
on July 3,19¢2 were the only ineidents of the Babbar viclence. 


They changed their strategy after treir two meetings, 
held at Jassowal on December “5 ar weli as on December 30-31, 
1%?, They decided to follow the poliey of open eornfrentation. 
The Babbars were asked to take vow that every nember would 


have to murder a jholichuck, even if he were his father. 


66. Makhsuspuri, tf 6& °9 Babbar Ax har ,op.c1t.,p.37. 


67. Ibid. ") D2,.81—-82, 
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Every member would have so fight against the enexy, though 
he might be alone, a member betraying or deserting the 
Jatha, turning approver or working as a ©C.I1.D. agent would 


be shot dead and his house would be burnt with petrol.°® 


Thie change in the Babbar strategy was necessitated 
to ward off the danger of the loyalists and avarieci«us 
persons af 6 result of the official proclam:tion cof 
November 30,1922 which promised lucrative reward: for the 
aporehéensicn of the Babbar leaders. The awards ranged from 
B&. 25C/e to * 200C/-. The highert reward was for the 
arrest of Kishan Singh Gargaj.°” The eampaign of murders 
and dacoities was launched with the abortive attempt on the 
life of Arjan Singh Patwari, because he was alleged te be 
inetrumental in the arrest of Master Mota bingh. © The 
Panjab Government, which so far considered it a law and order 


sroblem, became conscious of the real situation.” 


68. Babbar Akali Consziracy - Trial Neo.II of 1924, pp.12—13. 
Also vide Home-Political File No.1 34/11/1923. 


69. Makhsuspuri, ‘.¢., Ithas Babbar Akali Lehar, 
op.cit., D109. 
The rewards ennounced for the apprehension of the Babbars 
were afr under? 


Kishan Singh Gargaj - kh, 2000/- 
Karam Singh Daulatpur - &, 1000/-< 
Karas Singh of Jhingar and 
Dali> Eingh of Gossal - &. 506/~- each 
Assa Singh of Phakrudi - B. 250/ 


7G. Howme-Political, File No 9 Po 75: 
(Extract from a letter from Vieeroy of I:dia, word 
Reading to the Secretary cf State). 


71. loc.cit. 
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The Baboars c«rried on their programe relentlessly. 
Adacoity was committed .t Jadla on February 2,1923. Bishan 
Singh Zaildsr of Reni Thua was wurdered on February 10, 1923. 


Ancther surder committed wae thet of Diwan of Haystour on 


With Kishan Singh's arrest on February 26,19¢3, the 
Rabbars beeame very furious an’? ferocious, They were 
seething with rage. They made three attempts to murder 
Labh Singh of Dhada Fateh Singh on Mareh 14, 17 end 23,1923 
because he was mainly responsible for Kishan Singh's arrest. 
On March 3, a dacoity was ecmmitted at the Kaiiway Station of 
Jamser, Then the murider: of Buta Lambardar of Nangal Shamman 
ani his grandson *cok place on Mareh 11,1923 to be followed 
by that of Labh Singh Mistri of Garhshanker on Mare! 19, 
1923 and of Hazara -ingh Lagbardar of Behbalpur on March 27, 
1923.  Subedar Genda Singh of Ghurial was shct dead in 
front of his house on 17th April,19°3 in Juilundur Di trict. 
These murders created an alarm in the districts of Jullundur 
and “oshiarpur. A large number of village officials and 


other loyalists threatened to resign their jovs.”” 


The government made frantic efforts tc elininate 
the Babbare. It conducted Simuitanecus raids in 39 villages 
on 23rd March,1923 and on the basis of those raids, largee 


seale arrests were made on April ?1+27,1923. 


Jee Loc .cit. 
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The Babbars, in their anxiety tc save the inrocent 126 
villagers from the barbarities of the police, diselesed their 
names in the Babbar leaflets, owning the responsibility of 
there murders. It pat the government on guard an! immediately 
it began to hunt them down. Though the Babbara, once again, 
surprised the offieial circles by swooping on Ralla ani Dittu 
like guerilinas on May °3,1923 at Kaulgarh, yet their terror 
vegan to wane. The arrival cof the troops in the Doaba and 
bi-weekly flights of seroplanes seattering propaganda leaflets 
had heartened ani encouraged the teadies. After the proclam: tions 
of ?Sth April,19237> and of August 8, 19237" the insiders and 
relatives lost heart and allured by the rich tewards, 
turned traitors. In this tentacle were caught some of 
the fine heroes at Babeli,’’ Munder, © Mannanhana’’ and 


736 Makheusp.ri, cE ey Babbar A Rar, Op eCit., PP °° 016203, 


A. Ibid., pec??. Karam Singh of Daulatpuri earried the 
hichest reward of %. 3000/- while Udey “ingh ani Dhanna 
Singh of Behbalpur carried a reward of &. 2000/= each, 
Banta Singh, Dalipa Dhamian ani Waryam Singh carried a 
reward of f 1000/~ each. The reward for the arrest of 
Dhanna Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass and Anup Singh of Manko 
war fk. 500/= each. It was Bs. 4CO/—- for the arrest for 
Bishen Singh Mangat an: &. 250/~ for that of Buta “ingh of 
Pindori Nijjran. 


75. Karam Gingh of Daulatpur, Udey Fingh of Ramgarh Jhuggien, Bishan 
Singh of Mangat an? Mohinder Singh of Pindori Ganga Singh 
were killed at Babeli on September 1,1923, in an encounter 
with the police. 


76. At Munder, Banta tingh of Dhamian, Jawala Singh of Fatehpur 
Kothi fell martyrs, while Waryam gingh of Dhugga escaped, on 
December 12,1923. 


77. Dhanna Singh exploded a bomb while in police custody. 


He was killed in the blast alongwith his eaptors on 
October 25,1973. 
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Chak No, 5478 in Lyallpur. But the Babbars, true to their 
name, fell martyrs in a truly heroic traditicn. Hightly, 
the brave man falls, he cannot yield. They were killed but 
their unyielding spirits remained unvanquished. 


The Rabbar movement made fuil use cf the techniques 
of the Akali movement. To begin with the Babbars devoted 
their energies to ereate an awaxening among the cecale in 
the rural arezs by holding diwans and political conferences. 
In there diwans ap eal tc the religious feelings of the 
Fikhs wae made and the pecple were incited nct to ec cperate 
with the governnent. In this regard the diwans heli at 
Haripur, Buhani, Sangowal, Ghurial and Anandpur added to the 
Babbar prestige whereas the conferences of Ast Fatuhi, Rurka 
Kalan ant Ahuradpur broie fresh grounds. The whole of the 
Doab began te hum with the religious ordour, and putrictice 
fervour, The Babbar propagan’2 had really cast a magical 


sveli on the reorle. 


When it became difficult to give their message in 
confere ees and diwans, theybrou:ht out the dabbar Axali 
Doaba Akhbar." Te overcome finanelal difficulties, dacoities 
were resorted to. The Babbars began to gather str-ngth in 
Doaba enormously. On the other hand, the governnent lured the 
toadies. To meet this fresh danger, the Babbars iscued them 


78. Waryam Singh*Dhugga was shct deai on June 8,1924. 
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warnings, threatened their social boycott. Vltimately the 
toadier had to be castigated, chastised and some of them 

were even murdered, This brought then into oven confrontaticn 
with the government. They fell martyrs to a cause dear to 
them and did not flineh from their goal. They sacrificed 

their all at the altar of their principles without any 

murmur but did not budge an inch from the stand they had 
taxen as the true soldiers of the faith they lovingly erpoused. 
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V 


THE AKALI MILITANCY AND FORMATION OF THE 
CHAKARVARTI JATHAS 


The harrowing tragedy at Nankana Sahib’ gave a 
new turn to the Akali Movement. This uncalled-for barbarity 
aroused the anger of the Sikhs and the silitants, among them, 
began to think of taking revenge. The Akali Dal and the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comittee were following the 
non-violent volicy under the influenee of Gandhiji. On 6th 
March, the &.G.P.C. passed a resolution, brought by Master 
Mota Singh, which advocated non-eooperation with the govern -ent 
in martyr's case. Since then, the Gurdwara Reform mcvement 
became political in ite perspective. The Panjab Government 
began to intimidate the eminent Sikh leaders on one pretext 
or the other. Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar, 5. Teja Singh of 
Buchar, &. Lakha Singh Kural and many others were arrested on 
March 11 and 12,1921.” ‘The Congress leaders like Gandhiji 
exhorted the Sikhs, even, to pardon those responsible for 


1. The Panch, Lahore, February 23,1923, gives the nusber 
of the oor he te at aay r Sahib as 200. Also vide, 
hn Pan eh Ton Kithe, Amritsar, 1970, p.287. 
Lwan, op.cit., D573, 


gives the number of th weber ws silled as 86, whereas the 
Panjab Government in its ‘communique of February KOLAR 
conceded the figure to be 130 (Quoted in Cc 


an Kartar Lahore, Oetober 23,1921). The nantes 
g ven in r Singh Thabvar's aka Na Te Dusr 


De Hallat EGeiy Pe Ee 18 


only. 
2. Narain Singh, Akali Norehe Te Jhabbar, Delhi,1967, pp.133-34. 
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Wankana outrage on March 3, 19°41 in a speech at Nankana 

Sahib ani reiterated the views, in a message on 5th March, 

1921 . This was not relished by the Akali leaders from the 

Bist Jullundur Doab. Yher2 was a spate of meetings and 

diwane where fiery ani ineiting speeches were delivered. 

Master Mota fiangh, Bhai Kishan Singh Gargaj ani zany others 

were in the vanguard. The revcluticnary songe were recited 

in the meetings. The people welcomed this commotion and ™ 
order to invite all for participation, enthusiastic youngmen 
gathered into groups and visited as sany villages az possibile. 
This filled the Doaba villages with ardour ani the masses 

began to expect big events. The Doaba burst into revolutionary 
fervour.” A big divap was held at Kot Fatuhi fren 9th to 

11th Mareh,1921, anid was addressed by many leaders of note” 
On Mareh 18, 1921, a political eonferenee was held at Rurka 
Kalan (Jullgndur). Master Mota Singh addressed the gathering, 
in whieh he thanked Mahatma Gandhi, Lala Lajpat Rai, Maulana 
Shaukat Ali for their sympathy with the Sikhs over the 
Nankana outrage, but he also squarely expressed dissent and 
disagreement with the Gandhian viewpoint of granting pardon 
to the butehers of the €ifihs at Nankana,° In his speeeh 

he made mention of ten Mahants of the shrines of the Sikhs 
who had beeome tooi of the British Bureaucracy in tormenting 


3 Comrade, Ram Chandra, Read to Freedoms, New Delhi, 1980, 


%. The Paneh, Lahore, March 9,1921. 
5. n Sewak, Amritsar, March 30,1921. 
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ani hunting down Koma Gata Mary passengers of 1914-15 © 


Under these cireumstances, the 
militant Akalis met in a conclave at the time of the XIII Sikh 
Edueation Conference held at Hoshiarpur from Mareh 25. to 27, 
1921." It was here that a nebulous terrorist group was formed 
with a resolve toassassinate the persons responsible for the 
Nankana holocaust.® The group included Master Mota Singh,” 


6. Lec. eit. 


7. Charan Singh, The Work o kh Education Conferenge, Amritsar, 
1944, p.26 and The Akali, an 3 areh Jol, pet, The 
date of the conference from March 19 to 248 given by 
Nahar Singh, Aged Dian Lehran, Ludhiana, 1960, gett 

and followed by M: puri, Sunder Singh, : 
late; Op Cite, p63 Satya ihe Ne Panjab 
eis te, De? and Mohinder is Akal 7 


4 ds incorrect and has oo Mer Bt 
ben souree. 


8. Khushwant Singh, A Mistory of the Sikhs, Vol.Il, op.cite, 
p.205, 

9. Master Mota Singh was born at Patara in 1881. He was 

one of the founder sembers cf the Shiromini Gurdwara 

Parbandhak Committee. He wis a foreeful speaker who carried 
away the masses with him. He had little faith in Ganchian 
nonviolence, His arrest warrants were issued for his 
involvement in the First Akali conspiracy. He becase 
Chakarvarti. He succeedei for a considerable tine in 
evading the police but was ultimately arrested on 16th 
June,1922. He remained in Jail during the Babber Akaii 
movement. He was released on or 23,1929 (vide the Kauai 
Babbar Sher, Amritsar, 28 June 1929). Even in jaii, he kept 
contact outside, especially with the leaders of the Babbar 
Akali movement. When he came out of the jail, the sovewent 
hai been crushed. He joined the Communist Par ty 


of aay and 


became an important member of Kishan f&abha. Later,on he joined 


the Indian National Conzrese ani was alao elected an 


M.LeA. on its tieket. He breathed hic last on 9 January, 1960. 
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Kishan cingh Gargaj,'° Jagat Singh alias Bijla Singh of Gharuan’’, 


Awar Singh of Delhi, Amar Singh of Kot Barre Khan, '* Tota. Singh 
Peshavari,’? Ganda Singh, Bela fingh of Gholia Khurd,’* sham Singh 


10, Kishan Singh Gargaj was bern in Birring in 1891 anid was the 
only son of { Fateh Singh. He was Havaldar Major in 2/35 
Sikhs. Quring wartial law days, he was detained for 28 days 
for anti-British remarks, He was discharged an’ a pension 
of 8. 22/— was forfeited due to his alleged disloyalty. On 
Aprii 6, 1921, he became Secretary of the Akeli Dal. After 
XIII Sikh Education Conference held at Hoshiarpur, he 
hatehed a conspiracy to murder J.W.Bowring and others. 

The failure of the conspiracy led to his arrest warrants. 

He became Chakarvarti and launched a "Chakarvarti Jacha" 

to create an awareness among the people of tho Doaba against 
the British rulers, 


411. Bijia Singh of Village Gharuan belonged te Patiala Sate. 
It falls in Ropar Pistrict, now. He was a close companion 
Md rhea Singh. He wis with him at Fatehgarh Sahib, 
Eirh Le | 


12. Amar Singh of “ot Barre Ahan (Dictriet Gujjaranwala) served 


Singh repleced Eiehen Eingh when the iatter abseondec in 
April 1921 (Militant Nationalisw in Pun 5a. 

Ph.D. Thesis (Inpuclished), G.N.D.U.,Amriteer, p.%). iehan 
Singh abseonfied in June,1921. Amar Singh was aequitted 

ar he turne4 en eprrover. Then he began to reaide at Kot 
Fatuhc’ and werked ar pees in the Curdwara there. He began 
to work actively for tke ar Aitali Jatha but once again 

he turned approver and his statement led to many errests. 


13. Tota Singh Peshawari was the first Secretary of the Akali Dal. 
He handed ower his charge to &.Kishan Singh en April 6,19?1 
(vide the ay bay Sher, Amritsar, February 26,1926). He has 
deen menti _& former Assistant Secretary cf the Akali 
Dal, vide Home “olitical file No.268/1%92, p.6. He was an 
active Akali who helped Master Mota “ingh in escaping to 
Transe-Indus region ia Junt,1321. He was sentenced to 5 yeare' 
isprisonwent due to his eowplicity in the First Akali 
conspiracy case. He was released on February 18,1926, 


1%. Wahar Singh, Agadi ‘ian Lehran,ov.cit.,p.299 and Sant 
Wasakha Cingh, Malewa itnas, Vol.III, Kishan Pura, 195%, 
pr.1011 and 9315 e z +¥. 5 ngh of Ghelia Khurad an ex.M.beA. 


COntdece 
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ani Battan Singh of Kahiri,'? Bachittar Singh ami Sadhu Singh of 
Dhuri, Bighan Gingh of Sherpur, Gurbachan Singh of Ambala, '© 
Chattar Singh of Sheikhupura, Shankar £ingh of Pindori Bibi, 
Chanehal Singh of Jandiala, Narain Gingh of Chattiwind and many 
otrers. Kishan Singh waa a devoat Sikh who had been baptising 
the Sikhs since 1915 in the Deaba.’” At the time of the Ghadr 
Movement, he was drawn te Bhai Ranthir Singh and exchanged news 
about Ghadr activities through Sant Singh who wes staying with 


Bhai Randhir Singh. 2 


But the Movement failed. Kishan Singh was very sore 
at its failure ant sericusiv ponderod ower the programme of 
murdering informers and traitors who had stood witness against 
the returned emigrants from Canada and to realise Lise objective he 
Planned to procure weapons.” S. Kishan Singh, Amar Cingh. 
Narain Singh, Canda Singh and Bela Singh vere serving 2/35 Sikhs 
at Ambala in Nowember,1920. After the Fankeanr triage ly, some left 
service or were discherge! while ethers ahsaonied efter eterling 


weapons from the armcury of Air FYoree at Ambala. 


14 contd: 


also threw light on Bela Singh's involwement in the 
conspiracy to the writer in an interview on 11,4%.19°3, 
shortiy before his death. 

15. Battan Singh of Kahirit He was an ex-Ghairite who beca re 
one of the important memberr of the Alkali Dai. 

16. It i6 a viiliage in Keshiarpur District nct to te eonfused 
with Ambala, a district headquarter in the State cf Haryana. 


17. Phul, Gurdial fingh, Choe Aje Nahin Sykka, Amritsar, 1962,9.11%. 
18. Mahar Singh, Agadi Dian Lehran, op.cit., p.299. 


19, Book iL kaii Cc One ,p.¥0. 
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The meeting at Hoshiarpur was the first sod towards 
the formation of the militant base. The militants among the 
Axalis discussed their strategy, for the first time, there.° 
It was decided to collect weapons an@ use military personnel 
sympathetic to the Sikh cause. In pursuance of this decision, 
steps were taken, Tota Singh Peshawari vas assigned the duty 
of collecting wespone. Chettar dingh was detailed to srrange money 
for the purrose.*! Jagat Singh and Qurbachan Singh were sent tc 
Peshawar to get into communication, through Tota “ingk, with 
General Nadir Fhen 2t Jalalabad in order to aseertain whether 
Master Mota Singh and Bis companions would be handed over to the 
British Government in India if they crossed the Frontier. 
Communication was eatablished and an assurance waz received that 
no such setion would ba taken.-* From April + te 6, 1921, the 
Sikhs assembled st Nankana Sahib to celebrate 'Mextyr's Day’ . : 
At thet time an Intezinm Comittee of °S members wae constituted, 
whieh ineluded Master Mote Singh, te deal with tie sivuetion 
which prevailed at thet ay Kishen Eingh Cargsaj alse made 
his debut with a speech full of religicnue fervour ani was 
instantaneously electe’ fSacratary of the Akali Dal.*? He +ook 
20. Makhsusp ri, ©.5., subbar Akali  Lehar,op.cit., n.*6. 


21. He was son of a nilitary Captain and had vecome Jathedar of 
Tardntaran after Nankana tragedy, Vide fhe Akali, June 18,1922. 


22, Home-Political Department, File No.263/1922, p.6. 


23. Giani Partap Singh, Gurdwara Sudhar at &kali Lehar, 
op .cit., 3.109. | | 


24. The Akali, Lahore, Agril 9,1921. 


25. The Gargaj Akali, Amritsar, July 31,1972. Milkha Singh 's 
account, Babbar Akali Lehar Da Kwih, vide the Panjabi Tribune, 


Contd ce. 
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charge on 6th April,1921 with hic headquarters at Guru Ka Bagh, 
Amritsar. On April 9,1921, the Militants assembled at Auritsar 
in the office of the Akali Dal and decided to kill the atroeious 
FMahants an’ others, The weapons purchased were to be kept with 
Kishan Singh Gargaj in the office of the Akali Dal. Again, a 
meeting is said to have taken place on May 1, and then on May 21, 
1921 ,76 The last meeting was attenied by Master Mota Singh, 
Kishan Singh, Teta Eingh, Narain Singh, Ganda Singh, Bela Singh, 
Bishan Singh of Sherpur, Bijla Singh, Gurbachan Bingh, Amar &ingh 
of Delhi, Amar Singh of Kot Barre Khan and seme others.”” 


Accordingly it was decided thet Mr. C.M. King 
Commissioner, Lahore Divieion,~° who, it was alleged, encouraged 
the Mahants to put up resistance against the reforners<? JW, 
Bowring, a C.I.D. official who hed been supposed to be hostile 
to the aspirations of the Sikh commnity,°° Nahant Deva Dass of 
Nankana, Mahant Basant Dass of Manak, Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia 
ani Baba Karter Singh Bedi be assassinated.-' 


5 con 


Chandirarh, dated 13 os 382 is erroneous wherein he 
states that Gurdit Eingh of Kamagate Maru fame was present 
at that time at Nanxana Sanid.Bava e Ourdit Eingh had decided 
to offer himself for arrest at Nankane Sahib on 15th 
Noveaber,19¢1 on the advice of ee Cantal ene not 
in April,1921 (wide Sadhu Singh, Jiwani ter Mota Ein 
Op e@it.20.126) ° 
26. The Akali, Lahore,June 18,1922. 


27. wD. Report Home-Poli tical File Ho.268 re 

23, DreXamlesh Mchan, The Journal F 2a ory, Asritsar, 
1980, Vol.1,pe14s nas sccura iy ¢ eseriped hi Commissioner 
of Jullundur Division.Also ; inoorrect is Hiliha Singh, when he 

Babbar Akali Le 88.) PP 29-34 that ¢.M. King 
sixhpure st that thee: Mr J.C Currie 
t 

29. , 9 

30. Gahni ,! uehi nam, 8 vr ugk ae 

31 e > abbs J oe Be Sip ae ma hs 
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Tota Singh was deputed to procure weapons from the 
Frontier?” and he was able to get revolverc, bombe and cartridges 
with the assistance of Sant Singh alias Chatter Singh, Sham 
Singh of Kahiri ani Gurbachan Singh.-? They succeeded in 
depositing the weapons on 30th April,1921, in the office of the 
Acald Dal, at Awritear.> Seven revolvers hed already been 
stolen from the armoury of the Air Foree of Ambala Cantonment in 
December,1920."° Ganda Eingh, Bela Singh and Bur Singh planned 
to commit a theft of the weapons but they did not succeed. After 
some days, Bela Singh, single-handedly, broke open the rear window 
and stole 7 revolvers ani three rifles. Later on, Bela Singh 
am Ganda Singh absconded with four revolvers leaving three with 
Narain Singh Naik of 2/35.2° 


Bela Singh of Gholia Khurad and Amar Singh of Kot 
Barre Khan were deputed to secczunt for the Mahant of Manak, but the 
attempt failed as there was a pelice guard pested at the Gurdwara. 
Amar Engh of Delhi anid Ganda Eingh were deputed to throw bomb 
at Sarder Sunder Singh Majithia, but they returned unsuccessfully 
owing to Majithia's absence froz the house.” Finally, Ganda 


32. The Akali, Lahore, June 18,1922, 
33. Loc.cit. 
3+. Loe ait. 
356 Babbar AKali case, Judgement, p.2. 
36. Paper 8 Babbur Akal »P-B60, 
37. Ibid., p.t0. 
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Singh and Bela Singh were deputed to assassinate Mr. J.W. Bowring. 
They were sent to the office of the ‘Akali', Lahore, on the 
direction of Bijla Singh with an introductory letter to one 

Sadhu Singh.2? ‘They met Eadhu Singh and Chatter Singh of 
Jethuwal on May 21,1921, Sadhu Singh took thes to 4 granthi, 
named, Prem £ingh of Gurdwara Chumala Sahib on 22nd May,1921 he 
remained busy in making certain arrangements and on 23rd he took 
Bela Singh and Ganda Singh to Bowring's bungalow. They failed to 
find fie there. Then Sadhu Singh advised them to aurder him at 
Amritsar where he was scheduled to go that evening as told by 
Bowring's eook, Nisam-ud-din.?” Consequently, they left for Lahore 
railway station to board the train lecving for Amritsar. It seems 
that Sadhu Singh being an informer, instead of helping the Axalis, 
reported the matter to the police, *© Bela £ingh and Ganda Singh 
were arrested at Lahore raiivay station by Mr. Isemenger &.P., 


Lahore. They made @ clean breast of the whole conspiracy ani 


38. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Semgarsh, (Mes) ,p.6. 


39. : Akali, Lahore, dune 18,1322. 


4C. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Lic Or eClites Po. Aiso vide Honee 
Political File No, 268/192, ¢ 2. Letter of V.Connolly, ESQ. 
Secretary to Covernment Punjab to the Secretary («f Government 
of India, Home alent ly Simla,d.. :ted 3.5.1921 It rendate 


"About the 2Oth May, an informer, who has been furnishing the 
C.I.D. with reports regarding the Gurdwara Committee in 
Amritcar, tol¢ the C.I.D. officer with whom he has been 
working, that a member of the committee had civen word 
that Battan Singh —* was sending four men to Lehore to 
wurder Messre King wring, Sardar Gunter Singh Majithia, 

and fardar Sukha baneh tbe D.S.P.0f Poliee. On the 218%. 
the informer “a t two Sikhs hat visited him in Lahore 
and he had promised then so show them the houses where the 
officers wentioned lived .... there they were arrested in the 
train by Mr. Isenonger,£.>.Lahore. Euvh was in possession of 


CONE os 
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diselosed the nawes cof & Kishan Singh and others iad 


The disclosure of the conspirsey led to the First 
Akali eonspirsey case. About 25 persons were tmpolicated in the ease. 
Six of them turned approvers, five absconded, one died, 6 were 
arrested an? others were let off sfter prelimin:ry investigations. 
This e:se wer tried by M-. P.d. Rust, Epeeial Magistrate and 
it resulted in the eonvietion of the three cn 198th May,19°2. The 
ease took leisurely speed. The 'Panch’ on 2nf Nowember 1921, 
protested trat four monthe azo some Sikhs were arrested on a charge 
of the conspirsey to murder certain government officers but they 
had not ar yet been pleeed on triai.3 Perhaps, the police were 
anxicus to enmesh as many Akalis as possible in ite net. 


uC eontds 
Mark VI “ebley revolver an’? spare catridges, owe §8 rounds 
altogeche;, while one of them also carried an Afridi Knife 


The informer was et Fingh and the police officer with 
whom he worked was £.C. Isemonger, 5.P.(©.1.,D.) Lahore. 


Paver Seok Babbar Akali Conspirecy case,p.¥1. 

1180 wide Home Political, Tie 80.263, R22, De 7(V Connally, 
Beeretsry to Panjab Gevernsent in his let ter to Seere tary 
Government of India dated 30th May,1922, disclosed this. 


42, Howe Yolitical, File No.268/1922,p.7. 
bh}. the Fania Press Abstract, Vol XXXIV, Lahore,19th November, 


bi. 
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Ganda Singh and Bel« Singh's arrest smashed the whole 
plet. Ganda Singh became approver anid disclosed all the 
activities, righ: from the theft of pistols comaitted on 


December 4.1922 from Ambala Armoury of the Air veree.** 


Subsequently, Chattar Singh Jethiwal ani Presa Singh 
Granth were arrested, the former from the “Akali" offiee, Lahore 
and the litter from Gurdwara Chumals Sahbib. Amor Singh cf 
Ket Barre chan, Tota Singh Peshaweri an’ Tara Cingh of Thethar 
were arrested from Amritsar. Amar Singh's eonfessicns led to the 
arrest of Chattar Singh of Sheikhupura, *? who became apnrover and 
caused the arrest of Chanehal Singh of Jandiala, Thakar fingh 
am ‘larain Singh. Others who were arrested included Bishan 
Singh of Sherpur, Eham Edngh of kahiri, Bur Eingh, Gurbakhash 
fingh, Sarmukh Singh, Sadhu Singhof Dhuri, Bachittar Singh and 
Shankar Eingh of Pindori Bibi. 


The approvers ineluded Ganda Singh ‘Serai' (Amritsar), 
funder Singh aliszs Sham Singh of Kahiri (Eoshiarpar), Bur fingh 
Lussar of Karam fingh Wala (Sialkot), Gurbakash Eingh Peshawari, 
Chattar “ingh alias Sant Singh ani Sarmukh Singh. © 


bb, fhe Akali, Lahore, June 18,1922. 
5, xr Book Babbar Akai ease, 7.453. He fas con of 
“dar Bahadur Le -ingh of Villege Tung, District 
Gujjaranwale. 


46, Gurbaechan Singh, Babbar Akalf, op.cit. p.*, 
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The absconders were Master Mota Singh, £. Kishan Singh 
Gargaj, Bijle Singh alias Jagat Singh of Gharuan, Battan Eingh 
of Kahiri, Amar Singh of Delhi ani Gurbeachan Singh of Ambala. *? 
Cut of them, Battan Singh died in Suly,1921°%9 On August 7,192, 
Chatter Singh of Sheikhupura, Gurbakhesh Singh, Bur Singh and 
Ganda Singh were granted pardon. Bish=n Singh, Sadhu Fingr, 
Thakar Singh and Chattar Singh of Jethuwal were also let eff. 
Prem Singh was discharge’ in January 1922,'"9 Aecr Singh ani 
Narain Singh were acquitted on Sth May,1922. Tota Gingh, Tera 
Singh and Bela Singh were sentenced to 5 years each” 


Gr those who abseonted, Master Mota Gingh lert for 
Kabul in the second week of June,1 21 aan tova Singh had 
alrealy finished the arrangements of his eseape by the end of 
May,1924 Rie &. Kishan Singh Gergaj wine war fucretary cf the 


47, Loc. Cite 


LS. BomenPoli tien) File fe aca Be p.6. Also, vide R ) 
Ke Li Dal (Mss.), pe He was paid rich tribute by 


she Akalf Dal in a condolence meeting, held on August 15, 
1921. He wie calied 'Panth Rut 


49, Babbar Akeli Case judgement, p.2. 
50. Dilgir, Ff. anee Axsaili — Dad OP Cite, i Aleo, 
ithe ai File ms Wo rel 


sviow. p.6. 
8 19ge, Del?. 


opsettey p14}. 


vide Curbachan 
Also gee, Ho 


stating thst he’ is 91904. 
52. Vice interview of the writer with Bute Singh on 20th 
Novenber , 1982, 
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Akali Dal, abseomied on June 4,1921 on the persuasicn of the Akali 
leaders like Master Sunder Gingh Lyallpuri and others.° 3 According 
te Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran,°* he was thinking of offering 
himeelf for arrest but Teja Singh of Bhucher and Ram Singh of 
Dharowal advised him against it. Ram Singh even offered to give 
financial sunport to his family ané this he continued tiil the 
end Rr The course suggested by the leaders was strange. Perhaps, 
they were not sure of the direction, the Gurdwara Reform sovement 
might take. They thought that the Akalis might be compelled to 
take up arme ani then the militants would stand the sovement in 
good stead 76 Bijla Singh, Gurbachan Singh and Amar tingh of 
Delhi, also, abseonded. §&. Kishan Gingh realised that their 
attempt had failed due to the fa ulty planning and execution. 
Once again he planned to re-organise the militants and to achieve 
this end, he followed a programne of vigorous campaigning. After 
Master Mota Singh's sudden arrival at Nankana Bahib in 1921, from 
the Frontier, Kishan Singh sought his advice and formed a 'Chakar- 
yarti Jatha' Jathedar Kishan Singh eonfined his activities to the 
Doab ani it was tentatively decided that simfllar activities would 
be started in the Majha by Teja Singh of Bhuchar and his like- 
minded companions 7 With Master Mota Singh's arrest on 16th 
June,1922°° and Bijle Singh's reclamation later on, by the 


53. The Panjabi Tribune, Chaniigarh, June 13,1962. 
546 He interview of the writer with Buta Singh in November 20, 


eS. Milkha Singh, Babbar Ake 7. &?. h, (Mss.),p.36- 
56. Vide interview of the writer with Buta Singh on Nov.20,1962. 


* 


57. Paper Book Babbar Akali conspjiracy,p.5. 
58. Ganda Singh | SPoOoRe Le 4 d ‘39h wi << LDe rk sz @ 28 Ak )3 Nov ome ni 
opecite, D168 e 
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Prime Minister of Patiala, ir Daya Kishan Kaul?’ it war left 

to Kishan Singh to pilot the militant movement. The sympzthisers 
Like Teja Singh of Bhuehar ot an? Ram Singh of Dharowal seemed 

te have retraced their steps, later cn, ani were alleged to have 
heen acting as the agents of Patiala®” and thus showed weakness 
unworthy of the silitants. 


failure of the First Akali conspiracy, Master Mota Singh left 
for the Frontier and ©. Kishan Singh took refuge with Sant 

Kartar Singh at Pragpur (Jullundur).©” with his assistance, 
he left for Nastuane®> in June, 1922. 
to Ambala on June 83,1921 as Kishan Eingh wanted to meet Narain 


has After the 


From Pragpur they went 


Singh Naik of his exeregizent. On reaching there, it was learnt 
that he had been arrested on Sune 6,1921 29 two revolvers had been 
found in his possession.©” They preceeded to Dhuri anid met 


§9. Ibid., p.183. 
6C. Labh = eae sankhen 
61 e Ant 


62. Sant eis Singh alias Charafdin £,/0 Fateh Din belonged to 
Desu Malkana. He wae a convert and was baptised by fant Attar 
Singh cf Mastuana. Then he became a Eaihu ani came across 
Sant Mit Singh of Kishan Pura (Ju:lundur) and sant Gurbakhash 
aa a Ae Gee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Prazpur. As sartar “ingh lived with Sant Mit Singh, he made 
se. i use of his acquaintance with Bela Singh who put up a 

hhappar(reed hut) for Sant Kartar Singh nezr his well. Pragpur 
was only a mile away from the Indian Infantry lines at Juliundur 
egg Peony as weil as from Birring, the native village of 

« Kishan Singh. This dartar Singh proved traitor to the Babbar 
nals eovement ister on. 


63. Mastuana is neur Sangrur. It was the abode of Sant Attar Singh 
who rendered a great service to the Sikh cause, 

6+, Makhsuspuri, Sunder “ingh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op cite, p50. 

65. Labh Singh Jassowel, Sikhan Dian Bemisal Gurbarian — Bahaduri-j- 

Rjkhan (Nes), Pp 1 56— Ae | 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


143 


Rarjas Singh Tunda ani Jsthedar Eunder Singh. On the occasion 
of Nimani fair at Mastuane, Kishan Singh announeed a plan 

of acticn on the lines of Guru Gobind Singh at a diwan whieh 
was largely attended. It ineluded persons like Bijla Singh, 
Fadhu Singh of Dhuri, Amar Singh of Delhi, Tehel Cingh and 
other members of the Dhuri Jatha. The diyan ws arranged 

by Teja Singh, an emigrant from Canada, Kishan Singh get 
permission to deliver a lecture, He began his lecture with the 
couplets 


(Brave is the person whe fights for the faith, come vhat may, 
Is chopped limb by limb and deserts not the battle array.) ° He 
confemned the governzent for its atrocities and bemoaned that 
the rulers were fleecing the subjects.°” When he beran to 
explain its meaning, Teja Singh stop-ed hia on the ground that 
he wae ineiting the assembly by putting revoluticnary ideas in 
their minds. At this he called off the divan, 


The atreci:ies of the bureaueratie mschinery an? 


66. The English translation is by the vriter. 


67. Par er Book Babbar Ake PID acy Case, p.e9. Dy. Mohinder 
ngh, the Akali Movement, op.c ell? 18 wrong when he 
states that at the regal garment divan Karan Pingh aioe 
recited the pcoee 'Khanda Pakre She \xhe Babbar Wangar'’. 
He did not visit Mastuane at al “at nat time, 
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comlicity of the British officers to obstruct the progress 

of the Curdwara Reform movement had considerably enraged the 
masses. Even the native states, especially Kapurthala, had earned 
notoriety for their antie-Akali stane:. It was true thet the 
native rulers were out-Heroding-Hered. iven the wearing of the 
Kirpans was net allowed. Sardar Sunder Singh Lyallpuri 
contribute an article to the'Banda Matran' of 9th July,1%21, 
taking exception to the policy of the Panjab Government in regard 
te the Kirpan. He observed when the government hai not fixed 
the length of the Kirpan, the arrest of the Sikhs for wearing 
long Kirpane was absura.°? 

Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargaj took atock cf the situction 
and contemplated to start a programe of diwans and conferences, 
where speeches vere to be delivered and the poems were to be 
recited to create an awakening among the wasser. 


After the stay of about 3 months at Churi, “ichan Singh 
came back to the Doab. He was accompanied by Bijle Singh and 
fehal “ingh. They came to Hardas Pur (Kapurthala &tate) and 
stayed with Prem Kaur, sister of Jeginder Singh of Khuradpur who 
was related to Kishan Singh and wis one of the participants in 
the first Akalf Conspiracy ease.°” Sant Kartar “ingh waa also 


n> Vol ARXIV, Ho.28,p.307, Lahore. 


iim Sgt er a | oni Kt Mt (Mes), pe9. This 
g: by © Balwant *ingh, nephew 
of © Jo: ie pe wns give of amr a 


Eo 
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sent for from Pragpur. In the Doab, Xishan “ingh delivered his 
firet speceh at Hardacpur after his return from the Malwa, © 
Next day they went te Plahi ani stayed in the house of Master 
Ram Singh.’’ Chande Singh also came to see Kishan Singh. In 
the beginning of Metober,1921 a divan was held there which 

was attended by °50 percens. Among the sudience were Bela 

Singh of Pragpur, Arjan Singh, Tehel. Singh, Sant Kartar Singh and 
Babu Fanta Singh of Seth Sikh regiment.” Kiehan ©ingh 

advised the audienee to wear black turvans, become Alkalis and 
foliew the policy of non-eooperation with the governuent.7> 


70. Makhsuspur, Sunder Singh, pear, Of Cite, DeSz. 


71, He was a teacher in the Khalsa Middle School, Plahi. He 
belonged to Hadala. He later on became an approver in the 
Babbar Akali Conspiracy Case, 


72. He belonged to Chhoti Berion, District Ludhiana. He was 
a clerk in 54th regiment. Ha came inte contact with Sant 
Kartar Singh and after wards came very close to Kishan Singh. 
The later east a spell on hiz and he left his service to 
become an active member of the Chakarvarti Jatha. He vas 
an activist ani? toox part in all 5 @ major act one of the 
Babbar Jatha. When Babbar Jatha was floated, he was elected 
its treasurer. Later on, he became ite Secretary when 
Karam Singh of Deaulatpar became its Presiden: after Kishan 
Singh's arrest. fant Kartar Singh duped hia in the end and 
he was got arrested at Tapa railway station on June 20,1923, 


acy, ease p.50,. 
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During this period diwans were alco held at Phagwars, Chaheru 
and Khajurala. 


Then Kishan Singh alongwith Bijia Singh, Prem Kaur, 
Tehal Singh, Bela Eingh, Arjan Singh, Babu Santa Singh and 
Gant Kartar Singh left for Patara. Here Kishan Singh 
discussed his programme with Master Mota Singh in a sugar-cane- 
field, where the lat:er had hidden himself. Master Mota Singh 
aporeciated his plan and promised tc deliver speeches in the | 
diwane erranged by the "Chakarvarti Jatha” and also sicgested — 
to unify the wilitants in the Deaba.”? From Patara, Kishan 
Singh returned to Haripur where he delivered « lecture in a 
divan on December 6,1921 ne wasp accompanied by Karam Singh of 
Thingar and Atma Singh of Bika. They left for Gurdwara Kishanpura, 
and from there, they went to Ghurial and stayed with Sant 
Gurbakhash Singh. Next, they proceeded to Shublana, Tehsil 
Phagware in Kapurtnelea {sate, where they put up with Jathedar 
Diwan Eingh. Here Kishan Singh delivered a lecture in the diwan 
arranged there. He asked the people not to be afraid of the 
police ani advisei them to arm themselves ut the earliest. The 
epeeches felivered by him were full of references to the 
sacrifices made by the Fikh Gurus, and the numerous heroes of 
Sikh history. Be, aleo merchalled the events of Sikh history 


7+. Master Mota Singh belonged to Patara. The Akalis and the 
Babtar Akalis held hia in high esteem and due to their 
regard for him, hia village was a place of pilgrimage for then. 
They called it "the Necea”. 


75. Sunder Singh Makbeuspuri, Karam Singh of Jhingar, Assa Singh 
of Phakrudi ani Karam Singh of Daulatpur were doing very 
useful vork for the cause of the Akali sovement. 


: p51 e 
1905, p.1%. 


eq. ; 


af 
+ ee n' 
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and wartial deeds in such a way as if to make them live again. 


when Jathedar Kishan Singh was thus busy in creating 
an awareness in the Doab, there were also ochers who were 
carrying intensive propaganda against the British in their own 
way. funder Singh Makhauspuri hed reached Nankana after the 
tragedy on the ez1l of the Panth with a Jatha of 15 Sikhs, He 
was welleacquainted with Jathedar Kishan Singh, since 1920.77 
te learnt about the saditicus speeches of the Jathedar. Karam 
Singh of Jhingar ani Asse Singh of Phakrudi were returned 
enigrantse. They were, then, very active members cf the Congress 
Party. In October,1920 the had participated in the ecetings 
of District Congrees Committee cf Jullundur sn? Hoshiarpur 
respectively. Karam fingh cf Daulatpur, another returned 
etigrant, took 'Ehante } anu’ st Nankana alongwith Asea 
Singh. He tried to hold a political conference in his village 
but due to the prohibition of cenferences u/s 14+ of I.P.C., 
the wenue had co be shifted to Mehatpur (floshiarpur). In March, 
41921 Sarum Dingh of Jhingar, Acea Singh of Phakrudi and 4Saram 
Singh of Daulatpur delivered speeches in the diwan at Mahalpur. 
Ins divag et iukar Majers in Ostober,1921, Sunder Singh alse 
mace a speech. Fishnan Fingh theught of welding all these elements. 


hakravarti Jathu: In Nowember 1921 «a big 
eonference was held in Rurka Malan (Sullundur) 78 &, Kishan Singh 


7) « funder Gingh, 9OP C1t.p.5%. 


78. Idid., P57. 
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sent for Sunder Fingh and Karam Singh of Jhinger fer matual 
discussion and consultation. In this meeting, Karam fingh 
Shinger delivered a forceful speech’? and Sunier Singh 
recited a 'Shabad'. Master Mota Singh and Kishan Singh did 
not atteni the eonference but stayed at Jandiala in the house 
of Mehar Singh. hen the conferenee wat over, the formation 


ba was announced with the objective of 


earrying on énti- Government propaganda. fhen the menbers 

of the Jatna penetrated into the heart of the Doab tec carry 

on propaganda against the Sritish. One group consi: ting of 
Bhai Kishan Singh, Saram Singh of Jhingar ard Eunder Singh 
Makheuspuri started a ceaseless campaign in Jullundur District 
with frequent incursions inte Kapurtheala Etate as weil as in 
come parte of Ambala District. This group arranged a series of 
djiwane at Shubiens, Rurka, Bolina, Pindori Nijjeran, Dingrien, 
Rardour, Sahani, Bhojowai and Sangowal, The daily routine was 
te neld two meetings or diwans., fhe first meting was held 

by 1 &.H. The people of the area were informed and after the 
meeting was over, the Jatha used to move to another village. 
At ) pom. the second diwan was held. Then the Jatha would leave 
for ths mwext viidage where the divan was to be organised the 
fuilowing day. Thus from uidenight to the noon, the group 
slept, took rest and carried on preparations for the next ciwap. 
The police shadowed them but wes never able to apprehend thea. 


79. Milhs Singh, Babber Akai Sengarsh (¥65),Ch.1. 
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Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargaj stirred the audienee with his 
fiery speeches, whereas his compansions like Karam Singh of 
Thingar ani Sunder Singh recited peows.°° 1: is notable 

that those Akalit had become Chakarvartis after warrants 

were insugl to earreet them, Aishan Singh was already en 
absconcer sf the Firat Avali ecnepiracy case and a reward of 

m, 200 was announced to arrest hia.®’ In December 1921, a big 
diven wes arranged in Jhingar where Karam fingh of Daulatpur, 
ASSs Eing) of Phakeudl and Xarem Singh of Jhingar delivered 
toceckes,. This wes fcllowed by the diwans at Herian and 


Jagatour. Tretr arrest werrents were issued due to their 
epecohes delivers¢ in these diwans. EFince then, they too became 


intensive nropegenda against the government for its atrocities 


Thies wae t?:e ceeaond Jatha whieh earried on an 


on the AKaiis whe wer? waging 4 life ani death strugzle sgainst 
the Mahent:, 

Gurbachan Singh of Sadhara claina tnuat these Jathas vere 
wetamorphosis of Niry Ite 
Preaeident at that time was Dalip Singh of Sadhara. 


of the Rowlatt 5111 nai aroused the wrath cf the peopie and there 


83 The passage 


were he ctic political activities in the foab. Consequently, 


80. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akalji Lehar, op.cit.,p.58. 
81. Ibid., o%7, 

@2, Ibid.,p.59. 

&3. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akaji, op cit., p.3 ami 18. 
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Karam Singh of Daulatpur and Dalip Singh of Sadhara arranged 
conferences in their own villages. Karam Singh of Jhingar 
arranged in Jhinga:, Khuradpur, Baddon, anid Kurka Kalan; Lakha. 
Singh in Xot Fatuhi and Khem fingh in Sirhala Khurad, Mehatpur, 
Reachauri, Garhi anungoan and Bilga.?* With the start of the 
Gurdwara Reform Movement and wore particularly after the 
Nanktana tragedy there Akalis began a virilent propaganda. The 
leaders of the two prominent Jathas, Kishan ‘ingh of Birring 
and Karo fingh of Daulatp wz acted, more or less, indepeniently 


of each other in the earlier stages .°° | 


ragamndia Campaicon of Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargui: 


The programme of diwans and conferences had the 
blessings of Master Mota Singh. The spate cf diwans proved 
fertile reeruiting ground for the Akali Dal as well as the 
Indian National Congress. It had voleanic effect on the people. 
Kishan Singh Gargaj had endeared himself to the people because 
he gave them hope in his speeches. He, alone, had delivered 
3°7 specches at different places in the Majha, Boaba ani Malwa 


till his arrest.°° 


Ris group made a hurricane tour of the Doaba. After 
the Rurka Conference in November,19°1, the group went to Jandiala 


gh. Isid, p.18. 


85. Home Department (Political), File No.245/1926 Batch 4th. 
Also, vide Curbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.129,. 


86. Ibid., p19. 
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and from trere it proceeded to Samranwen to hold a diwan. It 
wat followed by s diwan at Sotli Than Singh where Bab. Sante 
Singh joined the Jatia in January, 1922 ,87 He was posted at 
Jhelum Contonment as a clerk in the 84th regiment which he 
resicned on 26th January,1922.°° «= atma Singh of bika was also 

a member of this Jatha at that time. This groin was able to 
create a stir by its ceaseless propaganda in the Eirowal area, 
Raripir, Bolina, Shojowal, Kotli Then Singh, Pindori ijjaran, 
Dingrian, Churial, Ahuradpur, Manak Dheri, Manak Kai, Kala Bakra, 
Kishan Pura, Nasrala, Mainkhiana, Rajpura, Manko, Birring, Buhani, 
Piddi Khalsa and Sangowal.°° 


The diwan at Bhubiane in January 1922 and a conference at 
Rarka Kalan were important but the diwans at Pindori Nijjaran 
and Vingrian were very vituparative. Pintori Nijjaran became 
important centre of the Chakarvartis. This villaze contributed 
13 active workerr, the sort important of them being Buta Singh 
who remained very close associate of Kishan Eingh Gargsj. Kishan 
Singh Gargaj in his speech at Pindori Nijjaran exhorted the 


t , ement, p.t49. The statement, that 

abu Santa Ging ined the Jatha of Karam Singh of Daulatpur, 
is not correct. See, Wasakha Singh, Malwa Ithas, Vol.IIli, 
op.cit., p.1023, where Babu Santa Singh etree "ses that he 

joined Kishan Singh's group in the beginning. However, later 
on, he associate’ himeelf with Saram Singh of Daulatpur due 
to his differences with Kishan Singh Gargaj. 


B88. Ibid., p.1026. 


ASE» PDe 57656. 
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Silths to join the Akali Dal, intimidate jholichuks ani 
wage a relentless struggle to reform the Gurdwaras. He also 
announced that he would compel the British to get oat of India. 
He alto suggested that the toadies like Lamberiar Bhagwan Singh 
end Harnam Singh as well as chaukidars of the village, named 
Jivan and Maulube reformed, © 


The diwan at Pindori Nijjaran was organised by the 
Congrese Party. But the Chakarvartis made full use of the same. 
Sant Kartar Singh sought permission for a ‘presi’ te deliver a 
lecture. Then Kishan Singh delivered the lecture incognito. 
His next lecture was at Dingrian which was arranged by Master 
Bishan Singh. Here Sundar Singh Makhsuspuri rceited the poem: 


(O' Brave Indians it is not time t- slumber and stagger. ‘he 
time is ripe to wield the dagger.) 


Jatheder Kishan Singh's activities were being widely 
acclaimed, He was not only an eyesore to the Government, but 
also to certain Akaiis who began te opvyose hin. Hari Eingh 
Jullunduri wrote articles and editorials agzinst him in the 
'akalieTe-Pardesi'. It gave Kishan Singh many anxious moments. 
However, reconeiliaticn teck place, All acquiesced to Hari Singh's | 
suggestion that the reforma*ion of the jJholichuks sheald also be 
taken in hand.”" Then the grouo went to Pragpur, Haripur, an‘ 


Case, ppe116—117 (Statement of 


Fe aL! west 2 : ; 
391. Paper Book Babbar Akali congepirac Cy PPeG2e53. 


¢ 
Also vide Milkhe Singh, Rabbar Akali Sangrarsh(Mss), p.68. 
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Pindori Nijjaran to carry on its activities. 


-he contact with the students of the Khalsa High 
Sehool Jullundur began those days. Its was Babu Santa Singh 
who visited Bakhtawar Singh.” Miliha fingh came to know of 
it and he went with Santa oingh to'Patara where he met Kishan Singh 
in the attic of Bhai Jdham Singh, a elose associate cf Master 
Mota Singh. From thers Bhai Kishan ‘ingh ami Milkha fingh went 
te Pindor4i Nijjaran. 


Baba Santa Singh ani Milkha <ingh were sent to Amritsar 
who met Teja Singh of Bhuchar, Editor of the Gargaj Akali ani 
Ram Singh of Dharowal, Editor of the Ajit. On their return, 
Wilkha -ingh narrates that ther: was a large number cf people 
in his Haveli, which included many frow Dingrian and Shuradpur. 
Bhai Kishan Singh delivered a fiery speech which was highly 


eritical of the Congress Party. >> 


This: Jatha also toured some parts of Ambala District, 
It had preceeded to atcend Gurpurabs at Chamkaur Sahib, ani 
Sirhind bat the enthusiasm anit eagerness of the veople prompted 
them to hold diwans in the surrounding village:,too. In this 
ineursion Kishan Singh was accoxpanied by Sunder cingh of 
Makhsucpur ani Karam Singh of Jhingar. Assa Singh, Hari Singh 


92. Babbar Akali Sangrarsh (MF°),p.69. 
93. Ibid., p.7. 
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ef Sundh ani Saram singh of Daulatoar too accompanied them for 
some days.?* At the time of <hahidi-Jor-Mela in December,1921 
at Fatehgarh £ahib, Sirhind, Kishan Singh delivered a thunderous 
speech. On the testimcny of Giani Naher Cingh, he began his 
speech with the invocation to the weapons. Sijla -ingh Gharuan 
too accommanied him. ?? The fact has been further eupported by 
the disclosure of Bhai kam Singh whe stated that Bhai Kishan 
Eingh Gargaj and Bhai Ram fingh cf Dharowal delivered anti-Britich 
speeches whereas Maharaja of Patiala tried to infl.ience these 
Akalis by doing out money as he wanted to use them against the 
Nabha ruler. © The speeches actually created a consternation in 
the mind of Maharaja of Patiala and he feared forcible seizure 

of the Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib and to avoid this he exertei his 
influence. ?” Bhai Kishan Singh's group also staged diwans 

in <udhupur, firhind Bassi and many villages of Kharar Tehsil. 
The area was virgin for political propaganda as neither any 
Akali nor any Congress worker had ever penetrated there. On 

Sth January,19°2, a diwan was held at Bharatpur and at the 


time of Maghi fair, a diwan was arranged at Surapur. During this 


94. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.59. 


95. Nahar Singh, Azadi Dian Lehran, op.ecit., p.301. 


96. The Newan Sahit, Delhi, op.cit., 1982 (an article by Jamuna 
Dass jkhtar). 


97. Ganda Singh,Dr. , & 
Movement, op.cit., pp. 
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tour the Jatha enrolled 50CO Akali and Congress members. 7° In 
their speeches they exhorted the people te give up non-violence. 
The people were made conscious of the fact that the peaceful 


means had failed tc achieve the obdject. 


On 12th January,19°2, the fikhe of Horhiarpur and 
Julluniur districts, under the leacershiv of Mula Singh of 
Bahowal, took possession of Takhat Keshgarh Sahib (Anandpur) and 
Kiratpur Sahib. As it was attempted without the permission of 
the &.G.P.C., so the committee disapproved of this action. >” 
Actually, it was the "Chakarvarti Jatha" of Kishan Singh, 
comprising Sunder Singh, Karam “ingh of Jhingar and Gian Singh 
of Bela that made plans to capture Gurdwara Kiratpur. It were 
they who sent messages to villagers who came in flocks and 
Gurdwara of Kiratp.r was taxen possession of before the 


daybreak, | © 


This Jatha made its next apcearance at Churial in a divan 
held from 24th to 26th February,1972. Sant Gurbakhash Singh 
had arranged 101 uninterrupted recitations cf tre Holy Granth, 
On the last day, speeches and poems captivated the audience. 
On the authority cf Milkha fingh Nijjar, who himself recited a 
poem, "Nathe Jan Feringhee" (The English have taken to heels), 


98. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.p.60. 


99.  Giani Partap Singh, Gurdwara Sudhar Arthat, Akali Leher, 
OPeClite, Do135- 


10C. Makhsaspuri, funder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.60. 
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two camel ridere alighted ani took up the stage. One of ther, 
Shai Sunder Singh recited a beautiful peem, “what wiil the 
yeonle say, if the Feringhee is not hit on the head, 01 


Then Jathedar Kishan Eingh delivered a forceful speech which 

held she audience spellie-bound. In Febru.ry 1922, diwans were 
also held in the villages of fapurthala state such eas Lakhpur, 
Eahni, funira, Babeli, Domeli, Narur, Panshet, Palahi, Manak, 


Sanratpur, Hardaspur and Maheru, '° 


No oecasion was missed tc use the stage for propaganda. 
In Mareh,1922, the Congress party was holding 4 conference at 
Khuradpur, which was addressed by C.&. Dass, Lala Hans faj, 
Smt. Lajjyaewati and Swami Satya Dev. When the leaders had 
left, Jathedar Kishan Singh came to the stare and addressed the 
assembly with an unsheathed sword. He remarked that the 
peonle of the Bania party, who just left, had destroyed the 
country. Phe time was certainly critical for the Ccn.:ress. 
Noneecooperation Movement had failed and Gandhiji withdrew it 


after Chauri-Chaura ineiient. °2 The leaters were put behind 
101. Paper BOOS _ Ci A ee RSP . 2.33 BaD a5 30 The couplet 


102, Maxhsuspuri, Sander Cingh, Babbar Akal har, on.cit.,p.62,. 


103. Chauri-Chaura is a villace in Uttar Pradesh near Gorakhpur. 
The police hai onened fire but when their ammunition war 
exhausted they shut themselves inside a building. The sob 
set fire te it an? burnt 72 policemen to death on 
February 95,1972, 
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the bare ani were the subject of ridicule. Lachh-an Singh, who 
was Secretary of this conference, forbade Kishan Singh to 
sneak further but the audience insisted on Kishan Singh to 


10% A Muslim 


continue. They became hostile tc Lachhman ‘ingh. 
bov, Tufail Mohamned of Pindori Nijjaran came into the 
chakarvarti fold here ami since then began to act az a herald 

of the Chakarvartis. ©? He was given the responsibility to 
announce the holding of diwans by the beat of drum. This 

Jatha organised Yiwans ami Conferences in the Phagwara fehsil of 


Kapurthala state ae weli. 


While Kishan Singh's group busied itself in Ambala 
District and then in Jullundur 4nd Kapurthala, the group of 
Karam Singh of Daulatpur held meetings at various placer in 
Horhiarpur. On return from Chamkaur Eahib ‘Martyrdom fair’ 
Their centre of activity in January ani Februxury 19°2 were 
mainly Balachaur. Mahal Gehla, Nawanshehr, Chak fangha, 
Ramgarh Jhuggian, ani Langroa, Bhai Ude Singh of Ramgarh 
Jhuggian and Dhanna Singh of Bahbalnour were new entrants. 
Master Dalip fingh of Gossal delivered speeches at Furka Kalan, 
Mahal Gehla and Apra. His arrest warrants were issued in 
March, 1922. 10 


aia 


Ch. Paper Book Babbar Akali conspiracy, p.33. 
105. Nahar Singh, Azadi Dian Lehran, op.cit., p.302. 


106. Makhsuspuri, sunder Singh, Babbar Axal Lehar, op .cit., 
p.63. Also vide Paper B onspiracy ease, 
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The ecnference at Kot Fatuhi was a rendezvous for all 


the chaxarvartj groups. '°7 


It wat organised from Februsry °% 


109 Other imortant 


Canada, Raja Singh ani Giani Ram Singh. 
momberr who helned the vhakarvartis and shielded them, were 

Bhai Lakna Singh and Hardit Singh. Amr Singh of Kot Barre 
Khan, granthi at Kot Fatuhi ami an approver of the First 

Akali consviracy ense, toc, was there. The audience organised a 
formidable ring round chakarvartis and police dsred not risk 

the clash. The arrival and departure of Master Mota Singh after 
delivering an hcur long speech reads like a fairy tale. He rode 
@ mare given by Bishan Eingh of re went straight towards 
Kot Fatuhi ani reached near Pindi dotla on the banks of Baein. 
There he dismounted the mare ani asked Lakna Singh to mount. 
Immedistely, he disguised himself ar a sadhu and went etraignt 
to the police cazp, talked to the officer ami reached a day 
eurlier at Kot Fatuhi. This is nothing short of a detective 
etory.! Next day, at about 3 p.m., he delivered a lecture 
fearlessly ani was able to hice safely in the house of a poor 
Muslim named Fullia and thus foiled all the attempts of 50 


policemen an: 160 artillery men to arre:t hin. the importance, 


107. Makhsuspuri, funder fingh, Babbar “kali Lehar,op.cit.,p.63 
108, The Pardesi Khalsa, Amritsar, March 4,19°2, 


109. Ibid. Dr. Karlesh Mohan's statement that the conference at 
Kot Fatuhi was organised by Karam Cingh, vide 
History Vol.I,1982,p.148, is not corrovoratcd by 
any contemporary cource, 
110, He was martyred at Babeli, on September 1,1973. 


111. Saihu Singh Mastana, Master Mota “ingh Ji, Jiwani, 
f.n.111 & 112 next page. 
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of the eonference lies in the fet that 4+ demorsalised the 
government machinery, eneouraged the chakarvartis ani added 


to their pepulsrity in the Doab\.” 


The Speaker after speaker 

in the diwan hac urged the policemen and the soldiers in the 
army to leave the government service as it was 'Haram'. The 
diwan was concluded with the resolution ap :1eciating the 
services of &.Xishan Singh Gargaj, Master Mota Singh, Giani 
Ram £ingh Sutantar, Sunder Singh Akali and Maulvi wali Mohammed 


for the naticnal cause.’ > 


During the year 1921022 the Doab had become a hotbed of 
selition ani anti-govermeent activities. No wonder, the 
Juclundur area found its leaders in Kishan Singh and Sunder Singh, 
the Banga area had Karam Singh of Jhingar and Delip Singh of 
Gossal, while ©. Karam Singh of Daulatpur was active in the 
Nawanshehar belt. D-lip Singh of fadhara and Dharam ‘ingh of 
Kayatpur Rurki were active in Mahalpur area anid Harbane Singh 
of Sirhala and Aartar “ingh of Condpur were active in the 
peripherd of Hoshiarpur and Shan Chaurasi. Every important 
village had Akalis who became Chakarvartis. <cven the cate 
of Kapurthals had its rieh contribution in &ubedar Amar “ingh 
of Vhaliwal, Chanda Singh cf Plahi, Shiv Singh of Buhani 


Op.cit., Pr2%31. The gist of the talk of Master 

Mota Singh and the Police Officer is reminiscent of his 
influence cvur the neonle. The police officer stated 
that Master Mota Singh did not run away but took te 
wings. Bhagat “ingh Bilga, Secretary,/.5.Y.H. Jullundur 
alto vouchsafed it in an interview with the writer on 
November 20,1982. 


112. Ioid., Petee 
113. The Pardesi Khalse:, Amritsar, March 4,1922. 
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be 


and Kartar Singh of Domeli.’ It was here thet the sting of the 
rulers was the sharpest. Ofwan Durga Dass war more loyal tc 

the British than the British themselves. His atrocities knew n« 
limits. The wearing of black turban wir an unepardona>ble 

offenee with him. The Shiromani Aiali Dal in its Interim 

meeting on April 2,1922 unier the P:esidentshi> cf * .“artar 

Singh Jhabbar condemned the atrocities on the Eikhs in 

Kapurthals where their holv symbols, especially, the Keshae 


were desecrate’. Hooka water wt poured out on their hair ini 


they were beaten with shoes. '° This was too odious for the 
ehakarvartis to bear. ‘hey began to challenge the police officers 


ovenly and warned their touts to desist from the despicable path. 
This beeame evident in March 1972 at the time of Hola Mohalia 
fair. Jathed r Kishan &ingh Gargaj alongwith his companions 
delivered a sediticus speech expressing British atrocities. He 
also challenged the police party present there to arrest hin. 
When the police tried to act, there was a malee in the fair 

and hundre?s of the Akalis encircled the policemen. Ieher “ingh, 
SubeInspeetor had te ask the eons“ables to be prudent. The 
force of the chakarvartis wie even confirned by the Inspector 


11. Miltha Singh, Baboar Akali Cangarh (Me), 9».61-62. 
115. fhe P d gAm'itsar,on.cit., April 7, 19226 
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in the court when he appesred as a prosecution witness in the 


Babbar Akali case, ' 1° 


Scon after the fair, a meeting was addressed at 
Dhanowali near the Dhanowali railway crossing on Grand Trunk 
Foad. Bhan Singh of Birring, Zaildar Sham Singh of Talhan, 
Buta Singh Lambardar of Nanzal Shaman, Amar Singh Sufedposh 


of Johal, Jamadar Dalip Singh of Salempur were holding a meeting 
to discuss the question of boycott of the Zaildar Talhan ani 

his family by the Akalis. In the meeantime Aishan Singh 

Gargaj, alongwith Sunder Singh Makhsuspuri, Mula Singh of 
Bahowal, Karam Singh of Jhigar and Jogindar Singh of Khuradpur 
arrived in a car. They took hold of the stage without allowing 
the audience to go. Karam Singh cof Jhingar was holding a sword 
whereas Mula Singh was armed with a gun and they were standing 
by the side of Kishan Singh Gargsj who was delivering the 
speech. ©. Kishan Singh Gargaj remarked that the Jholichuks 
expected rewards and squares of land, but they would get no such 
preserve as the Akalis were about to destroy not only the 


preserves but also the Jar whieh contained the preserve.''7 


116, Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.6%. 


117. Vide Paper Book, Babbar Conspiracy, Trial No.11 of 1924, 
The crown V/E Kishan ©ingh ant Sthirs » Pe+O1. (evidence 
of Bhan Singh of Birring in the court). Also vide 
Makhauspuri, Sunder Singh, Bapear Agel} panes OPeCite, 
pp.104-105. Also see Buta Singh o ori Hijjaran, Babbar 
Akali Tehrik(Mss:) eP e119. 
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This was followed by a diwan at Buhani in March,1922, 
in Phagwara Tehsil where the toadies were given a strict 
warning to mend their ways. This was attended by Kartar 
Singh of Gondpur and Harbans Singh of Sirhala and was 
adiressed by Master Mota “ingh and Jathedar Kishan Singh. 
Kishan &ingh remarked in his speech that there were quite 
a few white turbans in the audience which he would like to 
see them changed into black ones. A person wearing white 
turban stood up and tol4 that Bishan Singh Zaildar of Rani 
Thua would not even let them recite ‘'shabads' what to talk of 
wearing black turbans. Then Kishan Singh declared if there 
was any relative or wellewisher of Bishan Singh, he should 
advise him against such things. If he did net pay any heed, 


then one of his brave fellows would reform him with the sword! '8 


They held next diwan at Piddi Khalsa. Then Kishan 
Singh, Babu Santa Singh, Harbans Singh of Sirhala, Kartar 
Singh of Gondpur and Sant Kartar Singh went to Jullundur 
Cantonment and met Naik Ganga Singh. He was advised to 
spread dissatisfaction among the troops and convert them 
to the militant views. At Jullundur they also met Milkhe 
Singh and some other students of Khalsa High £echool. 
There they stayed with contractor Teja Singh of Dingrian. 
From there Kishan Singh proceeded to “hojowal en 15th March, 
1922 to hold a Giwan but the programme was changed due to 


the presenee of heavy police force. He went to Sangowal, then 


118. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy Case,p.53=-5%. 
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to Kishan Pura and turned back in the evening. 


It was on 19th March,19°? at, Sangowal where Jathedar 
Kishan Singh delivered a lecture alongwith his companions like 
Babu Santa Singh, Kartar Singh of Gondpur, and Sunder Singh 
Makhsuspuri. With the arrival of the police they went to a 


119 


well outside the village. It. was with the help of their 


symoathisers, who gave them timely information, that they 
narrowly esgeaped; other wise they would have fallen in the 


hanis of the police. /2° 


a Diwan : 


Lts Aftermath: The chakarvartis had a 
tough time at Sensouet stim on 19th March,1922. The people 
were really under police duress and the toadies had become so 
bold that they created disturbance in the diwan. None from 
the village dare’ to become Sabhepats of the diwan, Jathedar 
Kishan Singh, Sunder Singh, Babu/fingh, Kartar Singh of 
Gondpur and Harbans Singh of Sirhala Khurad met in a 

conclave at a well betwixt the villages of Beas ani Sangowal. 
It was suggested that razors be purchased for cutting off 
the ears and noses of the notorious jholichuks. First, they 
were to be warned, then, chopping off the limbs was to be 
resorted to. In case, it did not prove of any avail then, 


the only alternative left was'to reform! them with the 


119. Paper Book Bab bar Akali Conspiracy,p.85. 
120. Babbar Akali care Judgement, 1925,p.1 36. 


121, This village war in the news during the Ghadar movement 
of 1915. Chanda Singh cf Nangal Kalan had got arrested 
&. Piara Singh cf Langeri and was, consequently, made 


Contdecce 
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sword, '° Some of the toadies sueh as Sham Singh Zaildar 


of Talhan and Harnam Singh Sufedposh of Mehdipur were marked for 
immediate action. Also, it was made obligatory for the 
Chakarvartis to keep themselves armed. 


Babu Santa Singh bought 4 rasore from Jullundur 
ecantonment. The Chakarvwartis, tren met in the cottage of Sant 
Thakur Singh of Mundial at Fajowal 123 on March 24,1922, 1+ 
S. Kishan Singh asked Thakur fingh to send for Hazara Singh of 
Munder. On his arrival, Jathedsr Kishan Singh gave two razors 
to Babu Santa Singh, one to Hazara Singh and one he kept with 
himself, He ti id Hazara Singh that the razor had been made over 
to him to cut off the nose and ears of Harnam Singh Suyufedposh 
of Mehdipur, 1°? 
of Rajowal, Chajja Singh and Diwan Singh of Massanian. 


ani he was told to seek the help of Amar Singh 
126 


Harnam Singh of Mehdipur was the special target of the 
‘ehakarvertis' because he had apoeared as a prosecution witness 
against &. Naginder Singh of Kandhola in the court who had 
presided over a meeting held by ‘Akalis' at Khurdpur on August 21, 


121 eontd: 


Zaildar, in lieu of his loyalty. Banta Singh and Fur 
Singh of Sangowal murdered him on the seventh day of the 
incident, in his house. The pro-Government elements 

af eat in the villages of Sangowal, Alawalpur and Kala 
SkTae 


12°. Makhsuspuri, © Sey Bapba) cali 
Also vide Paper Book Babbar Akali 
(Stasement of Sant Kartar Singh o 

123. Loe.cit. | 

124, Makhsuspuri, G Se, Babbar Akali Lehar, Op Cite, p.68. 

125. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy,p.55. 


126. Makhsuspuri, & .&., Babbar i , r op.cit.p.68. 


phar, Op.cite, p68. 
‘onspiracy, p55 
Pragpur) . 
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1921. Consequently, the latter was sentenced to ? years'* 
rigorous imprisonment. #ithin a few days of the sentence, 
HazaraSingh of Mumer alongwith his companions, grievously 
assaulted the Sufedposh. ‘under Singh cf Makhsuspur was 
entrusted with the reformation of Shan Singh Zaildar of Talhan. 
To accomplish this, he tock Basant Singh Canadian of Sirhala 
Khurad with him an? went to Bisrampur to contact Jjjagar -ingh. 


They failed to accomplish the preject because Zaildar Sham Singh 
127 


was away in connection with a marriage. when they learnt 
this from Jjaggar Singh, they left for their villages. The 
Chakarvartis, mo doubt, were acting boldly and were putting 
up a brave front to cow down the sycophants. A few small 


incidents, too, emboldened them. 


In April,1922, Jathedar Kishan Singh, Sunder Singh, 
Babu Santa Singh, Kartar Singh of Gondpur and Harbans 
Singh of Sirhala Khurd went on doing propaganda nexr about 
Jullundur cantonment. During their itinerary, one day, they 
eame to know that an AKali, named, Bakhshish “ingh was being 
beaten in the police post of Khajurala for the offence of 
keeping a Kirpan ani wearing black turban. fhe chakarvartis 
challenged them and this brcught the offenders to their knees. 
They begged pardon for their foclish action. They also 
divulged that they were doing so at the instance of Bishan 
Singh Zaildar of Ranipur Thua. 


127. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akaii Lehar, 
OP Cite, p69. 
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In the first week of May,1922, Kirhan Eingh, 
Rabu Santa Singh an? Bela Singh of Pragpur met Kirpal Singh 
of Malakpur (Rawalpindi) and Yartap Singh of Sialkot who were 
serving in 52 Sikn regiment at Jullundur. They also met Ganga 
Singh N alk cf Gurdaspur here, All were persuaded to spread 


disaffection in the ranke and procure ammunition for the 


Chakarvartis. 


During this period Jathedar Kishan Singh and Babu 
Santa Singh also went to Khalsa digh School, Jullundur. 
Milkha “ingh of Pindori Nijjaran had already become a 
protagonist of this group ani it was on his request that 
Jathedar came there and set some more stuients. They included 
Gurdial Singh Bhullar who rose to become Superintendent of 
Police, Karam Singh of Haripur, Sampuran Singh of Haripur who 
retired as Headmaster, later on; Pritam Singh of Khuradpur, 
€furain Singh and Rattan Singh of Manak, Swaran Singh (Ex-Foreign 
Minister cf India) was also their class-fellow, but he did not 
evinee any interest in political activities at that time. 


The students were captured by the spell of the 
Jathedar and they immediately, offered their services for the 
cause of the motherland, but he persuaded them to continue 
their studies till the appropriate time. 


This group brought an unforeseen enthusiasm among 
the people by a spate of diwans in the villages of Sundh, 
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Sandhawan, Chabbewal, Mahalvur, Zian, Barrian Kalan, Sirhala 
Kalan, Kukar Muzara, Bahowal, Jandoli, Kulewal, Lehlian alan, 
Lehliian Khurad, Bassi Kalan, Bilaspur, Garhshankar, Moila, 
Bihra and Jassowal, etc. During this period, the enrolment 

of the Acali and the Congress members were also carried on by 
the Chakarvartis simultaneously. T4111 this time, they 
supplemented the activities of ths Akalis ami Congress. In the 
Panjab they were like contributory streams to the river of 


National Franeination. “9 


EUNDH AFFAIR: It was at Sundh that the pro-government 
villagers made first assauit on the Chakarvartis. On May 11,1922, 
Jathedar Kishan Singh and Sunder Singh were gcing to Pragpur 
from Pindori Ganga Eingh. Near Baddon Chattar Singh of Kandola 
and Arjan f£ingh of éundh joined them. Arjan cingh told the 
Jathedar that his brother Hari Singh had been arrested by the 
police, three days ago. At this, they proceeded to Sundh 
ostensibly to sympathise with the wife of Hari Singh. ’“? 
They took their seals there. Chattar Singh stayed there with 
Milkhi Ram, Congress President of the local unit. Jathedar 
Kishan Singh and Sunder Singh left the place and Arjan Singh went) 


1°8. There was no Babbar organisation at yet. See, Makhsuspuri, 
Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, ov.cit., p.70. 


129. Ibid., p.7@. The purpose of their visit to Sundh 


explicitly might be to express sympathy with Hari &ingh's 
wife but implicit rearon wis to terrorise the loyalis 
so that they might not crerte trouble in future. Vide Milkha 


fFingh, Babbar Akali Sengarh (Mss.)%h.14. 
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along to see them off. The loyalists seemed to be after 
rewards. Jathedar Kishan Singh had been under the arrest warrants 
since June,1921 and Sunder Singh since October,1921. Rewards 
had been proclaimed for their arrest’ 30 and the toadies of 
Sundh set their eyes on the reward, Lasbardar Cher Singh 

had brought two constables, Ganda Singh and Ghulam Mohammed 
since 9th May,1922, from Banga police station to affect 
Arjan Singh's arrest. The mob was incited by the Lambardar. 
Jathedar, sensing the danger advised Arjan Singh to offer 
himeelf for arrest but the tall talk of under Singh created 
trouble and in the skirmish, that ensued, Sunder Singh was 


‘31, while Kishan Singh managed to escape by resorting 


arres ted 
to firing at blank range. It wae considered inexpedient to 
shoot at the the mob aa that would have landed Arjan Singh 
inte trouble. 5S. Kishan Singh reached Plahi at midnight on 
Chanda Singh's well, | 2? He wrote the whole incident for the 
Gargaj Akali to be published in it and sent the same to 

its Editor, Bhai Teja Singh «f Buchar through Chanda Singh. 


From Plahi, he reached Pragpur and taking Babu Santa Singh 


130. Miliha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh(Mss. ).p.101. 


131. Ibid., Ch.14%. funder Singh was sentenced to 14 year: for 
keeping AAP ane cartridges and for delivering seditious 
lectures whereas Arjan Singh wis imprisoned for 6 months. 
Later on, Sunder Singh was included as one of the accused 
in the Babbar Akali case and the persons who had helped 
in arresting him were rewarded. Six persons got a square 
of land and %, 100/- each. Three Lambardars got a cash 
reward of & 100/=- each. 


132. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh (Mss.), Ch.14, 
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alongwith = went to Patara to seek the advice of Master 

Mota Singh of Ths ngar, Master Dalip Singh of Gossal, Kartar Singh 
of Gondpur and Harbane Singh of Sirhala,too, had reached there. 
It was proposed to set Sundh on fire but Master Mota Singh 
advised against this as it would have brought notoriety to the 
Chakarvartis and they would have lost ‘he sympathy and support 


of the comnmon people. 2: 


The arrest of Sunder Singh came as a rude shoek to 
the Chakarwartis. They pondered over this and decided to warn 
the toadies so that they might not follow the foctsteps of the 
people of Sundh. 


The group led by Karam Singh had been also active 
since 1920. Karam Singh of Daulatpur arranged a political 
conference in Mehatpur as it could not be held in his own village 
due to prohibition imposed u/s que 13 He was helped by 
Assa Singh of Phakrudi, ancther returned emigrent from Canada! 39 
The forcible seigure of the keys of Golden Temple took place 
on 7th November 1921 , 136 On 15th Nowember,19°1, they had 
attended Nanxana fair in connection with the birth of Guru Nanak 
Devji and were enthused to listen to the speeches of Baba 


Curdit Singh of Koma Gata Maru ani Master Mota Singh. > ? 


133. Makhsuspuri, 5.&., Babar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.80. 
134. : er Book Babbar A Co acy, Statement of Assa Singh, 


135. Toid., p.°16. also Giani Partap Singh, Gurdwara Sudhar 
Ar that Akali Lehar ,op.o1t.,p.115. 
136. a — 


i Co ie SF de ‘* »p2i6. 
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Then Asea Singh, Karam Singh of Jhingar, ani Karam Singh 
of Daulatpur arranged a political diwan in Jhingar and as a 
result of this diwan, their arrest warrants were issued. They 
became chakarvartis ani an incessant chain of lectures started. 
In a lecture at Balachaur Karam Singh cof Daulatpur was alleged 
to have told that they would take over the courts and a 
Sikh would take the place of the British Deputy Com7issioner. 
Assa Singh confessed having recited the poem written by 
Karam Singh of Daulatpur in which the Indians were asked to 
awake as their country was being ruined, '38 This was followed 
by a diwan at Mahal Gahla and Nawanshehar in January 1922. 
Then the group went to Chak Sangha where Inder Singh, a 
returned emigrant, joined them and next they met Bhai Udey 
Singh of Ramgarh Jhuggian. In February 1922, a lecture was 
delivered at Langroa where Assa Singh openly asked the people 
not to pay land revenue and exhorted the audience to boycott 
the wieit of the Prince of Wales. He also visited Anandpur 
at the time of Hola Mohalla and heard Kishan Singh's lecture. 
He admitted that he had bought 3 feet long Kirpan under the 


inspiration of his lecture,’ 39 


This group ineluded some very daring individuals of 
whom ite leading light, Karam Singh of Daulatpur, was a staunch 


138. Loe.cit. 
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advocate of violence ani remained so till the end. He started 
a fzetory to prepare swords in his own house and arranged the 
meetings and diwanz, to propagate his views, in Daulatpur. 
Rajcwal, Dianatpur, Kotli, Jassowal, Bachouri, Garhi Xanungoan 
and Rakkar Bet, Ratten Singh of Kakkar was a notable militant 
who came under his spell and astounded the Doaba in the 


+O phis group decided in its 
te 


thirties by his heroic exploits.’ 

meeting at Sadhara on April 13,1922 to 'reform' the toadies. 
The meeting was attended by S.Karam Singh of Daul&pur, 

Karam Singh of Jhingar, Dalip Singh of Sadhara, Udey Singh 

of Ramgarh Jhuggian, Dharam “ingh and Surjan Singh of Hayatpur 

Rurki. It was their first Gurmata. In the last week of May, 

Karam “ingh of Daulatpur, Udey “ingh, Harnam Singh of Garhi 

Kanungoan, Dalip “ingh of Sadhara, Bawa fingh and Udham Singh 

of Kaulgarh ani Assa Singh met in the Haveli of Udham Singh 

at Kaulgarh. 


The arrest of Sunder Singh and the mounting pressure 
of the toadies sent a wave of sheck among the militants. 
It wae proposed that a newspaper be brought out to propagate 
their views to make people conscicus of their duty. Aaram Singh 
of Daulatpur also urged the necessity of procuring weapons and 


reforming the toadies, who were get:ing the Akalis arrested, |*2 


140, Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akal L1,Op .Citespe7e 
441, Ibid., pelts 


142, Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akgli Lehar,opseit.,p.81. 
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This decision was like the Sangoweal decision of Kishan Singh 
group, though taken independently. But Assa “ingh dissented to 
the nroporal of murdering toeadie: and of staging a rebellion 
against the Britishers. His views were based oh the fact 

that they neither had any weapons nor money nor could they 

look for assistance to any native state while the government had 
troops and guns, '*3 This irked cthers, especially Bhai Udey 

Singh who ealled Assa Singh tinid and insisted that the suggestion 


of Karam Singh becarried out.’ 


Though no final and formal 
decision could be agreed upon yet the consensus for a strong 


step against the toadies was decideratum. 


Bassiala Meeting: This showed that some of the member. of 
Karam Singh group were looking to Kishan Singh for advice. It 
was not ineidently that Dalip Singh of Sadhara and Assa Singh 
met Kishan Singh at Basiala soon after the Kaulgarh meeting. 
Kishan Singh agreed with them that the time to murder jholichuks 
was not ripe then, yet there wis need to intensify propaganda 
activities to fan the public feelings. Master Dalip €ingh of 
Gossal, Babu Santa Eingh and Saram Singh of Jhingar were also 
present there. All went to Daulatpur to meet Karam Eingh so 
that common programme be chalked cut. But Aaram Singh was not 


143, Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspirac yBa217. 


14::, Dr. Kamlesh Mohan, The Jow : 
4{e wrong in calling both Ag ng n: @ g 
dissidents. Only Assa “ingh dissented ani Solent the 
advice cf Kishan “ingh at Basiala. 
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available, so all left for Hayatpur where Assa Singh introiuced 
furjan Singh, Dharam “Aingh and Sunder Singh te Kishan Singh. |? 
Next day, they left for Moranwali and then proceeded to 

Patara where ther met Master Mota Singh, Santa Singh, Lal Eingh, 
ajinier Kaur w/o Lal fingh, Hari fingh Jullunduri and Bhag 
Fingh, a bock-seller of Jullundur, Hari Singh ured to write 
articles apeinst Kishan Singh and Aaram Singh of Jhingar, 
branding the~ informere as being on the payeroll of Nabha and 
Patinla States. Master Mota ‘ingh told him that they were not 


informers of the States ani were gocd workers of the Pantr. 6 


Kishan Singh deputed Assa Singh to arrange Karam Singh's meeting 
wit h him for chalking out a conerete programme. In the sonth 
of May,1922 two incidents crystallised the ap-roach of 

the Chakarvartis towards the toadies. Kishan tingh group in 
pursuance of its Sangowal decision of March 19,1922 and Hajowal 
decision of March °4,1922 attecked Harnam Singh of Mehdi pur 

on May 20,1902. Hasara Singh s/o Inder Singh, Hazara Singh 
s/o Sher Singh, of Munder, Chajja Singh of Massanian and 

Amar Singh of Rajowal participated in the action. It was an 
eye onener and vase the first offensive of the militant Akalis 
against those people who were acting as ears and eyes of the 


145. Surjan Singh was brother of Dalio Singh of Sadhara's wife. 
Sunder pacer anid Dharam Singh were her nephew, vide 
Gurbaechan Singh, Bab! \kal pOnse rap net 4 ) Karam Singh's 
group was strongly inked 7 ingh and it can be 
deduced that it was a progeny of Nirwair Shahid fewak 
Jatha, Doaba,. 


146. Paper Book Babbar Akali conspiracy case,p.220. 
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bureaucracy. The Daulatpur grou>d was also thinking on similar 
lines in its Kaulgarh meeting but in June,1922, Master Mota 
Singh's arrest whipped up their fury against the toadies and 
it proved helpful in the formation of the Babbar Akali Jatha. 


Arrest of Master Mota Singhs Master Mota “ingh wee the 
nucleus round which the militant movement revolved. The 

then Covernment of India was anxicus about his arrest. §.P.0. 
Don ell wrote from Delni on behalf of the Covernment of India 
on 30th March,19¢°2 to the Chief tecretury, Panjab, Mr. &. Wilson 
Johnetone to make speeial effort to arrest Master Mota Dingh, | *6 
The Panjab Government deputed C.I.D. special police anid raised 
reward cf %. 1000/- already announced to &. 3,000/- to arrest 
aie The police were instructed to arrest him from anywhere, 
ab any cost. On 2?nd February,19°2, too, efforts were made 

to arrest him. Bhan Singh of Birring and Sant “artar Singh 

of Pragpur, coming from Jullundur railway station, were mistaken 
for Master Mota “ingh and Kishan Singh. Ihe police foliowed 
them to Birring. The houses of =. Kishan Singh and Bhan 

Singh were searched by the police who found nothing but 


f, 
disaprointment.'°° At last this eese was taken in hand by 
447. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akeali Sangarsh(Mss.),Ch.15. 


48, Sadhu Singh, Master Mota Singh ji. (Jiwani) ,op.cit.,p.80. 
149. Loe.cit. 


150. <adhu Singh, Master vote -Angh dhs op.cit.p.80. 
Aleo, vide letter of &.Kishan Cingh Gargaj published in 
the Akali,May,1922. . 
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Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Agiz who succeeded in arresting 
him on June 16,1922, 19 : Abcut 80O strong militzry and 
police foree pr:ictically heet¢g-ed Patara on 16th J une,1922, 
at 8.30 aem. on the information received from Isher Singh. '°* 
The police practic: lly conducted search thrice in the village 
but could not find him anywhere. Giani ! am Singh Teghders 

had hidden him in a big basket, covered it and carried him 

off to his well, pretending to bring sugar cakes from his 

wel., where canecrisher was wording. 6n reaching there, Master 
Mota Singh changed his sind, thinxing of police brutality 

over his village brethern, he, then, offered himself for arrest.'°> 
He was brutally beaten becaure F.C. Isemonger,D.1.G. as well 

as fir Edward Maclagan, Covernor of the Panjab, were firmly 

of the view that his speeches were responsible for all the 

turmoil] and touble in the DoabaeBist Jullundur. The Chakarvartis 
suspeeted the hand of Arjan Singh s/o Charat ingh Patward 

of Haripur, Fauja fingh Havaldar of Chhajalwadi ani Pritam 

'Mast' of Sihour (Patiala) in Master Mota Singh's arrest.” 
Gurbachan Kingh Giani of Amritsar alleged the involvement of a 
member cf the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee but this 


was strongly refuted by &. Kartar Singh Jhabbar who was in 


151. Home-Political, File No.1/X/192% 
15°, The Gargaj Akali, Amritear, Yune 19,1922. 


153. Gadhu Singh, Master Mota Singh Ji, Jiwant,op.cit.,p.30. 


154. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.15. 
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Patara on June 16,1922 and according te his eye-witness 
account Master Mota Singh offered himself for arrest at about 
, peme > Is was never eonclusivel’ ascertained as to who 
vassed on the information about Master Mota Eingh to the 
police leading to the police raid on his village. It wae now 
evident thas the greedy persons were on the prowl to get the 


_ Chakarvartis arrestei. The »olice was becoming more an‘ more 
active ani this required Chakarvartis to make soncerted 


bit to create an aiweand spreai terror among their antagoniets 


including the nolice ani the toadies. 


: While <ishan Singh's group had opened its account by 
attacking Harnam Singh, Zadidar of Mehdipur, to settle scores 

with the toadies, the other group headed by S.Karam £ingh, too 
robbed Kaka Fingh, Lambardar of Bachauri on July 3,1922 of 

the Covernment revenue of &. 570/} and annas two. 196 Tnize amount 
was utilised to purchase arms'?” ang a cyclostyle machine'?? 
easlled "Safari Press" to intensify propagands against the rulers. 
This was the work of cardar Karam Eingh cf Daulatpur, Labh Singh, 
Prem Singh cf Daulatpur ant Bhai Udey Singh of Ramgarh Jhagsian and 


455. The Akeli, Lahore, June 21 and July 1972. 


156. Makheuspuri, Cunter Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., 
pt = mentioned the amount as &. 575, but Milkha Singh, 
Rs 1 Mss.), p.97 gives the correct 
and amas two. 
157. Gurbachan Cingh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.16. 


152. Milkha ‘ingh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh (Mss.),p.?7. 
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others 199 Though Kaka Lambardar impleaded nine persons 
in the robbery case yet only Labh Singh was challaned 
ami he, too, was, later on, acquitted for want of an sye 


witness. 


teem 


159. Ibid., Ch.17. But Makhsuspuri, © bd. 
op.cit., p.126 ani Nahar Singh, Agadi Dian Let 
pe3ii make mention of Karam Singt : atpur , 
Bhai Udey Singh of Ramgarh Thug gian, Harney Si igh of 
= ani Prem Singh of Majo (District Patiala) in this 
aCStLoOne 
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The Chakarvartis felt the necersity of merging 
their Jatias so thet the activities of the toadies and 


poliee be counteracted effectively. The programe of 

the Chakarvarti jathas of ©. Aishan Singh Gargaj as well as 
that of €. Karam Singh Daulatpur war almost similar. Both 
had tried to intimidate the toadiezs in their own way. Both 
felt the necessity of money to buy weapons. Bcth were 
sericusly considering te bring out some journsl to give 

wide publicity to their views. The leaders of both the 
Jjathar were known to each other and had taken part in the 
diwans held at Kot Fatuhi and Chamkaur Sahib. fhe arrest 

of ©, Sunier Singh Makhsusp.ari on May 11,19°2 and that of 
Master Mota Singh on 16th June,19°2 preeipitated the matter 
and impelled the Chakarvyartis to follow a cor-on programme by 
merging their groups into a single party. There were certain 
members like Assa Singh who worced alongwith both the groups. 


With their help, the steps were taken to organise Chakarvartis 
afresh. 
Towards Unity: 


Jathedar Kishan Singh deputed Assa Singh to bring 
S. Searam tirgh to the hcuse cf one Hazara Singh of Pindori 
Ganga fingh wit’ in 10 or 12 days for the meeting. Asea 
Singh wie able tc locate &. Karam Singh in the house of Nigahia 
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Singh in khuradpur. He conveyed him Jathedar Kishan Singh's 
message. 6. taram Singh told Asses Singh that he woald meet 
them on 9th July,19°2 at the wedding of Mihan Singh's daughter 
at Hayatpur. Jathedar Kishan Singh alongwith Assa Singh 
reached Hayatpur on July 9,19°2, but Maram Singh did not 
reach there as the police had arrived there to investigate 
the robbery cf Ras Ditta nee Kaka Lambardar of fiachauri. 
They stayed with Dharam Singh there and left for Kishanp.ura 
next day early in the morning. Karam Singh of Jhingar wa: 
already there. They all held diwans ani delivered lectures 
in the villages of Pindori Phagorian, Pragpur, Jamser and 
Raripur. On their way to Lallian, they met Babu Cante Singh, 
Fadhu Singh, Udham Singh and Nirwair Singh of Pindor1 Nijjaran. 
At Lallian, they also delivered lectures anid rceeited poems. 
Then they left for Baba Bakala. From Baba Bakala, Karam 
Fingh Jhingar, Kishan Singh, Udham Singh of Pindori Nijjaran 
and Asea Singh went to Amritsar ani stayed there for four 
days. There they met £.5. Charan Singh, cditor of! Jathedar" 
and §. Ram Singh Dharowal, editor cfrJajit'. The editors of 
both these papers vere consulted about bringing cut a 
nevspaper but both advised Kishan Singh again: t the project.’ 

On their return from Amritsar, Jathedar Kishan Eingh 
again sent Asga Singh to loeate ©. Karam Eingh of Daulatpur. 


Assa Singh reached his village Phakrudi, got the clue from 
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Ali Mohamra?, an ollman and found Karam Singh and Jdey Singh there. 
Karam Singh who had in the me:ntime brought cut two iseues 

of the Babvar Akali Joaba, gav.: Assa Singh some copies of the 

same for Kiehsn Singh and jerire: that Kishan Singh should 

meet him immediately. Assa Singh reached Pindori Nijjaran 

where he found Fanta Singh, Karam Singh Jhingar, Dalip &ingh 

of Gossal, ‘adhu Singh, Nirvair Singh, Udham Singh and 

Jathedar Kishan Singh. Jathedar Kishan Singh appreciated 

Karam Singh for having brought cut the ‘Babbar Aksli Doaba 
Akhbar’. Then all set out to the fixed place near Rehsiwal 


to meet Karam Singh* and plan the next phase of their programme.” 


merged. Sinee then it had deen given the nomenclature of 

Babbar Jatha. It wae after the name of ‘Babbar A Doaba 
Akbhar' finee then ‘Babbar’ became a part and parcel of the 
movement of the militant Akalis and invariably stuck to 

Karam Singh who was the nomenelator of the movement as well 

as the founder of the papers He came to be called either ‘Babbar! — 
or 'Editor', heneeforth. 


The meeting took place in the cottage of Sant Thakur 
Singh a” Rajowal in the holy presence of Sri Guru Granth 


2. Makhsuspuri, Sunder <ingh, Babbar Axali Lehar, op.cit., p.86. 
3. Babbar Akali Case Judrement, 1925, pel35- 
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Sahib." fhe prominent among those whe particioated vere 
&, Karam “ingh, Editor, Bhai Jdey “ingh of Ramgarh Jhuggian, 
Jathedar Kishan Singh 'Gargaj', €. Marasm Singh of Jhingar, 
Assa Singh of Phakrudi, Baba fanta singh, Master Dalin fingh 
of Gossal ant Atma Singh cf Bika. It war decided there to 
form an executive ccmmittee to chalk out further programme. 
The .uestions cf bringing out the newsparver, of procuring 
Weapons, collecting of funds and keeping an account of the 
funds were also considered. In the meeting, £. Kishan Singh, 
Dalip Singh Gossal and Babu Santa “ingh were elected President, 
Fecretary and ‘treasurer, respectively. The Working Committee 
included Karam Singh of Daulatpur, Karam Singh of Jhingar and 
Udey Singh among others.° The decisions of this meeting were 
momentous. This meeting transformed the groupe into a party. 
They had now one leader, one party and one policy. 


&u. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babb 
Gurbachan Singh, Babbar A 
Dr. Kaslesh Mohan, rne 
History, VYol.I, 198C, p.150 and Dr. Mohinder oingh 


. ovement, op.cit., p.117 have mentioned tte place as 
Gajjowsi but this is inaccurate and erroneous. All sources are 
unanimous that the meeting;at Sant Thakar Singh's he? 


and that Kutiya was at Rajjowal. Viie, Paver Book 
Conspiracy case P | 


4 € 
agement,p. Je 


There is, however, no unanimity about the office-bearers. 


Milkhea Singh, Babbar Axald Sangarsh, (Mss),00.Cit., po17. 
mentioned Karam Sing ngar as treasurer, whereas Labh Singh 
Jassovwal, ppanan Tawarikh, Babbar Akali, p.48. mentions 
the office bearer as under! 


President 3 Karam fingh Daulatpur 
Vice=-Presidents: i) Kishan Singh 
414i) KarasSingh. 


f.n.contd... 
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Karam “ingh of Daulatpur had already vrought cut two 
4ssues of the paper: ‘Babbar Ak Doabs!, These issues 
highlichted the misrule of the foreigners, poverty of the 
country, cruelty of the Britishers and utter supinelessness 
ofthe Akali and Congress parties. This war a rort of 
manifesto of the extremist Akalis ani it defined their plan, 
policy ani programme. Jathedsr Kishan Fingh, though he 
praised Karam Singh for having brought out the Babbar Akali Voaba 
because such leaflets were the need cf the hour, yet he 
nointed out that there war room for improvement. In his view 
the objectives and aims of the organisation were not properly 
brought oat. He remarked that they would not apneal to the 


educated elasses.© 


Consequently, Jathedar Kishan Singh was 
authorised to bring out the ‘Akhbar’. Though £. Saram 

Singh remained de-jure Editor, yet it was Aishan &ingh Gargsj 
who was its de-facto Editor. The Babbar Akali leaflet war 


7 


brought out on August 2Cer? 1902. Jathedar «ishan Singh got 


the dunoliestor brought from Phakrudi and ec2lled Jdham +ingh 


f.ni 5 contd: 
Treasurers : i) Master Dalin Singh 
44) Santa Fingh 


Granthi : Dhanna Singh 

Commander : Udey Singh 

Jamadar 2: Atma Cingh Bika 

Pos tman : Zadila Singh, Jassowal. 


This does not seem to be correct. Dhanna Singh became member 
later on in early 1923, whereas Kishan Singh had been the 


acknowledged leader. Curbschan Singh, Babbar Acid elas 
op.cit., 2.1 isveorrect in giving the date of election as 
October 197°2,. He has also not been ecrroborated by the Living 
Babbarsr about the place of the meeting and pergon':el cf the 
com-ittee, According to him Aagram Singh ani Kishan Singh 
were President and Vice-President respectively. He mentions 
Dalio Singh and Udey Singh as Secretary and Joint-Secretary, 
Karam ‘ingh Jhingar as treasurer and Santa Singh ae Granthi. 


6. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy, case p.223. 
7. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Atali, op.cit., p16. 
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from Pindori Nijjaran to write its stencils. The place -f 
publicaticn was given ‘forest’ and thus its third issue was 


breaght out on August 24,1922. 


S. Karam Singh of Daulatpur and Bhai Jdey “ingh 
were entrueted with the task cf organising a squad to reform 
the jholichuks. Mast :r Dalio Singh of Goreal, Babu Santa 
Singh and Assa Singh were asked to earry on the sropaganda for 
it on a warefo-tine. Jathedsr Aishan Singh took upon himrelf the 
duty cf preparing a list of jholichuks in Jullurdur area whereas 
the fditor wart as«ed to crepere the same of Kandi area i.e, 
Fube-mentare recion. The Jatha, henceforth, came to be called 
the Babbar Akali Jatha. During that period, they had not a 
senarate entity of their own and were considered as a part and 
parcel of the Akalis. In fact, they were a revolutionary croun 
of the Axalis. The number cf the Sabbar Azalis was considerable 
amd in the Doabs it war overwhelmingly iarge. According to 
&. Lab: Singh -f Jassowal, diary cf ‘ .karam Singh of Daulatpur 
mentioned the total strength cf the Babbar: as 55,000." Professor 
fT: ja Singh in his speech 2t the Congress session of 1922 held 
at Gaya mentioned that its strength was 40,000.” This may be 
an inflated figure and an over-estimate but the help they 
received from the villagers clearly pointed to their hold 
over the masses. In fact, the number of the actual activisits 


8. Labh Singh, & ep Tawsrikh Babbar 


9. Teja Singh, Arsi, Amritsar, 1958,0.64. 


Akal 9 OP Cite, pel2. 
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seemed to be mich smaller. It war not merely seven, bu. war 


eertainly not more than soc 19 


Diwan Durga Dass of <anurthala 
State oroduced a diary cf the Babbar Akalis in the court of 
Mr. LeA. Bull, “peeilal Magistrate, Lahore wherein it was 
claimed if 5C° revolutionaries eame in the field t):ey could 


overthrew the Covern-ent. | 


In the beginning of September, 19°2 Jathedar sirshan 
Singh Gargaj, saram *ingh Editor, Sarsm Singh of Jhingar, Dalip 
Eingh of Gossal, Assa Singh ani Baba Santa “ingh met at Rajowal 
at Thakur “ingh's gutiya and planned to go to Amritsar to collect 
funds. On their way to Amritsar, they first, passed through 
Kishanpura and then reached Randhawa Masandan. They met 
Basant Singh and handed over te him two guns of :. Xaram Singh 
Daulatpur. Then they boarded the trzin from €urseunenisel 
for Amritsar. At Amritsar, they met Bhai Teja cingh of 
BShuchsr and ©. Ram Singh of Dharowal, |* Another duplic. tor 
was purchased out cf &. 150/— received a an aid from Fam Singh 


of Dharowal.’” Babu Santa “ingh was sent te Lahore who 


10. insakha Bingh, Melee Ithac, Vol.IiI, p.1053 (Statement of 
Babu Sante ‘ingh). 


4. The Akali (Urdu), December 9,19°3. 
12, Miliha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh, (M&F) ,07.cit.,p.11". 


13. Pancr beok, Babbar Akali cond Eady case, Dp. 631, It was 
confirmed by the statement of Jaz ingh £/C Hira “ingh 
Manager, Panjab and Sindh Bank,Amritsar, who told the 
court that Cheque No.46176 of %.150/- of Sth Novembe: ,1922 
related tothe Pass Book of § Ram Singh of Dharowal and 
was in fznvour of Bhai fanta Singh. 
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bought it for B&B. 105/- from Lahore, ‘* 


The orogramne of the Babbar Akali Jatha was chalked 
Out on well defined lines. They advocated the intensification 
of their propaganda campairn by printing the Babbar A Doaba 
on these duplicators. Mesnwhile, the Akalis launched Guru Ka 


Bazh morcha. 


Thies moreha was launched on 3th August,192° and it 
larted till November 17,1922. In this morcha, 5605 tikhs 


were arrested. The mnoreha ws anigjue in its execaticn and 
eonsequences. The attitude of Mr. Mackpherson and Mr. ¢ GoM. 
Beaty who were Superintendent am Deputy Cunecrintendent of 
police, Amritsar respectively during the morcha,irked the 
Sikhs so much fo that a section cf them openly came in the 
field to seek revenge for the insults heaped on the pe:ceful 
Akalis. Mr. J.M. Dunnet and Mr. Jenkins (acting D.C. of 
Amritsar) gave wide reins to the police to display their 
repressive measures like pulling out the 'Keshas'., The 
leaier of tre Babbar Akalis, =. Kisnan Singh Cargaj ina 
letter to Ehiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comittee exhorted it 
to allow the Sikhs to wield the sword. The Government was 
aware of this anid even the Viceroy of Indi, Lord Reading’? 
4%. Ibid, 0.619. Also vide Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, 
on.cit., pS, lam's duplicator was purcharel trom Panieb 
Religion Book Society, Lahcre. Milkhi Kam, owner of the > 
arm confirmed this. 


18% “/tssace, The Karl of Reading war the Viceroy cf Iniia 
from Avril 2,1921 to April 3,1926. His tenure, strangely, 
synchronise ed "with the rise and fali of the Babbar akali 
Moverent . 
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coneeded this in a letter to the fecretary cf the State. The 
letter read: ‘At first the gang devoted energies to revoluticnary 
propaganda, Meetings were held under the cloak of religious 
assemblies, violent speecher were delivered and in feptember 
192, Guring Guru Ke Bagh struggle, cyclostyled leaflets entitied 
"Babbar Akali Doaba Akhbar" prepared secretly in different 
Villages of Jullundur Doab were distributed at Amritsar and 
elsewhere. ‘imilar leaflets ani articles anceared in nore 
extreme pavers unmier the signature of Jathedar Aifhin “Lingh. 
There leaflets exhcrted the Akeliis to abandon nen-vioclent creed, 
to revolt ani kill foreigners and establish free govern-ent. 


Foldiers were alfo incited to murder their officers, © 


They 
sent their mersage to the masses through the Babbar Akali 
Doaba'. If diwans hai successfully conveyed the radical 

ideas of the Chakarwartis and stirred the peasantry against 

the toadies, the publication of the Babbar Akali Doaba augmented 
and incensed their wrath against the bureaucracy and its props. 
The soldiers were also being indoctrinated and the pexzsantry was 
zyowing bold. The first issue was brought out on ?Oth August, 
192, whereas the lact one entirely the work of Babu santéy "was 
breurht out on May 21,1923, 7 Inall, there were 15 issues 
breught oat on Safari and Udiry Press, as both Elam Duplicators 


16. Home-Political , File No.t3+/11I/1923,0.75.~ 
17. Babbar Akali case judgement, 1925,p.10. 
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18 | 19 
were called, Esch issue, except one,began with a couplet 
which meant that only he who would fight and die for his faith 
wold be considered a hero. These issues deeper the sense 
of indignation against the British injustice ari oppression 
and prepared the people for the sacrifices and instilled in 
them the sentiments of patriotism. The alacrity ani secrecy 
with which these were printed and distributed, free of cost, 
popularised not only the Babbar Akali Akhbar, but aiso made 
the Babbar Axali Jatha an object of hove for the masses. 
It referred to the government and the Europeans in foul and 
abusive terms bordering vituperation. fhe loyalists were 
contemptuously called toadies ani parties like the Akali Dal 
and Congress were ridiculed for following non-violent poiicy 
cowardly. The writers and contributors were mainly those who 
were deeply involved in the movement such as Jathedar Kishan 
Singh, ©&.Karam Singh Daulatpur, Amer Singh Kot Fatuhi, Piara 
Singh Granthi, Hari fingh Chela and Arjan Singh ‘Sach! of 
Kharaudi, Babu Sante Singh and Master Dalip Singh of Gossal. 
The distribution was mainly the work of Assa Cingh of Phakrudi 
Babbar A op cite, p.16 and Paper Book 
case, p.6C mension that, Rlan’s 
ton ch was at first styled the “Safari Pres: * 
later came to be called "Udaru Press”, is not tenable. fhe 
two different namws to two different machines were given 
to differentiate them. The fir: t was purchased by ar ar. 
Singhte grour out of the money robbed from Kake Lambardar 


of Bachauri whereas the second was purchased with the help of 
& Fam Singh of Dharowal. 


19. "Sura So Pehchaniye, Jo are Din Ke Het, Purza Pursa Kat 
Mare, Kabhu ne Chhadde Khet.” 


15. aati Singh 
Ba "Cor 
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and Atma Singh of Bika.°° 


The different issues of the Babbar A Doa 
highliehted the views and programme of the Babbar Akalis. In 
Babbar Akali Doaba of 24th August 1922, the plight of the 
Sikhs groaning under the oppressive rule wus highlighted and 
the Sikhs were asked to give up their eomplacent attitude. 

It alvocated unity and exhorted the Hindus ari Muslims to 
join the Khalsa to stare an uprising. No time was to be Lost." 

In its issue of Feptember 21,1922 the nostalgic 
references tc their heroic past were made and the &ikhe 
were ridiculed for their indifference to the desecration 
of the Gurdvaras~~ 


of the British. In “eptember,19°2 when Guru Ka Bagh mercha 


their subserviance to the tyrannical rule 


wis in full swing, the Babbar Aksali leaier: exhorted the Akalis 
to abandon non-violence They sent the volunte«rs to 
distribute Babbar Akali leaflets. The SGPC officials were 
alleged to have insulted even the volunteers.-° The 'Panjab 
Darpan' and the ‘Akali Te Pardesi’ also viewed the Babbar 


2C,. Makhsuspuri, Sumer Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, on.cit.,p.91. 


21. the Tribune, Lahore, October 6,1923, p.9 (Translation of the 
ar leaflet August 24,1922). 


?’2. The tribune Lahore, October 6,1973,p.10 (Translation of 
the Basbar Akali, September 21,19223. 


23. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p17. 
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Akali movement witt suspieicn and anti-pathy.°* The attitude 
of the Akali Dal and €GPC was unsympathetic towarde the Babbar 
Akaliss The Babbar Axalis toc, condemned SGPC for squandering 
the funds of the Sikh Panth’” ani they appealed the Akalis to 
follow the path shown by the martyrs like Bhai Mani Singh and 
warriors like Akali Phula Singh and 5,Hari Singh Nalwa.°° Though 
the ‘GPC , at the behest of the Panjab Government, had 

Zesued a statement repudiating the doctrine of viclence prezched 
in the Babbar Akali leaflets,’ yet the viclenee had won vany _ 
adherents partly through terrorisation and partly through 
pcepular sympatiy with the succets and growing prestige of the 


Babbar Akalis.°° 


The Babbars, who were sore at the collaboration of the 
loyalists and the rulers, vrinted the names of the informers 
in their paper warning them about the consequences with a view 
to demors®lising them. It certainly created nervounets among 


the loyalists.°? 


oh. Loe. cit. 


25 Tribune, Lahore, 7 October 1923 (Translation of the 
1 le:rlet of Sctober 20,1972). 


26. Babbar Akali czse, Judgement,1925,p.11. 
27. Home Political, File No.13+/11I/1923,p.81. 
28. Ibid., p.%. 

29. Ibid., p.28. 


anopar 
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The formaticn of the Babbar Jatha and duplication 
of its leaflets soon caught the eye of the Government. 
Mr. C.W.Jacob who was Deputy Comnissicner, Juilundur from 
Jaly 1922 to 19% eonceded that he received reports from the 
Villagers that certain armed and extremist Akalis were going 
abcut the district, terrorising the people and making anti- 
government speeches in August 1922. It was in September that 
a villager from Nawanshehar Tehsil brought two Babber Akali 
leaflets which were most violent and threstened the loyalists. 
with ali sorts of penalities ani dire conse juencese, if they 
remained loyal to the British Government.°° 


As the situation was crowing from bad tc worse, he 
wrote to D.1.G., C.I.D. towards the end of the September 1922 
informing him of what was taxing place and asked hiw that 
unless some special me:.surest were taken, the murder of the 
loyalists eould not be ruled out berors long.>" Khan Sahib 
Mir Fazal Imam was then sent by D.I.G. to Juliundur to 
cooperate with the district police and take such me:sures as 
were necessary to deal with the situation. ‘Coonafter, the 
D.I.G. himself visited Jullundur and a conference was heid 
there in which the police of Jullu dur and Hoshiarpur districts 


took part. Various me:surcs were decided on and among others 


30. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiragy case, p.766. 
31. Loe. cit. 
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it was decided to increase the rewards already being offered 
for the apprehension of the members of she Babbar Jatha., The 
sitintion, however, grew worse ami the prevalence of terrorism 
in the district continued unabated. The same state of affairs 
prevailed in the neighbouring district of Hoshfarpur. The 
police were distinctly alarmed; to cope with the sitution 
drastic messures were needed. Mr. F.C. Isemonger, D.I.G., 
C.I.D. P.4. 431 vouchsafed these views and corroborated that 

a meeting between D.C. Jullundur, Khan Bahadur Seikh Abdul- 
Aziz, Khan Sahib Mir Fazal Imam, S.P. Hoshiarpur and Juilundur 
and other police officers of the two districts was held in 
November 192°. In this meeting decisions were taxen to adont 
more stringent measures for the suppvression of the movement. 
It was also decided to coffer alluring rewards for the arrest 
of Jathedar Kishan Singh and Karam Singh and other leading 
Akalis who were abseconding from justice. Kishan Singh was 

an abseconier in the ease of crown v/s Tota “ingh. The other 
members were also absconders as proceedin:s were started agzinst 
them for having delivered inflommatory speeches. On 30th 
November,19°2, the rewards were announced for the apprehension 
of the Babbar Akalis. The biggest reward of %. 2000/- was 
offered for the arrest of Kishan Singh Gargaj, while the 
reward for the arrest of Karam Singh Daulatour was B. 1000/- 
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The reward for the arrest of saram Singh of Jhingar and 

Dalip Fingh of Goesal was ik. 5CO/» each. The smallest reward 
of %. 250/e was offered for the apprehension of Assa Eingh. 

The hand bills were alro extensively distributed in the villages 
of Doaba Bist Jullundur .3> 


The announcement of the rewards for the arrest of 
the Babbars put them on the offensive. They launched a 
virulent campaign against the infbrmere ani touts of the 
police ani it was decided to exterminate the toadies es their 
greed was likely to create difficulties in the way cf the 
Babbars. Consequently, on December 25,1922 a general meeting 
of the Babbar Jatha took nlace in the Haveli of +. Kardit 
Singh of J assowal.>” It was attended by Jathedar Kishan 
Singh, Dalip Singh of Gossal, Karam Singh of Jhingar, 
Rabu ante Singh, ©. Karam €ingh Daulatpur, Dhanna Singh 
Behbalpur, Jdey Cingh, Buta Singh Pindori Nijjaran, Asa 
Singh, Amur Singh Kot Fatuhi, Hari Singh, Labh Singh and 
Karam Singh of Jassowal. 2? 


Kishan Singh informed that the propagamnia had arou:red 


33. Makhsuspuri, funder ‘ingh, Babbar Akali Lehar,op.cit.,p.10). 


34. Hardit Singh of Jassowal in his interview on 8.9.33 to 
the writer disclosed thet the first meeting tock place 
in his Haveli on December 25, while the second on 30-31 
December ,1922, was held in the K of Sant Charan 
Eingh. Milkha “ingh, Babbar Aka h( MSS) writes 
that the venue of the irct meetin: was che Kutiya of 
Sant Charan Singh Jassowal where ar Makhsuspuri, §.6., 
Babbar Akali Lehar,op.cit., p.96 held the view that it 
war held in Hari Singh's Haveli. 


35 Makhsuspari, Cunder “ingh, Babosr Akali Lehar,op.cit. p.%6. 
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the sentisents of people and they hai veered round to their 


views ani had grown sympathetic to the movezent. It had 
unnerved the police. The rewards for the arrest of the 
Babbdars had been proclaimed and it was very likely that the 
village folk be put behind tne bars for the offence of supplying 
food and basic necessities to the Bubbars. ke strersed the 
need to put into practice the Babbar programrne cf reforming | 
the toadiles, forestzliing the official attempts to torpedo the | 
Babbar crgunitation, threatening the police action and strixing 
terror among the proegovernnent elements in the villages. He 
declared that their movement would make headwav only if the 
notorious informers. hirelings and toai1es were reformed. He 
made it clear that the Babbar movement war on the crorsroade. 
There in the meeting, it was decided: 

1) To brinz out the next issue of the Babbar Akali Doaba, 


the same day and the decision of reforming the 
sycophants or jholichuks wis to be published in it. 


2) Arjan Singh Patwari was to be liquidated. 2° 


3) The plan to attack jholichukse was to be prepared by the 
working committee and this was to be published in 
Kalgidhay Nusber of the Babbar Akalj Doaba and all the 


members were rejuired to execute the orogramme.>” 


36. Tbid., p97. 
37. Babbar Akali ease, Judgement, 192°5,p.98. 
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The next meeting ware held on December 30-31,1922. The 
working comzittee decided thas: no members should initiate any 
arbitrary action; if a toady met, all of a sudden, then the 
members should taxe action as the situation warrantd 5 neither 
the belonging of the toadies were to be removed, nor their 
children and women-folk to be dishonoured. The member: were 
askei to exeeute the directive of the working comnittee giving 
it priority. The Gurmata of chooping of the noses and ears of 
the toadies was withdriwn. However, it allowed the Babbar A:alis 
to vlunder the voroverty cf the Government, the inforrerr, the 
touts, “he toadies an? notori: us money~lenders.°° Milkha Singh 
of Pindori Nijjaran mentions the convening of a thir? meeting 
at Jassowal wherein Canta Cingh had pleaded for the idistribati-n 
ef the share of the booty to the memnbere to attract more persons, 


but Jathednr Aisnan Singh rejected the sropesal.?” 


If the Babbars were busy in launching the offensive, 
the bureaucratic machinery was not nas ing or dozing. It soon 
started to reassert the authority -£ the law against the 
Aabbar Axalis. The loyalist: were worming into the Babbar 
inner circle and could cause much disaster. It visualised three- 
oronged attacks (1) The toadies were as.ed te step un anti-g 
Babbar propaganda. (11) More police was de»loyed to protect 
the loyalists and (1411) The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee was pressurized to condemn the Sabbar activities. 


WOE EE ee ary ratte e, Lahore, Ytober 31,1923. 
39. Milkha Cingb, Babbar i Sangarh (MSS), Ch 266. 
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The Covernment strategy had bezun to work. fant Aartar 

Singh of Pragpur, who ha? been very heipful at the nascent 
stage of the movement and had lent a helsing hand to <ishan 
Fingh, wis arrested u/s 107 in June 1922. He was imprisoned for 
a yesr but he got his release after a murky deal in November, 
19°92. His conduct since then wae more dangerous even than that 
ef the toadies. He started playing a double game. On January 
24, 1923 he informed the police when Jathedar Kishan Singh was 
putting up in the Havelj of Bela Singh Pragpur. He also threw 
a hint to Kishan Singh that Bela “ingh's Haveli was the target 
of police surveillance. At the dead of night Xirhan Singh 
Slipzed away and thus had a narrow escape from the clutches 


of the pvolice. 


The lavish promiees of the rewards had a strong 
temtaticn and even blood relations began to betray. On Sth 
January, 1973, Karam Singh of Jhingar and Dalip Singh of Gossal 


4 real brother of 


were arrested at the instance of Kehar Singh, 
Karam Singh from his house. The- were persecuted u/s 124 A ani 
453A. Karam “ingh Jhingar was sentenced to 4& yearr' £. Dalip 
Singh to 5 years’ term," Later on, they were tried alongwith 


other Babbars,. 


The programme of set:ing right and reforming the 
jholichuks was taken in hand to implement the dec‘sions taken 


40. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Aetd hy op.cit., pe2? and Labh Eingh 
: b | 1 


give the name o ingar’ s the ‘attan Singh. This 
is not correct. 


41. Karam Singh and Dali> Singh were gwarded life sentence 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 
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@~ Jasrowal. Karam Eingh Babbar hai ~repared a list of 179 
toadies. The first in the list was Arjan fingh Patwari 
allegedly responsible for the arrest of Master Mota Singh, 
but he could never be murdered. * The first attemot was made 
on 16th Januury,19°3. Three different grouor under Buta Singh 
of Pinderi Nijjaran, Eanta “ingh ani Jathedar Kishan Singh 
respectively failed to eatch him in their net. Another 
attemmt on Januar’ 73,19°3, too voroved abortive. *3 Later on, 
the plan to murder him seems to have been dro x-ed. Master 
Mota “ingh is said tc have sent a mecfage through Mancha 
Singh of Johal that none of the suspects supposed to be 
responfible for his arrest be murdered. Perhaps, all the 
sus vected informers had met him in jail to clarify their 


in 
pos ition.” 


It was on February °,19°3 thiut the Babbars committed 
a @dacoity in the hcuse ani :hon of Munshi Ram of Jadla.’? The 


final prayer: were said by sarim Cingh Daulatnur. The party 


46 


consisted cf °1 persons. This atzemot did nct »bring them any 


“>, Home Political, File Nc.13+/1I/1923, p.%. 


43. Makhsuspuri, Cunder “ingh, Bab iar Akali Lehar, 
Oop cit. e pp et 23829, 


LL. fadhu Singh Patara, Master Mota Singhji Jiwani, 
Op.cit., pp.168-69. 


Ls, the) ecit., Det 30. 


46. Loc.cit. The groun consisted of S. Karan Singh, Banta 
Eingh, Thaxur Singh, Hari Singh, dWaryam Cingh and Mistri 
Curbachan singh of vaalatpur, Bhai Udey Singh of Kam Garh 
Jhugian, Waryam ©ingh, Kartar Singh, Rim Singh Chhota, 
Ram Singh wadda of Muzara Kalan , Assa Singh of Phakridi, 
Ram Cingh, Sunder Singh, Surjan Singh, Dharam Singh of 
Rayatpur, Curbachan Singh of Eaihara, Hari Singh, Hardit 
Singh, Harbakhsh Singh of Jassowal and Amar Singh of 
Mandhiani. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


197 
worthwhile finaneial gain as Munshi Ran had nothing at hand 


and had already sent & 22000/- to Nawan Shehar. Only two 
ornaments, a chain of gold ani an amulet of silver, fell in 
their hands. These were mortgaged with Partapa, brother of 
Assa Eingh for *%. 180/-. This amount was spent on buying 

a gun, 25 cartridges and 2 swords from Nahan.*” On 10th 
February,1973 Bishan Singh, Zaildar of Rani Thua (Kapurthale 
State), a retired official of canal department, was shot 


‘8 Hie name appeared in the Babbar hit list 


deal near his village. 
at serial No.141. He was instrumental in getting arrested or 
insulted each and every one who wore a black turban. He was 
rewarded with a watch and a eword for his services rendered to 

the government against the Akalis. The people had comdfplained | 
against him in a diwan at Suhani in Mareh 1922. Again, it was 

he, at whose instance the police at Khajurala post subjected 
Bakhshi#h Singh Akali to severe thrashing and third degree torture. 
The threat of boycott by the Akalis at Phagwara and Ahajurala 
Giwans did not deter him. *? Karam Singh of Daulatpur sent 

Kartar Singh, Sardul Singh of Burro Barrian and Babu Santa Singh 
to reform Bishan Singh. The group set out for the task after 
performing ‘Ardasa'. When they reached near Palahi, Kartar Singh 
and Sardul &ingh entered the village to get meals prepared 

and Santa Singh was left to keep an eye on the Zaildar alighting 


47. Home Political K.W.2 File No.245/1926, p.75. 
48. Home Political, Pile No.13+/11/1923.p.76. 
49, Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p73. 
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the train at the railway station. The party dispersed without 
accomplishing the task as they Gould not find him in the 
Villrzge. He hai gone to Kapurt! ala to attend the wedding of 
the princess of Kapurthala State. Babu Santa Singh left fer 
Pragpur. &uddeniy he saw Zaildar coming from Chaheru, near 
Mathoour viilage. He fired f: ur shots at him. Only one hit 
him, while three missed the aim. Though about 15 persons 

were working around yet none came to hir rescue.’° His grandson, 
Lachhu’ ' who accompanied hin, was left unharmed by Santa “ingh, 
in consonance with the Jassowal resolutions. This war the first 
exploit of the Babbars in the chain cf murderous assaults. It le 
the government machinery numb and dusb. Since then, the 

Babbar Akalis followed the arduous path consistently. Now the 
open encounters with the police and murderous attacks on the 
toadies seemed inevitable. The Babbars had opened their 
account of decoities with Jadla affair and that of murders with 
the elimination of Zaildar Bishan Singh of Ranithua. Both the 
acticns had the blessings and involvement of Karam Singh 
Daulatpur who remained steadfast, constant and consistent ali 
through and fell on the battle field at Babeli according to 

the Babbar principles and Sikh tradition. 


On 13th February,1923°° a toady of Hayatpur, named, 
Diwin was murdered, He used to help Sardha Ram of Samundra 
by supplying information about the Akalis. Sardha Ram's name 


50. nant peck. 


51. Paper Book Baboar conspiracy se, p.393. Lachhu also 
‘irms that only one Akali shot, has grandfather, dead. 
52, Makhs .epuri, Sundar Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar,op.cit.,p.139. 
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appeared at number 109, in the Babbar hite-list. The work was 
mainly aecomplished by Bhai Udey Singh, Surjan Singh, Dharam 

Singh and Assa Singh.’ Karam Singh'editor' ani Ram Gingh, P.W. 13 
had gone to Nahan to purehase arms with b&b. 180/- advaneed by 
Partaba, brother of Assa Singh against the ornaments looted from 
Jadla.* It was Udey Singh who said final prayers ani shot Diwan 
dead. He was, then, buried in the Haveli of Surjan Singh. From 
there, the’ left for Ramgarh Jhuggian ani then proceeded to 
Jassowal. The adeptness and secrecy with which this murder was 
committed wat com-endable. For about 6 month: the marier remained 
shrounded in mystery. Neither could the police get any clue nor did 
the dependents of the deceased suspect any foul play. It was 

on August 1,1923 when Agssa Singh turned approver, and disclosed 

the facts relating to this surder ani the disposal of dead body 

by Sumter Singh, Surjan Singh and Dharam Singh. He took Mir Fazal 
Imam and the investigating party to Hay:tpur, where the b-dy was 
exhamed on the 3rd of August,1923.°° 


The Babbar influence went on increasing. Their 
patriotic seal was eatehing; it converted some of the dacoits and 
thus dross was changed into gold, It was on February 16,1923 when 
Jathedar Kishan Singh ani Babu Banta Singh orevailed upon Waryan 
Singh Dhugga, Banta Singh and Dalio Singh Dhamian, Dhanna Singh 
Kotali Bawa Dass ani Duman Singh Pandori Mahtaman to come into the 
Bab r fold. They were advised to cbserve the following codes 


53. Home Political Department, KX Wee File No .245/4 926,p 75-6 
ee Sk, Loc .cit. 
55. Home-Polities1, File No.1 3e/Il/1922,p.56. 
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1. Reeitation of Five Banis was ebligatory and it was to form 

a part cf their mcrning regimen. 2. No action was to be committed 
for per:onal spite. 3. No wovan was to be maltreated or molested. 
4. The dictates of the Jatha were to be followed in letter and 
anirit. © 


After the murder of Zaildar Bishan Singh, the police 
unleashed a wave of repression. Indiscriminate arrests of the 
Axalis and the resultant atroeities perpetyated on them 
compelled the Babbars to evolve a plan to save the com’on 
Villagers from police brutality. On February 22,1923 a meeting 
was held in the Haveli of S. Hardit Singh of Jassowal which was 
attended by Jathedar Kishan Singh, Babu Santa Singh, Dhanne 
Singh of Behbalpur, Udey Singh, Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran, 
Harbakhash Singh ami Har'it Singh of Jassowal. It was considered 
that two or three Babbarsr sho.ld own Zaildar Bishan Bingh's 
murder and henceforth all murders should be owned by them to 
save the innocent seople from police harassment and torture. 

Ho decision eould be arrived at as &,Karam Singh of Daulatpur 


was nct present in the meeting. 3? 


When they wers thus planning their future programme 
and evolving a strategy to outwit the government machinery 
and a sinister a crushing blow to the toadies, the movement 


received: the severest set-back. The spirit behind the 


56. pret a + vge Sunder Singh, Babbar Akalj Lehar, op.cit., 
Ppalt14 ® 


57° Makhsuspuri, fo. ‘ ay’ s Op eCibe, PPeottz~11h, 
Also see Miikha & Singh, Babbar Aks Bangarh(Mss), Ch.26. 
He adis that Jathedar’ Kishan Singh rejected the proposal of 
Babu Santa Singh to gie share of the booty to the members 
with a view to attract more peozle into the Babbar fold. 
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movement, Jathedar Kishan Singh Cargaj, wa: arrested on 

26th February,1923 through the connivance of his chief 

confident Kabul Singh of Birring. Kabul Singh had an intimate 

connection with Hakim Qumureudedin Maulvi who formerly used 

to live in Birring. He was aC.I.D. functionary and he, 

through Kabul Singh and hie f«ther-inelaw,Labh Singh of 

Dhada Fateh Singh, laid a trap for Kithan Singh. As the 

Babbars needed money desperately to purchase weapons, it was 

given out that the Maulvi could turn comron metal into gold. 

This Maulvi had now shifted to Pindori Mahal and resided in an 

isclated building, commonly known ss Masit (Mosjue) Khaki 

shah, ?® between villages of Pindori Mahal and Dhadda Fateh 

Singh. Kishan Singh went there on February 25,1923. He was 

accompanied by Buta Singh. Buta Singh alluded to the fact 

that Kishan Singh too doubted faqir's eaprbility te turn 

ordinary metal into gold.?? Buta Singh too expressed doubts 

over the efficacy of fagir's claim. Buta Singh was then 

sent with a letter to Ram Singh cf Dharowal at Amritsar and 

was asked to contact Dhanna Singh of Behbalnur on the way 

who wight have reached Pindori MNijjaran. Kishan Singh taking 

a hint from Butea Singh desired to go to Saidpur but Kabul 

Singh prevailed upon him to stay .©° At night, sabul Singh and 

8. Vide interview of the writer with S. Buta Singh at 28-Vasant 

Vihar, Jullundur on 2Cth poplageiel bagi 

59. Satya, M.Rai, Panjabi ay tion, p80 is not correct 
in stating that Sabul Singh « Kishan &ingh, who was not 
keeping well, to his houre, on the pretext of loosing after 
him. The account Rarrated by Buta ‘ingh is quite different 
and seeme to be correct and has been corroborated by many 
other sources, 


60. Vide interview of the writer with &.Buta Singh, 20th November 
1982 at 28.Vasant Vihar, Jullundur City. 
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Kishan Singh took meals which were sent by Labh Singh Dhadda. 

In the meantime Labh Singh and Maulvi Qumar-udedin arranged | 

the police raid, Mr. H. Mathews Superintendent police, Jaliundur 
surrounded the place at 4 a.m. on 26th February,1923. AS soon 

as i+ was dawn, he sent for the village carpenter and asked | 

hiw te make a hole large encugh in the door sc ar to admit of 
Kishan fingh's hands throagh the hole. when he dii eo, Kishan 
Singh wir nandecuffed at once. KabulSingh was also arrested 


but police had no fears as regards Kabul Singh.©' 


The Babbars were outrage? at che treachery and they 
earried on their cammaign of murders and dacoities more 
virulently. The arrest of Xishan Singh Gargaj did not wor. 
as a damper tc their activities. Their activities continued 
unabated. 


They first attempted to assassinate Zaildsr Ram 
Narain Cingh cf Mahalpur. The plan wae chalked o.1t by Dhanna 
Singh Behdalpur,Battan Eingh of Pindori Nijjaran, Babu Santa 
Singh and Banta Singh of Dhamian in the attie of Xartar Singh 
Burro Barrian at the latter's suggertion, on 28th Fevruaryy 4903 | 
Their attempt did not materialise, but when Zaildar came to 


know that che Babbars were after him, he died out of fear.” 


61. Paver Book, Babb Cons Dir: ase, p.682 (f tatement 
cf Mr. H.Mathews, funerintenient of *‘olice, Jullundur. 


6?, Makhsuspurdi, Sunder ©ingh Babbar Anais Lehar, op.cit. 
pel21 also vide paper Book ar ali econs»iracy,°.89. 
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Such was the Bebbar terror’ 


On 3rd March,1923 Babu Santa Singh, Banta Singh of 
Dhamian, fadhu Singh and Banta Singh of Pragpur attacked 
Jamser railway station. °3 This af’air was of little material 
consequence. The hource of station waster Chanan Ram was 
looted but the ornaments they could lay their hands were 
of little value. Only two or three ornaments of silver were 
found frem Jamedar ESamouren Singh's heasce. Then they breught 
Strticn master to the Station anit got opened the cush box. 
They Gould get %&. 30/= only from there. The esllous ané cruel 
treatment of the Station Maeter with the passengers had 
invitei the ire of the Babbarrs. The station master was told 
that he should nct charge money from any person travelling 
without ticket. He was aleo advised to relinguish the govern- 
ment service at the earliest otherwise he would be murdered 
one day. 

The next target of the Babbar vengeance vac Buta 
Lambardar of NWangal Shamran. He had exceeded all the limits 
of endurance ani defied the warnin:zs of the Sabbar Axalic, 
He was taken to task on account of the assistance he gave to the 


police in harassing the Akalis.°” His name appeared at serial 


63. Home-Political file 13+/II,p.7%. The viceroy of India 
Lord Heading writes tec the Secretary cf State that the 
ineddent took nlace on 4.3.22. The ineident took place on 
3 March, but F.I.R. laens to have been lodged on 4th Mareh, 


1923. 
64. Home Political Deptt., K.W. 2 File No.265/1%6,p.79. 
65. Bans Book Babbar Akali conspiracy case,p.63°. eee 
i, Mathews,A.o.P.dullundur from 12.10.27 to 14,6.23 
PW366). 
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number 13 in the Babbar hiteli:t. Me was actseked on March 
10,1993.°5 by 12 persons led by Babu Santa Singh.°” Buta 

went te the roof cf his house ani shouted for help. The Babbars 
foliowed him to the roof. A seuffle ensued and Dhanna Singh 
fired two shots. Buta fell dead in the courteyard of his 
néighdDour, Dina. None had the courage to come to his help. 

The Rabbars made away with ° gold anid 2 silwer ernanents 

foumi from his house. Dhanna ©ingh Kotli Bawa Dass wurdered 
Surjan, Buta’s grandson. Santa Eingh admonished him for 

this, artwas tantamount to a violation of the Babbar dictates. 
The assassination of Buta was an open affair. He too had been 
apprehending the ispending danger to his life as date of 

his reformation was announced before hand. A police »arty was 
posted on patrolling duty due to the influence of his son 

who was an arny officer and wae posted at Jullundur. The 
Babbars shut all. the inhabitants of tne village in t: eir houses, 
said their finel prayer in the village Gurdwara and attacked 
Buta at a time when the whole village waa awake. None dared 
core to helo hit. ven the police party on duty failed to 


66. Makheurpuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., 
pete if not correct in stating that the attae~< took 
place on tit! Mareh, 1923, vide Home Pol.Deptt. K.W.2 file 
29:5 /1°26,p.9°, wherein it has been stated that the 
first Anfermation report was ledged at the Sadar Thana at 
rh iil by Bhola Chaukidar, at 1 a.m. on the 1ith March, 

pte The attac< took place on the night of 10th March, 
1923. 


67. Maxhsuspuri, Gunier Singh, Bab AL Akals Lebar, op.cit. 
poethbolbS, The group conet: abu tanta “ingh, Dhanne 
Singh Behbalpur, Banta Singh, Piara Eingh ani Dali» Singh 
of Dhasian, Harbakhsh Singh. Jassowal,Rat-:an Singh. Singriwal, 
Sadha Singh ani Buta of Singh Pindori Nijjaran, Sadhu Singh 
Pyagpur and Dhanna Singh of Kotki Bawa Dass. 
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arrive there in tine .°8 


The next victim of the Babbar fury was Labh Singh of 
Garh Shankar, an exemistri cf Police Training £chocl, Philiaur. 
He was suspected for his eomplicity in the arrest cf Jathedar 
Kishan Singh as he war enlisted in the special police which 
was set up exclusively to wateh ani curb the Babbar activities. 
Re was killed on 19th Mareh,19°3 at the time of Pansiwal Chhinj 
by Babu Fanta Singh, Dhanna Singh, Dalipa Dhamlan and Battan 
Singh of Pindori Nijjaran. After the fair, he left towards Behra 
Kukran, accompanied by a lad. Ahen he reached near a ercve 
of mangoes at a distance of 30C yards from the Chhinj site, 
Dhanna Singh shot him dead. Then Battan Singh alto struck a 
blow on the stomach with his Kirpan.©? After the murder they 


yan in an easterly direction and reached Jassowal. 


It was strange that the Babbars could not reform 
the traitors who had caused the arrest of Master Mota Singh 
eariier and “ishan Singh of late. They made three attempts 
to kill Labh Singh of Dhadda Fateh Singh and Kab.il Singh Birring 
whese names appeared in the Babbar list at serial Nc.26 and 27 
respectively. Labh fingh had actually received a reward of 


68. fhe Akali Patrika, /Jullundur, August 29,1991 (vite an 
article by Gurbac’an Singh on the authcrity cf an eye-~ 
witness account of ©. Gurdial Eingh Phul). 


69. Paner Bock Rabbar Akali consoiracy case, 1.8. 
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is. 750 for the part he had played in the arrest of Kishan Singh. © 


The three attempts were wade on March 14, 17 and 23,1923. The 
firet attempt was made by 7 Babbars but was abandoned for 

want of correct timely information about Labh Singh's whereabouts 2! 
The second attempt failed as Surain Singh Bisrampur, an 

unwilling accomplice took to hiding.”* The third attemnt was 
abandcned as the party contained urchins like Miikie iingh to 
carry o1t this overation as thet was likely to land then in 

a terribly difficult situation. 3 


70. Ibid., p.83. 


71. Babu Fanta Singh, Dhanna Singh Behbalpur, Dalip Singh 
Dhamian, Shiv Eingh Haripur, Kartar Singh, Sadha Singh 
and Battan Fingh Pindori Nijjaran disexrssed the first 
attack atabriek kiln of Shaw Chaurasi vide Sunder 
Fingh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., p.1h%. 


Paper RoE napa +n 1i_ conspiracy case, p83, Dhanna 
Hing ante EDs arya’ cinch Dhuzegoa 
Banta Singh of Bopa Rai, Shiv Singh of Hardpar, Amar fingh 
of Xajonal, Jjjagar Singh of Bisrampur, “adha ‘ingh, 
Sadhu Singh, Duman Singh, Bela Singh of Sopa kai, Banta 
Singh and Dalina of Dhamian, Battan Singh of Pindori 
Nijjaran. €ixteenth was Sursin Singh of Bisrempur on 
told that Jjjagar Singh had deceived him and was afraid 
to participate in the contemplated murder. This detail 
has a minor ievistion. Sunder Singh, ey Akali Lebar 
Opecit.e, p14? mentions Dharma Eingh of Bawa Dase 
instead of Dhanne Singh of Behbalpur. 


73- The 4, March 1962, ple. It consisted7s. Karam Singh 
of Daulatpur, Bhai Udey Sing , &.Dhanna ‘ingh of Behbaipur, 
Dulipa of Dhamian, Babu Eanta Singh, Bakhshish ¢ingii, 
Sadha Singh of Pindor 4 Nijjaran, fadhu Singh( these three 
were minors), JUdham Singh and Battan Singh of Pindori 
Nijjaran. Jatehdear Karom “ingh reorimanded Jatsan Singh 
for having breaght urchins like Milkha Singh and venture 
had tc be abandoned. 
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Historic Decision of the Babbar st 


It was on March 22,1923 that the Babbare met in a 
ecnclave at the hermitace of gant Thaxur Singh Rajcval to own 
the reapensibility of the mirdere comitted by then as the 
police war pernvetrating untold atrocities on villager: to 
conceal.its failure te trace real culprits. In the conclave 
Karam Singh Daulatpur, Udey Singh and Dhanna Singh Babbalpur 
offered to own responsibility for these murders. It was also 
decided that no Babbar would offer himself for arrest alive. 
Consequently, the first Sabbar Declaration was prepared and 
an open letter was sent so Lieutenant Covernor of the Panjab. 
It made manifest that the Babbars had taken recourse to sword 
and left the path of noneviolence due to the supressive and 
eoercive policy of the Panjab Government. It stated that 
Bis:an Singh Zaildar of Rani Thua, Buta Lambardar, his grandson 
Surjan and Mistri Labh Singh of Garhshankar had been murdered. 
It was further mentioned that ancther person was undergoing 
imprisonment for life in the Rabbar Akali jail and that having 
no penal code of their own, the Babbar Akalis had devised three 
forms of punishment, namely: (1) Death, (>) Mutilation, 

(3) Fine.” The letter was signed by &.Karam Singh of Daulatpur, 
&, Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur and Bhai Udey Singh of Ramgarh 
Jhuggian and its copies were sent to the Denuty Commissioner, 
Jullundur, Diwan Durga Dass and Mian Sahib, Minister of Kapurthala 


*. Babbar Akali Conspiracy case, Judgement 1925, pp.—7. 
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Etate. Ite conies were also pasted in Pindori Nijjaran and 


79 The police raid on 


were sent to many other villages. 
Pindori Nijjaran on 23rd Mareh,1923 was conducted on the 
information of Bhagwan Singh and Harnam Singh, Lambardars 

ari Maulu and Jiwan, Chaukidars. The village was a stronghold 
of the Babbars. At lesst 13 perrons of this village joined 

the Babbar Akalis. The Babbars had issued warning to the 
jholiehuk Lambsardas and Chaukidars. In September,1922, too 


Udham Singh had «uritten notices with his own hand and pasted the 


on the village walls with the help of Tufail Mohamved. 


The notice read te 


They did not mend their ways. The raid on 23rd 
March,19°3 arcused the ire of Babu Santa Singh and he decided — 
tc do away with the toadies of this villace. fhe first meeting 
in this connection was convened on April 3,1923. Karam Singh 
of Daulatour, Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur, Udey Singh of Ramgarh, 
Babu Santa Singh, Sadha “ingh, Bakhsish Singh, Kartar Singh an‘ 
Udham Gingh Pindori Nigjaran took part in it. But the decision 
to murder jholichuks was deferred. Again on April 20,1923 | 


latch Mika iE LE Th 


76. Makheuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lebar, op.cit., p.15 
Also vide Paper Book Babbar Akali conspiracy (State nent 
of Tufail Monam aig Pee +, De (je 
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Karam Singh Daulatour, Jdey Singh cf Ramgarh Jhuggian, Dhanna 
Singh Henbdalpur, Bishan Singh ani Bhan Singh of Mangat, Amar 
Singh and Anup Singh of Manko, Chanchal “ingh of Sangatpur, 

Dharam fingh and Mula Singh of Plahi, Dalin Singh of “Yanax«, Surjan 
Singh and Chanda Singh of Domeli, Sartar “ingh, Udham Singh, 
Sadho Singh, Mehnga Singh and Bakhsish Singh of Pindori 

Nijjaran met for the second time. Due to the arrival of the 
police the progremme was onee again pat oft?” Thus the toadies 
there were fortunate to escape the Babbar fury. 


Another person on the hit-list of the Babbars was 
Hazara Cingh of Behbalpur. He was shot dead in the early hours 
of 27th Marech,1923 in front of his ho:se. He was killed by 
S. Dhanna Singh, Karam Eingh of Daulatpur and Udey Eingh and 
the fuiet was announced in the Babbar Akali Doaba of April 14,19 23 
that toady Hazara Singh at blacklist No.136 had been given 


three squares of lam. ”® 


On 17th April, an ex-Subedar, Genda Singh was assassinated 
in front of his hcuse in Jullundur District. ’” The plan to 


77. Makheus Pari, Sunder “ingh, Babba: ali Lehar, op.cit. 
p.160. But Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh (MSE) Ch.29 
refutes the story cf the police arrival. Instea: he claims 
that the Babbars put off their decision in view of the 
harvesting Season a4 their action aight have have caused 
unnecessary trouble tc the farmers. 


78. HomeePolitieal tile No.K, Wee 5 / 4 926 » De 92 ® 
79. Tokdy Fale No.134/11/1923,p.76. 
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murder him war finalised in the Kutiya of Sant Thakur Singh at 
Rajowal.?° Babu Santa Singh, Anup Singh, Karam Singh of 

Manko, Nand Singh of Churial and Sattan Singh of Pindori Nijjaran 
attacked him. While Subedar and Nand Singh were grappling, 
Battan Singh placed his pistol against Subedar's stomach and 
fired, Anup ‘ingh too fired a shot in the air and then struck the 
Subedar on the head with the butt of the gun. Karam Singh of 
Haripur struck him with the sword, Batsan “ingh migseq his 


mark frur times, so Santa Singh took aim and shot him dead. 


Though the year 1923 did not augur well for the Babbars 
yet it wae even worse for the toadies, The arrests of ~. aram 
Singh of Jhingar, Master Dalin Singh of Gossal on January 95,1923, 
Kishan Singh on February 26, 1973, Assa fingh on March 1,1923 and 
that of Amar Singh of Kot Fatuhi on March 76,1973 were nc doubt 
crushing blows to the Babbar Movement, but the relentlessnezs with 
which they carried on the campaign of elimination of Dureaucratic 
prope, threw cold water on police entiusiasm. It was after the 
murder of Buta of Nanzal fhamman that it intensified its 
overation against the Babbars. On 18th April,1923 the Deputy 
Commissicner of Jullundur District, along with Superintendent of 
Police and Inspector Police Station, Adampur reached Churiai. Again 
on April 21,Abdul Agiz fupdt. C.I.D. and Deputy Commissioner, 
Jullundur reached there with military, pressurised people and 


80. Home-Political, File No.K.wW. 245/1926'p.95. 
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raided Ghurial, Manko and Chukhiane. The Akalis of Churial 
informed the ©.G.P.C. abcut the police barbarities.°' The 
repression of the police touched new heights. Though the 
Babbars gave shoeks to the police ani the toadier by swooping 

down upon them many timer till December 1973, yet they 
were by and large on the defensive in their encounters ani 
eonfrontattions. It was now the turn of the police and the 
bureaucracy to stiffle and supprese the movement with an 
ironehand. It exerted pressure on the villaces net to give the 
Babbarr "any quarter, nor help ther in any form or wanner ."°° 
The police fanned out in the villages and began to haunt and 
hound them. 


81. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.ecit., pp.3+=35. 
82. Gulab Singh. Under the Shadow of Gallows, Delhi,163, p.36. 
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The Babbar Akalis considered the British Government a 
vieious institution which was founded on foree and fraud. 
The Babbars had raised patriotiem to the piteh of religion. 
The atrocities during the Gurdwara Reform movement had 
inflamed them and they openly worked for the destruction of 
the system which was responsible for their sad plight. The 
government in its anxiety to curb dissentient voices recruited 
epies and stooges. These people created panic and seare in 
the villages. The Babbar Akalis gave priority to their 
‘reform'. They despatched many a traitor and were guite a 
force to reckon with. Their activities were at their height 
in 19°73 and so was also the repression by the government. 
The successive murders of jholiehuks in the districts of 
Jullumiur and Hoshiarpur, nearly, panicked the local 


officers. 


The Deputy Comeissioner of Jullundur, Mr. wW.C. Jacob 
who was greatly perturbed at the aurder of Subdedar Genda 
Singh of Ghurial recommended, to the Panjab Government, the 
adoption of stringent wesasures of the nature of martial law. 
On his suggestion, Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Aziz was deputed 
to deal with the situation. At that time, the people were 
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too terrified to come forward «nd help the authorities to 
bring the offenders to book. As a result a conference, 

of the local officers, was convened at Lahore ami it was 
decided to poet additional police and military in Jullundur 
and Hoshiarpur Distrietsto patrol about the countryside and 
re-establish confidence in the minds of the people.’ 


A wave of repression was unleashed which led to the 
persecution of the innocent Akalis. Their houses were searched 
and plundered. The honour of the women folk was viclated and 
many Akalis were thrown into jails for no fault of theirs .° 


The police raids on different villager were conducted 
on Mareh 23,1923, immediately after the duplication of sn open 
Babbar letter to the Governor of the Panjab, Sir Edward Maclagan, 
on 22nd March,19°3. Mr. H. Mathews, *.P. Jullundur stated that 
they raided the houses of Buta Singh, Hukam gingh, Kartar Singh, 
Nirvair Singh, Sadha Singh and Milkha Singh of Pinéori Nijjaran® 
and obtained some useful information. At the time of search, 
the Lambarders and Chaukidars of Pindori Nijjaran, who vere 
suspected to be the police informers, were so terrorestricken 
of the wrath of the Babbar Akalis that the police had to be 


1. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy,p.766. 


2. Tarlok Singh, Shiromani Khalsa Tawarikh, Amritsar,1962,pp.111<-1 


3. Pindori Nijjaran, a village at a distance of 20 miles from 
Jullundur towards the north-east, was a big centre of the 
Babbar activities. There were 43 Babbar Akalis of this 
Village, out of whom two turned approvers in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy case. The Babbar Akali Voaba lesflet was 
also duplicated .here in the house of Kartar Singh. Bhai Bute 
Singh was a close cospanion of Jatheder Kishan Singh Gargz). 
His memoire, Babbar fehrik (MES), throw limelight 
on — facts r) ) y Saga whieh were little known 
eo ® 
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sent to protect their lives under the orders of Khan Sahib 


Mir Fasal Imam, D.£&.P. (C.I.D.) Panjab at Lahore. 


he 


The police also raided other hideeoute of the 


Babbars such as Kishan Pura,’ Jassoval,° Bika’, Pragpur, ° 


12 


Rehsival,’ Rajowal,'° Ket Fatuhi’’ and Daulatpur!” these raids 


gave the police many vital and important clues. 


13 


b, 
5. 


6. 


7 


9. 


10. 


14. 


12. 


13. 


Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy, p.682. 
Kishan Pura was an important centre of the Babbars. It was 
Called ‘big hospital’ in the Babbar colloquy. 


Jassowal remained a hub of the Babbar activities for three 
consecutive years. The important workers of the Babbar 
Jatha from this village were 5. Hardit Singh, Charan Singh 
nee Fagir Singh, Teja Singh, Zaila Singh, Harbakhsh Singh, 
Hari Singh, Gurbakhash Bingh and Labh Singh. The cruetal 
mootings of December 25 and 30-31,1922 were held here in the 
Haveli of Hardit °ingh and in the Kutiya of Charan Singh, 
respectively. 


Bika. This village produced Atma “ingh. He was a messenger 
of the Babbar Akali Jatha. 


Pragpur. Pragpur was the main centre of the ectivities 

of 8.Kishan Singh Gargaj- Sant Kartar Singh lived here, in 

ea Kutiysa. He gave help in the nascent stage of the movement 
but turned approver and thus proved a traitor to the Babbar 
cause in the end. 


Rehsiwal: The village has significant place in the history 
of the Babbar Akalis because it was here that the talks 
of the merger of the Chakarvarti Jathas took place. 


Rajowals The Babbar Axali Voaba was duplieated here in the 

Kutiya of Sant Thaker Singh. The important decision of 

reforming the toadies on 24th March,1922; formation of the 

Babbar Jatha in August 1922 and the decision of owning the 

responsibility of the Doaba murders was taken here on 

7 firs 923 in an open letter to the Lieutenant Governor of 
| ade 


Kot Fatuhi: Here big conferences were held since the : 
Nankana holocaust. The conferences were arranged in March 1921, 
December 1921 and February 1922. 6&. Lakha Singh, adit 

Singh, Waryam Singh, Sunter Eingh , Bhulla Singh and Amar 

Singh of Kotbare Khan took active past in the Babbar 
activities. The Babbar Akali Yoaba was also duplicated here. 


Daulatpur: &.Karam Singh 'fditor! hailed from this village. 
He was killed at Babeli on September 1,1923. A punitive 
poliee post was also set up here and a punitive post tax of 
ls. 2100/- was realised from the villagers, vide, The Pardesi 


Paper Book Babtar fies Conspiracy, p.82. 
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Khan Bahadur Abdul Asis took charge of the Babbar case 
on April 19,1923 and on the basis of the Mareh raids, the 
Babbar hide-outs were onee again raided from April 20 to 22, 
1923 in @ surprise move. From Pindori Nijjaran, Kartar Singh 
Hukam Singh, Miikha Singh, Sadhea Singh and Nirvair Singh 
were arrested on April 21, th-ugh reeords showed that these 
arrests were mate on April 22,1 923.1% Others arrested during 
this operation were Hari Singh and Labh Singh of Jassowal, 

Bela Singh and Sadhu Singh of Pragpur, Jjjagar Singh of Bisrampur, 
Sunier Eingh of Kot Fatahi, Gurbachan Singh cf Sadhara, Sant 
Mit Singh of Kishanpura and Nand Singh of Ghurial.'’ According 
to the 'akait-Te-Pardesi', 23 akalis were arrested on April 24, 
1923 on the re ae involved in the Voabs murders. 

The arrested persons included Slakha “ingh, Bawa Singh, 

Waryam Singh, Sunder Singh and Bhulia Singh cf Kot Fatuhi, 

Hari Singh of Chela, Hazara fingh of Gondpur and Kartar Singh 
of Mannanhana. ‘Gubedar ahem ingh of Sirhala, Labh Singh, Mula 
Singh, Karam °ingh, Hari Singh and Huanak Singh of Jassowal, 
Gurbachan Singh and Nihal Singh of Sadhara were sone of the 
prominent persons among the arrested suspects. Others included 
Warain Singh of Masara, Bhagwan Singh of Bherowal, Hazara 

Singh of Helran, Harnaz Singh and Dula Singh of San¥bur, cishan 
Singh of Kukar Magara, Ram Cingh of Maujo Mazara, Sishan 

Singh of Bahalpur, Sakam Singh of fimbli and Phusan Singh, 


14. The Argi, Delhi, March,1982, p.&2. | 
15. Makhsuspuri, Sunder €ingh, Babbar Akeli Lehar, op.cit., p.201. 
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Milkha Singh and Uttam Singh of Moranwali. '© | 


The Panja> Governzent was very sanguine in arresting 
the Babbar Akalis. Consequently, ancther proclamation was 
issued under the signatures of Mr. H.K.Kaul, Commissioner, 
Jullundur Division anncuneing that 6 squares of land wuld be 
given to the person/persons for helping the arrest of all 
those members of the Beabvar Jatha alleged to be involved in the 
murder: of Bishan “ingh of Rani Thua, Buta Singh of Nangal 
Shamman, Labh Singh Mistri of Garhshanker, Hasara Singh of 
Behbalpur and Genda Singh pensioner of Ghurial.'” After this 
preelamation, the police vere able to arrest Waryam Cingh of 
Kot Fatuhi, Ehiv Singh of Haripur and Amar Singh of Pindori 
Nijjaran on April 27, Dalip Singh of Dhamfian en April 28, Piara 
Singh of Dhamian on May 1, Sant Thakar Singh of Rajowal and 
Banta fingh of Pragpur on May 5, 1923. Atma Singh of Bika, 
Thakar Singh and Harnam Singh of Pindori Nijjaran were arrested 
on May 6, while Prem Singh of Pragpur was arrested on May 12, 
1923. Karam Singh of Manko was also navbed on May 12, at 
Jullundur Hafiway €tation on his way to Amritsar. His arrest 
was effected through the help of Jagat Singh of Manko vho | 


16. The Akali Te Pardesi, April 29,1923. ‘he paper included 
Gurbae , ad also among the arrested rersonse 


but Gurbachun Singh, seb ee A h Op.cit., p36. writes 
that he was arrested on deny Fe ee Aino see finter 


Cingh, paboar Ac@ii Lehar, opeit.pe201, Also vide Paper Book 
Babber Akali conspiracy case, p.954, | 


17. calla Sunder Singh, Babbar A Lehar, OpeCite, 
Pe2 
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who served as the informer. On 15th May,1923 twenty one 


persons were arrested. They included Kartar Singh, Hazara 
Singh, Atws Singh ani Bir Singh from Gondpur, Kartar Singh, 
fohan Singh, Puran Singh, Harnam Singh and Inder Singh of 
Chahalpur, ami Pritam Singh of Moila. Others arrested included 
Mehar Singh, Chint Singh, Mohan Singh and Bhaunda Singh of 
Moranwali, Dasaundha Singh of Banga, Lachhman Singh of 
Phakrudi, Jawala Singh of Malgarh, Aggar Singh of Tannauli, 
Ram Singh of Pindor Phagorian ani Udham Singh of Kal: Sehr 

and Hazara ‘ingh of Munder. '® 


On 16th May, about 113 persons were rounded up and 
put in prison. Many of them were let off as they were fount _ 
innocent.’ ” The 16 persone arrested from Daulatpur ineluded 
Phivan Sing:, Waryam Singh, Banta Singh, Bela €ingh, farmukh 
Singh Dalip Singh, Niranjan fingh and Wagir Singh. Ujjager 
Singh, Hukam “ingh, Hari Singh, Hazara Singh and Nagina Singh 
of Hayatpur, Bishan Singh of Pindori Ladha Singh, Isher Singh, 
Karam Singh and Sham Singh of Behbalpur, Dalel Singh of _ 
Mannanhana, Arjan Singh of Nagadipur and Tej Singh of Paldi 


were also arrested.°° 


Jagjit Singh cf Kuthar wee arrested on May 27,1923." ) 


18. The Akali Te Pardesi, May 21,1923. 

19. Ibid., May 28,1923. 

20. The lsx, May 73,1923. 

21. Makhsuspuri, §.6., Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., p.203. _ 


Pardesi 
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Despite there arrests, the Babbars were etill a terror for 

the toadies. It was admitted that a number of village officials 

and other loyalists vere fear-stricken ani expressed anzicusness 

to resign their pests.” Mr, C.AH. Towneand, Comnissioner, 
admitted 

Jullundur Division clso/ani acknowledged the force cf the 

Babbars in his evidence wherein he stated that "Many of the 

willage officials spoke to me in a whisper and this too in sy 

own house oss On account of this terrori:m we eould get harily 


any evidenee to show who was responsible for these outrages." 23 


Keeping in view the gravity of the situation, the government 
sanctioned the use of troops. In the beginning of June 1923, 

two hundred cuvalry and <50 infantry were placed at the 

disposal of the Commissioner, Jullundur Divis fon." The appeint- 
ment of Khan Sahib Sheikh Abdul Asiz, Superintendent Police, 
C.I.D. proved as a break-through in solving the aystery of the 
murders ani dacoities of the region. He was ably assisted by 
Diwan Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid of Kapurthala. The officials 

were able to round up 71 Babbars en April 22,1923, and apprehended 
other <1 wembers of the Jatha,°° after conducting raidz on 39 
willages {26 A rraumber of purditive post: were also set up in 


22. Home Political, File No.13+/11/1523,p.76. 

23. Paper Book Babbar Alali conspiracy case,p.809. 
24. Loc.oit. 

25. The t 


ume. wovemver 1.1923 (evidence of F.C. Isemenzer 
Police (CID) in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 


7m 
26. Howe Policel Proee 
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different villages such as Ghurial, Shuradpur ani Kandhola. The 
whole amount imposed as Punitive Post Tax was recovered from 
Ghurial,’’ whereas &. 1336 were reesovered from Khuradpur 

and Kandhola each. The punitive posts vere also seteup in 
Daulatpur, Aur, Mahal Gehla, Jhingar, and Bunga. The highe:t 
amount of the Punitive Post Tax imposed was kk. 5650 on Banga. 
Mahal Gehla came second with & 4695, folloved by Aur with 

Re 3700/e, The tex realised from Daulatpur ani Jhingar was 
. 2100/e and 1500/- respectively.’® 


The Punitive Port Tax of fs. 8000/—- was also realised 
from Tannauli, Dhakowel, Harkhowal, Pindori Bibi and Marcanian 
on June 11,1923. On June 2,1923, the Punitive Police Posts 
were alse set up in Mendheali, Behli and <alra as well.’ Lord 
Reading, Viceroy of India, in his report to the cecretary 
ef Etnte informed that 186 persons were arrested, 25 of whos 
were suspected of actual participation in muraers; and against 


30 others there was evidence of abetment ant nurder.2° 


The recetion of the press wes sowewhat mixed. Some 
of the newspapers owned by the Eixhs reachel sharply. The 
Panjab Darpan criticised the Penjeb Government for arresting 
hundreds of the Akalis con the pretext cf the alleged help toe 


27. The Akali-ToePardesi, May <1,19°3. 

28. “he Pardes} Khajex, May 19,2923. 

29. The Akali Te Pardesi, tay 25,1921. 

30. Home=Political, File No,13e/11/1923,9.76. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


220 


agro of 5 or 6 Babbars. The paper made erseeial mention of 
11 arrestee made at Ghurial as three o:t of elven were thiotce 


whe suffered imprisonment in the Guru Ka Bagh Morcha,>" 


Though the same Saper in its editorial of May 18, 
expressed the view that none of the bodies like the ‘Gr, 
Sikh Leacue anit Chief Khelsa Diwan had any sympathy with the 
Babbare as they were opposed to their policy of viclence, 
yet it resented indiscriminate arrests ani expressed its fear 
that the statement cf Amar Cingh approver might lead to more 
detenticns ami arrests and admitted that she time was of grave 
peril for the Sikhs of the Doab:. It urged the SGPC to institute 
a sub-comm'tee to investigate these arrests as well ar the 
Doaba murders.*~ the 'Gurdwara', in its issue of May 2,1923, 
eondemned the wholeesale arrests. It tock exception to the 
punitive and itenerary police stationed in the villages ami 
observed tht murderers mst be a few in number but the 
government was bent upon harrassing an! bringing to knee the 
whole of the Doaba.>> The ‘Khalsa’ also stated that with the 
persecution of the innocent »eople, the publie in general would 


get disgusted with the bureaucracy and refrain from ren: ering 
a helping hand to it.>° The *'Akali Te Pardesi’ in its issue 


31. The Punjab » May 11,1923. 


32. The Panjab Darpan, May 13,1 923. 
33. The Panjab Press Abstract, Vol.XXXV p.2h9, dated May 12,1923. 
3+. Loe.cit. 
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of May 14,1973, remarkel® "Peaeeful people are now betwe:.: the 
devil ani the deep sea. If they oppose the Babbar Axalis, 
their lives are in danger, but if they even talk with the latter, 


the buresucr2cy comes down heivily upon them," 2" 


The powerfal wave of rigour ani repression was now 
passing over the Doaba to crush the Babbar Akalis and it had 
thrown in shade even the nemory of the days of the martial lav, 
thus observed Dr. Eatya Pel in the 'Ba Matran' of May 2h, 
19233 On the other hand, the 'Gulgerei-Hind! in its issue 
ef 28th April, 1923 condemned the government for its complacency. 
It asserted that it was a wrong principle tc be afraid of 
mischiefemongers ani leave the loyalists to their own fate. Those 
who had falien a victim to the viclence of the Babbar Aaiizs 
in the Doaba were well dispoced towards the government and the 
latter should have adonted precautionary messurcs of deterring 
nature to protect them?” The "Muslim Outlock" in its issue 
ef 5th May cslled the Doeba murders, the work of a strong and 
“etersined secret organisation of criminals and eoncluded that 
the political motives were also connected with these violent 


perpetrations. 25 Phe loeal Covernnent ironically regarded 


the movement as & conflict between crininal elements against 


3°. The Panjab Press Abstract, XXXVI,May 26,1923,p.276. 

36. The Panjab Press Abstract, Vol .XXXVI,dated Fun: 2,1923,p.296. 
37. The Panjab Press, Abstract, Vol.XXXVI,dated May 12,1923. 

38. Loc.cit. 
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the forees of law and order .>? 


Though with the confessicnal statements of Assa “ingh, 
Amar Cingh, ani Battan Singh, the pclice succeeded in maxing 
a dent in the Babbar citadel, yet it was not an e.u.sy task 
te demolish and reot cat the movement ani haul up the leaders, 
The Babbar:, once again, delivered a senstional shoek to 
the Panjab Government, when on May 20,19°3, they swooped on 
Chaudhari falla Ram and his brother Dittu of Kaulgarh. © This 
double murder was committed on the nicht of May 20-21, by 
Karam ©ingh of Daulatpur, Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur, Banta 
Singh of Dhamian, Bishan Singh of Mangat, Udey -ingh, Anup 
fingh, Dhanna Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass, Babu Santa Singh and 


D:lipa of Dhamian had 


The’ Babbar Attack'was premeditated. A leaflet in 
"Gurmakhi™ dated 17th May,19°3 was pasted inside Falla'ts Dalam 
(entrance hall). The porter contained the names of Karam 
Singh Jathedar, Bhai Dhanna “ingh, Bhai Jdey Singh, Babs 
Santa Singh, Shai Anup Singh, Bhai Bishan Singh and Bhai 
Dalin Singh. This showed the reorganisaticn of the Jatha, 
with Babbar Karam ¢ingh asc president ani Babu Santa Singh as 
its Secretary. They ecategoriecsliy emphasised that the mean 
tactics usel by the ay rere ting arresting and 


39. Home-PolitalsProcee¢ings,File No.13+/11/1923,D.76- 


“41. Pane Book Bapbea. 8 <:! Congr bd aN a 8 Del 3, Also 
see Milkha Singh, Sabbar Akali tangarsh(Mss) ,%h.39. 
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vbrow-beating their innocent helpers on charges of murder an’ 
arresting others for conspiracy had compelled the signatories 
tc join the Jatha.”” The Babbars now were on warepath. As 

a result of it, certain traitors tock refuge with their 
relativer am others hid themselves in the police stations, 
but some loyalists like Falla and Dittu carried on their 
nefarious activities without heeding te the threats delivered 
by the Babbar Akalis. They had alto esused the arrest of 
Dalip “4ngh ani Curbachan Singh of Sadhara.*? Lat:r cn, they 
spied on Bawa Singh and Udham Singh of Kaulgarh. They did not 
desist even after Karim Singh of Daulatpur, who happened to be 


their relative’* requested them to ston their activities Saal 


There murders had created panie in the villages. 
Even Sheikh Abdul Asis, Superintendent of Police, on special 
duty, had to aimit this. He wrote "Dittu and Ralla begged them 
to spar: their lives offering them to pay later on any sum they 
further wanted; butcher culprits replied that they were 
jholichuks and would not be spared on any acwunt. [his was 
followed by several shots am the culprits decamped after 
Killing both the brothers taking the eastern side, they had 
originally come from. The most surprising fact in the outrage 
ie that while the culprits stayed for about 14 hour in the 


4o. Home-Politjcal, Pcoceddinzs, File NWo.13+/11/1923,0.7- 


43. Curbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.36. 
Wy, ae Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., 
Pp eft - ¢@ 
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early oart of the night when the whole village comprising of 
about 100 houser was awake, not a single wan came to the rescue 
of the victims, the neighbours shutting themselves in the 


houses "9 


The perpetrators of the outrage were the same 
people who were responsible for several crimes. They had 
taken refuge in the Siwalak Hills. Keulgarh, the scene of the 
Outrage is only five miles on the side of the iwalik Hills, 
They came in an! went back from the village towsrde the same 


M6 Though the Babbar strength wars dapleted by 


directicn. 
numerous arrests, yet the Babbar: who were rtill active showed 
their unflinching deterwin:tion to deal with the syles ani 


infcrmers, 


It was in Kaulgerh on 20th May,1923 that Karam Singh 
asxed the Babbars to give their names for the seccnd time 
to take che reeponsibility of the murders, in case, Dhanna Singh, 
Jdey ©ingh anu he were either «illed or arrested. Babu Santa 
Singh, Delipa of Dhamian, Anup Singh of Manko ana *18han 
Singh of Man at offered themselves resvectively but Banta 
Singh of Dhamian and Dhanna “ingh of Kotli Bawa Dass ijecl.ned. 
On 2155. May, it was at saulgarn that the seven Babbars 


dauvlicated their Second OD clarsticn and the same wes published 
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in the Babbar Akali Doaba. In this declaration the contractors 
were also forbidden to bid for the contracts of opium and vine w+? 


The Babbars also asked the people to use wood and 
fruit of the trees fearlessly that grew on the road leading 
from Ropar through Bala-chaur, Garhshankar, Mahalpur, Hoshiarpur 
and Tanda to Hargobindpur. As a result of this declaration, 
no contractor eame forward to give bid for mango groves 
for the years 1922 and 1923."8 


The Babbarse made their next move against Subedar Sunder 
Singh of Randhawa Masandan in which they did not succeed. 
He opposed the Babbar Akali movement ani had his and four 
others enrolled as special constables. <A notice was put in the 
Village threatening him with dire consequences. It war towards 
the end of May that Kartar “ingh (younger) and Kartar ingh 
(elder) of Domeli, Babu Santa Singh, Banta Singh and Dalipa of 
Dhamian, Dhannea Singh of Kotli Bava Dass, Hazara Singh of 
Munder and Anup Singh of Manko reached there 49 But they had 
to abandon their project when they learnt that the Subedar 
was armed ani was in a position te defend himself.°° 


On the 6th June,1923, Ata Mohammad Patwari was surdcered 
on the road leading to Nanda Chaur in Hoshiarpur District.” 


47, Makhsuepuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.p.205. 
48. Loe.cit. 

49. — bets 

50. Uc itiea. 
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He was murdered by Banta Singh, Dalipa of Dhamian ani Dhanna 
Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass. 


This once again created panic in the area and the 
government made frantic efforts to curb the Babbar activities. 
The government report on the political situation in Panjab 
for the fortnight ending on 30th June,1973 made its special 
mention. It admitted that “the arrival of the troops in the 
Doaba and the bDieweekly flights of aeroplanes scattering 
propaganda leaflets have had distinctly s reassuring effect 
on the loyal population. Offers of assistance are being 
received freely from private individuals and there is reason 
to hope that before long more cf the outlaws would be captured.* 


The Babbar Jatha was also declared an unlawful 
association umier Criminal Law Amendment Aet,1908 and Enrolment 
of Special Police Act,1861.°> Besides this, the additional 
police also was sanctioned. In addition to this, various 
groups of 50 army men were deputed to keep an eye and wide 
 ‘Wigil on the disturbed areas, Even Mr. C.A.H. Townseni, 
Commissioner, Jullundur Division, was advised to take strong 
force while on tour in Hoshiarpur District in July,1923.°" 
Special C.I.D. was deputed to aseist the local police in 
their efforts to arrest the Babbars. <A force of 50 regular 


52, Home-Political, File No.13+/11/1923,p.39- 


53. Ibid., 5. Also, quoted in She Civil ani Military Gasette, 
oth Rarities 
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policemen wae moved to Jullunmiur and the enrolment of special 
foree of 150 dineluding 50 mounted men was sanctioned. The 
police were assisted by a wailitary foree cf 250 Indian Infantry 
and a squadron of the armoured cars. All these measures 

made it very difficult for the Babbars to operate in the area 
and they had now few offers of free focd which they had been 
hitherto enjoying without asking 9 


These measures compelled the Babbars to think of and 
to look for safe hide-outs. In the seconi week of June,1923 
Babu Sante Singh, Dalipa and Banta Singh of Dhawian, Anup Singh 
of Manko and Dhanna Eingh of Kotli Bawa Dass decided to take 
refuce in the Malwa. Babu Santa Singh, Dalipa and Anup Singh 
left for the Malwa and reached Hindiaya and put up in the house 
of Bir Singh Akali. Sant Kartar “ingh advised Anup Singh ani 
Dalipa to spend some days in the Gurdwara of Thikriwala an‘ 
then at Mastuana. He alongwith Santa Singh left for Naiwala 
and stayed with Isher “ingh. Sant Kartar Singh who turned 
traitor took away cartridges of Babu Santa Eingh and was not 
even suspected.°© On the °Oth June, 1 923 on the basis of 
information, Mir Fasal Imam arrested Babu Santa Cingh at Tapa 
Railway Station from the 3rd elass compartment of a train | 
g0ing to Bhatinda from Patiala.” 


55. » File No.13+/1I/1923,p.10. 


56. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar ¢kali Lehar, 
op .eit., p.216. 
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Babu Santa Singh had agewned the lesdership of the 
Jatha and was apparently the brain of the movement.?© He was 
hauled up ani arrested an! from his possession were recovered 
one revclver, eleven copies of the 3abbar Akali leaflet of 
21st, May,1923 ani some papers ineluding a letter adiressed — 
to Jawala Singh and Bhagwan Singh of Fatehpur dothi. It also 
led to the recoveryof the ‘Elam! duplieator, on whieh the 
leaflets were >rinted, from the hcuse of Parshottam Singh 
of Fatehpur “othi. Bhagwan Singh anid Parshotam Singh were 
also arrested. Santa Eingh's detailed confessional statement 
also led to the arrest of 9 others including fartar Singh, 
Bela Eingh, Maluk Singh and Baehint fingh, who turned approvers. 
Kartar Singh furnished certain inform:tion which led to the 
arrest of Dalel Singh Mannanhana and Ram Singh and the 
 Giselosure made by tre latter led to the arrest of ten other 
persons ineluding Ram Singh 6/0 Gurmukh Singh cf Hayatpur. 
This wae another sericus setback and it further thinned the 
depleted Babbar ranke. 


The Babbars carried on their activities of reforming 
despite this serious setback t!.at they had suffered. 
I: was on the night of 15th July,1923 that Bishan Singh of 
Sandhara was attacked by Banta Singh and Dalipa of Dhamian, 
Waryam Singh of Dhugga and Dhanna Singh of Keotli Bawa Dass. He ¥ 


58. Hom Politiosl Progeedings, File Wo.134/II/1923,p.39. 
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enrolled as a special police constable in June,1923 and had 
sinee been assisting the police in hunting down the remaining 
absconders of the Babbar Akali Jatha. On the night of 15th 
July, while Bishan Singh was sleeping in front of his house, 
he was awakened by severe blow on the chest. He ran for his 
life, but was chased and seriously wounded. Later on 

he recovered in the hospital, despite sericus wounds.” Lhe 
Babbar terror was evident, here as well. The villagers 


were aroused but none pursued the Babbare, due to fear. 


The Babbar Probles anf the British Parliament! 


The Panjab Governzent was severely grilled in the 
press and the Parliament for its failure to apprehend the 
Babbars. The Babbare exploits were echoed even in the British 
Parliament. The numerous murders of the toadies ani incessant 
attacks of the Babbars gave many anxious soments to the ruling 
mrty in London. The deteriorating law and order situation vas 
its special topic of discussion. The move of the Governor of 
the Panjab to disband 606 constables out of 20,000 strong force 
was hotly discussed in the Parliament. Gir Charles Yates sough t 
ite clarification ami Larl «interton replied that Lord Peel 
had already enquired of the Government of India with regard to 
the reduction of 3} lakhs in the Panjab Police Budget. Taking 
into consideration the financial conditions of the province 
the Governor was justified in taking the decision, But it was 
a frisky decision in view cf the prevailing politieal ani 


59. Ibid., pp.86-87. 
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administrative situation in Panjab.°° The Panjab Government 
also came under fire for attaching too little impertance to 
the movement. On 4th June,1923, Sir Charles Yates exprersed 
indignation “ower the programme of murdering ail officers and 
killing ewery foreigner. He also sought information regarding 
the revolutionary movement in the Panjab by certain Babbar 
Akald Sikne."©" cn 25th June, 1923 Lt. Colonel Howard Bury 
acught information from the Unier-Cecretary about the number 
of political murders committed by the dkalis since January 1, 
1923 and enquired whether the ineresase in marders was due to 
the hasty reduction in the number of police foree.°* The 
under~Cecretary inforned the Heise of Comnons in response 

to Lt.Cclonel Bury’s question that ten murder: had been 
committed ant added that special police hai been enlisted and 
the military forees were co-operzting in the pursuit of the 
gangs. About 186 personr had been arrested .°> 


In reply to another question by Mr. Hope Simpson, 
Earl Winterton expressed satisfaction at the steps that were 
being taken to deal with the situation. 

One thin» is clear that the Babbar activities had 
shaken the British atrinistration in the Punjab, anid grave 
doubts were being exprecsed in London at the ability cf the 
Panjab Gevernzsent to cove effectively with the alarming 
situation. Colonel Yates had sugrested that the Doaba be 


61. HomeePolitical Proeeedings, File No.1}+/11/192 isp.78. 
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merged with some native state. 


The 'Akali-Te-Pardesi' of the Sth July,1923 remarked 
that the observation of Colonel Yater was scirnificant and 
showed that Indian Princes co.1ld rule better than the British 
rulers. it reminded the Britith that not only the Doaba but 
the whole of the Panjab of which the Britain took foreible 
possession belon;-ed to Maharaja Dalip ECingh. If it wished to 
do this only after events like those of the Boaba occurred 
(every where), may God fulfil its wishes ©? Rattan Singh 
‘Asad! observed that a small action cf the Babbar Akalis had 
shaken Lonion and Colonel Yatee wae thinking of moving a 
resolution to handover this ares. to a native state’. He 
ob:erved that the real peace ec :ild not be established either 
by repression or by handing out the Doaba to the native 
prinees, who were more despotic than the British rulers. 

He sugzeeted the creation of a small state to be administered 
by the fhiromani Curdwara Parbdandhak Conmittee for the 


restoration of pesce.°© 


The British Treasury Benches grew deeply nervous. 
In letter No.2443 of 30th August,1923, India office aimitted 
that at the time of Sir Charles Yates quettion there 
was considerable public anxiety in this country about the 


65. The Punjad Prese Abatract, Vol.XAXIV July 14,1923. 
66. The Punjab Darpan, July 13,1923. 
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situation in the Panjab, and the under-Secretary of State had 
some apprehension that an attempt might be made to move an 
adjournment of the House in order to call attention to the 
situation in the Panjab and the failure of the authorities 
to deal with 1t.°? 


The situetion was peculiar in 1923. The Sikhs 
generally sympathized with the Babbars and the few who di! not, 
were too afraid to help the government officials.©2 The 
Babbars vere a terror for the loyalist:. The members of the 
Panjab Legislative Couneil like Mian Muhasmed Shah Niwas 
exhorted the Government to deal with the Babbars firmly 
and persecute them forthwith. Bhai Jodh Singh also categorically 
made it clear that the Sikh members ha“ not got any sympathy 
for those who committed crimes.°” Only Eardar Tara Singh, 
M.L.C. criticised the way in which the police adminietrition 
was being carried on in the Panjab. He said, "The police 
surround a village, arrest men and release them. For the sake 
of a few persons, whole villages are besieged at night."”° Under 
these circumstances, the government cculd not be complacent 
anysore. It took strident action agsin:: the Sabbars. The 


67. Home-Politieal, File No,134/11/1923, p.90. 
68. Home-Politieal, File Ho.20C/1926, p.15. 
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weakling among the Babbars and traitors were promised 
luerative rewards. The moderatercieC vas cajoled to bargain 
and dissociate thersselves from the sabbars and finally 
deployment of police and army was also made on war-footing. 


The Babbare were hunted Jixe 4a game. 


The Akali leadership showed willingness to toe 
the governnent line. Even in Mareh,19°3, the Tribune published 
the speech of Chief Secretary, Panjab, Mr.C.D. Craik in which 
he appreciated the Akald leaders for their non-viclent 
adherence, which they had inetilled in their followers by 
their example, propaganda and actions.”' On April 24,1923, 
the $.G.P.C. in one of its comrmuniques completely and 


euphatically dissociated itself from the Habpars, though in 
the same breath it declared that its heart went out in love 


and pity to these misguided Sikhs. 7° The editor of the Civil 
and Military Gazette detected signs of ‘Covert sympathy of 
Akalis' in this communique for the Sabtars. The Sniromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Comsittee in its Gurmata No.7 made it 
Clear that it considered the policy of muriers extremely 
dangerous for the Panth. > Its reply published in the Tribune 
as a rejoinecder to the Civil ani Military Gazette pointed 


71. The Par Legisirtive C P edings,p.1267. 
72. The Tribune, “eptember 27,1923. 
73. The §,9,.P,C. General Comittee (1922-39), 
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to the timely stand te which it ws veering round. It elarie 
fied that the epithet 'Axali' adopted by the Babbars wis 
likeiyte create a wrong imprestion among the people hailing 
from the distant provinces that the Babbare were perhaps 

a section of the Akalis who had get out of eontrcl of the 
5.G.P.C. ami had taxen to viclent methcds, but they were all 
the gane within the Akali organization. It also hoped that 
every momber of the £.6.°.C. would always weicome the 
opportunity to clesr the comlete dissociztion cf his dearly 
eherished oven and non-viclent movement froa any secret and 
violent movement. ”* Snough the Akalis did not nold forth 
the Babbars as fine heroez, yet they showed love ani pity for 
the misgaided {ikhs beeause they thorcht that the Babbars had 
been driven to a eampaign of mad and successful violence by 


the repressive policy of the Panjab Government. 


The Government was trying to widen the clesvarve between 
the Akalis and the Babbar Akalis gradually. It eategorically 
declare? on April °3,1923 that the Babbar Jatha was responsible 
for the miterous attacks on the Lovalists. Then 5.G.P.C. too, 
declared that it hat no link with the Babbars in its declaration 
of April 24,1973. The Panjab Governvent released the ‘Gury | 
Ka Bagh wsorcha' prireners on April 25, on the one hand and on 
the other hand it resorted te repression on the Babbar Akalis, 
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The Goverrment was anxious to dissociate the Akalis from the 
Babbar Akalis.?° The moderate leadership passed another 
resolution on May 29-30,1923 and advised Gurdwara Committees 
ani Akali Jathas to dissociate and keep away the Sikhs from 
those who had taken to violence and forbade to help then. © 
In this resolution the &.G.P.C. pleaded the release of 


religious prisoners and not those of the political prisoners. 


The 8.G.P,C, had issued this statement, repudiating 
the doctrine of violence, on a hint froa the government.” The 
government had assured thes in the bargain that the Akali 
prisoners would be released an’ their other demands would 
also be accepted. ° 


The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee parsed 
a resolution in a general meeting on 29th September 1923 at 
Akal Takhat and once again reiterated its adherence “to the 
settled policy of non-violence” and asked the Akalis "to keep 
up the struggle for God and Guru with vigour and determination 
by all peaceful and legitimate means till complete religious 
liverty is attained." 7? 


Even Fasal-Imam, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
C.1.D., ineharge of the trial of the Babbar Akalis, on behalf 


wit 


* 


7, Master Tara Singh, Meri Yad, Amritrar,19%5, p.6%. 
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of the police, in the court of MrsL.A.Bull, Special Magistrate, 
Lahore, coneeded that the &.G.P.C. had neither instigated the 
Babbar Akali erimes nor had it conspired with the Babbar Akalis. 
Though the British Government in India, in its anxiety to 

crush the Akali movement, tried to dub the Akalis responsible 


8c 


for the acticns of the Babbar Akalis, yet it did not succeed . 
The moderates like ©.B, Mehtab “ingh categoricaily declared 
that there wae absolutely no connection between the Shiromani 
Gurdvara Parbandhak Committee ani the Babbars.°" 


The Babbs he Sik 


The Panjab Government seems to have influenced the 
Central Sikh League az well. Master Sunder ingh Lyallpuri 
who was president-elect of the Special Session of the sikh 
league held on 24th June,1923 expressed the view that the 
Babbar Akali Jathea of the Doaba, which was taking recourse to 
violent methods, wis greatly mistaken in following the path 


of violence. 


Though this Special Session of the Sikh leazue condemned 
the repressive methods resorted to by the bureaucracy under 
the cover of the Babbar Akalis in the Doaba, yet it also 
deprecated the violent activities of the Sabbar Akalis 27 The 
eongrert leadert too, under the leadership of Gandhiji could 


not eschew revoluticnary methods. The secret ~urders committed 
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by the revolutionaries were dubbed as crimes ani were not 


conridered acts of heroism.°> 


rresnr sve 0 me Voverngsen -o Curb the Babbar Akaliss 


Thus the Panjab Government was in a positicn to isclate 
the Babbar Akalis and it gave a free hani to it to renew a 
reign of terror to liquidate the Babbar Akalis. There was 
some basis, therefore, when Master Mota Singh ani the Naujavan 
Bharat Sabha eharged Shiromani Curdwara Parbandhak Comnuittee 
with giving a green signal to the Panjab Government for the 
execution cf the Babbar Akalis,°* The next step for the 
Panjab Government was to apprehend the absconding Babbar:. 
On August 8,1923, it came out with the third proclamation and 
announced the following rewards for the arrest of the Babbars: | 


Karam Singh of Daulatpur B. 3000/- 
Udey Singh and Dhanna Singh &. 2000/— each 
Banta pans? apt gina Dhamian and 
Waryam h of Dhugga fs. 1000/= each 
Dhanna a of Kotli Bawa Dass 
and Anup Singh of Manko fs. 500/~— each 
Bishan “ingh of Mangat B&B. %00/- 


Buta Singh of Pinder Nijjaran &. 200/- % 


The Government adopted repressive measures to extort 
information about the Babbars am check new recruitment to the 
Babbar Jatha. According to one estimate 29 punitive police posts 


4. Home-Political, pepe 929. 
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were set up by August 29,1923 an’ 26 out of these were in the 
Doaba alone.°° These were set up in Daulatpur, Pindori Nijjaran, 
Haripur, Pindori Ganga Singh, Ghurial, Kandhola, Bulhowal, 
Moranwali, Dhamian Kalan, Jassowal, Behbalpur, Chahalpur, 
Eirhala, Moila, Manannhana, Kurki Khas, Patara, Khuradpur, 
Tannauli, Ynakewal, Harkhowal, Panderi Sibi, Massanian, Kanihali, 
Bahli, Kalra, Banga, Jhingar, Aur, Mahal Gehla, Manko, Kot 
Fatuhi and Chandsu, ‘he number of arrest: went on mounting. 
Till August 10,1923, about 4OO Akalis were arrested on the 
suspicion of being Babbar Akalis.°” The Panjab Darpan had 
earlier protested against the arrest of the innocent Akalis 

and besieging of the villages 28 The *Babbar Sher’ in its 

issue of June 28 also wrote that veople were not engaged 

in riotous actions or seditious propaganda and there was no 
necessity for sending the police and military in large numbers .°? 
The poliee aiopted ruthless measures to cull out information. 

It also offered handsome revards.to weaken the sovement. Buta 
Singh was avfested on 14th August,1923 from Dichkot Manko.”~ 


86. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., p.4O. But the 
number of the p tive poste exceeds the figure given by 


him. Also vide Makhsuepuri, ©.5. Babbar Akali Leher: ,OP.cit. 
p.298. Also See, Akali Te Pardesi, May 21,June 1 & 2, 


1923, Pardesi sa, May 19,1923. 
87. The Punjab Darpan, Amritear, August 10,1923. 
88. Ibid., June 15,1923. 
89. The Babbar Sher, Amritsar, June 28,1923. 


90. Vace Interview with Veteran Babbar Buta “ingh at his r e<idence 
at 28-Vasant Vihar, Jullundur, on 20.11.1982. 
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arrested Buta Singh on 14.8.1923 from the house of Kartar 
Singh Diehkot Manko, District Lyallpur. 
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After Santa Singh's confessional statement, were arrested 
Banta Singh of Behbalpur on August 28,1923, Milkhe Singh of 
Moranwali, Basant Singh of Randhawa Masandan, Chhaja Singh 

of Massanian, Bawa Singh an: Udham Singh of Pindori Nijjsran 
on September 1,1923. Jawand ingh was arrested on 3r° 
September,1923. Munsha Singh of Johal on kth September, 

Amar Singh of Rajowal on 6th September, Partap Singh of Sialkot 
District on September 7, Wattan Singh of Ganeshpur and Thakar 
Singh of Bharta on September 9,19°3. Kirpal Singh of Malakwal 
was arrested on 18th Septenber, Narain Singh of Chattiwind on 
19th October and Man Singh of Gujjaranwala District on October 
26,1923. 


But the bicgest blow wae administered to the Babbar 
Akali movement when Anup Singh an important member of the 
Babbar Jatha proved traitor. Anup €ingh had been seduced and 
phayed traitor ar Kabul Singh and Sant Kartar “ingh had done 
earlier. There is but a small step from subline to the 
ridiculous. The Babbars faced their how of adversity with 
heroic courage and blased a new trail. 


Heroic Encounters The first in the series was the Babeli 
earnage. On August 31 91923 & Karam Singh Editor, Udey Singh, 
Bishan Singh of Mangat, Mohinder Singh of Pindori Ganga Singh 
alongwith Anup Singh were going from Domeli to stay at the 
latter plaee till the afternoon of September 1,19°3. It is 
Significant that Dhanna “Singh of Behbalpur an’! Dalipa of 


Dhamian too were with them at Domeli, but Dhanna Singh, sensing 
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some danger from Anup Fingh, declined te go to Babeli. He also 
warned &. Karam Singh to beware of him. When Karam Singh paid 
no heed, Dhanna Singh ant Dalipa left for Narur and the 

others left for Babeli.”’ On the way Anup Singh managed 

to get Karam Singh's permission to see his siek maternal aunt. 
This w:s only a pretext. Actually he used this time tec seni 
his cousin Niranjan Singh to Manko to his unele Bogh Singh to 
execute the plan as already decided, He, himself, went 
straight to Mehar Singh's howse a: Babeli but the Babbars 

had ¢til1 not reached there. He sent Meher Singh to enquire 
about them towards Domeli. Mchar Singh was relieved to see that 
the four Babbars were coming when he told about Anup Singh, 
Karam Eingh told Mehar Singh to send Anup Singh to Shiv Singh's 
house but Anup Singh did not go there on the lame execuse 

of stomach-ache. 


Amip Singh had been seduced by his uncle Bogh Singh 
through his wife and in-laws. He joined the Mabbar Jatha 
in March,1923 and took part in the murdere of Genda fingh of 
Ghurial on 17th April,1923 and that of Falla and Dittu of 
Kaulgarh on May 20,1923. The twin weapons of repression 
and rewards had weakened the spirit of many a Babbar and Anup 


Singh was no exception. 


Amap Singh's message reached Bogh Singh at Manko, 
who immediately contacted Mr. Smith at +, . after covering a 


91. Vide Interview with Inder Singh Kirti of Thandian who told the 
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dietance of 18 miles.” Mr. Smith woke up Mr. Jacob, Deputy 
Commissioner of Jullundur early in the small hours of Ist. 
September,1973 and told him about the information received 
about the whereabouts of some of the principal leaders of 
the Babbar Akali Jatha. Immediately arraniements were made 
in consultasion with Colonel Commanding with a foree of 
cavalry to go round and surround the village of Sabeli where 
the Babbare were lurking. Mr. Smith with captain Maccleary ani 


Mr. Unitte, A.S.P. left in the worning with the cavalry and 


house of Mehar Singh and avoided conjunetion with the Babbars 
who had stayed in the house of Shiv Singh. He had managed to 
damage the ammunition of the mrty except a gun which Karam 
Singh earried with name?” The police reached the village at 
8 a.m. It was Paul Kaur w/O Mehar Singh who shouted that 
the police had surrounded the village. 6n hearing this Anup 
Eingh slipped out of the house in a jiffy. When Karawe Singh 
and | others came to know of it on reaching Mehar Singh's house, 
everything became clear to them. They had become victim of 
Anup Singh's treachery. 


Anup Singh, the traitor, had acted :8 guide tc the 
eavalry. He informed Mr. Smith, Superintendent of Police, C.I.D., 
Punjab that the rest of the Jatha was still in the village and 


92. cna Sunder peers — Akal Lehar, Op .cit.,p.177. 
“aed. | : - etna Wo 9P3.766. 
oh. a ET Bide Hos12/10/192350-59. 
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and requested Smith to put him in a place of safe: a 
Immediately Mr. Emith asked Captain Maeccleary te open fire.” 
Karom Singh cf Daulatpur, too, said his final prayer and tried 
to find his way to the eastern side of the village. He fired 
a shot to escape but the military had surrounded the Babbers. 
Weaponlers, they could not perform miracles. Mr. Smith tried 
to persuade them to surrenier but the Babbar heroee «new 

not how to surremier. They unsheathed their swords and 
compelled Mr. Smith to retreat for safety. For 14 hour the 
grim drama went on?’ Finally the Jabbare rushed to the Gurdwara 
Chaunta Sabib, across a small stream. The police, anxious to 
capture them alive, hotly chased them. When Mr. Smith found 
that the group was trying to swim across a strip of water 
which was too deep to be fordable and were making bid to hide 
in a Clump of reeds on the bank of the stream, the firing 

was, again, started. Captain Maccleary went back to the village 
while Smith's Sowars ascertained whether the Akalis were dead 
or still alive. When the detachment started examining the 
bodies one man suddenly rose to his feet and brandished his 
Kirpan. He attacked a constable and cutting his breeches ran 
to the eastern side of the peninsula in which the Curdwara wae 
situated, © Then again shooting ensued and ell the Jaboars 
died in the shooting. They were indetified as Karam Singh, 


95. Ibid., p.60. 

96. Loc .cit. 

97 Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.p.182. 
98. Home Political, File No.134/11I/1923, p.61. 
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Udey Singh, Mohinder Singh of Pindori Ganga Singh and Bishan — 
Singh of Mangat. True te their word, the Babbar leaders 
fought to the last, but did not surrender. Theirs was 

the first struggle of its kini in contemporary annals ani 

was reminiscent of the traditional Sikh spirit. Truly, the 
brave man falls, he cannot yield. This encounter occurred 

on September 141923." 


Home Department in its le:ter No.2308 of September 3, 
jubilantly informed the Government of India reproducing the 
telegram of D.C.Jullundur which earried the message asf 


undere 


"savas Bounds *iprartet BUS, "gungrse of 
The gang put up 
fight. BA gon i be aoleen- eit to fire with result 
four killed ineluding Karam Singh...Suith showed 100 
great courage ani all deserve highest commendation.” 


Mr. Smith was all praise for Captain Maceleary who surrount ed 


99. Labh Singh Jassowal, Sankhen lave oF! pe hatha 
p.93; Sadhu Singh Patara, Master » iota Singh ti. tit 9 
op.cit., p.503 Dr.Mohimier Singh, the Akal} BIN 
op.cit., Satya M.Rai pic Tradit: on, OPelites 
— seen to be senreset : at out che 2A te. ney mention 

e date of the encounter as August 31,1923. Actually, 
the Babbare had started for Babe i from’ Dowel’ on this 
date. Report of Mr. Smith, vide He PC Leal, Fil 
matt ah ola p53 and ae tte) . 6. 

H.D.Craik, Chief €ecretary “the e Ov ernuent of Punjab 
to Mr.Crerar, Secre to the Government. of India, Home 
Department, vide ee oiits cat File Most [11/73 

p52, sets at res eonfusion abou ate of the 
Pte cy 
100. Home Political, File 13+/11/1923,p.53. 
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the village to make the operation a success. He stated that “his 
equadron consisted of 67 rank and file. The Police sowars 
rimbered 81, one of the cavalry chargers received three shots 

in the neck causing flesh wounds. There was no other casualties 
on our side" Bd 


The Doaba atrocities culminating in the Babeli 
encounter left no one untouched. The ‘Akali Te Pardesi’ 
in its issue of feptember 6,1923 exlled Babeli eneounter a fake 
one and wrote that no one should be killed on suspicion. It 
pointed out that the police should have arrested the offenders and 
had them punished by a regular court of law, O° The *Panjab 
Darpan' expressed pity and sympathy at the death of the Babars. 
It wrote that though the Babbars had followed a wrong path 
yet theirs was a selfless sacrifice. It urged the gcovernaent to 
think eool-headedly what led the Babbare to follow thin path.'°3 
The dloed too boiled in, ape veins of the American Sikhs and 
they collected &. 37,000/- for the relief of the families of the 
Doaba Akalis who had made unique sacrifices. ms 


Even the 8.G.P.C. was roused from slumber. It sent two 
enquiry committees. Phe first Enquiry Comittee comprised 


101. Ibid., p.63. 


XXXIV , September 1 5,1 923, p47. 


103. The Panjab Darpan, September 7,19¢3. 
104, The Akali Te Pardesi, September 18,1923. 
108, The Panjed_ etract, XXXIV, September “3,1923,p.507. 
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& Gureharan Singh, 5.Khazan Singh, £ .MannSingh, 5 .fangat Singh, 
M..C. and Bhad Jodh Singh, ¥.A.'° the Seeond Enquiry Comittee 
consi. ting of €. Surmukh Singh Jhabal, President &.4.D., 5. Gurcha~ 
ran Singh, Secretary, £.G6.P.C., and &.Gopal Gingh of the Alkali 
Te-Payiesi reached Ghurial on Sep-ember 7,1923, but the committee 
was not allowed to inquire and was subsequently arrested, '°7 The 
fact had been conceded by Mr. C.A.H. Townsend, Chief Secretary, 
Panjab, in «a letter to the secretary Government of India, It 

was admitted that the &.G.P.C. sent an enquiry committee to 
Jullundur on 7th July comprising Bhai Khasan Singh, &. Sangat 
Singh and S.Gureharan Singh. It spent a few hours at Jullundur, 
visited Pindori Nijjaran ani recorded some evidence in camera, 
Another ccamittee was appointed in the beginning of September 

1923 consisting of £.Gopal Singh Quami, © farmukh Oingh of 

Jhabel and & .Gureharan Singh Vakil. This committee left 

Amritsar on September 6,1923 and reached Ghurial on 7th 
September. Action was taken against these membere u/s 107 C.P.C., 
but then they crossed into Hoshiarpur. It held enquiries on 

10th and 11 September in Kot Fatuhi, Moranwali ani Sehbalpur. 

The Deputy Comeissioner of Hoshiarpur ordered them to stop 

the enquiry. On their refusal to stop the enquiry they were 
arrested on 13th September, 1923.) 


106. ; Coy Register 
NOoSs Peo 
108. Home Politieal, Fi Ho 4394/1 1/192 p PD+32-935 
Letter No.835 ownshend Chief Secretary 
ma! she Governaent of P Panjab to the Secretary, Governsent 
St ndia,. 
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According to the statcment of 5.Bhag Singh Canadian, 
the enquiry committee consisted of ©. Sarmikha Singh Jhabal, 
§ Gopal Fingh Singh Qaumi, © .Bhag Singh himself, S.Ram Singh 
Judge and &.Gureharan Singh Vakil. It went to Khuradpur, 
Manak, Ghurial, Adampur, Pindori Wijjaran, Rajowal, Pindori 
Mahatman and Shamehaurasi. The people of Shamehaurasi vere 
ec terrore-stricken that they did nct extend any co-operation 
and the wembers of the qnuiry committee had to sleep in an 
animal yard on Gane-trash. Next day, they reached Dhamian, 
Bulhowel, Meranwali and Jassowal. It was here that the 
members of the enquiry committee were arrested, '°? Gopal 
Singh 'Qaumi', a member of the Doaba enquiry committee, stated: 
"when we were going from Moranwali to Jassowal in the 
Hoshiarpur District, where we were arrested, the police 
eonstables were going in front of us and coming in our rear, 
with guns in their hands. We were shocked to hear the tales 
of the Doaba people .... either Gd or the Doaba people know 
how much they suffered at the hands of the police." 9 The 
sting cf the government was very severe. It put every 
eoneeivable hurdle to step the different bodies to institute 
and seni enquiry committees so that ruthless and eppressive 
poliey and the excesses of the police uight not be exposed. 


109. Josh, fohan Singh, His ab ae LEB » op.cit.p.281 e 
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The Provineial Congress Committee had sent Maulwi Lal Hussain 
to ascertain the facts about the Doaba affairs on the spot and 
his findings shocked and stunned the Congress leaders.''' the 
&.0.P.C, also suspected that the Governsent of the Panjab 
wanted to erush the Akali movement under the pretext cf the 


Doaba wurders,! 2 


The high-handedness of the government compelled the 
5.G.P.C. to adonrt a policy which was tantamount to virtual 
surrender. The Babbar Akalis rightly complained that the 
S.G.P.C. = the representative body of the Sikhs - was opposed 
to their activities and was actually obstructing their work 
by withdrawing gewaks for otherwise they would have been 


eounted as an association."' | 2 


The next blow to the Babbars came in the death of 
their valiant lesder, Dhanna Singh. If Anup “ingh's desertion 
at Babeli gave a staggering blow to the movement, the perfidy 
of Jawala Singh Zian further shattered the Babbar strength. He 
was brother of Bela Gingh of Zian a police agent and a spy of 
international notoriety, who had killed Bhai Bhag Singh and 


111. The Aknli-.Te-Pardes ry Auritsar, June 9,1923. 
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and Wattan Singh in Vaneeuvre Gurdwara on September 5,1914, 
in Canada. Jawale Singh head won the confidenee of Dhanna | 
Singh of Behbalpur and posed himself to be inimiesl to Bela 
Singh and often helped the Babbars. After Babeli eneounter, 
he advised Dhanna Singh ani Dalipa of Dhamian to seek 
refuge in the Bar area, away from Doaba. Dalipa went with 
him and weg got arrested on Octeber 12,1923 at Mian Channu 
railway station. On his return, he wee not even suspected 
by Dhanna Singh. Imsteid, he too acted as Jawala ~ingh bade 
him to dc. Jawalea Singh told Dhenna Singh not to stay at 
his house at Zlan #2 polierm kept surweillance over him and 
instead he wee teld to teke shelter in his sug: :reane fields, 
Jawala Singh, ir the meantime, hatehed a plot. Alongwith 
subeinspector Gulsara Singh of Mahelpur poliee Station, he 
wet Superintendent police Horchiarpzr, Mr.A.F. Horton and the 
plot to arrest Dhanna Singh was finalised there ani then. He 
wis to be arrested on 25th October,1923. Finnlising the 
details, Jawela Singh reached Zian on 24th October, took 
Dhanna “ingh on 25th morning and set out for Mannanhana. During 
the first half of night he was kept busy in gossip anid was not 
allewed tc have a wink of sleep. Then he was asked to go to 
sicep. Jawala Singh and his relative Karam “ingh took upon 
themselves the duty of keeping vigil when Dhanna Singh vent 


to bea.) *" Hie weapons were removei and they anxiously awaited 


114, Milkha Singh, Babbar Alald Sangarsh (MSS), Sn.bh, Karam 
Singh yaar brother- miaw of Kartar Cingh bur ro Barrian, 
a member of the Babbar Jatha. He was cousin of Jawala 
Singh. Thus Dhanna Eingh was caught in their net 
without suspecting that his comrades ant their relatives 
were acting in a treacherous menner. 
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the arrival ef the poliee. The police party consisting of 
&O polieenen umier A.F.Horton, ©.P., and Mr.W.N.P Jenkins, 
A.&.P., Hoshiarpur surrounded Karam Singh's Haveli and 
about half a dozen policemen peuneed upon Dhanna Singh. ''? 
He was handcuffed ivwrediately. Mr. Horton was jubilant at 
this prise catch end chided Phanna Singh for having arrested 
him alive. Dhanna Singh's fiery look frightened Horton, who 
ordered Dhanna “ingh te be blindfolded. At thie Dhanna “ingh 
taunted’ him te be too tiazid to do the same himself to a 
wenacled persen. When Horton came nearer, he exploded a 
hand granade which he had hidden under his armpit.’ '® The 
blast idlled Dhanne Singh, nine policemen, and a buffalo.!'” 
It may be sdded that out of these nine policemen, three 
police constables, one heed eonstable ani a Dafedar were 
killed on the spot while * were seriously wounded. Theze 
four ineluded A.F.Harton 5.P., W.H.?, Jenkins, A.&.P., 
Gulzara Singh Sub-Inspector ami one constable. The last 
two died after their arrival at Mahalpur while Mr.Horton 
died of internal haemorrhage in the hospital at Hoshiarpur 
on November 3,1923 and Mr. Jenkins on his way te U.K. at 
Caleutts,''9 The event is matehless and one may search 


115. Home-Political File No, 265/1926,p.112. 


116. Khushwant Eingh, A History @ the Sikhs, Vol.II, 
op .cit., p.206. Gag ee Se 


117. Lac.eit. 


118. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Bat 
op.cit., p.192. 
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history of this region in wain to find a paraliel to it. 


6 OF ne Babba) BvoiVeG in tne bavvar ABA 


Supplesentary 1) 


The active members of the organisation, still at large, 
were Banta fingh of Dhamian, Dhanna “ingh of Kotli Bawa 
Dass and Waryam “ingh of Dhugge. with the assistance of new 
recruits to the movement they committed dacoities at Bassi 
Sohal, ' 19 Waddals Pukhta ond at Dhogri Railway station. They 
were also responsible for a Gaecoity with mirder at Kotli 
Bawa Dase in 4orhiarpur as well as a dacoity at Sangaranwali an 4 
a robbers in Sikandarpur in Jullundur District between the 
middle of October and the first week of December, 1923. 7° 


The dacoity and murder at Ketli Bawa Dass needs 
speeial mention. It took plsce on November 1 3, 1923. Banta 
Singh of Dhamian, Waryam Singh of Dhugga and Dhanna Singh of 
Kotli Bawe Dess, Nikka Singh, Teja Singh and “ian Singh of 
Alowal and Bachint Singh of Dumunda’“' assembled at the well of 
Niranjan Singh. From the well they proceeded to the village 
and attacked Jawala Singh and Nerain Singh, notorious money-lenders 
of Ketli Bawa Dass. Narain Singh was robbed of ornaments and 


119. Babbar A 4 ease fi Meighdy 58. 


120. Home-Political, Department Yi 
The 2ccount is based on the 
Babb..r ages Novement’ prepar 

Abdal Asiz. SW 
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eash and his acccunt books were also burnt but his life was 
spared, while his brother Jawala Singh was murdered for 

his anti-Babbar activities.'““ They eseaped police witeh 
hunt by using Montgomery an Lyallpur distriets as places 

of refuge where they also endeavoured to form branches of 
their movement. '= 3 The police conducted enquiries in the 
Montogomery District where it wis found that Jawala “ingh 

and others had also cosmitted a murder for robbery and the 
nucleus of another Babbar organisation had been formed, '2* This 
was the only group of active Babbars whieh the police failed 
to trap. Once again, the treachery of 4 so-called sympathiser 
proved tragic. 


Myunder Tragedy: On December 12,1923, Weryam Singh 
Dhugea, Banta Singh Dhamian and Jawala Singh Fatehpur Kethi 
were staying in the houce of Jagot Singh of Mander. Be 
informed the officer Ircharge of Adampur police station, 
through Udham Singh, a police eonstable posted at Shar 
Chaurasi, abcut the preenee of the Babbars in his hcuse. 
The police offieer of Adampur police staticn further conveyed 
information to Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Aziz et Jullundur. 
The latter met Mr. W.C. Jacob, Deputy Commissioner, Jullundur 
at about 11.30 a.m. The Deputy Comvissicner, W.C.Jacodb and 
the Suserdintendent of Peliee Mr. Fitzgerald then se+ cut to work. 


122. Bs a: ar Akeali ease, Jus pement, et tll oe Also vide 
avery Book. Bar par Akal; onspiracy Gage, p.273. 


123. Home-Political Departuent, File No.2C0/19265p 317. 
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They, alongwith Khan Bahadur Zbdul Agis, made arrangements for 
& foree of cavalry ani directed it to meet them at Adampur. 
They also arranged for a force of police to come out in 
lorries, while they went on to Adampur to wait for then. 

The cavalry went eross-country to Munder. The Deputy 
Commissioner am! Superintendent of Police as well as chan 
Bahadur fneikh Abdul Asis waited for the police to arrive 

for a considerable time. Finally, theydecided to go to Munder 
with the police fores at their disposal and reached there at 
about 4.30 oom. Mr. W.C. Jacob took position on the southern 
side of the village, while Mr. Fitsgerald was on the northern 
side, Suddenly, firing ensued and several shots passed over 
them. The cavalry was etill at a distance of some 2 miles.'*° 
The Babbare took shelter in th: 'chaubara’ of a carpenter. “he 
police got vacated the whole village. The Babbars were aware 
of their impenting fate, but they remained in high spirits. 
They resounied the sky with the shouts of 'Sat Sri Akal’ and 
declared, in a loud voices, thet they would not surrender, 


The police party then trained a machine gun on the 
Chubara. Some rounds were fired. The Babbar Akelie, who 
possessed two guns and cone revolver, also returned fire. From 
another machine gun, fire wan also opened on the chubaya but 
4% was found impossitle to make ay impression owing to the 
strong position taken up by the Sabbars. These onerations 


125. Paper Book Babbar 1i Conss;irac 9Case,p.767. 
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continued for sometime and it was finally decided to set fire 
to the chubara. The Babbars tried to eseape but two cf thes 
were hit and killed. It was wWaryam Singh of Dhugga who escaped 
after inflicting severe wounds on one of the police eonstables ,126 
He escaped to Daulatpur an‘ took shelter with Surain fingh who 
got the services of a medical practitioner fron Alaulpur for 


his treatsent maintaining perfeét secrecy.” 


Wdaryam Singh Dhugga wie the last of the Babbar heroes 
who created scare in the bureaucratic echelon and created 
panie among the toadies. He made a bid to activise the 
Movement, onee again, after his escape from Munder. He went 
to Lyallpur in Chak No.5% and stayed with his maternal uncle 
Dalel Singh of Sirhala. After sometime he enme back to 
the Doaba. 


There was still some life in the remnant croup as 
evideneed by the commission cf a dacoity at Sherpur Pukhtea 
in Hoshiarpur and another at Bal in Jullundur in the first week 
of February,1 gy, 128 The Babbar Jatha consisting of Waryan 
Singh of Dhugga, Dhanna Singh of Kotli Bava Dase, Nikka Singh 
and Banta Singh of Alowal, Munshe Singh of Samranwan 
ani Surain Singh of Kang Mai went to murder Anant Rem 
of Sherpur but the attempt was without any result as he was 


126. Home Political, File Wo.25/1926, p.117. 


127. Vide letter No.S.Eurain Singh Babbar to the writer, 
dated September 26,1983. 


123. Home-Politieal File No.200/1926,p.17. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Oo 
wet 
> 


not in the village and even his house was found locked. 7? 


A elie to the offenders in these casas was, however, 
quickly obtained and various minor arrests were mais. In 
March, Nani Singh was arrested in Amritear District and a fev 
days later, Dhanna “ingh of Xotli Bawa Dass was captured from 
Sabehraon in Lahore District. 3¢ 


In April 1924, Waryar Singh eseaped to Lyallpur and 
took refuge with Ralla ‘ingh of Diehkot Manko whose sister was 
married to Waryam Singh's cousin (son of Dalel Singh, maternal 
uncle of Waryen Singh). There he organised a group, consisting 
of Naurang Singh of Gurusar Satlani, Sunder Singh Lohke, 

Gujjar Singh of Dhapai, Mukand Singh Jassowal, Nikka “ingh 
of Gill, Falla Singh and Isher Singh of Diehkct Manko. They 
planned to ‘referm' M ohan Singh, headman of Chak Ho.96 and 
consequently attae ked arm! shot him dead. His son, a nephew 


emia farm hand were alro shot dead. 


Waryam Singh alco fell victim to the machinations of 
his relatives, Dalel Singh and kalla Singh on May 21,192%, 
Falla singh infor’ed the Inchar re of Thikriwiia police station 
that Waryam °dngh had taken shelter in the fields of Buta Singh 


of Chak hapai, strtion Sir fFameer (Lyallpur). He was 


129, Milkhs Singh, Babbar Akali Fangarsh (Mee) ,C..47 
is not eorrect about the e of attac«x on Jawahar 
Lambardar of Cangaranwali and Anant Ram of Eherpur. 
Fe olzeer these ineidents in Mareh 192%, 


130. Home-Political File No,200/1926,p.17. 
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sur: ounded by ub-Inspector Gehna éingh, one head constabie 
ani ten constables 31 Waryam “ingh showed marvellous 
Courage anc was able to escape by breaking the police cordon 
inspite of the fact that he was badly wounded. The police 
superintendent suspended the police party dus tc the 
cowardice shown in this seticn. ‘Then 3 squares of land were 
announesd az reward for Wuryam Cingh'!s arrest. '>° Ha took 
refuge with hie reletives who nursed him tiil his wounds 
recoverec. daryam <ingh f:.iled to see thrcugh the game of 
his rel: ieee They continued theiy nefaricus game. they 
informed Mr. Degale, Superintendent of Police on Jane 1,192% 
about the whereabcuts of Waryam Eingh. 13" On 7th June,192h, 
Ralia Singh contacted, Sahib Ditta Mal, a Commission agent 
of Jhang Bazar, Lyallpur tc inform the police and told him 
that waryam Singh had taken refuge in Cha No.5*, in the 
Dera of Mangsi Singh. His weapons were also stolen. Degsie 
arrived with a strong police contingent on June 8, 192% 

at Chak No. 54. waryam Singh was, then, in the fields. Sensing 
some danger he rushec to a hut where he had cept his gun. 
With this single gun, he encountered the police purty. 

He fired shot aftcr shot shutting himself inside the hut. 
Finally he @arme out of the hut and fired two shcte at Cegale, 


131. Partap Singh, Gurdware Fudhar Arthat Akali Lehar,or.cit. 
Peek Je 

132. the Akali, May 30,1974 and Akaid Te Pardesi, June 7,192%, 

133. Gurbachsar Singh, Babbar Akali, op.cit., pp.65=-66. 
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The latter had aimed 6 shote at Wa:yam “ingh but all had 
micfimed. Suddenly, Waryam “ingh jumped at Degale and 
grappled with him. 2° Degale had emptied hir revolver at 
him without any success, Waryam “ingh drew hi: sword and 
wournted him on the right arm. Meanwhile, ‘chib Ditta Mall 
enm= to Degale’s rescue and managed to throw Waryam Singh 

on the croun’d. This struggle came so an and only when Police 
Insveetor, Buta Ram reached the spot. 3° “4_ cleimed to have 
fired four shots at Waryas dingh which left him dead.'37 34 
wae a befitting finale of the Ssabbar herois# in the Bar area, 


With the death of daryam Singh the only operation 
to be undertaken, had been "clearing up" and then there was 
II supplementary case with 38 additional accused ready for 
triai, bringing the total nurber of the accused agsinst whom 
evidence had been collected of active particin:tion in the 
conspiracy to 169 of whcm 8 were still at lurge, they being, 


however, men of minor importance. >° 


Of these accused no fewer than 54 were tiose who 
cerved in the army ari 8 were returned emigrants. The 


enouirice had resulted in the working cut of 32 cases comnitted 


135. Zhe Babbar Sher, Amritsar, June 14,19¢h. 
136. Loec.cit. 
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by the Babbars, besides 9 miscellaneous cases of murder. 
Action was taxen u/s 107 of C.P.C. again:t more than 100 
persons ami 96 cases u/e 216 of I.P.C. were dealt with by a 
special magictrate.'°? During this brief period, the 
Babbars were able to eliminate 147 toadies and traitors 
ineluding policemen. | *° 


the Movement by ambushing the Babbars at Babeli, Munder and 


The police was able to decimate 


Mannanhana. Many of them were arrested. Apart from stolen 
property in the shape of jewellery, the recoveries included 
4 bombs, 6 shotegune, 11 revolvers, 6 swords, 5 ehhavis, 285 
eartridges and one detonator. '*’ They were tried in various 


cases le-ding to the exeeu"icns and long terme of rigorous 


imprisonment. 
The Babbar Trials ani Executions! 


The Babbar conspiracy case was one of the most 
exciting eases in the recent hi:tory. The main Babbar 
conspiracy case against 9 ineluding 17 approvers and 
15 absconders was sent up for trial on August 15,1923. The 
arrests upto the time totalled 226 of whom 104 were precented 
in the court u/s 107 of C.p.c,1? 
August 17,1923 due to the arrest of Buta Singh of Pindori 
Nijjaran on August 14,1923.'¢3 


The ease was deferred to 


139. Loc.ecit. 

140. Home-Politieal Proceedings, File No.2+5/1926,p.111. 
141. Home-Politieal Proceedings, “ile No.200/1926,p.34. 
142. Ipid., p16. 

443. Loe. cit. 
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The “abbarr were tried on charges of criminal 
conspiracy, importation am possestion of arms, ammunition 
an? stealing from wilitery stores, going armed without ea 
licence, murder, attempt to murder, grievous hurt, robbery 
with hurt ani murder in dacotty. Five others i.e. Lakha “ingh, 
Bawa Singh, Bhulla “ingh Kot Fatuhi, Jagat Singh Plahi an‘ 
Goxal Singh Simbli were discharged by the magi: trate. Out 
cf the absconders, Karam Singh Daulatpuri, Udey Singh ani 
Bishun Singh were killed at Babeli on Eeptember 1,1923; 
Dhanna Singh met hie heroie eni at Mannankans on October 25, 
13°33 Jawala Eingh Fatehpur Acthi and Banta Singh Uhasien 
were killed in an encounter at Munder on December 17,1923, 
While Waryam Singh Dhugga was killed on Tune 98,1924. Anup 
Singh Manko, Hasara Gingh Munder and Dhanne Singh Xotli 
Bawa Dass turned approvers. Dalip Singh s/o Labh Singh 
was scoused in the fupplementary Case I (Trial No.II), 
while Nand Gingh Dhariwal wae hanged in ancther case, while 
three were etill at ares.” Amar Singh s/o Natha Singh 
Mandhiani ani Curbachan Singh s/o Mali of Daulatpur and 
one more could never be arrested. Dhanna Eingh of Actli 
Bawa Dass war arrested cn March 27,1924 about a week before 
the Main ani Eupplementary cases were comsitted to Sessions 


Judge, J oKeM.Tapp. ”? Dhanna Eingh became an approver in 


tus, Home-Political Proeeedings, File No.269/1926,p.1. 
145 HomeePolitieal Proceedings, File Ho.200/1926,90176 


ia 
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the Supplementary Care II. Thus there were 6? Babbare who 
were challaned on August 17,1923. ‘The counsels of the 
Babbars were Lala Raghu Nath Sahai engaged by the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and Durga Dass, engaged by the 
Distriet Congress Committee Hoshiarpur to fight the 

Babbar eases.’ "6 
on , while the main case was being inquired into by the 
magistrate with the result that on January 29,1924 another 
Supplementary case involving 36 persons was brought before the 
same magistrate. The eommitting magistrate charged 55 accused 
in the main case and 36 in the supplementary esse. Hoth 

the cases were committed to Sessions on April &, 1924. The 
trial started on June °,1924, in the court of J.K.M. Tapp 
Esq., additional sessions judge, Punjab, at Lahore, with the 
aid of 4 selected assessors. The ease was known as Trial 
No.II of 1924, King Emperor versus Kishan Singh and others th? 
Lala Pindi Dase was Public Prosector. Out of 91 Babbars, nine 
did mot engage any counsel. They totally boyeotted the 

court proceedings calling it a mock trial. Lala Raghu Nath 
Eahai appeared on behalf of 76 Babbars while the government 


engaged Ram Lal, a non-entity to defer 6 Babbars who were 
148 


Investigation of the conspiracy wis still 


not in a position to engage any counsel. 


The manner and the method of the trial wis most unjust 
146. Nahar fingh, Agadi Dian Lehran, op.cit.,).323. 


147. Home-Politieal Proceedings, “jle No,245/1926,p.1. 
148. Nahar Singh, Agadi Dian “ehran,op.cit., pe32k. 
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and it wae rightly condemned by the press. The Tribune, in 
its issue of 10th August,1923, wrotes ‘The trial of the 
Babbar Akalis within the closed doors of a central jail wiil 
lay the government open to further charge that the accused 
were not treated fairly.'"9 It was also held outside the 
district an’ the division. It amounted to discourage the 
defence counsel to produce witnesses freely ani cheaply. 

The exclusion of the press representatives and holding the 
trial in jail and that toc in camera, was interpreted as a 
step to block fair trial. The 'Mation' in its issue of 
August 16,1923, observed: ‘It seeme that the procedure in 
these eases ifs going to be peculiarly novel and unprecedented. 
The eases are not going tc be tried under any particular 
emergeney law, but will be conducted according to the ordinary 
criminal code. If that is the case, we fail to understand 
why the privileges unier the law should not be fully extended 
to the accused. The justice mst precede, may supersede, all 
eoneideratione of political necessity, if any. In thie cxse 
particularly, the need of justice is greater, when it is 
remembered that the procedure unier which arrests vere made 


and evidence was collected was anything but satisfactory. ’°° 


The 'Khalsa’ of August 25, The 'Milap' and the 'Partap' 
of August 20,1923 unanimously condemned the procedure of the 


150. The N n, Lahore, Aucust 16,1923. 
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triel . ‘The Tribune’ in its issue of August 19,1923, comrented: 
"Securing the convietion of the accused persons is not 

the only thing. The government must also see that the trial 

4s properly and fairly conducted ani the public is convinced 

of the guilt of the persons found guilty.'>' 
Civil ani Military Gazette’ also criticised the official 
etand as it was likely to give ground to the enemies of the 
government to spread rumours whieh eould be scotehed by full 


The pro-government 


publicity alone. 


The criticism of the press failed to affect the course 
of the trial to any appreciable extent. The Judge allowed, 
despite crown counsel's objections, the admittance of the 
press, provided the gentlemen writing to representing newspapers 
satisfy the court of their bonafides. '9° They were also 
debarred from publishing reports without serutiny by the court. 
The conduct of the National Press was not also worthy of 
ite name. None took the trouble of sending reports highlighting 
the facts. The false statements of the witnesses obtained 
by the police under duress were gullibly accepted.'°> Jathedar 
Kishan Singh Gargaj in his 125 page statement, too, brought 
to light the attempts of the police to throw dust in the eyes 
of justice by hoodwinking the court ani producing false fae 


151 The T » Lahore, Augurt 18,1923. 

152. Ibid., August 30,1923. 

153. Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akali,op.cit.,P.17- 
154. Ibid., 1.138. | 
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Ho also castigated the S.G.P.C. for its indifference to the 
Babbar Akalis and ite failure to enquire the truth. He 
maintained that it could have verified the facts from three 
of its members, namely, &. Dalip Singh‘Sadhara, ©. Udham 
Eingh{Jandoo Singha and Subedar Amar Singh*sDnaliwal, who 
were also arrested in thir ease. The indifference of 
the Akali Dal and the &.G.P.C. gave free hani to the 


ee 
Governaent. \’” 


Mr. J.X.M. Tapp, Additional Sessions Judge, Lahore, 
dalivered his Judgement on February 28,1925, awarding death 
sentence to 5, lifeesentence to 11 and various terms of 
imprisonment to 38 others, while only 34 were acquitted. ’°° 
Three of the accused, namely, Amar Singh and Sadha Singh of 
Pindori Nijjaran, and Waryam Eingh of Kot Patuhi died during 
the trial. 


The judgement was very harsh. The appeal was filad 
in the 4igh Court. The judges of the High court who heard 
the appeal, were Mr. Broadway and Mr. Harrison. They delivered 
their judgement on January 19,1 926! a? avarding death-sentence 
to 6 and life-sentence to thirteen. About 29 were sentenced 
to various terms of imprisonment while 40 were acquitted.’° 


155. Ibid oy pe1h0. 


156. Partap Singh, Gurdwara Sudhar Arthat Akali Lehar, Bt. it. 
Diu Also vide, Milkha “ingh, Babbar Akali fangarsh(Mze), 


4° 
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The petitions were filed for mercy to the Covernsent of India 
on and vefore February 18,1926. The Counsel of the Babbars 
based his ease on the followingjrounds: 


1. The mcevement which eame into existenee in 1922 has 
been totally exterminated by this time. 


2. Eight of the accused were «illed at Sabeli, Mannanhana etc. 
3. Twenty two tendered pardon an’ were mde approvers. 
4%. Almost all the accused connected with the Babbar 

Akali Movement had made confessions to the police.’ 


5. Some 70 persons mace confessions. 


But the petitions for merey were rejected as the 
Government cf India considered the conspiracy at one of the 
moet sericus menace to the public safety and the Coverncr- 
General observed that a very strong case would be required for 
interference which certainly did not exist, '6° 


On February 17,1%6, Lala Raghu Nath Sahai had 
received a telegram from the Jovernment of India that execution 
of death sentenee had been postponed and their petitions were 
umer consideration and it was added that any petition in 
thie regard be filed upto February 20,1926, '°" Despite this, 

6 Babbars were sent to the gallows on February 27,1926. OF 


159. Home Politieal X.W.II, File No.245/1926,p.11. 
160. Ibid., p.2. 
161. The Akal{-Te-Pardes{, Amritsar, February 26,1926. 


162. The Sancat, March 7,1926. 
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The Sher-i-Panjab!, in its issue of March 7, urged its 


inves tigation. © 


fix Babbars executed on February 27,1926, were €.Kirchan 
fingh Birring, Karam Singh Haripma, Babu Santa Singh of Chhoti 
Herion, Narn! Singh Ghurial, Dharam Singh Hayatpur and Dalipa 
of Dhamian. At firet, the jail authorities refused to hand 
over their dead bodies to their relatives, but the public 
pressure ani fervent requests of fardar Bahadur Mehtab cingh and 
Sardar €ardul Singh Caveeshar led to the reverssl of the official 
decision. The dead bodies were handed over to the claimants at 
about 2 a.m. on February 28,1926 and those were consigned to the 
flames in the rear of Gurdvara Dera Sahib, on the banks of the 
Ravi. 


The 'Akali-Te-Pardesi' ani the Sangat' gave a detailed 
and exhaustive report of the Babbar executions. §&. Kishan 
Singh, Babu Santa Singh and Dalipa Dhamian were hanged at 
3 minutes past 8 a.m. on 27th February,1926, while the second 
bateh consisting of ©. Nand Singh, &.Karam Singh of Haripur 
and Dharam “ingh of Hayatpur vere hanged 7 minites past 9 a.m, 


the same day. 1% 


The execution of the Babbar Akalis led to widespread 
resentment. The Babbars were glorified ani were considered 


163. The Sher-i-Panjab, Lahore, March 7,1926. 
164. The Sangat, Lahore, 7 March 1926. 
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martyrs for the national cause. All those parties, which 
failed the Babbars in the hour of their peril, invited seathing 
public eriticism. The Akali-Te-Pardesi' observed that on the 
day of Holi when waunds of red colour had been poured on the 
the participants, the Babbars had also made the mother earth 
red with their blood.’© 6. Mangal Singh, cditor The Akali- 
Te-Pardesi! wrote: "What the Babbars did may be right or not, 
but one thing is certain that the common people consider 

their executions, an act of sacrifice for the country. They 
have been sent to the gallows because they wanted to liberate 
the country in their own particular way 7166 The *Akali? 
considered “7th February,19°6, a bloody day and remarked that 
it would be remembered for ever in the annals of India because 
by the Babbar sacrifices, India had come nearer the goal of 
Independence. '°7 According to the "Kirpan Bahadur" , the 
government had further poured salt on the wounds of the Sikhs 
by executing the Babbars Akalis. | The “Babar Sher", in its 
issue of March 5, 1926, considered 27th February, as a doomday 
for India. It observed that the 8.G.P.C. ani the Sikh League 
had committed a grave blunder in condemning the programme and 
policy of their brethern. Had the Akali Dal and the &.G.P.C. 
not showed indifference to the Babbar Akalis, these bodies 
would not have been declared unlawful by the Panjab Government 


165. The Te Pardesi, Amritsar, 3} March,1926. 


166. Ibid., Mareh 4,1926. 


167. The Akal pig ed hp Leg tog bree er Repers or 
bd DUD Pas 87K ‘OR: , we. a : 1326, 
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Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


266 


ani the Sikh Panth vould not have been caught in the bureaucratic 


snare x 69 


The *Qaumi Dard! of Mareh 5,1926 was very bold in its 
comment. It observed that neither death nor transPoxtation 
for life would improve the situation. It eoneluded that the 
remedy lay in the setting up of a responsible government 2° 
Even 'Zamindar' considered the executions most unstatesmanlike.'”’ 
The Editorials of many a newspaper did not obsolve the Sikh 
masses and the leadership of their guilt because their weak 
policy was responsible for the sad plight of the Babbars. The 
*Hindustani', in its issue of the 7 Mareh,1926, squarely laid 
blame on the eountrymen and wrote: "It is we who are responsible 
for the execution of the patriots” .17° S. Karam Singh’Jhingar, 
who was undergoing life-sentence in this case, wrote to the 
‘Desh-Sewak' ,Jullundur: ‘The exeeution of the valiant Babbar 
Akalis is ascribable to the indifference of the selfish 
leaders of the comunity. If Master Mota Singh Akali, the pride 
of the community and Baba Kharak Singh, the uncrowned king of 
the Sikhs, had been ot of jail, the tyrants would not have 
lecked askance at these deceased patriots.*'73 


169. The Babbar Sher, Amritear, Mareh 5,1926. 

170. The Qaumi Dard, Amritsar, 5th March, 1926. 

171. The Zamindar, Lahore, March 5,1926. 

172. The Hindustani, Lahore, March 7,1926. 

173. Vide the Desh Sewak, Jullundur, March 18, 1926. 
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The parting message of Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargaj 
was equally inspiring and left no doubt about the aims of the 
Babbar Movement. He said, "Convey my message to the nation 
that nothing will be obtained from the government by begging. 
Only sacrifices will avail."'™ He bade Eat Sri Akal to the 
"Sarbat Khajlsat These executions failed to curb the Babbar 
spirit. 


There was ancther ease in the court against the Babbar 
Akalis, namely Babbar Akali conspiracy case fupplementary II, 
called crown v/s Nikka Singh ani others. Its inecharge was 
C.I.D., Inspector Lala Buta R-s. 


On 27th Mareh, Dhanna Eingh Kotli Bawa Dars was arrested 
from Sabhraon Police Stationpatti, District Lahore. He was 
interrogated by the C.I.D. and his confession led to many arrests! ”9 
Ralla Singh's betrayal also led to the disclosure of the Uabbar 
action at Chak No.96 where Waryam Singh Dhugga and his group 
shot & persons/ead. The police arrested Nikxa Singh?Gill, 

Naurang Singh Gurusar Eatlani, Mukund Singh Jassowal, Gujjar 
Singh “hapai, funder Singh Lohke and Isher Singh Dichkot Manko. 


1m. Vide the Sangat Lahore, March 7,1926. 


175. Buta Singh, Ba Teh 282, mentions the 
the foll .as hm! Sabhraon, Gurdit Singhh, 
Alipur Guddas Pala & inghwala; Nik«a Singh 
Teja Dingh, Gian Singh, Divan Singh ani Banta Singh Riowals 

in; Dhanna Singh and Chhajja fingh, 

Khaira Majjhas; Man Singh, Surain Singh Kang Mai; Bhan 

Singh ant Labh Singh Randhawa Massandan; Rurra Bassian; 

Surain Singh Daulatpurs; Udham Singh Sursa-un-Niseis 

Shiv °ingh Kuthar; Kartar €ingh Mokha; Bachint Singh and 

Lachhman Singh Dumunda; Lal Eingh Raipur Rasulpur; Munsha Sing 

Samranvan; Bhola Singh Dhamian; Bhola Singh and Diwan Singh | 

Adhkare Kathe; Kishan Singh Sandhera; Sadhu Singh and 

Gurd..s Singh of Kotli Bava Dass. 
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The case was heard by the trying magistrate Lala Sonr: Ram. 
Except Ralla Singh all the witnesses were of the main Babbar 
case. Dhanna Singh shaira Majjha died during the trial, while 
Rattan Singh, Diwan Singh Aihkare Kathe, Pala Singh, Lal Singh, 
Ghilam Fasul, Nand Singh, Naurang Singh, Banta ingh and 
Gurdas Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass were let off.'”© 


In Mareh,1925, Lala Sant Ram, committed the ease to the 
sessions Judge.' 7? Some of the Babbars like Hazara Singh of 
Munder and Harbakhash Fingh of Jassowal were involved in the 
main Babbar case. Hazara Oingh was an approver who turned 
hostile and Harbakhash Singh was an absconder. The Sessions Judge, 
Mr. &.8. Harris, held the trial in camera, at Lahore. All the 
accused denied the charge levelled against them. The Judge 
delivered his judgement on February 28,1926 and awarded death 
sentence to 73 nineteen were sentenced to various terms of 


imprisonment. Only 2 were acquitted. li 


Then, an appeal was filed in the High Court. The 4eneh 
consisted of Justice Broadways ani Justice Harrison. Out of 
7 who were condemned to death in the lower court, decision was 
changed only in respect of Ishar Singh. Out of others Harbakhash 
Singh, Bhan Singh, Labh Singh ani Sadhu Singh of Sandhara were 
asquitted. 


176. Ibid., p.286. 


177. Milkha Singh, Uabbar Akeli Sangarsh(mss),p.&55. 
178. Vide the Aknli-Te-Pardesi, March 3,1926. 
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The six Babbars, namely NWikke Singh of Alowsl, Sunier ingh of 
tohke’7?. Banta Singh of Curusar Batleni, Nikka Singh of 0411, 
Mukand Singh of Jassowal and Gujjar Singh of Dhapa i were 

sent to the gallows on February 27,1927 and were cremated the 


same day in the cemetery of Shahnwmu's garden, at Lahore. 19° 


Nikka Singh Alowal was awarded death sentence on the 
charge of murdering Jawala Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass on November 
13,1923, while others vere held guilty for the murders comitted 
at Chak No.96.'>" 


The prominent Babbar Akalis in this case who were 
sentenced for life included Hazara Singh of Munder, Bhola 
Singh of Dhamian, Bachint Singh of Dusunda, Udham Singh of 
Sura-un-Nisei, Surain Singh cf Daulatpur, ©” Gurdit Singh of 
Alipur Gudde'®3, Gian Singh of Alowal, Bhola Singh of Adhkare 
Kathe, '©* Kishan Singh of Sandhara, Surain Singh of Kang Mai, 
Munsha Singh of Samranwan, Banta Singh of Alowal, Diwan 
Singh of Alowal, Tej Singh of Alowal and Ishar Singh of Dichkot 


Manko. 
179. nec PN, who'ts Whe of Indian Martyrs, Delhi, 1969, 
p. 350 


180, Milkha ®ingh, 
vide, Agasi, March 1562 pet 3. 


181. loc cit. 


182. Vide letter of Surain Singh, dated 26th September, 1983 
to the writer, 


183. Chopra, P.N., Who's Who of Indian Martyrs, op.cit., p.125. 
19. se Singh, Who's who Panjab Freedom Fighters ,op.cit., 
Pe e 


» (mss), p.455. Also 
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The nature of this ease has been much misunderstood. 
The court kept it separate from the Babbar case. Sunder Singh 
Makhsuepuri in his 'Babbar Akali Lehar', had toed the court 189 


Shiv Singh of Haripur, °° Herait Singh of Jassowal’®” also 


188 189 


harp on the same strain whereas Buta Singh, Milkha Singh 
ani Surain Singh of Daulatpur’™ emphatically call them Babbars. 
Khan Sahib Sheikh Abdul Asis also termed it as Babbar 
eonspirscy case, Supplementary II BL A Though there were certain 
dacoits whe were included in the case by the police to defame 

the Babbars, but that was always the plank of the police ani 

it could not detract the value of their sacrifice. Rightly, 
Editor of the ‘Akali-Te-Pardesi' & Mangal Singh called it the 
Babbar Supplementary ease, | * and observed that the judgement 

in the case was very harsh. Eardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar also 


called it the Supplementary Babbar Akali case.’ ”- 


The Babber Saga did not come to an end with these 
executions. The Babbare inside the jail defied the rigours 


185. Makhsuspuri, &.&., Babbar FE, OPoClite pp 352. 


186. Vide Shiv Singh's letter, dated October 4,1983 to the 
writer. 

187. Mv his tape-recorded tal« with the writer on September 8, 
1983. 


188. Vide his interview wit: the »riter on 20.11.82. 
189. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Saingarsh(mss) ,p.55. 
190. Vide his letter to the writer on Eeptember 26,1983. 
191. Home-Deott.(Politieal)File 200/1926,p.34. 

192. Vide the Akali Te Pardesi, Lahore, “arch 4,1926. 
193. Vide the Sangat, Lahore, March 7,1926. 
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Of the jail with valiance, while outside, their exploits onee 
again resounded the air for a long time. 


Ailes: They continued their struggle 


even inside the jails. For them stenes did not make a prison. 
They defied the unjust jail rules with the same courage as they 
had ehallenged the toadies, on April 26,1925, the Babbarr resorted 
to hunger-strike. It continued for 14 month ani was a sequel 
to the maladyinirtretion of Lahore jaar." Razara Cingh of 
Mumier, Bhola Singh of Dhamian, Karter Singh of Domeli, Kartar 
Singh of Pinderi Nijjeran, Chhaja Singh of Massanian, Amar 
Singh of Rajowal, Bachint Singh cf Dunnda, Ram Singh of Musara 
Kalan, Thakar Singh of Bharta, Bhole Singh, and Partap Singh of 
Chhabilpur joined the hungor-strike. 2? The strike was called 
off only at the intercession of &. Buta Singh, N.L.C., Panjab. 
He promieed to take up the ease for the reform of jails in the 
Counei1.' Hasara Singh of Munder and Bhola Singh of Dhamian 
were challaned for this offenee ani were sentenced to one year's 
additional term and were transported to the Multan jail. They 
continued the hunger-strike, there, too. Agein, they were 
shifted to Montgomery jail and their sentence was increased 


by one year, here as weir, 97 


In September ,1926 Bhai Karam Singh of Jhingar, Dalip 


19%. Vide the Siyasat, Lahore, May 22,1926. 


495. Bachint Singh and Bhola Singh were eceused of the Babbar 
conspiracy case Supplementary II, while otl.ers were of the 
main Babbar ease. 

196. The Babbar Sher, Ss 318t. July,1976. 


197. Makhsuspuri, § EE ., 78, ¢ op.cit., p 0264065, 
Also vide Buta Singh brik( mse) ,p.*73. 
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Singh of Manak, Hardit Singh of Jassowal anid Kartar Singh of 
Gondpur, ete. went on hunger-strike again in Multan jail 

as a protest against the maladninistration of the jail and 
dli-etreatment of the prisoners. The Babbar s who went on 
hungerestrike, were 12 in all. After 28 days of hunger strike, 
Hardit Singh of Jaseowal and Dalip Singh of Manak were given 
the punishment of 30 canes each. Partap Singh, Yhola Singh of 
Adhkare Kathe (IT funrplementary Case) and Sunder Singh were 


sent to Indoman-Nicobar islands as a seasure of coercion. 


The account of hunger-strikes is an ample proof 
of the Babbar dauntlessness. O- November 16,1976 the prominent 
Babbars like Karam Singh of Jhingar, Kartar fingh of Domeli, 
Shiv Singh of Haripur, Ujjagar Singh of Bisrampur, Dalip Singh 
of Manak, Hardit Singh of Jaseowal, Man Singh of Gujjaranwala, 
Kartar Singh of Gondpur, Banta Singh of Daulatpur, Surain Singh 
of Kangmai, Surain Singh of Daulatpur, Gian Singh of Alowel, 
Udhaw Singh of Sura-UN-Nissi and Bhola Singh of Dhamian went 
on hunger strike, ) 72 The Babbars were threatened with dire 
eonrequences and some of them were even deported to "Kualee 
Paani" but nothing could deflect thes. The strike was eslled 
off only on January 20,1927 when some of their demands were met. 


In 1929, &. Bhagat Singh went on hunger-strike to seek 
special elass for the politieal prisoners in jails. &. Sunder 
Singh Makhauspuri, Karam Singh of Jhingar, Kartar Singh of 


198. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akal{ Sangafh (2s) ,pp.459-60 
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Gondpur, Thakar Singh of Bharta and Sachint Singh of Dusunda 
also vent on hungerestrike to support his eauve. It continued 
for 34 monthe. The Babbers got an addition of one year in 


their jail term ani were transferred to Montgomery jail.'?? 


After sometime the Babbars were sent to Multan jail. 
Here again they had to go on hunger-strike as a protest 
against the harsh treatment meted out to Harnam Singh Chamak 
of Ahmedgarh daceity fame. The Babbare who went on hunger- 
strike ineluded Bachint Singh of Dumanda, Bhola Singh of 
Kathe Adhkare, Piara Singh of Dhamian, Mardit Singh of Jassowal, 
Karam Singh of Jhingar and Thakar Singh of Bharta. This 
eccurred in 1930.°°° rhe Superintendent of the Multan jail 
was ineorrigible. The jail authorities found a way out only 
by transferring the Babbars to the Montgomery jail back. 


In 1932, again confrontation took place with jail 
authorities ani as a result of this &. Karam Singh of 
Jhingar and Kartar Singh of Gondpur were sent to Lahore 
jail, while Bachint Singh of Dusunda and Thaker Singh of 
Bharta were transferred to the Multan jail, leaving Sunder 
Singh, Makhsuspuri alone in the Montgomery jail till 1937.7°" 


In 1938, the Babbars went on hunger-strike again to 
affect their release as they had undergone complete term of 


199. Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh. Babbar Aka}i Lehar, op.eit.p 287. 


200. The Delhi, November 1982, pp.¥0-42, 
rh @ Makhsuspuri, E.6., Babbar Akal: 
Pe @ 


201. Tbid., p.287, 
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imprisonment. Sunder Singh of Makhsuspuri, Sachint of Dumnda 
ani Udham Singh of Sura-un-Missi continued their strike for 

2 months ia Karam Singh of Jhingar died on the day of 
release 1.@. on April 8,1938. &.Sunder Singh was the last 

to be released in December, 1938.°°> 


But no aecount of the Babbar struggle in jails wili 
be complete without a referenee to the indomitable spirit 
with whieh Sardar Hasara Singh of Munder escaped by digging 
a A feet long tunnel in the Montgomery gai.2™ 
from the jail ise nothing short of ainriller. How he was able 


His escape 


to cut 36 strong iron bars which fettered his legs, staggers 
imagination, That he managed to perfcre this feat with the 

aid ef cotton thread and that too within a span of four 

days, would always remain ea mystery. He could be arrested only 
when he had covered a distance of +5 miles. 


202. Ivid., p.289. 
203. Ibid., p 290. 


20+. Gargaj, Arjan Singh, pelvariee fom trier tc po1kO. The 
account of hon escape varies from writer to writer. Labh 
3a Tawarikh Bat x Akal | Op Gite, poiks 
“Tengtt of the % eet whereas the 


mune, May 25,1903 on the basis of an interview 
= Bings gives the length of tunnel as 250 feet. 
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Vill 
EEQUEL TO THE MOVEMENT 


Sueh feats of indomitable spirit patrictie fervour 
and manifold sacrifices of the Babber Akalis had created an 
aura cof reverence. No doubt, the movement was crivpled ani 
it began to fade out but the government had failed to wipe 
out the Babbar Akalis from existence. The Babbar Akalis 
continued to operate, for a considerable long time, even 
after 19°27. 


The people amd the parties were irresistibly drawn) 
towards the Bub var Akalis. They had evoked sympathy from 
all quarters. The ‘Babbar Sher!’ was the first tc appeal 
to the Central Sikh League’ to create a fund to help the 
families of the Babbar Akalis and raise a memorial, thereof.’ 
The Jhabaliiparty organised a diwan at Bolina in memory of the 
Babbar heroes.” The Sikh League appealed for &. 1,25,000 
for the ‘Desh Bhagat Qaidi Parwar faheik Fund! in its session 
on April 3-4, 1926 at Lahore and viewed the Babbar executions 


1. The Babbar Sher, Amritsar, March 15,19°6. 


2. Home-Politiceal, Proceedings, File Ne.113/1V/1926. It 
was a group of the Akalis led by three brothers, namely 
S. Amar Sing’, & .Sarmukh Singh ani &, Jaswant Singh 
of village bal vistrict Amritsar. 
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with horrors .° The *Kirti' gave wide publicity to an 

apes: 1, for the funds, made by Kartar Singh of Latala, 
Seeretary Desh Bhagat Parwar Sahaik Committee." The 'Akali- 
Te Pardesi’, the ‘Kirpan Bahadur! of March 4,1926, the '2Qaumi 
Dard' and the 'Zamindar’ of March 5,1926, and the ‘Desh Sewak' 
of March 11,1926 and various other periodicals not only 
condemed the government action in executing the Babbar Akalis 
but also eulogised their selflessness and patriotism.” Various 
Sikh Organisations in Canada and the J.£.A. also xlopted 
resolutions of sympathy. The Canadian and American Press 


Society genereusly contributed to the Desh 
, 6 
Eghaik Fund. 


In fact the Babbar Movement was charismatic. The 
contemporaries kept the Babbar torch lit by celebr: ting ‘the 
Babbar day!. In 1928, Balwant Singh Dukhia of village Bains, 
Arjan Singh ‘Sach! of village <haraudi and Master Kabul Singh 
of Gobindpur underwent 3 years’ imprisonment for the offenee of 
celebrating the Babbar day.’ Master Mota Singh, who was released 


3. Loe. cit. 

4. The Kirti, Amritsar, July 20,1926. 

5. lenninnngp anna nanemipnpeN Pp o113-37. 

6. e-Polities}, F Me, File No.200/1926, pp.2 10=11. 
7. Makhsuspuri, ©.6., Babbar A har, op.cit., p.299. 
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on June 23,1929, was sore at the short-sighted ani weak-kneod — 
policy of the Akaliswhieh added te the Babbar difficulties. He 
praised the Babbar heroiem without reservation.© He convened 
a eonferenes of the Babbars in 1938 in Gurdwara Bandagarh. ” 

All the Babbare who had undergone jail terms for the national 
Cause were given 'saropas’ there. During 1936-0 a ‘Babbar 

ahadu 1di Bung: Was also built under the supervisicn of 
Sant Hari Singh Xaharpuri and the contributions were generaly 


given by the American and Canadian Sikhs, '° 


But the Babbar story will be incomplete if the exploits 
of the Babbars during late twenties and thirties are not 
enumerated. They form an important segment of the Babbar saga. 
Safhnu Singh of Sandhara's exploits are singularly unique and 
deserve top priority in order ef chronology. He was himself 
involved in the Babbar conspiracy case, supplementary II i.e. 
erown v/s Nikka Singh and ethers but he was acquitted in 
1927," He was cut to the quiek when he learnt that the wife of 
Surain Singh of Daulatpur, and the widow of Banta “ingh of Dhamiah® 


8. The Babbar Sher, Amritsar, June 28,1929, 
9. The Gurdwara vas in Master Mota Singh's villace 
Patara, vide Interview of Kartar Singh of Pindori Nijjaran 
to the writer, on 9th September,1983. | 
10. Makhsuspuri, ¢ o&., Babbar. 2.25! ehar, op.cit. 
and Partap Singh, Gurdwara Gudhar Arthat Aka) 
OP Cite, pee. 
11. Milkha Cingh, E rsh (MES) ,p.¥§5. 


12, He was killed at Munder on 12 December, 1923. 


31415. 


PP e 
pha. 


tee aon. 
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had been kidnapped by Jagat Singh of Xadhiana and fucha 

Singh of Sandharwal, respectively. Sadhu Singh felt agonised 
eat the disgraceful acts of depraved men ani women. He, with 
the heip of Bishana and Mehnga from fusan, first, murdered 
Jawala Singh of Kathian, who had falsely implicated him in 

@ case at the instance of Sub-Inspector Aga Khan of Hoshiarpur. 
Then he decided to do away with the despicable Jagat €ingh 

and others. He said ‘ardasa’ in a Curdwara and murdered 

Jaget Singh, his cousin, a vamp, Banta Singh's widow and 
Lambardar of the village. '> He also did away with Sucha 
Singh of Sandharwal alongwith Banta Singh Dhamian's widow who 
was living with him. He also murdered a toady captain for his 
nefarious activities, '* &. Sadhu Singh of fandhara was 
arrested with the connivance of Labh Singh and Bhan Singh of 
Randhawa Masandan (Jullundur) in complicity with their brother- 
inelaw Bhola Singh cf Haripur who lived in Bar area. Labh 
Singh and Bhan Singh became approvers and divulgei the facts 
about the murders of Jagat Singh, Sucha Singh and others in the 
ecurt. fadhu Singh was aware that they did nct know about the 
wurder of Jawala Singh Xathian. £&o, when the evidences in this 
case were over, he managed to e211 one Sadhu Singh, who had 
become a mendicant, and told him about the place where the 
corpse of Jawala “ingh lay buried. He also persuaded him 

te give evidence to the fact that Labh Singh, Bhan Singh ani 


13. Labh Singh Jassowl, cankhep Tawarixh Babbar Akali, 
, OP eCites Pol 3G—41, 


14. Makhsuspuri, funder Singh Babbar Akali Lehai, op.cit.,p.307. 
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fa 4hu Singh of Sandhara had murdered Jawala “ingh. As 

& result, Labh Singh and Bhan Singh were also implicated in 
‘the murder of Jawala Singh and they eculd not eseepe as 
approvers, They, alongwith Eadhu Singh were also sent te the 
scaffold on May 16,1931. °° 


Rattan Singh Kakkar'’s exploite are also notable and 
deserve special mention. He was inspired by Karam Cingh of 
Daulatpur. He, too, like him, began to eollect arms but his 
efforts were foiled by a toacy, named, Sikandar of Mehatpur 
who got him arrested. He was sentenced to 5 years’ imprisonment 
under illicit Arms Act. During the Babbar Akali movement he 
eould not play any part. ‘when he was released he aguin began 
to manufac:ure bombs and also hurled some bombs on the poliee 
Stations of Garhshankxar and Balachaur. © Consequently, he was 
arrested and wis senteneed to 20 years’ term of imprisonment 
in 1931. He escaped from police custody, on Apiil 23,1932 
with ten othe: prisoner:, after attacking the escort party 
in the train at Narwana, @ raliway Station, necr Bhatinda.'? 
The Head constable, inchargc of the police party was killed 


@ 


15. Labdh Singh, & ‘AMSEC. Ts eg | tends op.cit., pot, 
But 'iliha Sing Y Pardor n, in his interview 
with the writer on 16th November,19683 and Buta “ingh, 
Babbar Akali Pehrik (MSS), D350. hold only Shola “ingh 
responsible for his arrest and do not agree with Labh 
Singh that Labh “ingh anc Bhan Singh were his accomplices, 


16. Gurbachan fingh, Babbar Azali, ov.cit.,p.7?. 


17. Harbhajan Singh, 
op .cit., p86. 
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on the spot. Then ensued 2 grim struggle of nide and seck 
attenied with nightearish experie nees. In 11 days after 
covering a distance of 140 miles he reached his village, 
Fakkar. To avoid pelice net he moved from olece to place. He 
was surrounded in Jamalpur village, cn April 26,1932. Then, 
he took shelter in a Gurdwara near Gurna Station after wounding 
@ person who was chasing him. On May 7,1932 he was -een 


18 the government announced a 


19 


mear sum, Jistrict Ludhiana. 
reward of s. 3,000/- for his arrest, ~ subsequently increased 
to &. 10,000/- and 10 squares of land.-° The lure of the 
reward, turned his relatives into police informers. A 
son-inelaw of his paternal aunt, with whom he was staying in 
Rurki Sainian, now called Rurki Khas, became an informer .”' 
He deprived him of the ammunition and also informed the 
police. aA large contingent of policenen beeieged the village. 
He took shelter in the hcuse of Ganda Singh which wea 


immediately put on firm. Rattan Eingh exchanczed fire. He shot 


18, Nahar Singh, Agati mean enran, OD eCite, p.330. 
19. Nijjar, Ry: es ; Pel 9 and 


Chopra, PeNey i Je1hi,1973, 
20. p.302. 
20. The P bi Tribune, Chandigarh, Ist.April,198°?. 
21. Vite Home-Political, File Hoes | 48/3/1933. Di e101H102, 
ecntaining Par 3 betta, 51 Rakxaranwala mentioned 


| ngt trayed .— is iend, Mihan. 
The account highlights the ain of the Babbars . He telis 


his sister (an imaginary dialogue) that: '! have taxen up the 


eword of Dharama ... I did not plunder anybody ... My 
jatha w:s doing a righteous deed... I am the brave lion 
of the -oaba. I wili suffer hardships to make the world 
a happier place to live in.!'. 
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dead three nolicemen including Hesi-Constable Abdul Fahim 

arm constables —- Bhagat Cingh ami Udham Singh. One Hazara 
Singh /0 Attar Singh of the village was also killed.~ Fattan 
Singh, himself, was also mortaiiy wounded. Death tc the 

Babbar wae more honourable than surrender. He fell a martyr 
to the cause on 15th Juiy,1932.°°> Isher Singh, Genda Singh 
and Pritam 4aur were arrested by the police for the offence 

of giving shelter to Cattan Singh ani they were awarded 3 

years’ term of imprisonment, each. A punitive fine of 2s. 8000/= 
wae imposed on the villagers. Even the pensions of the 


pensioners of the villagers were also forfeited. ale 


The memorable develooment “Ss a sequel to the movement 
was the cenrseless efforts to do away with the notoricue toadies 
and traitors with perfect acumen and secrecy, Bela Singh of 
Zian, whe had left Vaneouvre after murdering ani betrsying his 
eoewreligionist:, was hacked to death in his houre on vecember 8, 
1933.°° He wae done tc death by Hard Cingh of cundéh, Sant 
Inder ‘ingh cf Yurari ant Isher Singh cf Jando1i’® and thus 
they carried out the decicicn, tasen in a meeting cf the uabbar 
revolutionaries heli at Anandpur Sahib in 1932, They escaped by 
boarding a train to Amritsar from Phazgwara. The case was 
registered against Hari Singh, Ishar Singh ani Bakhshish Singh 
of Chabbewal but for want of an eyeewitnesz, they were acquitted, 


« Nahar Cingh, Asacdi Dian Lehran, op.cit.e, pel21. 

23. Makhsuspuri, ©.©., Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.303. 
a4, The Panjabi Tribane, Chandigarh, April 1,1982. 

25. The Nawan Zamana, Juilundw, July 27,1980. 


26. The pen japs TERE ane Chandig:rh, Novenber 3 4p -ahdonong 
an interview o ay Singh Tegh. Also, vide The he Nawan Zamana 
Jullundur, July 27,1980. 
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A defence committee comprising Arjan Singh 'Sach', Dasauniha 
Eingh, Harnam Singh —— Singh ‘Jauhar', had fought 
their case succersfully. Thus, by killing a brasen-faced 
traitor, they were able to settle their scores with the 
stooges ani traitore. 


The next tc be put to death was Anup Singh of 
Manko. He was the person who played treachery with the 
‘Babbars and got them killed at Babeli on September 1,1923. 
In March,1936, a meeting of the revolutionaries was held at 
Anandpur Sahib and they took a vow to kill Anup Singh. The 
meeting, besides others, was attended by Kartar Singh of 
Chak Bagarian, Ujjagar Singh of Pannahali, Isher Singh of 
Janioli, fant Inder Singh of Murari, Mehar Singh of Kotli 
Lehal and Bhagat Singh of Lyallpur. Ujjagar Singh was 
asked to accomplish the deed. He took, Kartar Singh of 
Chak Bagarian ani Gurdit Singh of Mandhali, alongwith hia. 
It was Kartar Singh of Domeli who had ineited them to murder 
the wretch.”° ‘they shot Anup Singh anf his son dead on 
June 21,1936 in his house.”? The police were able to trace 
the murders ani sueceeded in arrerting Gurdit Singh, 
Kartar Singh and Ujjagar Singh. In thie ease, Aartar 
Singh and Gurdit Singh were sentenced to death and sent to 
the gallows on 10th August,1938, while Ujjagar Singh was 
acquitted, 


27. Makhsuspuri, &.f. Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit., p.302. 


28. Vide, interview of the writer with Kartar Singh of Pindori 
Nijjran on September 9,1983. 


29. The Nayan Zemana , July 27,1960. Also vide the Desh Dardi, 


contd 3... 
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Karam Singh of Mannanhana, who in complicity vith 
Jawalea Singh of, Zian brother of Bela Singh of Zian, was 
responsible for the denth of waliant Dhanna Eingh of 
Behbalpur was murdered by the two fugitives from Kapurthala 
army, namely, Bachint of Dhandoli, Tehsil Phagwara and Ajaib 
Singh of Dakha (Ludhiana). They were prompted by some Babbar 
aympathiser te murder Karam Eingh because he was an eyesore 
to the Babbarse due to his perfidy as well as braggardism. They 
wurdered him on Mareh °5,1940. He was murdered near the 
limits of village Kangraur ani was thrown inte a ‘choe! 
flowing nearby.” Later on, they aleo Killed Mula Singh of 
Plahi (a Babbar case accused no.71, who had undergone 5 years’ 
imprisonment) for the attempt to get them arrested. Bachint 
Singh fell a prey, later on, to the machinations of his 
relatives. His wife and her uncle got him arrested from 
Pindori Ganga Singh where he was married. He was awarded 
death sentenee whereas Ajaib Singh could not be arrested. This 
brave fellow avenged his friend's arrest by murdering 5ibdo, 
Bachint Singh's widow, her unele Bir Singh and eousin Samund 
Singh in their village, Lekhpur, Ajaibd Singh was, later on, 
Killed in an encounter with the police. 


29 eontdas 
— 29,1936. Alse see, Labh Singh, op _ layvaris 
2 EES ep .cit. Pel 186. Muse 5 arenas 
| naheed, op.cit., Pot is not ome 
pangh was shot dead by them on 


mentioning tt 

2 une 18,1930. 

30, lLabh Singh Jascoval, 
DekOe 
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The stray mrdere of some of the other toadies were also 
committed during this period. Sikandar of Mehatpur was 
killed in Decesber,19%2 by a Babbar.>’ It was he who had created 
difficulties for Rattan Singh of Rakkar. In January,19%3 
Ram Singh of Musara Kalan approver No.2 of the Babbar esse 
was also grievously acsaulted as he was vain encugh to call himself 
a Babbar.2” This happened in the village of Bachauri where he 
had gone to attend a marriage. He was attaeked by Niranjan Singh 
ani Udham Singh, son and nephew of Dalip Singh of Sadhare. Ralla 
Singh of Diechkot Manko, responsible for the death of Waryam Singh 
of Dhugga in Lyallpur was also murdered during this period. Som 
of the other traitors were also done to death. Kartar Singh 
Babbar of Pindeori Nijjaran stated that he killed Ajit Singh 
Dhada, who was a friend of the family. Ajit Singh Dhada was a 
police agent. He got Amar Singh of Kot Barre Khan arrested and 
this eaused inealculable harm to the movement. Kartar Singh also 
@laimed to have persuaded Karaw Singh Mahal, a doeoit, te kill 
Jamadar Curdit Singh cf Burro Berrian. Kartar Singh was an 
employee of Khaddar Bhandar Centre, Mahalpur, when he got it 
accomplished. He was ostensibly a Gandhian, but in feet, he 
pursued the Babbar line sealously.-> 


31. Ibid., p.118. 
32. Gurbaehan Singh, Babbar Akali, op.eit.p.76. 


33. Vide interview of 5,Kartar Singh of Pindori Nijjaran with 
the writer on 9.9.1983. 
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The saga of the Babbar heroiem and sacrifices will be 
incomplete without the narration of the Malwa Babbar Akali 
Jatha which tried to seek vengeance by eliminating the 
atrocious &.G.M. Beaty and buteherly Sir Michael O'Dwyer, 


responsible for the exceeses during the Guru Ka Bagh morsha 
and Jallianwela Bagh Massacre, respectively.-* 


Babu fanta Eingh was responsible for organising a 
group of the Akalis in the Malwa region of the Panjab but his sudden 
arrest threw cold water on their plans. The first to come into 
contact with him was &. Kartar Singh of Jaspaion, District 
Ludhiana.°” He was an ex-Ghadrite. The Babbars of the Malwa, 
too, believed in violence ani worked actively, transcending 
group affiliations. They had connection with the Riasti Paria 
Mandal, the Akali Dal and other revolutionary groups and vere 
in sympathy with all those who were opposed to the British rule. 
Their programme included preparation of arms and for thie factories 
were to be opened. They worked in complete secrecy. Each 
member was asked to bring two more dependable members. None 
was allowed to ask other's nawe. The suspected member was to be 
shot dead, instantaneously. This group started its activities 
in 1929. The important members of this group were Kartar Singh 
of Jaspaion, Kartar fingh of Sekha, Wazir Bingh of Asarpur, 


34. Nahar Singh, Agadi Dian Lehran, op.cit., p.336. 
35. Wdasakha Singh, Malwa Ithas, Vol.III, op.cit., p.983. 
jubarhatsbiniachabiahpied, Milbaadedioicies_ 
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Niranjay Singh of Selakhian, Baba Budh fingh of Nangal and 
Mann Singh of Barri Tibba, Distriet Sangrur. Kartar Singh 

of Jaspalon was elected Jathedar of the group in a meeting held 
in the Gurdvara of village Sekha in 1930.°° Mann Singh Barri 
demonstrated his skill of manufecturing bombs, ete. Boon, they 
started manufactur) arms in the factories set up in the villages 
of Bugra, Rabbon, Audhani and Ghaloti where they, also, held 
meetings to discuss the future course and action.-” in one 

of the meetings, Sahib Singh Galena aad Chaudhri Sherjanj of 
Ahmedgarh dacoity fame, too, had taken pert,” despite the fact 
they were connected with the Naujavan Bharat Sabha.” 


While the Babbars vere busy in their programme, Charsn 
Hingh Kakar, Hernan Singh Chamak, Chaudhari Sher Jeng and 
Sahib Singh of Balana Committed a dacoity at Ahbmedgarh Station 
on Oetober 15,1929 and tried, unsuecersfully, to loot the 


40 They were 


government treasury being carried in the train. 
im ediately arrested. The Babvars planned to secure their release, 
Wasir Singh of Asarpur and Niranjan Singh of Selakhian were 

sent to bring Bhajan Singh driver from Mangewal in this connection, 


but they were arrested by a force of the Payal Police station, 


36. Ipid., p.1001. 
37. Wahar Singh, Asadi Dian Lehran, op .cit., p.336. 


38. Wasakha Singh Hal hac, Val.III, op.cit.,.pp.963 and 
1012. The author asserts that Babbar Mann Singh of Barri 
diselesed this in his statement that Sahib Singh of Salana and 
eg ey Eher Jang had actually participated in a meeting 
at Ge 


39. Tbid., p.1013. Sahib Singh Galana stated this in his interview 
with Sant Wasakha Singh. 


40, Covt.of India, Terre 


imiia, ep.cit., Dpe77-e 
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Kartar Singh of Jaspalon, on sensing that their plan had gone 
avry, at onee removed the arms from the factories where these 

were being manufactured. Master Kartar Singh of Sekha vas 
arrested. Kartar Singh of Jaspalon ani Mann Singh of Barri 
absconded. The Panjab Government announced a reward of kB. 1100/- 
ani a square of lani for the apprehension of Kartar Eingh 

Jaspaion whereas a reward of ', 1000/- and 700/- was proclaimed for 
Mann Singh Barri's arrest by Ludhiane and Patiala authorities 


respec tively.” 


Thus it deflected their whole programme. Mann Singh 
of Barri was pursued by the poliee in the villages of Alipur, 
Mallo Majra, Dhadegal, Begowal, NWangal (near Dehlon) and 
MNaherna. He, ultimately, left for Nanded” to eseape from the 
police witeh-hunt. Kartar Singh of Jaspalon also left for Bikaner. 
Mann Singh came back in 1934 and was arrested at <hadial, near 
Badhladha. 

This group did not produce any tangible results, but 
ite underground aetivities brought another group into being 
whieh dneluded Kartar fingh of Chhiniwal, Bhole Singh of Loha 
Khera, Fasla of Ghumanvala. Santa Singh of Barri Tibba, 
Ghuman Singh Mistri, Sawan Singh of Tibba and Udham fingh of Sunaa? 


41. Wasakha Singh, Melva Ithar, Vol.III, op.eit., p.1002. 


42, Toid., p.9a%. 
43, Nahar Singh, ad LM 


RawS 


sOrs OF OP -Cit., P3326 and Wasakha 
» Op.eit., p.985. 
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The party in one of its meetings assigned duties to murder 

the enemies of the 'Panth' and the country, Udhem Eingh of 
Funam was entrusted with the task of murdering O° Dwyer. ** 

His brother Mukta Singh nee Sadhu Singh was killed at 
Jallianwala Bagh on April 13,1919. S4imee then, the fire of 
revenge had burnt within him. He went to the U.f.A. in 192% 
but returned to India scon ani was arrested and put in 

prison on August 30,1927. Three pistols and 400 eartridges 
were recovered from him. He was imprisoned for 5 years. 

After his release he came into contact with the Babbars 

and the members of Yug Paltao Dal of Amar Singh Tegh and 
Arjan Singh Gargaj. This party was carrying out the programme 
of wurdering the toadies, He met them on 17th May,1937 in 
fri Nagar ani the programme to murder O'Dwyer was once again 
considered .*? Udham Singh left immediately for London 

on a fietitious passport. He waited there for more than 

6 years. It was on Mareh 13,190 when Sir Michael O' Dwyer 
who wae taking part in a discussion on Afghanistan at Caxton Hall, 
London, was shot dead. He was sentenced to deth on 13th June, 
190 but was sent te the galiows on July 31,190. He thus, 
avenged the national insult. His action owed inspir: tion to 
the Babbars ani various other groups which indireetly oved 


their genesis to the Babbar Axali movement. "© 


hy Kale Zibess Volume III, op.cit., p.985 
It was not Genera Sir Michael C'Dwyer, who was 
tobe his target. Dyer had died already on July 23,1726. 


Wasakha Singh seems to be confused abcut the identity of the 
General and the Governor. 
«NS. The Panjabi Tribune, Chandigarh, Nov.3,1979. 
46. Bhajan Singh, Saade Shahid, p.315. and Wasakha Singh 
7 Contd cee 


bib, Wasakhe s 
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When Udham Singh wae entrusted with the tack of murdering 
O'Dwyer, Kartar Singh of Chhiniwal, Bhola Singh and Fasala 
were directed to murder £.6.M. Beaty. Their programne mis{fired 
due to the arrest of Kartar Singh cf Chhiniwal after an 
eneounter with a police party of Malerkotla headed by Atta-Ullia- 
Khan. In jail he esme into contact with Kundha &ingh of 
Ghasians an? Bachan Singh of Leha Khera. They showed interest in 
his programme of murdering &.6.M. Beaty and they readily agreed 
to do whatever they could tc accomplish it. They managed to 
escape from jail. ‘oon they were joined by Bhola Singh of 
Loha c<hera, Yazla of Ghumanwala amd Kaka of Chatha f ekhwan. 
They met Sant Tjjagear Singh of Hero Kalan, District Bhatinde 
Who advised them to do away with the tyrant.*” 


&.G.M. Beaty lived at his fare in Chatha Sexhvan’®, He 


was paramour of a beautiful woman cf leose character named 
Harmami. She had poisoned her husband Sucha Eingh and thus 
got rid of him. Yer brother-inelaw Kaka was incensed at her 
deeds. Che lived with Mr. Beaty as his keep. 


The deeision to reform Mr. Beaty was arrived at on the 
persuasion of Sant Jjjagar Singh who arranged police uniforms 
for them. All except Kake donned the uniforms. <Kundha Singh 
became Eub-Inspector while Bhola Singh and Bachan Singh drersed 
themselves as Heai Constables. All others were the uniforms of 


Sy Vol III, op .cit., pe997. Also vide Satya, 
nist Herc CG rad 4 AEDs OP Ci peth9 and 
Keumi Ekta, De: » August, 1983. 
May-June,1 975 » Mansa, p.25. 
: is near Sunamata distance of & miles only. 
It is alse called Chaths Opali. Chatha asd Opali are two 
separate villages. 
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Kartar Singh of Chhiniwal thought of a clever device. 
He handcuffed Kaka and took him to Beaty's farm. They drubbed 
Kaka as a culprit. They brought him before Beaty who was 
sitting in a chair and asked him to seek his merey, Kaka fell 
on Beaty’s feet, caught hold of his legs and knocked his down. 
Their ruse had worked. They imv-ediately murdered him in the 
broadday light on May 27,1 M0, Rnd thus avenged Guru Ka Bagh 
atrocities.’ 


The murder was immediately reported to the Thanedar 
of Sunam, Munsha Singh Abluwalia and Euperintendent of Pclice 
§. Bhagwan Singh. Kaka's brother , Bachan Singh, was arrested 
by the police who had no connection with the murder. 


Kunda Singh of Ghasiana, Fasla of Ghumanwala and Kaka 
of Chatha Sekhwan were Killed in an eneount:r with the police. 
Bachan Singh of Loha Khera” was arrested, tried and sent to 
the seuffold.°2 Kartar Singh of Chhiniwal and Bhole Singh of 


49. The Hoka,  Op.Cites Ppe2h. 
50. Ibid., p27. I: is a strange coineidenee that the two of the 


most cruel British officers, who terrorised the Panjabis 
and insulted the rhage met their end at the hands of the 


Babbars of ae in 1 
541. Wasakha Singh, x ) * bg hag op.cit.,p.988. Also vide, 
eikh i : op .cit.,p.656. 


Gopal Singh,Dr. 
Alse ese al 


52. Loha Khera is cone Longowal, District Reais, Dr, Kamlesh 
Mohan in her Ph.D.Thesisr, MALt tent Nationalism in the pond ab, 
1919=35, has cohfused it with yera, District ° 


53. Khushwant Singh, A History of the 58: » Vol.II,op.cit.,p.206. 
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Loha Khera were arrested. They were, however, acquitted in 
this case but were implicated in the eases of robberies ani 
were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. Even in the 
jails of Independent India they were undergoing imprisonment. 
Patriotism was their crime.” 


It was due to the interceesicn of Sardar Partap Singh 
Kairon that Kartar Cingh Chhiniwal was not only released from 
Ludhiana jail but a pension wae also granted to him.?? 


€. Harbans Singh of Sirhala <hurad, accused No.S* of the 
Main Babbar Case tried te organise old Babbars into a "Yug 
Paltau Dal" during world war II. They assembled in a Gurdvara 
at Hoshiarpur .°° Some of them, like Harbans Singh of Sirhala, 
Ujjaggar Singh of Dhanian, Dharam Bingh s/o Banta “ingh of 
Dhamian, Bhola Singh, elder brother of Banta Singh, Bhola 
Singh of Kathe Adhkare, Kartar Singh of Gondpur, funder Singh 
of Makhsuspur, Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran, Hazara Singh 
of Munder, Bachint Singh of Dusunda, Ujjagar Singh of Bisrampur, 
Master Dalip Singh of Gossal, Surain singh of Daulatpur and 
Thakar Singh of Bhartea had suffered imprisenment during the 


5h, Wagakha Singh, wa I NAS» VYol.III, op cit., p.989. 
55. The Hoka, May-June,1975, Manta, p.28. 
Babbarx 


56. Vide Milkha Singh, B(MES) »p. 502. 
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Babbar Akali Movement.” ” There were new members also, 

who joined the ranks of Yug Palta:Dal. Phey included fhamsher 
Singh of Moranwali, Nirmal Singh of Sarinh, Baba Gande 

Singh of Sirhala Kalan, Waryam Singh of Sarinh, Chhaja Singh 
of Khaihra Majhe (Kapurthala) and Ram Singh of Raipur Bal 
(Jullundur)?® some of the Sikh soldiers of Jhansi Regiment had 
also deserted. Thirty five of them were arrested, while Labh 
Gingh of Aklota (Una), Sadhu Singh of Manak Dheri (Hoshiarpur) 
ani Arjan Singh of Dholanwala (Hoshiarpur) succersfully 

escaped anid joined the Yug Paltau Dal.” 


On the third day after the Diwali in 190, Harbans Singh 
of Sirhala Khurad, Master Ujjagar Singh of Dhamian, Piare 
Singh of Dhamian, Bhola Singh of Kathe Adhkare, Nirmal Singh 
of Sarinh, Baba Genda Singh Singh, Sadhu Singh of Manak Dheri, 
Labh Singh of Aklota, Dharam Singh of Dhamian and Ujjagar Gingh 
assembled st Kiratpar and decided to do away with a toady, 
Mela Singh pujari .©° He, however, escaped unhurt while his 
servant was Ka1ed. ©" The party, then, proceeded to Jassowsl and 


57. Loc.cit., Alto vide, Buta Singh, Babbar Akal Tehrik (M58) 
p.36+. Milkha Singh includes Sunder Cingh Makhsuspuri ani 
Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran in the groun. But neither 


‘Sunder Singh mentioned it in his bock, pabia £ AnLi eshar 
nor Buta Singh lent any weight to it. a Singh to 
prezent writer in an interview on 20.11.8 that he war 
appreached by Harbans Singh of Sirhala but his ideas had 


changed then. Bachint Singh Dugunda had also declined to 
join ‘the Yug Paltau Dal’. 


58. Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangarsh (MSS .),p.502. 


59. Buta Singh, Babbar Aka]li Tehrik(MS& .),p.382. 
60. Ibid., pe36+. | 


61. Loc.cit. 
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stayed with Harbakhash Singh. The case wes registered 
against Harbans Singh, Jjjagar fingh cf Dhamian, Genda 
Singh, Nirmal Singh of farinh ani Shamsher Singh of Moranwali. 
Others eseaped but Ehameher Singh was arrested from hie 
village. He knew ncthing about this wmrder. Despite his 


innocence he wes sentenced to dexth and executed. 


In March,1%+1, Harbans Singh, Jjjagar Singh, Nirmal 
Singh and Master Ram Singh met Ucham tingh of Nagoke and 
Eohan Eingh of Jalal-Usmanan and deeided to bring cut 
“Yug Palta Akhbar". w#ith their encouragement, they started 
its publication in Anril,1941.°" = arjan Singh, Sadhu Singh, 
Labh Singh, Chhaja Singh and Waryam Singh were attacked by 
the people near Bhogpur when they had gone ‘to reform a 
toady. Chhaja “ingh was xilled in the skirmish.°? 


In September ,19%1, Bhola Singh cf Katha Adhkare 
was arreste) from Bhang Chiri, District Ferozepur. He 
confessed his involvement in the Kiratpur murder end Kalka 
sheeting. The ineharge of this case was fSayyad Ahmad Shah 
who hari been previously the ineharge of the Babbar Axkali 
eonspiracy cage, Supplement:ry TI. It wns he who 
previiled upm him tc sake 3 confessicn. As a result, 


C.I.D. was able to conelude that Yug Paltau Dal and Meerut 
Kirti Party wer: accomplices. In December,1%1 a meeting of 


62. Ibid., p.377- 
63. Ibid., p.380. 
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the toperanking officers took place and immediate crickdown, 
upon the members of the Dal, was decided. ant Parkarh Singh 
of Alawalpur, who was &.P. of Lyallour, sent a message to 

the Babhars through Amar Singh of Dosanjh to escape from the 
Majha. While Labh Singh, Arjan Singh and Sadhu Singh and 

three army fugitives made gocd their escape, others like 
Harbans Singh, Nirmal Singh and Genda Singh remained in the 
Majha. C.1I.D. was able to enter their inner circle thr ough 
Tara Singh of Pangota.* On January 10,19+3, they were | 
arrested from Jama Fai, District Lahore, through Tara’ Singh's 
perfidy.©° on June 70,1943, the police was also able to 
arrest. Nazar Eingh of Pheruman from Darbar Sahib, Taran Taran. 
Ram Singh, a disciple cf Sant Hari Singh Kaharpuri was also 
arrested from Bhagtanwala railway station, while he was going 
to Anritear from fTarntaran. Piara Singh of Dhamian was arrested 
from Gurdvara Baba Ker Sahib (West Panjab) ani was interned 

in Lyallpur under Defence of Iniia Act. Ujjagar Singh of 
Dhanian was killed in an encounter with the police. 


66 Genda 
Harbans Singh of Sirhala Khurad™”, Baba/Singh of 
Sirhala Kalan am Nirmal Singh of Garinh (Jullurdur) were tried 


for their involvement in Kiratpur murder case by the Sessions 


6h. Ibdid., PP - 381-85. 
65. Partap & ABT ty ewan ese er Apehak neath behars 


OPeCite, Per 


66. Harbans Singh was the Maneger of Gurdwara Committee, 
Kiratpur. 
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Judge of Hoshiarp.a2 who sentenced Harbans “ingh to death while 
others vere acquitted .°7 
galiowr on April 3,194 in Luthiana jaii after his apmal was 
rejected by the High Court. It was 2 befitting epilogue to 


the revolutionary movemen: started by the Babbar Akalis. The 


Harbans Singh was sent to the 


Babbars, soon after, murdered Tara Singh of Pangota as well. 


The eontention, that the Babbar: of the Forties carried 
the tradition of the Babbar Akalis of Twenties, has been 
corrobprated in a poem written by £. Harbane *ingh of Eirhala 
Khurad himself. The insignia cf the Babbar: during the latter 
period wie a feroeiouw ‘Lion! (Babbar Sher). In the poem, the 
Babbar was evhorted to unfurl the National Flag high and he “vy 
asked to terrify the Feringhee. In the poem, the Babbar 
was urged to extirpate the toadies, a: underte 


Babbar Ehera, uth Dalera 
Khauf Feringhee Tain Panda ja. 
Jhul jhul oe Kaumi Jhande, 
Jhul Jhul fhan Wadhanda ja. 
Jholichuk Lumbar Gidder, 

Chun Chun Mar Mukanda Jiegs 


67. Nireal Singh Sarinh ani Baba Genda Singh were acquitted. 
Nirmal Singh was killed on March 9,137 alongwith Babu 
Labh Singh in Jullundur when a mob, ineited by the 
Muslim League, attacked then. 


68. Sarhadi, Kartar Singh, Singh §2 
Mahe LY Y UF UD ea m Wess & ) 
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Thus their motives and means during the entire 
period were the same. They aimed to overthrow the British 
rules by violent means and almost all the notericus toadies, 
who helped the Britichers in their designs, were exterminated 
by them. No doubt the movement feded in the eni but it left a 
proud record of selfless sacrifices of whieh any community 
ean feel proud of. 
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COLLAP6E OF TRE MOVEMENT 


The Babbar Akali Movement hed sheken the fcundetion 
of the British administration in the Punjab and its tremor 
war felt even in the British Parliament. The Panjab 
administration regarded the movement as a conflict between 
criminal elements and the forces of law and order.’ It failed 
to perceive its political character. The Babbars aimed at 
subverting the British rule in India by spreading disaffection 
ari bringing about a revolition. The people were incited 
against the government and the loyalists vere terrorised to 
such an extent that they were creduelily withdrawing their 


2 The Panjab Government, though not complacent, 


support to it. 
realised the gravity of the situation and immediately deployed 
troops to erush the movement. Thougk the sacvesent became 
popular in the Doaba yet it was cbliterated within a couple of 
years. 

There were several factors that led to ite collapse 
but organisational weakness was the foremost of them. The 


movement was not the result of a well-thought-out plan. Though 


1. Home-Political Proceedings ,File No.1 3+/1I/123,p.75. 
» * 9 P B42. 
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it was inspired by the eae eee Mota Singh yet he 

was nothing wore than an adviser. No doubt his heart lay with the 
Babbar Akalis but he confined himself to deliver inciting 
speeches alone. He was arrested in June 1922, when the Babbar 
Jatha had not been even formally launched. Jathdar Kishan 
Gingh Gargaj, who was the spirit and soul of the movement, 

was an exesoldier. He was Secretary of the Akaii Dal 

from April,1921 to June 1921. After the failure of the 

plan to murder the officials rerponsible for the Nankana Carnage, 
he became a fugitive from justice and formed the 'Chakarvarti 
Jatha’' jin November, 1921 + This Jatha continued to verk 
separately till &. Kishan Singh came into contact with © .Xaram 
Bingh of Daulatpur. Both the Jathas merged and adopted the 
nomenclature of ‘Babbar’. Kishan éingh was elected its 
president. &.Karam Singh ‘Editor’ was appointed member of 

the executive com ittee. Master Dalip Singh of Ucesal and 
Karem Singh of Jhinger were secretaries. I was strange that 
three of the four top-leaderr were arrested in January-February, 
1923, at a time, when the Babbar Akelia had emerged as a force 
to reckon with. The relatives and eonfidents he4 begun to play 
havoc with the Baboar Akali movement. 


The inclusion of these, in the inner circle, who were 
once tried ani found unreliable sueh as Amar Singh of Kot Barra 


3. Sadhu Singh, dota Singh Ji, Jawani, op.cit.,p.%3. 
4%. Babbar Akali case, Judgement, 1925,p.2. 
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Khan, Sant Kartar Singh and new entrants like Anup fingh 
delivered the movement a catastrophic blow and showed the 
utter organisational weakness of the movement. ‘The greatest 
defect in the organisation lay in its non-democratic 
character, The leaders paid little heed to the warnings of 
its members Though Kishan Singh wae warned about Kabul 
Singh; Karam Singh about Anup Singh; Santa Singh about the 
activities of Sant Karter Singh and Dhanna Singh about 

Jawala Singh bet aene of them raid any heed te these warnings. 
Probably, they failed tc realise the veracity of the age old 
dictum that to be fore-warmed is to te fore-arme¢d. What a 
price they had to pay for brushing aside the timely warningst 
The greatest harm came to the sovement from the insiders. 

fhe story of the betrayals is too sordid te be narrated in full. 
The prope and pillars of the movement fell with the first 
tougiy as if moth-eaten. Sant Kartar Singh wae the person 

on whom Jathedar Kishan fingn depended the scst. It was 

he whe heipei Kishan Singh to take refuge at Mastuana in 
June,i921. But the same perzon became a double-dealer in 
Mareh,1922 after his arrest werrants under seetion 261 I.P.C. 
were issued. He got an assurance of the withdrawal of the 
warrante if he heiped in getting the top-leaders arrested. — 
But he could not do so. On June 27,1972 he war agein arrested 


5S. Buéa Singh, one of the Babbar veterans, referred to this 
in his interview with the writer on 20.11.1962, 
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ami wat imprisoned for one year by the Magistrate Mr. Abdul 
Fatta, Azain he was let off on the promise of helping the 

arrest of the Babbare.° Since then, his conduct became 
perfidious. He tried to get Kishan Singh arrested on January 24, 
1923 while he lay asleep in Bela Singh Pragpuri's Haveli.’ He 

is alleged tc have confessed that he would not be able to 
withstand the third degree methods of the police. But Kishan 
Singh lauched off at ite It never cecurred to him that he would 
stoop too low to save himself from the police. It is a fact | 
that Fant Kartar <ingh had once expressed openly hie desire 

to get Kishan €ingh arrested and receive the award himself.” 
Again he, in league with the police, got Babu Santa Eingh 
arrested from Tapa raiiway station on June 20,1923. Babu fanta 
Singh, though warned by Maluk Gingh of Plahi that it was in the 
air that Sant Kartar fingh was in liaison with C.1I.D., turned 

a deaf ear to the warning. He expressed the view that the 

people had been talking about him sinee lone and aeserted that 
even if he was in league with C.1I.0., he would not play treachery 
with him, © Re wae alao responsible for the arrest of Assa Singh 


6. Gurbdaehan Singh, Babbar Akai, opseite, ppetjeoth, 
7- Makhsuspurd, Sf, a us phar, Op.cit., pp.tiCeo111, 


8. WMilkhe Eingh, a angarsh (MS¢..) »Che1 e | 
He mentioned it on ority of &, Balwant Singh, 


nephew of Joginder Ahuradpur who wae a relative and 
f &,Kishan Singh Gargaj. 


a close aescciated o 
Fe 
10, | 


har, op eCit. pp or thn 6. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


301 


cf Phakradi from Airatour. Curbachan Singh alleged thas 

fant Sartar Singh did it for the sake ef *. 250 only. 

In fact, he has become an informer and an agent of the 

police. ‘Such men were snakes in the sleeve.’ Again, 

Kishan Singh Gargaj could not see through the game cf the 
so-called sy»pathisers under his wery nose, Bhan Singh of | 
Sirring hai acted as an agent of the government, diring the 
Budge Budge incident and by way of reward wir made the 

Police Sub Inspector. He had left service now. Having 

won Kishan Singh's confidence he agsin carried on his nefaricus 
activities. He,once, saved Maulavi Gunureud-Din from the wrth 
of the Babbars. Qumuy-Ud-Din was a C.I.D. official wh: lived 
near Birring. He was ostensibly planted there tec spy on 
Kiehan Cingh. Bhan €ingh brought Quran from Dakcha andi as<ed 
the Maulvi t« swear by it. I: was a gimmick to throw dust 

in the eyes of Rabbars to allay their fears. Later on, Bhan 
Singh made <abul Singh of Birring, his accomplice, «abul 
Singh not only won the confidence of Aishan Singh but also 
eonvinced him of the mirseulous powers of the Mauylvi. On 25th 
Februsry,1923 dishan Singh was taken to Masit (Mosque) Khai | 
Shah, a desolate ani secluded place betveen Pindori “Vahal 

ami Dhadda Fateh Singh. Kabul Singh am! his father-in-law 
Labh Singh of Dhadda, Maulvi )umareud-Din and Chan Singh laid 


11. Curbdachan Singh, Babbar A § op.cit., D.-6. 
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the trap so artfully that «ishan Singh was arrested on 26th 


February,19?3 in the early hours.” 


An other insider was Anup Singh. He was arrested 
for keeping 3 feet long Kirpan ani wes convicted on 23th 
J ine,192°. He war released on ??th wiaanar? Ac 3. 13 He became 
a member of the Babbar Jatha in March,1923. He was one of 
those seven members who announced their names for the 
reformation of taqlla and Yatcu of Kaulgarh in a leaflet on 
May 17,1923.'° S. <aram Singh was warned by Dhanna ‘Singh 
abcut Anup Singh but the former paid no heed tc at.'° As a 
rerult, Babeli carnage took place on eptember 1,1923, in 
whieh four Babbars were killed including Karam Singh who 
was the leader of the movement, then. With his death the 


Babar movement became leaderless and rwiderless ‘ 


In the begining of the year 1923 Karam Singh of 
Thingar and Master Dalin Singh of Gossal were got arrested by 
Karam Eingh's brother Aehar Singh. When blood relations play 
false what one ean expeet of others. Dhanne Jingh senbalpuri's 


1°. The ily ey Jallundur, February 23,1982(vice 
an article by © ev Singh of Birring). 

13. Pa) 3 Babbar Akali Conspiracy, p.1%5, Makhsuspuri. 
. ner b ingh, Babbar Aka! har, op.cit. piel is not 
correct when. he writes that Anup Singh wus released in 
Mar ch, 1 923. 

1%. Sant wasakha Singh, Malwa Ithas, Vol.III, op.cit., 
p.10339 and Gurbachan Singh, Babbar Akaili, Op cite, PeHie 


166 Vide. interview with Inder Sangh | sirti on 20th December, 
1982. Also wide interview of the writer with Kartar 
Singh Babbar of Pindori Nijjaran. 
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confidant Jawala Singh first got arrested Daliipa of Dhamian 
‘am! later on got Dhanna Singh arrested at Mannanhana. ‘Yaryam 
Singh of Dhugga, last of the Babbar stal warts alse fell a 
prey to the treachery cf his maternal unele Dalel tingh and 
his sonwin-law at Chak No.§4%. Thus all the leaders were 
eitrer got arrested or silied by the betrayal ani treachery 
of their relatives, confidants and insiders in whom they 
confided. It is paradoziesl and ironical that the organisation 
whieh could flourish ohly seeretly, was Knocked out of its 
hase by those who knew their secrets. The blame must rect 

on the leaders who failed tc judge their confidents and 
followers. But then, human beinge mst confide in some one. 
Only the most faithful wold have had the constant access ~- 
required to carry out the mission and these were the men 

who proved most dangerous. 


The organisation was rendered in-effective by the 
inadility of the membere to remain secretive. The Panjab 
C.I.D. did not have much difficulty in infiltrating their 
inner eircle.’” It was Sadhu Singt, a ©C.1.D. agent, who 
wormed into the 'Akali' offiee at Lahore and won the conficience 
of the extremists like Bijla “ingh of Gharuan and fmashei the 
bid to murder the governwent officials after Nankana tragedy. 
Again, overwhelming number of the Babbare turning approvers 


Vol li, on ite, 


17. Khushwant Singh, A 
p.205 
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and near relatives appezring as witnesses end colleagues levelling 
allegations did no credit to the Babbar Akalis, 3 


A large number of the witnesses in the Bab var Acali 

Care amly prove this contention to the hilt. Fanjit Singh 
alias Ajit Singh of Ohaia Kalan, who was responsibie fcr the 
arrest. of Amar Singh Kot Barre khan (then a resident cf 

iot Fatuhi) narrated how he succeeded in getting himeelf enlisted 
in the Jatha cn the recowrends*ion of Kartar iingh © /C Dewa 
Singh Canadian of Pindori Nijjaran. Ajit “ingh ant dartar 
Singh's unele, Munsha Singh, were well-acquainted with exch 
other because they lived together in Canada. Ajit Singh becane 
the member of the Jatha and passed on the information abcat 
the Banbars to Mir fazal Imam, 2.*.?, C.1.0.!? poetei ut 
Jullundiur. 


The Babbar Akali movement lacked tiatc anity and cohesion 
whieh was necessary for its success. There were differences 
among the Babbars about the strategy and eperatiocnal techniques. 
Buta Sing: of Pindori Nijjaran, a clore associate of Jathedar 
Kishan fingh Gargaj, disclosed that differences of Kishan 
Singh Gargaj and Babu santa / Femained tain /iast.2° The 


20. Vide Buta Singh, Babbar Akal rears 
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differences cf Karaa Singh Daulatour en! sishan (ingh Gargaj 
First sarfcced in Deevane: 19°72, when Hari Singh Jallunduri 


was writine article after articie in theta olGeParies 


againet the Siab ar AKalis, <ishan cingh Cargaj invited Kari 
Edngh through the »xager of the ‘abbar Azali Doaba' te sort 

out she aifferenees as beth vere weliewis:.ers of the 'Pantr'. 
When the leaders «f the 2Jabbay Jatha were going from Jassewal 
to Mehangarwal, darum vingh on the instigation of Babu - anta 
questicned the decision of Aishan tingh of inwiting Hari Singh 
without consulting hia as he was the de jure editor of the 
"Babbar Akeld Voabs!, karan: ingh wie satisfied only when 
Kishan €ingh elarified that he 414 so in the eapacity cf the 
leader of the Jatha. fries ineicent showed that there wes luck 
of eonfiienes among the Baboars. It also showed that there was 
Lack of unity smong them so vital for the democratic boller ot 
Tt hae been alleged that in January 1773, even Dhanna Singh 
Behbalpiwi, who w.6 toveranking leader of the Pabvarr, wa: 
hobnobine with the police te get Aishan Singh and other 

ec for himself. Fortanately, 
the :cheme fel: threuagh. Though the allegation might be untrae, 


Babbar Akalis arrested to seek pardon 


yet the espresding of cach rumours was fatal to the soliddty 


of the movement. 


74, Lec cit. 


ote aie “OOK padt s:F PONE DIT acy Ds (state sent 
of Kabt ngk ry tnspect Ts Police ctrict Ambala 
as well as Statesent of Kar tar Eingh &/C Jawala Singh Burro 
Barrian who alongwith Jawala : ‘ingh of Zian contacted 
Eubelnspeetor dabul Singh then a: Mahal Pur to seek 
pardon for Vhanna Singh,p.68). 
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Assa -ingr cf Phakrudi never sineerely followed the 
line given by the Babbar leadership. He dissented with 
Karam Singh. Again he was very critical about Kishan tingh. 
His derogatory and uncomplimentary remerks about the latter 
exposed his innerself, Kishan <ingh's maternal unele Bhagwan 
Singh Zajldar of Haripur and his cousin Gajja Singh,’ who 
apnesred ar witnerees arsinst Kiehan Singh did little credit to 
the leader whose relatives were supporter: of the police.°” 
The eonfessional etatements of important leader: were also 
detrimental to the success of the movement. These confessicns 
resuiting out of timidity, pride, repentance, despair or 
inexperience esused the movement an in-caleulable harm.” 
Twenty two of the Babbar Akalis turned apyrevers and this 
put the movement in doldrums. The confessional statement of 
Babu Santa Singh and long statement of Kishan Singh Gargsj 
further weakened the movement.-° With these cracks the movement 
erashed. Even Rattan Singh of Rakkar was put in the police 


net by the avarice of his paternai aunt's son-in-law.” ’ 


xox Rook Babba pd Ae = ppa298) 371,102 
ami Milkha Singh, aboae Akait or (Mes), p.200. 


& ABs = 9 D7ee20eart. 
?s, Makheuspuri, Sunder Eingh, Babbar Akali Lehar, 02.011. 20225. 


26. Vide interview of Kartar ‘ingh and jakhsish Singh of Pindori 
Nijjaran on 9.9.1983. 


27 fhe P i Tribune, Chandigarh,April 1,1982. 
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the might of the British Emire was toc great for 
the Babbars to withstend the police onzlaught. They were 
no match for a governaent which had limitless resourees in 
men, money, waterial and arms. The Sabbars had neither weapons 
nor money nor cculd they lock for asristance to any native 
etate while the government had troops and guns.°° “he hold 
of the govermment on Zamindars, Lambarcdars an! Safedposhs 
hindered the cconeration of the people with the Babvars. In 
same cares the seovle of the villager even chased the Babbars 
aryri helped the police. Kishan Singh had e narrow escape whiie 
his two companions arjan Singh and Sunder Singh were arrested 
at Sundh on 11 May,1923. The lure cf big rewards turned many 
a weakling into traiters. Banta Singh of Dhamian was chased by 
the villagers of Nandachaur. In this struggle he xliled a 
mendicant, a Rajput boy and eut off the arms of another 
youngman of Chamarari leading to hie death. He esc: ped the 
mob narrowly and it was with great difficulty that he reached 
his village.” 


The coercive and repressive policy of the government 
toc broke the bac«ebone of the movement. Indiscriminate arrests 
unparalleled atrocities on innocent Akalis ani their relatives 
crippled the movement. ‘Since November,19°2 the Panjab 
Government: took strong messures to crush the movement. It announeed 
rewards to affect arrest of the Babbar Akalis or November 3C,1%2; 
April 25,1923 and finaliy on 8th Augurt,1923. A special staff 


28. Paper Book Babbar Akali Conspiracy ecase,p.219. 
29. Labh Singh, San erieT cna Soe wat ww SS as riphavis <te-4 ,op.cit., G89, 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


308 


unter Khan tahib Sheikh Abdul Agiz, <uoerintendent of Police, 
C.i,0. Panjab, wes appointe: te deal with the movement, 

It econducte] raids in 39 villagers which were congidered stronge 
holds of the Babbar, 3° 


The Babvar Akali Jatha was declared an unlawful 
asfociation umier the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908. 
Jnits of Cavalry ani infantry were ststicned at strategic 
pointe and the jcint foree cf miiitory an° special police 
startel overaticns against thoes member: who had taken shelter 
in the Siwalik Halls.>" Sieweekiy flight: of aeroplanes 
fenttering pronagands leaflets have ha’ a reacsuring effect 


on the loyal nopulation. 2” 


fhe government fcllowed 2 poliey of repression 606 
brutaliy that indiserininate arrestee were “ade and in :ccent 
persons whe had no connection with the Babbar Akali movement 
wer2 also hauled uno, [5 chowed not oniy hostility but also 
arrested or threatened to arre:t the meaverr of the inquiry 
Comrittees appointed by the Indian Wational Congress in’ the 
*.G.P,C. te enguire into the Doaba excesses, Maulvi Lal Hus: ain, 
on behalf cf the Provineial Congress Committee, condacted an 
enquiry into the Doaba Killing ani police excesses. He brought 
te light such fects which made hair stand on an eni.>? 


Ho e 
3C. Hom.Politiceal File/200/1926, pp.7=3. 


31. Home-Political, File No.13}+/11/1923, pp .9,5°-53. 
3°, Tbid., 3%. | 


33. the Akaije"c=-Pardesi, “une 39,1973. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


309 


After that every effort to enquire intc the police excesres 

had to face opposition of the government. Even the vroposed 
visit of Mr. T.A.k. Sherweni of Aligarh tc Jullundur wis viewed 
euspiciouisly and to orevent his entry, the seditious Meeting: 
Acts ws consijered.>" The ¢.G.P.C., too, war not allowed to 
invertigate.. It sent the first enquiry committee on 7th 

July and the seeond on 6th September,1923. The menbers of the 
last one were arrested on 11th September ,1923.2° fhe atrocities, 
to which the arrested verrons were subjected by the police, were 
inhisan. ‘he statement cf Chhaja <ingh s/o Minan Singh of 
Maseanian refers te the third degree methods used by the police. 
He gays! "My hands were used to be put on stones under the legs 
of the bei. Buta Ram used to sit on the ton of the bed an‘ 
cateh hold of my 'Keshas' and Shah Hakim Singh, Thanedar, used 
to firt ani kick me, They also threatened that Hugga water 
woild be pat unless I si:ned the statement ."2° This was not 

a solitary ease. 


There was no end to police excesses. It crushed the 
movement by surrounding the Babbarse at Sabeli on Septanber 1,173; 
at Mannanhana on 25th Oetover an® at Munder on Dee-mber 12,1923. 
By that time the Babbar leaders were either hai been arrested or 


3. HomeePolitieal, File No.1je/1'/1923,2.15, lester No.8350—.' 5 
from Mr.H.D.Craik, Chief :..eeretery te the Government of 
Panjab to J.Creyar, Secret=ry to Government of India, 5t: 


35. Thide, pp .%=93. 


36. Paper Boook, 
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were Killed in the fake eneounter:. The Punitive Police 

Poets were cet up in the villages and ec. rmlative fines were 
imposed to terrorise the people of the Doab. It used the 
press am propaganda t: denounee the Babbar: by sprealing lics 
an’ branding them dacoits >” fhe eourt witnesses in eertain 
eases were decoits anid had nothing tc de with the Babbar Akalis>° 
But the government was bent on maligning them ami to certain 
extent i: succeeded in weaning awny the general public from 
the Babbar Akalis. This led to the situation in which the 
Babbare were not given any quarter and there started a race 
of the traiters to enateh the first possible opportunity 

to betray the patriots. 


Agoin, the Babbars were handic:pped by the paucity 
of resoire:s. They had to resort to robberies to get money 
to purchase weapons. They were certainly no more successful 
than the Ghadriter in securing armz.?? In the third veak of 
December 1922, they failed to purchare 15C pistols simply 
for want of fs. 750C/~ and for this they even failed to borrow 
money from welleoff contractors like Brahma Singh Sandham who 
were their sympathisers.*© As a rerult they had to recort to 
dacoities ani robberies at Jadla, Jamseer and Dhogri railway 
stitions ani many other places, These affairs voreuzght then less 


37. Makhsurpurd, £.f., Babbar Akali Lehar,07.cit.e,pp.wSt9§°. 
38. Home Political Proceedings, File No.134/2/1923, pp.9°=-93. 


39. Khushwint Eingh, A History of the Sikhs, Yol.Il,op.citesD.20. 
40. Makhsuspuri, funder ‘ingh, Babbar Asalj Lehar, op.cit.p.%. 
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money ani more notoriety. 


Another snag in the movement was its regional character. 
It did not cut much tee outside the Doaba. The Babbar 
Jatha wis an isolated one with. | very limited base and 
was broken by the governsent repression ~ Thougr individual 
and sporadic actions took place here ani there, before ani 
after the executions of 1926 and 1927, yet it failed to gather 
movuentum 48 a2 mass movement. A movement to be effective must be 
wide in its operation and deep in its intensity. Its leaders 
like Master Mota Singh, Jathedar Kishan Singh and 5. saram 
Singh belonged to the Doaba ami it was there that they sueceeded 
to any extent. The arrert of the first two delivered a deadly 
blow to the movement. This led Karim ‘ingh and cthers 
to resort to plunder ani murder. Mr. Bull, Comnitting Judge, 
observed on April 17,192+, that the conspiracy of purder and 
plunder collapsed as it wae begun before tine,” The Babbar 
leaders possessed all the pecaulisrities cf the Punjabi character. 
They planned hastily and failed to consider the pros and cons. 
The volcanic eruption of the movewent was imsature. With the 
high spirited and adventurous Sikhs, the interval between 
thoaght and action is short. "3 
Sedition Committee, was equally applieable te the Babbars, 


This observation, of Indian 


b1. Harbane Singh, 
1983, p.279. 


4, The Akealf, April 10,192. 
So ye an Sedit On] Com ma eg Rer og , 1918,p.161. 


4 New Delhi, 
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The Malwa regicn of the Panjab remained onliviocis of its 
operations though it was «t Mastuana that dishan ‘ingh lLa:anched 
first salvo agzin:t the foreign rulers. The number of the 
particinants in the movement outside the Voabs was very 
inedenificant and that tco cume through army. Army per:onnel 
helped in an individual capacity. Neither the army ner the 
peasantry, as a whcle, was involved in the movement. The 
recional charseter is ewident frem the Babbar Akali e.se in which 
except 15 participants all belonged to Hoshiarpur and Jullundur 
Districts. While 10 belonged to Kapurthala Etate, one each 
belonged to Luwihiansa, Gurdaspur, Sialkot, Gujranwala and 
Anritear."* These figures don't materially change, 1f we t:Ke 
intc accowmt the involvement of ali the persons whc particivoated 
in the movement. The movement remained confined to one perticalar 
recion. Teja <ingh of Shuchar gave 2 f=lse hone of resurrection 
in the Majha an’ Pijla Singh in the Malwa, but none raised a 
fin er when the time came. ’? dit! the arrest of some of its 
leaders and the decth of cthers in the encounters with the police, 
the enthusisem of the people melted away. 


With the government repression, the Sabbars failed to 
get new converts, This led to the thinning of the Babbur ranks, 
Such movements can succeed oniy if they are well-entrenched in 


the macces. Fhe Sabvar Akal{ movement definitely wer devoid ef 


&5, Labh Singh Jassowil, 
op. .cit., pe35. 
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marr character. It was the Akali Movement whieh renliy 

Kkiniled the epirit ef the marees. Ags Aabbarse were 3a groj1y 

of the Akalis wedield to the policy cf viclence, they wer: 

unmier she illusion that the »neonple all over the Panjab 

would support them. This wee net sc ant this coalid not be. 

ven the adasli Jal an’ the © .G.P.C. did not acclaim them ovenly. 
Che movement remained confined tc the exesoldiers who hailed 
mainivy from the Doaba. Ewen whole of the Doaba - its Hindu 

ami Muslim population ~- did nos support it. The movement 
remained confined mainly to Jat ikhe ani that also to the 
Akalis. I: was surprising that none ‘rom the upper middle 
clases ani educated sections of the peorle actively participated 
in the movement. It was confined to rural are.s alone. 

Dr, tamlesh Mohan on the authority of Dr. Hari Singh of Behbalpur 
stated that they distrusted the educated classes. [he fact, 

on the cther hand, is that the movement failed to evoke any 
active response from the well-off educated classes. 


The movement also suffered heavily when it a‘onted ore 
point programme of murdere cf the toadies. This action wag 
doomed to failure ani? no sten was taken to keep it secret. 
Sometimes, the Habbars themselves advertised whenever a jholichuck 


46 I: was etrange secret organisition, advertising 


wis murdered. 
its activities and bringing it te the notice of the government. 


They seen to have little knewledze ef either the nature or 


Pile No 
46. Home Politioal, 19:(2/1923s pe55. Also vide Paper Book 
Babbar Conspiracy Case, p.767. 
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modus operandi of cecret beties. They also lacked any 


47 P@AC Ce 


training in the guerrilla methods cf warfare. 
Councils came into eonflict with the Babbars. It wae at 
Sangowal diwan in 1922? that the Babbarr felt compelled to 

rive a tilt to their vrogramme. ‘“inee then the reform cf the 
gholichuks received pricrity. Ncw, the movement drifted intc a 
programe of murdere and dacoities. The programme of murders 
brought notoriety to the movement. All the relatives cf the 
tosdies were not pro-government. But the mirder: of the 
toedies antagonised their raletives too. This deprived the 


Babbars of their yack 


Tne measures ef the Panjab Government tc isolate the 
Babbar Akalis decidedly contributed to its faiiure. the 
£.6.P.C. and the Indien Naticnal Congress as well asc the 
Sikh Leazue were ail opposed to the Babbar policy of voilence. 
As there vas little distinction between the Asalis and the 
Babbare in their uniform, daily regimen and aims, the governzent 
in the beginning failed to make any distinetion. But later 
on, it succeeded in separating the Akalis from the Babbar 
Akalis. The Akali Dal and the ©.C.F.C. were prevailed 
upon to issue appeals and pass resolutions, warning the vikh 
masses to keep aloof from the Babbar Akalis. In November 1922, 


47. Or. Kamlesh Mohan, t malism in the Panjai 
p.81.(Ph.D. Thesis ~ Sura Nanak Dev city, Amritsar, 


1978) . 
RR, emule Gurdial Singh, Choe Aje Nahin € » Amritsar,193°, 
Det > 0 
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&.G.P.C. and the Shiromani Akali Dal warned the Akali Jashas to 


"2 Avaan, in its Declaration No.4, dated 


eschew viclence. 
April 74,1923, 1t issued appeal to the people te beware of 

t'\e@ literature which preached viclence and advised their 
misguided brethern to remain pesceful anid non-viclent according 
to the tradition of the Khelsa.°° Thus the £,.G.P.C. entirely 
dissceisted itself from the Babbars and firmly reiterated 

that Akalis did not hold forth the Babbare as fine heroes.” 
Again, on May 2%=30,1923, the £.G.P.C. onee aguin w:rned the 
Sikhs to keep thamselves aloof from those who advocated violence. 
Even the Akali-Te-Pardesi criticised the Bubbar Akalis in its 
various issues.’ The Sikh league too did not lag vehind.°> 
The native states, esnecially Patiala Darbar was the foremost 

in curhbing the Babbarse. It actually helped to arrest some of 
the Babbars. Some were won over while others were influenced 
through power and pelf. It tried to influence Mast:r Mota *ingh, 
persuading him to confine his activities exclusivel, to 
religious work,’* Through its trusted agente it also 

continued to influence him with a view to preventing him from 
breaking into violence. Whether it succeeded or not, it 
eertainly created mirgiving among the Axalis and that also 


49. Partan Singh, 

50. Loe .cit. 

51. September 27,1923. Also vide Akali 
Leade; mspi: nge, from 8.112192} to 13.6.193B) 

; Mee.) gry 6 7 printed) ,statemenc of < S\B.Mentad- 

Hone 

The Akeli-fe-Pardesi, July 7, and Sens.1%,193. 

53. The Khalsa eye June aisle 


S54. Ganda Singh 
op .cite, Pelt 


ED, 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


316 


proved harmful to the movement.” BVeM, later on, Master 

Mota Singh was appreached through Sir, Daya Kishen Kaul to issue 
a statement against the Jabbar Akalis though ne squarely rejected 
the move .7° Patiala Darbar also won over Bijla Singh, who 
partieioated in the First Akali Conspirsey. He surrendered 
himself to Patiala Darbar and his whole party was brought under 
compaate control.” This step seaured the Malwa ani the °ikh 
states against the Babbar outburst. Sven Bhai Kishan Singh was 
approached, He was interviewed by Bhai Ram Singh in Jullundur 
Jail and Patiala Darhar elaimed tc heve secured from him the 


promise of disclosure of the facts of the babbar Akali ee 


The spreading of such reports certainly harmed the 
movement, irrespective of the falsity of the reports or otherwise. 
Again it was through the effcrts of Patiala men that Babu Santa 
Singh was arrested at Tapa ralivay station on Jime 20,1923.” 
Petiala Darbar helped the Imperial interests in rounding up the 
Babbar gang, besidec keeping 3.5 lakhs of the Sikh population of 
the Phulkian tases under eontrol and preventing then from 
harbour ing er sheltering the Babbars, a practice which wie, then, 


very oomon beeause of cvery Sikh feeling duty bound to do 60.08 


By Oetoder 12,1973 it had broken the bone of the Babbar 


©. Loe.cit. 
S56. Partap Singh, Akal 
57. Ganda Singh, Sone 
an Cite, Pelee 
Sa. Loe cit. 
59. Ibid., 9.183. 


6C. Ibid., pia. 
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By October 12,1923, it had broken the bone of the 
Babbar Akali movement. ‘Some were «illed and ethers were put 
behind the bars. The ©.6.P.C.. which had deprecated the 
Babbar activities, wat alfo not spared.°" Like the Babbar 
Jatha, the S.G.P.C, and the Shiromani Azali Dal were also 
declared unlawful associations and 59 of its members were 
arrested on October 13,1923. Trae second bateh of 62 members 
of the 5.6.P.C, was arrested on Jamiary 7,/90:. The third 
bateh of the Akalis arrested on October 1,1924, ineluded 5 members 
of the S.6,?.C or The mojerate leaders who rewained outeide 
the jail controlied the ©.G.P.C,. and were under the influence 
of the government. It is strange that et the time cf the decision 
of the Babhar Trial No. II on Februgry 29,1225 there were about 
33 members of the §.¢.°.C. who were being tried J/£ 121 whereas 
the Babbars were being tried U/f 120. The Governnent in ite 
anxiety to eurb the Babbar: anid to create dissatisfaction put 
eonditions for the release of the prisoners. The long 
etrugsle had wearied many among the moderates, On January 21, 
1926 two members of Eardar Bahadur Mehtab Singh group ~ Kisaldar 
Sumier Singh and Hanjodh Singh accepted eonditional release. 
On 25th January,1326 Bawa Harkishan tingh, too, accepted the 
comitions to secure his release. Had tne Axalis revained 
united, it would have resulted in the release of all, ineluding 
the Babbar Akalis. Bhai Aishan Singh sensed the danger and 


61. Giani fartar Singh, Cy 
p.<-86. 


62. Ibid., pee36. Ganda Singh, Ome 
Akali'Movesent, op.cit., pP.2 
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sent Labh Singh Jassowal who corveyed “‘ishan Singh's meesage 
penetrating the cell t> Hari Singh Jullundari but 19 ort of 

33 members of the £.°.°.C. had already pet econditicnal rele-se. 
Thie pat the government on 2 strong footing ami it dealt 


63 he Babbar 


with the Babbars in the moct barbaric amner. 
Atali movement failed? to achieve itr goal because it faced a 
esloesus. The antipathy of the Intian No :ional Congress and the 
£.G.P.C. as well se the opposition of the native st::es helped 
eurb the Babbus movement. Besides these extranecus factors, 

it: iocal character, failure to keen secrecy, avaricicusness 

of the ecomnatriots and oaucity cf the funds laniing to 

dacoities and murders also dii inealeulable harm to the movement. 
Ne doubt, the Babbars had ereat excitement but lack of 
resourees, poor planning avi an organisstional weaknersecs 


for:doomed its failure. 


It is fundamentally true that viclence can not anneal 
to the masses fer 4 long tiwe. Ite utility as a measure of an 
exirency is there but 14 can not bring suceess if it becones 
Singleencint pregrome. Extrenism ani viclence are born cut 
of frustration. It can succeed only if it has the tacit bicking 
of the majority of the oecnple. In the exse cf the vabbare it 


had not. The policy cf murierr, certairiy, dat the so:enent off 


63. Lath ‘ingh, Jassowal, “dixhan Dian JeeMisel Jurbanien 
(Bahad kha (MEX) p.31. 
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the traek an’ unnecescariiy, increasei the enenier of the 
movement, The movement fPolled ss the entirs sregramme wa: 


c 
dees practical ani more sentirental ©” 


Rut 15 wart be remembered that no movenent if a 
total failure. The Babbar Akali Movement also beexame a 
Sienifiecnt scart cf the underecurrents of the naiionsi ctraggle 
for Indenen“enee cf Inétisa and had its imnaet to a ceontijieriabie 


extent on the econtemporsry an’ subsequent movements. 


Lari, Preet Nagpor, Auguet,199C. 
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IMPACT OF THE MOVEMENT 


As already stated, no movement is a total failure. 
Rither the movement undergoes a metamorphosis or its 
prominent actors join such other movements which help them 
realise their objectives. The same is true of the Babbar 
Akali Movement. Though the movement was short-lived, yet 
its impact is legendary. It left a deep imprint not only on 
the contemporary politics but also on the successive movements. 
The effect of the movement has permeated into the political, sccial 
and literary climate of this region in reeent times. 


Its impaet on Sikh politics is of far-reaching consequences 
and has come to stay. It was the sacrifice of the Babbar Akalis 
on the altar of freedom that compelled the British Covernment to 
come to terms with the Shiromini Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
in 1923 and 1925, In November 1922 Guru Ke Bagh Morcha was 
over but the problem had not been solved yet, because there were 
S600 Sikhs in the jails and the Government was in a fix what to 
do. Mr. Dunnet, D.C. Amritsar was very much worried, se he 
contacted some professor: of Khalea College, Amritsar including 
8. Niranjan Singh, ©. Teja Singh and Bawa Harkishan Singh. He 
said, "I am faced with a serious problem, you know, the Babbar 
Akalis —~ they are danger to you, they are danger to us. If you 
come out with fairly strong denunciation in your interest, 
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denunciation of the Babbar Akalis, it will help the Government 
to find out way for releasing 5000 prisoners." The round - 
about denunciation of the Babbar Akalis and exhortation to the 
Babbars to come round to the right path on April 24,1923 

by the 5.G.P.C., cleared the dupasse.- Next day the Government 
released 50CO prisoners. While it took stern measur’s 

against the Babbar Akalis, it freed all other Akali 

prisoners. Ostensibly it was done in apprectation of their 
efforts to restore Hindu-Muslis amity in Amritsar but actually 
it was used as a device to extricate itself from the difficult 
situation which the Government faced at that time. The Babbar 
Akali movement was a challenge tc the Panjab Government. Its 
activities increased the bargaining power of the £.G.P.C. vis~-a~ 
vis the Panjab Government. As most of the radical Akalis were in 
jails, the moderate &.G.P.C. leadership was persuaded to pass 
resolutions, condemning the Babbar Akalis. This gave a green 
signal to the Government and it went ahead with its programme 
of executing 6 Babbar Akalis and sentencing others for long 
terms of imprisonment.” The Akali Dal and the &.4.P.C. had 


1. Master Tara Singh, werd Yaad heaped 1M5 p64, 
Also vide Sava Harkishan © Reminicences of th Li 
Movement were y* ahs Kartel Dingh nj warcity: and 
reproduced in Ajit English Weekly, May 21227,1983. 

pee vide rid ; Quoted in Partap “ingh, 
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also been declared unlawful but the moderates arrived at some 
compromise with the Government. The conditional releace 

was not acceptable to some of the Sikhs in jails ineluding 
Baba Kharak Singh, Master Tara Singh, &. Teja Singh Samundari 
and £. Sohan Singh Josh. They wanted that all the prisoners _ 
including the Babbar Akalis be released. This truncated 
compromise also led to the internecine struggle within the 
Akali party. The radicals blamed -ardar Bahadur Mehtab Singh 
party for the Babbar plight and ultimately they came to 
control the 5.G.P.C. and the Akali Dal, ousting the moderates, 


The role of the Babbar movement was sincerely 
appreciated by the Eikhs in foreign lands. they considered 
it as an extension of the Ghadr movement and contributed 
open-heartedly for the welfare of the Babbar families. 

In May,1926 Giani Harnam Singh of Khalsa Diwan Scetety, 
Vancouvre, issued a poster announcing an Akhad Path from May 
21423,1926 in memory of the Babbar Akalis eulogising 

their exploits and expressing sympathy with their families 
aryl collecting subscriptions for their relier.> De Patrie 
gave an extract. cof the poster whieh highlighted the 


atrocities of the bureaucracy on the Babbar Akalis - A 
letter of Giani Harnan Singh cf May 23,1926, praised Bhai 


3. Home-Political, File No.200/1926,pp.1-6. 
&. Ibid., p.10. 
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Kishan Singh in approbious eat. whereas Samund Singh 

of the Khalsa Diwan Victcria (British Columbia), condemned 
bureaucracy for its repression of the Sabbar Akalis in a 
letter written on April 15,1926. The Ceeretary of the 
Paeifie coast Khalsa Diwan Stockton, 5. Ajmer Eingh also 
delivered a warning to the toadies in a resolution.” The 
Babbar sacrifices according to them, were for the national 
cause. The Sikhs, in America, sent B&B. 37,000 for the relief 
of the Babbar families .° The movement had influenced the 
f&ikhe everywhere, transceniing national frontiers. It gave 
many uneasy moments to the C.I.D. and the government of 
Panjab. Three letters by Giani Harnam Singh were addressed 
to Baba Gurdit Singh of KXomagata Maru fame, the 'Desh Sewak' 
ani the 'Babbar Sher'. These were, however, intercepted 

by the C.I.D. in August,1926. The activities of the Khalsa 
Diwan Society Victoria (British Columbia) and the Canadian 
Doaba Press Society, were considered the beginning of the 
‘new Babbar Akali Cult! .? 


The Babbar Akali Movement hac terrified the sovernzent 


officials to such an extent that they went on arresting even 


5. The Arsi February 1979, pp 38-39. Also vide Home- 
Political File No.20C/1926,p.10. 


6. Loc .Cit,. 
7 » Loe.“it. | 


8. The Panjab Press Abstract, Vol XXIV, Sept. 29,1923,p.507. 


9. Home-Political, File No.200/1926,p.12. 
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the innocent Akalis, much later, even after the fizzling out 
of the movement. C.I.D. shadowed even Bhai Partap “ingh, 
Balwant Singh, Giani Ram Singh Judge, Fam Singh Jauhar and 
many others. It appeared that the tale-carriers had created 
scareof the rebirth of the Babbar Akali movement. |° 


It aiso had its impact on all the radical groups 
ani revolutionaries of the later period. It led to the 
intensification of the revolutionary activities in the 
Panjab. The Babbar ideals of selflessness, patrictisn and 
rare heroie sacrifices influenced Bhagat Singh ae well. His 
eompanion Shiv Verma had recorded that Bhagat €ingh always grew 
emotional while he narrated the sagq of the Babbars. It gave 
him a severe shock vhen he found that people were celebrating 
Holi on the 27th February,1%6 with frolic amd fun ~ the day 
when six Babbars were cent to the gallows. He chided his 
countrymen for their sheer ignorance ani esllous indifference. 
He eulogised the Babbar Akalis in his article - "Blood 
Staine on the day of Holf'- in the Milap, published fror 
Kanpur on March 15,1926. He spoke highly of their organi: ation 
and modus operandi. He himself, was, in fact, a product of 
the Babbar movement. || It may be futile to understand his 
revolutionary activities without eonfridering the impact of the 
Babbar Akali movement upon him. Gulab °ingh, himself a 
revolutionary of note, remarked that the immortal spirit, 


10. The Panjab Darpen, Amritsar, August 20,1927. 
11. Ajit Singh, Pp & Suba, OreCites p.63- 
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lofty idealism and exuberant enthusiasm of the Babbar Axalis 
had everwhelmingly left an imprint on the patriots and the 
movement doubtlessly produced the prince amcng them ‘. Bhagat 
Singh. '° 


The failure of the movement taught a lesson to the 
later revoluticnarier. The warders of the toadies had so 
much Glaimed the attention cf the Babbar Akalis that it put 
them off the track. Bhagat Singh and his comrades, therefore, 
rightiy aimed at the British rather than at the toadies,. 
The impact of the movement was manifest in the native states 
as well. The r le of the Babbar Akali movement in the genesis 
of the Riastj Parja Mandal has also been acknowledged. '- Again, 
an offshoot of the Babbar Akali movement sprouted in the 
Malwa due to the efforts of Babu Santa Singh. Thugh it failed 
to make much heaiway, yet it influenced Kartar Singh of Jaspalon 
and Mann Singh of Barri who further influenced Aartar “ingh 
of Chhiniwal and others. Even Udham Singh of Sunam is said 
to have cone into their econtect. Their meetings often took 
place in Bugra, Ghalote, AKudhani and Eekna,* Kartar cingh 


of Jaspalon ami Mann £ingh of Barri trie? to launch the movement 


12. Gulab Singh, Under the Shadow of Galiows, Delhi, 1963,p.35. 
13. Singal, Q.P., Panjabi Kavita Da Vikas, Ladhiana,1970,p.190. 


14, Harbhajan Singh, Shahidan Dia hu BShijian Yaddan, 
op.cit., p.122. 
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in the cis-futlej states. Though their efforts proved abortive, 
yet their impact on Kartar Singh cf Chhiniwal and others ws 
very consejuential. they avenged Guru Ka Bagh atrocities 

by murdering S.4.M, Beaty at his farm in Chatha Sekhwan, near 
Sunam, in 1940.19 


Udham Singh, too, was inflamed by the Babbar heroisfn. 
It exercised enormous spell on various other groups, too. 
One such group was, ‘'Yug Paltau Dal', organised by Amar cingh 
Tegh, Arjan Singh Gargaj enti Sant Inder Singh of Murari, 
with its headquarters at Singh Bela, Amritsar, © According 
to Amar Singh Tegh, they were at Sri Nagar when Ydham came cut 
of jail after unde going 5 years’ term of imprisonment and 
met thes in Kashmir in the guise of a meniicant. It wae there 
on May 17,1932 that a programme to murder Clowyer wis chalked 


17 The fire of revenge burnt within him. He left for 


out. 
England. It was there that he shot Sir, Mieheal C'iwyer dead 
in Caxton Hall, London on March /3,1%0, 8 ani thus he displayed 
the Babbar determination to exterminate the enemies of his 


religion and the country. 


Again, it was the Babbar impact on the youngmen which 
propelled them to do away with the toadies and approvers. 
No movement exercised its spell in a like manner, on the contempora 
youth. It is cretitable that during the thirties many a traitor 
15. Nahar Singh, Azedd fan eyekst Op cits P0339, writes that 
Benty wat murdered in 1’ « But Sarwan Singh Bir, te Hoka, 
June, 1975. 27 Mansa,pec?7 gives the correct date of his er 


as asd rae) 

16. The 2 a e, Chandigarh ,Nov. 3,1979,vide Interview 
of §./ ngh Tegh by Harbhajan Halwarvi. 

17. Loe. eit. "Here Amar Singh has mentioned Dyer which is due 


to confusion. In facts it was Eir,Micheel © Dyer. 
48. Bhajan Singh, Sade Shaheed, op.cit., pe315. 
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was put to desth. If ever a movement haunted the toadies, 

the Babbar Akali Movement was one.’ The Babbar heroisa 

left a deep trail and some youngmen took upon themselves the 
tisk of avenging the Babbar deaths brought about by the 

traitors. In this series the murder of Bela “ingh of Zian 

took place on December 8,1933. He had fled from Vanccuvre 

after murdering and betraying his countrymen and coereligionists. 
Hari fingh of Sundh, Sant Inder Singh of Murari, and Isher 

Singh of Jandoli murdered him.°° 
against Hari Singh, Isher Singh and Bakhshish Singh of 


The cxse was registered 


Chabbewal but due to insufficient evidence, the accused were 
acquitted." Anup ‘ ingh of Manke, who played treachery 

at Babeli on September 1,192°3 was also shot dead in his 

house alongwith his son by Gurdit Singh of Mandiali, Kartar 
Eingh of Chek Bagarian ani Ujjaggar “ingh of Pannahli on 

June 2141936.°" A meeting at Anandpur Sahib was held in March, 
1936 in which Bhagat Singh of iyallpur, dartar cingh of Chak 
Bagrian, Jjjagar Singh cof Pannahli, Ishar Singh of Jandoli, 
Sant Inder Singh of Murari andi Mehar Singh Musafir of Kotli 


19. Gargaj, Arjan Singh, Do Pair Ghat Turna, Delii,n/4, - 

20. The Panjabi [rib: g, pg teres November 3 Mae. a 
Partap -ingh, Gurdware : Se: 9 
0°*.cite, p.263 is not want in sta cing t he was 
murdered by Gurdit Singh, Hari Singh, Kartar Singh of 
Chak Bagrian and Ehivw “ingh of Chabbewal. 


21. Makhsuspuri, S.&., Babbar A Lehar, op.cit., pe307, 
22. Labh Singh Jassowal, fenikhep -awsrikh. Babbar Akali 


on.cit., p.118, and che park papa eel Tune 2 1936 
ani Nawan Zamana, Jullu ury 37, : : 
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Lehal took part. Ujjagar “ingh was asked to perform the 

deed anit he alongwith two others killed Anup Singh. The 
three wer: sentenced to death, but Ujjagar “ingh was acquitted 
on appeal in the High Court.’ > Kartar Singh of Chak Bagrian 
and Gurdit Singh were hanged on Eeptember 10,1 938.°* 


Karam Singh of Mannanhana was an accomplice of 
Jawala Singh of Zian, who got arrested Vhanna Singh of 
Behabalpur om October 25,1923. He was killed by Bachint 
Singh of Dhandoli and Ajaib Singh of Dakha ~ two fugitives from 
the Kapurthala regiment. They murdered him on March 25, 
19%0, He was mirdered near the limits of village Kangraur 
and his dead body wat thrown into a rivulet. They also «illed 
Mula Singh of Plahi who tried to get them arrested. Sachint 
Singh was, later on, arrested due to the complicity of his 
wife and her uncle from Pindori Ganga Singh. Ajaib Singh 
could not be arrested. He avenged hia friend's death by 
murdering his friend's treacherous wife “ibo and her uncle ,29 
Later on, he wae also killed in an encounter with the police. 
Another notorious toady Sikandar of Mehatpur was killed 
by the Babbars in 1942.76 


2ye Makhsuspuri, Sunder Singh, Babbar Akali Lehar, op.cit.,p.303. 
ou, Bammi, M.5., Indian Martyrs, New Delhi, 1977,p.28. 


25. Labh Singh, Sankhep lawarikh Babbar Akali,op.cit., pp.126—-31. 
26. Toid., p.i18. 
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It was again the Babbar impact whieh impelled | 
Harbans Singh Sirhala to organise "Yug Paltao Dal" in 
late thirties Rall This group attempted to mirder Mele &ingh 
Pujari of Kiratpur but killed his servant instead. Harbans 
Singh alongwith Nirmal Singh of Sarinh and Baba Ganda 
Singh were betrayed by Tara Singh of Pangota on 
Jamiary 10,1 3,9 and were got arrested from the High 
f€ehocl of Jamma Rai. They were tried and as a result 
Harbans Singh Sirhala was hanged in Ludhiana Jail on April 3, 
1944 while others were acquitted.-? Ralia Singh of Viehkot 
Manko, responsible for the death of daryam Singh of Dhugga, 
ami Tara Singh of Pangota were also among the toadies who 
were killed during this period.2° Besides, Ajit Singh 
of Dhadda and Jawadar Gurdit Singh of Burro Barrian were 
also despzteched likewise. 


The impact of the Babbar Akali movement is manifest 
on Sikh politics even today. The Sikhs have always rallied 
round these who followed the path shown by the Tenth Guru. 


27, Milkha Singh, Babbar Akali Sangharsh (M88), p.562. 


28. Giant Partap Singh, 
op .cit., Pez @ 


29. ‘Sarhadi, Kartar Eingh, 
Sunehri Ithas, Y 


30. Sasakha Singh, Malwa Ithae, Vol.III, op.cit.,p.1071. 
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The Babbars were more sanguine in the defence cof the Sikh 
symbols, Sikh shrines and Sikh honour than the Akalis and 
thus have, since then, inspired the Sikh masses. when ever 
the Sikhs felt inequity, injustice ani oppression, instant 
appeal to the Babbar modus operandi had brought fresh 
adherence. The nostalgic attachment to the memories of the 
Babbar exploits has always played an important role in 
shaping the Sikh consciousness, 


The Babbar Akalis used religious fervouw for deliberate 
political action. They created an avakening and it provided 
the elan vital to the revolutionary political activities. 
During the British rule, it turned the Panjab into the second 
most important centre of anti-British activities. It provided 
a perpetual source of inspiration for future efforts by 
inching the patriots forward towards the goal of freedom. 

In the post-independence era the Naxalite upsurge also drew 
heavily upon the Babbar ethos and psyche. The mood of open 
confrontation of the Sikhs, first with pseudo-religionus 
organisations like Nirankaris diring the seventies, culminating 
in a clash and then leading to confrontation with the Panjab 
Government, is reminiscent of the Babbar spirit. The Niran-karis 
are neither Sikhs nor Hindus though the majority of them are 
Keshadharis. Their belief in gurudom, mis-interpretation of 

the holy seriptures and the condemnation of the Eikh rituals 
resulted in Nirankari-Sikh confrontation. >" They clashed 


31. The Kaumi Fajneiti, Ludhiana, June 1963. 
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with the followers of the Damdanj Taksal”” in Gurdaspur 
District and the bloodiest clash took place at Amritsar 

on April 13,1978 on the Baisakhi day in which 13 Sikhs were 
killed, The subsequent acquittal of the culprits and the 
Panjab Government's refusal to challenge the acquittals itn 
the court 1it the powder keg. The Sikh response was on 

the Babbar Akali lines. Indeed, the terrorist activity 

has been the standard Sikh response to the denial of justice.>> 
The indiscriminate arrests of the Sikhs of the Damiani Taksal 
created a situation which compelled them to launch a porcha. 
The morcha started by the head of the Damiani Taksal on 

July 19,19822 was subsequently adopted by the Akali Dal when 
it launched "Dharam Yudh - morcha” on kth August,1962.°° The 
genesis, execution and course of the present morcha are 
analogous to the Gurdwara Reform movement of the twenties an 
militant streak bears remarkable reseabelance with the 

Babbar Akali movement. 


The impact of the Babbar Akali movement on the present 


32. Taksal means sint where coins are minted. Damdami Taksal 
means @ place where ikhs are taught to lead life on the 
ideal Eikh mcdel., Ite origin is traced to the activities 
of Bhai Mani Singh at Damdama, District Bhatinda which 

guided the Sikhs to lead life in an ideal &ikh way. 


Osa, Bombay , April 10,1983, 


33. 


ish, Jullundur, 4-10 June, 1983. 
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neo-revival of Sikhiem is evident. The Sikh leaders and 
warces seem to have learnt a leeson from the Babbar Akali 
movement which could not attain ite objective ae the 
government was successful in creating a rift between the 

two wings of the Sikhs leading to the decimation of the 
Babbar Akalie. But the seal with which the Sikhs have 
responded to the call of the extremists now is an indication 
that the Sikhs are facing the onslaught unitedly and with 
singleness of purpose. 


The present struggle is a search for Sikh identity- 
political as well as religicus and the contribution of the 
extremists who draw sustenance form the Babbar Akali movement 
cannot be under-estinated. 


The Babbar Akali movement has left its deep imprint 
on the Sikh politics, The Babbar sacrifices for the cause of 
religion, spurred on the fikhs to undergo sufferings smilingly 
and carry on the relentless campaign against those who were | 
out to undermine the foundations of their faith. Laret cof all, 
it demonstrated the value of the struggle for survival to 
shake off the lassitude of the masses. It is not without 
purpose that numerous references have been made to the Babbar 
Akealis to settle scores with enemies of the faith and bring 
the rulers to reason in their speeches in divans 
held at Manji Sahib, Amritear.°° 


36. Vide a letter of 8. Gurmakh Singh s/o ©.Kishan Singh 
Gargaj, dated January 2,1983 to the present writer. 
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There are many who study history not merely as a 
warning reminder of man's follies and crimes, but also as an 
encouraging rememberance of generative souls; the past ceases 
to be a depressing chamber of horrors >” While studying the 
Babbar Akali movement one comer across nightmarish events 
in which the Babbare demonstrated the meaninglessness of 
human existence. The question of viclence versus non-violence 
becomes irrelevant at such a juncture. The movement is a 
constant pointer to those who stand for just order, that they must 
be ever ready to sacrifice their all. The impact of the 
movement has become evident in the recurring growth of the 
militant groupe such as Yug Paltao Dal, the Naxalites, the 
Dal Khalsa and the Babbar Khalsa ani their concomitant 
sacrificial squads. Besides the Akali Dal,there are splinter 
groupe which, no wonder, bear testimony to the legacy of the 
Babbar Akali Movement. One such group is the Babbar sShalsa - 
an extremist group of recklessly militant Sikhs. Viclence is 
its credendum. ‘Bullets will continue to fly, the guilty will 
get their deserts', (Goli Chaldi Fahegi, dusht sodhey jaange) 
4s its eredo.2® In its pamphlets, it exhorts the Sikhs to 
prepare themselves to fight the "government tyranny and to 
throw away the yoke of sivery". This groun owned responsibility 
for 35 murders of the Nirankaris, since 1981 _39 


37. Will Durant, The Lesson of His tor Ys Bomba, 1 970, p.102. 
38. The Probe, Delhi, November, 1983. 
39. The Tribune, Chandigarh, December 21,1983. 
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Another group deeply imbued with the Babbar ideology 
is Dal Khalsa. It stands for a relentless struggle against the 
government. The governnent proclaimed award for the arrest 
of their leaders but they warned the informers that they 
would be dealt with, on the lines of the Babbar Akalis ."° This 
shows that the Babber Akali movement has always enthralled the 
Sikh psyche. 


This study is bound to remain incomplete without a 
perusal of its impact on Panjabi literature. ‘his movement 
produced a rich galaxy of poets which put new life in the 
struggle. The poems written by Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargsj 
(in the Panch,*’ the Gargaj Akali*? and the Babbar Akgli Doabs’? 
Banta Singh Sevak’", Waryam Singh of Dhugga ani Dhanna Singh of 
Behbalpur, *? Sansa Singh M6 and Nand Singh of Ghurial*?” are fine 
pieces cf selfless patriotic fervour. The Babbar heroism has 


40. The Panjabi Tribe-yune, Chandigarh, May +,1982. 

41. The Panch, Lahore, December 7,1921. 

42. The ae aj Akali, Amritear, February 28, April 17, June 26 
ami July 37,1922. 

43, The Babbar Akali Doaba, September 9,1922. 

b4, Dharam Paul fingel, Panjabi Kav de Vikas, op.cit., p.191. 
4S, The Babbar Goonj, San Francisco, June, 1925, p.5. 


46. Wasakha Singh, Malwa Ithas, Volume III, op.cis., pp.1023,35, 
37,40,51 5%. 
47. The Curmat Missionary, Delhi, April 1987, pp.20=21. 
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also adied to the richness of Panjabi folk literature. The 
folk song about Banta Singh is citedt- 
Banta Singh Babbar Dhamian Da, 


Lak Banh ke Nadi Tar Jave. 
ptm a pe Babbar Banta Singh Dhamian will seen, 


ing up his waist and crossing the stream) 

During the second half of this century, the influence 
of the Babbar Akali Movement on literature has become more 
vivid. In this regard, Harsharan Singh, Gursharan Singh and 
Gurdial Singh Phul have dramatised the Babbar Sagas of heroic 
patriotism with precision, force ani imagination.”? Tarlok 
Singh's attempt’ in the field of fiction is the first of its kind. 
The peetry of seventies and eighties also bears clear imprint 
of this movement. The poetry of protest, anguish and revolt 
was only a rehearsal of the Babbar sentinents and a legacy of 
Babbar genre of poetry. Dr. Gureharan Singh?’ had put new life 
into the dry benes of history and Avtar Jandialvi?’ in his 
poem suecintly poihts to the historic role cf the movement 
when he calls it ancther step connecting Baen to Chamkaur! 


49. Harsaran Singh, Parde, a 19693; Gursharan Singh, 
is Tali Te, Amritsar; and Phul, Gurdial Singh, anos Aje 
Nahin ‘ukha, Amritsar, 1982, support this contention. 
50. Tarlok Singhs Bab De Vithiya, (Goli Chaldi Gat) 
manera 


541. the P ibid Tribune, Chandigarh, January 26,19%8°. 
52. The Preet Lari, Preet Nagar, August,1980. 
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You may be a rebel or a fugitive, 

Let me participate in your funeral congregation, 
Some one has to show the way, 

By getting his joints dissected} 

Eome one has to play heroie deed, 

Of linking the fort of Chamkaur 

To the blood-stained currents of Baen. 


Thus, the impact of the Babbar Akali movement on 
f&ikh-politie:, Indian freedom Movement as well as on life 
and literature has been very significant. The movement has 


become a part of the history of our country. 
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XT 


THE ©UMMING-UP 


The Babbar Akali Movement was the. outcome of the 
Akali Movement arm was directed towards the attainment of 
India's Independence. It was the by-product of the cumulative 
effect of the anger of the Sikhs against the British administration 
The way in which the Panjab had been snatehed from the Sikhs, 
the Kuka fikhs were suppressed, Sardar Ajit Singh wae deported, 
inhuman treatment was meted out to the passengers of Kama Gata 
Maru and the British interfered in the religious affairs of the 
Sikhs by helping the Mahants and thus blockaded the Gurdwara 
Reform Movement, was agitating the minde of the Sikhs (Ch.I). 


The Nankana trageiy and the atrocities perpetrated 
during the Guru Ka Bach morchg on the non-violent Sikhs, 
aroused the ire of the Sikhs, in particular of those belonging 
to the Bist Jullundur Doab who came out openly to punish those 
who, they believed, stood in the way of the Gurdwara Reform 
movewent.(Ch.IT). 


Their aims and objectives were elear and spefic. 
In the beginning, they stood for the liberation of the 
Gurdvaras from the control of the Mahants. They first formed 
Chakarvarti Jathas and propagated their views among the people. 
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When the toadies made it difficult for them to operate 

among the people, they launehed the Babbar Akali Jatha 

in August 1922, brought out Babbar Akali Doaba leaflet and 
ineluded the elimination of the toadies among their objectives 
(Ch. IIT). 


They stood for tre liberation of the Gurdwaras and 
the country. To achieve this they r:certed to viclence and 
the "reform" or "elimination" of the toadies became their 
watchword. The peaceful propaganda activities and passive 
resistance were abandoned in favour of purposeful action 
which could elicit immediate attention of the authorities 
(Ch. IV). 


In order to implement it, they toured the Doab 
Villages, held diwans and delivered fiery speeches in the 
eonferenees ani awakened the masses. But the toadies became 
a constant source of danger. As a result, they merged their 
roving groups into BABBAR JATHA to chastise the toadies 
effectively .(Ch.¥). 


The Babbar Akaliz planned to tackle tie toadies first. 
The first in the series was the assassination of Zaildar 
Bishan Singh of Fani Thua (Ranipur Kamboan) to be followed 
by tre murders of Dewan (Fingh) of Hayatpur on February 13, 
19233 Buta (Singh) Lambardar of Nangal fhamvan on February 11, 
19233 Labh Singh, C.I.D. Head constable of Garh Shankar on 
March 19,1923 and Lambardar Hasara Singh of Behbalpur on 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


339 


March 27,1923; Subedar Genda Singh of Ghurial was surdered 
on 17 April,1923. Lambardsr and Sufedposh Ralla of Kaulgarh 
and his brother Dittu were killed in their village on 

May 20,1923. Another notable murder of this period was 

that of PatwariAta Mohasmred of Nandaehaur on June 6,1923. 
According to the official record, the number of murders, 
during the movement amounted to 147.(Ch.VI). 


The government, too, tried to nip the movement in the 
bud by arresting their leading light, Master Mota Singh on 
June 16,1922 ani cther luwinaries like Master Dalip Eingh of 
Gossal, Secretary of the Babbar Akali Jatha and Karam Singh 
Jhingar and Havildar Kishan Singh, the Prima Donna of the 


Babvar Akali movement. 


The arrest of weaklings like Assa Singh of Phakrudi, 
on March 1,1923 and that of Amar Singh of Kot Barre Khan 
on March 26,1923 enabled the police to make a dent in the 
Babbar citadel and they obtained many important clues from 
them. Many villages were raided on Mareh 23,41 923 and on the 
basis of those raids, arrests of the sabber Akalis and their 
sympathisers were started on April 22,1923 unier the direet 
control of Sheikh Abdul Asis, Special Superintendent of 
Police (C.I.D.),Panjab, who was made the owerall incharge to 
deal with the situation created by the BABBAR AKALI MOVEMENT, 
Pewards were preclaimed on April 25 and August 8,1923, on 
the lines of the proclamation of November 30,1922 for the 
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apprehension of the Babbar Akalis. As a result, many 

a weakling turned traitor ani played in the hands of the 
bureaucracy to knock the movement out of its bottom. 

Babu Fanta Singh, the then Secretary was got arrested by his 
confident Sant Kartar Singh on June 20,1923 at Tapa railway 
etation from the railway compartment of the train going from 
Barnala to Bhatinda. 


Anup Singh of Mano, also betrayed £. Karam Singh of 
Dauiatpur, the then President of the Babbar Akali Jatha on 
September 1,1923 at Babeli, leading te his death alongwith 
Udey Singh of Ramgarh Jhuggian, Bishan Singh of Mangat 
and Mohinder Singh of Pindori Ganga Singh. Similarly Dalipa of 
Dhamian was arrested on 12th Oetober,1923 at Mian Channan 
railway station (District Mont-gomery) due to the betrayal of 
Jawala Cingh of Zian. Dhanna Singh of Behbalpur, too, fell 
a victia to the machinations of Jawala Singh on October 25, 
1923. The remanent members of the Babbar Akali Jatha were 
Banta Singh of Dhamian, Jawala Singh of Fatehpur xXothi and 
Waryam Singh of Dhugga and a handful of others. Jagat Singh 
of Munder informed the police that Banta Singh, Jawala ©ingh 
and Waryam Singh were staying in his house at Munder. They 
were besieged on December 12,1923 at Munder. Waryam Oingh 
alone could escape. He, however, was killed on April 88,1924 
with the connivance of his relatives in an encounter with 
the police in Lyallpur District. 
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Those who were arrested were committed to the Sessions. 
The Main Babbar case and Supplementary case I (kmown as Trial 
Ne.II) inciuded 91 Babbars who were sent for the trial. 
Three of them died during the trial, while others were 
convicted out of whom six were hanged on February 27,1926. 
In the Babbar €upplementary case II (Trial No.3) again 
& Babbare were sent to the gallows on February 27,1927 
(Ch. VIT). 


The Babbar activities dic not however, come to an end 
in spite of such deterrent punishments andi executions. The 
Babbars Kilied many traitors and toadies during the thirties 
and forties with a vengeance. They inelided Bela Singh of 
Zian, Karam Singh of Mannanhana and Anup Singh of Manko. They 
also murdered the notorious Akali baiter &.G.M. Beaty in 190 
to avenge the atrocities committed by him during the Guru Ka 
Bagh worcha. The efforts of Sardar Harbans Singh of Sirhala, 
leading to the organisation of the Yug-Paltau-Dal in order to 
realise the dreams of the Babvhars, were the last in the series 


(Ch.VIII). 


Despite those gigantic efforts and sacrifices, the 
movement, as illeluck would have it, fsiled te achieve its 
laudable objectives. I+ failed because it wae not masterly 
planned nor was it faultlessly executed. It suffered from many 
snags. it remained regioval throughout and could make headway 
only in the Doab. Only a very limited number of people in 
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the Panjab exhibited any genuine sympathy and oven support for 
it. The reasons were quite obvicus. The non-tikh 
population altogether kept aloof. Out of the Sikhs their 
main prganizations like Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comrittee, 
Shiromani AkKali Dal and the Central Sikh League did not 
extend their open support to it. Even the army, which 
vroaght forward no fewer than 54 soldiers to promote its 
objectives, failed to act as a body. Wo doubt, sporadic 
efforts and individual sacrifice created much terror and 
Lent the tempo to the freedom struggle, but that alone 


was not sufficient. 


In order to project it as a foreeful and successful 
movement, cool-headed planning, complete secrecy, through 
and masterly implementation of the programme were the need 
of the hour. The Babbars were no doubt, a dedicated and 
devoted group of men, arm! preceeded to execute teir 
programme without getting any active and open suppert from 
their compatriots. They livad on an emotional plane and 
executed their plane likewise. They planned to overthrow 
the British Government in India by the use of arms which 
they did not possess to any sicnificant extent. The 
unlimited resources of the then mightiest empire in the 
world foretold the failure of the isolated efforts and 
single-handed struggle of the Babbar Akalis (Ch.IX). 
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But success is not the sole criterion for the appraisal 
of a mowement. The wain issue is not the victory but the 
fight, the essential is not to have won but to have fought 
well. The spirit that inspires and sustains a movement is 
an important factor that brings out its eharacter ant strength. 
The strength of the Babbar Akali movement lay in kindling 
the spark and revivifying the will to liberate the country. 

The ideclogy of the Babbars and their selflessness made such 
an impact on the minde of the countrymen that it became a 
legend in i*s own time. Nearly all the revolutionaries in the 
thirties and forties got direct inspiration from them. The | 
murders of the toadies at the hands of the revolutionaries vas 
the legacy of this movement. Gir, Michael O'Dwyer was shot to 
dearth and Mr. 5.0.M. Beaty wat wardered during this period, and 
it demonstrated that the eause for whieh the Babbars fought and 


died, was not forgotten. 


The Bebbers rightly eonsidered that an unjust political 
ander could be fought againet effectively only by the 
revolutionary means. They did not see any incompatibility to 
the use of force to strike terror in the minds of the British 
effiecers and their Indian supporters. No doubt, the Sikh 
religion pute more emphasis or forgiveners 2nd self-abasenent 
but that is an ideal and everything is not permeated with the 
ifeal in life. Even Guru Gobind Singh had advocated the use 
of force ani the Babbars, like true disciples of the Guru, 
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re enacted his deeds. They firmly held the view that the 
cruel must be dealt with an iron hand and the toadies must 

be taught a lesson. Doubtlessely, their struggle was based on 
moral premises. When there was only "a choice between 
cowardice and viclence", they followed the viclent course 

and died for the cause of the Sikh religion and the country. 
Their movement was, characteristically, a Eikh Movement in 
its ideology, iogistics and operation. Wherever the Sikhs 
either felt let down or were convinced of the inequity and 
injustice, their hand wert to the hilt. The movement drew 
inspiration from the past and alee inspired the future events. 
It became a model for the Post-Indepenience moverents such as 
Naxalite upsurge in the Panjab in the sixties and the neo- 
revival of the Sikhe during the seventies and eighties. The 
struggle spearheaded by Damdami Taksal and the Babbar Khalea 
has close resemblance to the Babbar Akali movement and quite 
interestingly has assumed the same religio-political complexion 
(Ch. X). 


This resume, inevitab iy, leads us to certain 
con¢clusions. The pertinent question arises: Why do such 
viclent movements arisef The answer is quite cleart The urge 
for emancipation is natural. The rulers, intexicated with 
power, prefer to ignore even the genuine arpirations of their 
subjects ani try to suppress them ruthlesrly. The coercive 
methods lead to a siturtion where confrontation and retaliation 
become inevitable. If the government resorts to dialogue 
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instead, much violence can be avoided. 4ny government worth 
the name mast take steps to redress the genuine grievances. 
Otherwise, very critical and inflammable situation arises 

if the government adopts a procrastinating attitude or shows 
antipathy. In the case of the Babbar Akalis, it was Nankana 
carnage whieh gave a severe jolt to the sincere Akaiis. In 
the beginning, the Akalis stood for reformation in the 
management of the Gurdwaras. The failure of the government 

to understand the Sikh point of view and the promptness to help 
the Mahants inflamed the situation. What followed was merely 


its repereussion. 


Secondly, no amount of repression can decimate the 
longing for freedom. That Babbars could challenge the might of 
the rulers in this unequal struggle, though for a short period, 
was characteristic of their dauntless courage and firm determinatio 
They embarked upon the dangerous course, without caring for 
the consequences. To them, human existence had no meaning 
ami they quite certainly, were aware that the road to freedos 
lay over the corpses of the patriots. Nothing is achieved 
witho t sacrifices. 


Thirdly, it brings in bold relief that when fired with 
an ideal, human beings have an amazing capacity to bear 
untold sufferings. Only those who are capable of limitless 
sacrifices are capable of rising to limitless heights. 


Fourthly, it bringe out the truth that nothing is 
meaningless. The Babbar Akali movement, in its brief phase, 
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has left a lesson for posterity. The Sabbar heroes had 
posed such a grim challenge to the government that the 
government was left with no alternative but to come tc terms 
with the Akalis. It is needless to say that this movement 
added tc the strength of the Akali Dal and Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and thus increased their 
bargaining power. 


Fifthly, the movement has yet another lesson which 
should not be lost sight of. Whenever there is a split, the 
antagonists take advantage cf it and try to break the bone of 
the movement. This creates a catastrophic situation and the 
protagonists and proponents fail to fully realise their 


objectives. 


Lastly, the controversy over means is only an exercise 
in futility. The mimber of deaths of those Akalis who followed 
the policy of passive resistence was not less than those of the 
Babbar Akalis. Violence is a part of human survival and 
existence and its utility had been recognised. The dangerous 
situation arises only when it becomes tte sole arbiter of human 
destiny. Its expedient application cannot be under-estima‘ted, 
It was the death-defying courogc amd selfless sacrifices of the 
Babbar Akalis whieh helped the Axali Dal and the Indian 
National Congress to strengthen their ranks and realise their 
aims to a large extent. Their struggle did help bring the 
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goal of freedom nearer. Thus treir contribution to the 
struggle for freedom has been unique and memorable and 
hence should find a place of pride not only in the annals 
of the Panjab but alfo that of the entire sub-continent of 
India. 
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APPHMIIX I 


CHRONOLOGY OF TH MAIN EVONTS 


October 12,1920 


Novem <r 16,1920 
Dacamber 14,1920 
January 25,1921 


Pebruary 20,1921 


Fabruarcy 21,1921 


March 3,1921 


March 9 to 11, 1921 


Mareh 13,1921 


March 21,1921 


March 25827,1921 


April 44,1971 


April 9,1921 


Golden Tample ari Akal Takhat come under 
ne control of the Akalis. 


The S.GeP.C. comas into existence. 
The Shiromani Akali Dal formed. 


The Akalis, unijer Teja Singh of Bhuchar 
take control of Darbar Sahib, Tarntaran,. 


Tragedy of Nankana occurs. 


Karam Singh of Daulatpur organises 4 
political conference at Hehatpur. 


Guriiwares at Nankana Sahib come unmier 
Penthic control. 


Mahatma Gandhi attends a Shahidi 
@iwan at Nankana Sahib and calla upon the 
Sikhs to adost nonecooparation. 


Master Mota Singh condemns Nankana Carnage 
Rot patunt at the policy of non-violence, 4&t 


Tha Akali conference at Rurka Kalan is 
held. Maater Mota Singh addresses the 
conference. 


Karam Singh Dauletpur organises a 
conierence at Mahalpur. 


RYIX Sikh Education conference takes 
Place at Hoshiarpur. 


The militant Akalis hatch a conspiracy 
to rmmurder the officials reaponsible for 
the Nankana earnag:?. 


Kishan Singh Gargaj becomes Secretary, 
Akali Dal. 


The militant Akalis nold meting at 
Amritsar in the office of tha Secretary, 
Akaili Dsl. 
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May 21,1924 


June &, 1971 
Jane, 1921 


October 29,1921 


Oetober , 1921 


November 1,1921 


November 8,121 


November 15,1921 


November , 1921 


December 6,1921 


December 1°,1921 


December 21,1921 
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fhe militant Akalis hold meeting and depute 
Bela Singh and Ganda Singh to murder 
J.W.Bowring. 


Bela Singh ani Ganda Singh are arrested ani 
the conspiracy ends in a fiasco, 


Kishan Singh becomes fugitive. 


Master Mota Singh leaves for North-west 
Frontier Province. 


Keys of the Tosa Khana of Golden Temple, 
Amritsar taxen away by the Government 
offieial. 


Karam Singh holds a eonference at Kukar 
Majra. 


Kishan Singh addresses meetings at 
Hardaspur, Plahi and Chaheru. 


Karan pine, £ of Daulatpur leads a jatha 
of 50 Akalis, at the call of the ©.G.P.C. 
te capture the Gurdwara of Hothian. 


FPiret Akali Conspiracy case starts. 


Master Mota Singh appears and delivers a 
fiery speech at Nanxana, on the oecasicn 
of the birthday of Sri Guru Nanak Lev ji. 


Baba Gurdit Singh of oma Gata Maru fame 
offers, himself, for arrest at Nankanz. 


€. Kishan Singh fleats Chakarvarti Jatha. 
Conference at Rurka Kalan, meetings 

at Chehru, Phagwara, Julluniur ani a 
diwan at Birring takes place. 


§ Kishan Singh Gargaj delivers 
anti-British speeeh at Haripur 


Master Dalip Singh of Gossal at:ends 
Rurka Kalan diwan and delivers a lecture 
there. | 


A diwan is arranged at Jhingar. 
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By ay - 


January 12,1922 


Jvganuary 17,1922 


January 19,1922 


January 24,1922 


January 31,1922 
Pebruary 24-26, 1922 


March 14,1922 


March, 1922 
March, 15, 1922 
March 19,1922 


March 20,1922 
March 24,1920 


April 13,1922 


April 22,1922 


May 11, 1922 


390 


Kisian Singh attends diwans at Chamkaur 
Schib and Sirhind. 


The Akalis under Mula Singh Bahowal take 


Control of Ananmipur Sahib. The militant 


Akalis under Kishan Singh help capture 
the Gurdwara of Kiratpur Sahib, 


The Akalis, arrested in connection with 
the keys agitation, are released, 


The keys of the Tosakhana ar: delivered 
to Baba Kharek Singh at Akal Takhat. 


of Daulatpur arranges diwan 
har. 


at Naw 


Meeting is held at Jadla,. 


A Giwas iy held at Ghurial on the 
concluding day of 101 ‘Akhand-?Paths' 


A eorference is neld at Kot Fatuhi. 


Kishan Singh Gargaj delivers a 
fiery and antieBritish speech at Anandpur 
Sanib, on the occasion of Hola Mohalla. 


A diwan 48 arranged at Buhani. 
A diwan is held at Sishala. 


A diwan at Sangowal is heid by 
S Kishan Singh. 


A Conference at Apratakas place. . 
Meating at Rajowal by Kishan Singh group 


to devise ways anc means of ‘reforming’ 
the toadies. 


A meeting is convened at Sadhara by Karem 
Singh of Daulatpur group to consider the 
reformation of the toadies, 


A police party raids Birring to arrest 
Kishan Singh and Master Mota Singh 


Sunder Singh Makhsuspuri is arrested 
at Sundh 


e@ 
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May 20,1922 


May 28,1922 


aur i6, 1922 


July 3, 1922 


July 99,1922 


August 18, 1922 


August 20,1922 


August 22,1922 


Saptember, 1992 


Bagel el ele Qe 1922 


anper 20, 1922 


November 30,1922 
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Harnam Singh Mehdipur is assaulted by 


Chakarvartis of Kishan Singh group. 


A meeting is called atKaulgari: by Karan Singh 


group to reform the jhojlighuks. 

Aesa Singh ani Dalip Singh Sadhera seek the 
aivice of Kishan Singh in connection with 
the decisions of Kaulgarh meeting at 
Bagiala. 


Master Mota Singh is arrested from 
his village. 


Kaka, Lambardar of Bachauri, is robbed 
of & 570/2 by Karam Singh group. 


ae de considers — of both 


Karam Singh. 


Karam Singh of Jhingar, Mastcr Dalip Singh 
of Gossai and Kishan Singh visit Montgomery 
gil to meet Mast::c Mota Singh. 


Babbar Akali Akhbar is started by 
Karan Singh. 

Guru Kai Bagh Morcha starts. 

The Babbar Akali Jatha is floated aftr 
the merger of chakaryati jathas. 


Kistioun Singh Gargaj eddresses a letter 
to the Sacretary SeGePaCe asking him to 
give up the policy of Noneviolence at 
Guru Ka Bache 


«~ Meeting at Rajomal to plan the murder 


of Arjan Singh Patwari, alleged to be 
gresponsibls for the arrest of Mast:?r Mota 
Singh. 


The Babbar Akalis attend “Charan Ki Chhinj* 
at Aghalpur. 


Leaflets ar: distributed by the Babbar 
. > “Paxkarma*® of the Golcien 
Temple, ridiculing nonviolence. 


The Panjab Government announces rewards 
for the arrest of the Babbers. 
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Jecember 8, 1922 letters of the soldiers printed in 
the “Babbar Akali Akhbar", 
December 25,1922 First mecting is held at Jassowal to 


oe the hal of the 


Decamber 30031, 1922 S8scom meeting at Jassowal takes place. 

January 5, 1923 Karam Singh of Jhingar and Dalip Singh 
of Gossal are arrsasted,. 

Januery 12,1923 Letters of soldiers are printed in the 
“Babbar Akali Aknbar*, 

January 16,1923 Pirst eabertive attempt is made to kill 
Arjan Singh Patwari of Haripur. 

January 23,1923 Dhanna Singh SB8ehbalpur joins the 


"Babbar Akali jatha‘. 


« Second attempt te kill Arjan Singh 
Patwari of Haripur also ends in fiasco. 


Januery 24,1923 Pragpur is raided to arrest Kishan 
Singh Gargaj. 
February 2,1923 A dacoity {s comnaittad at Jadla. 
Pebruary 10,1923. Bishan Singh Zaildar of aani Thua is 
murdered. 
Pebruary 13,192 ; A police informer, Diwan, is mirdered 
by the Babbar Akalia. 
February 16,1923. Waryam Singh of Dhugga and Dalipa of 
Dhammiar join the Babbar jatha. ~~ 
February 22,1923 Third meting takes place at Jassowal. 
February 26,1923 Kishan Singh Gargaj is arrested from 
| Pindori Mahal. 
March 1,1923 Assa Singh of Phakrudi is arrested from 
March 3,1923 Daceity at. Jamser Failway station 
is committed by the Babbar Akalis. 
March 10,1923 Buta Singh, Lambardar of Nangal Shamnan is 
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March 


April 


April 


April 
April 


April 


April 
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16,1923 


17,1923 


19,1923 


22,1923. 


2341923 


23,1923 


26, 1923 


27,1923 


3, 1923 


37,4923 


20, 1923 


22, 1923 
23,1923 


24, 1923 


25,1923 


Pirst attempt is made to kill Labh Singh 
Dhadida, fxeaponsible for the arrest of 
Kishan Singh. 


Second attempt to kill Labh gingh 
Dnadia also faiia, 


Labh Singh of Garhshankar is murdered. 


First declaration c& ths Babtears owning 
the wurders an! open lett:r by the Babbar. 
Akalis to Lt. Governor,Panjab, is issued, 


Third attempt to kill Labh Singh Dhadda 
also aborts. 


ne police conduct simultanacus raids 
at Pindori Nijjaran, Kishan Pura, Jassoval, 
Bika, Pvaqgpur, and Rehaiwal etc. 


Amar Singh granthi of Kot. Fatuhi is 


arrested. 


Hagara Singh Sirbhrah of Behbalpur is 
murcered . 


First attes>pt is «ade by th: Babbers to 
murier Lambardars and Chaukidars of 
Pindori WNijiarar. 


Subedar Ganda Singh of Ghurial is 
murdered . 


Second attempt to murder Lambardars 

ani Chaukidars of Pindori Nijjeran also 
£aila. 

The arrests of the Babbar Akalis start. 
the Govarrment of the Panjab takes steps 
to release the Akalis, arrested in 
connection with the Guru Ka Bagh morcha. 


The $.G.2.C. Geclares ite dissociation 
with the Babbar Akalis. 


The Akalis arrested in connection with 
the Guru Ka Bagh Morcha ara released, 


- $2coml proclamation for the apprehension 


of the Bebbars is issued. 
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May 20,1923 
May 21, 1923 


May 29630, 1923 
June 6, 1923 
June 20, 1923 


July 77,1923 


July 15,1923 


July 22,1923 


August 68,1923 


August 14,1923 
August 15,1923 
August 17,1923, 
September 1, 1923 
September 6, 1923 


Septenber 13,1923 


ber 21,1923 


Septenber 23,1923 
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Ralla and oittu of Kaulgarh murderad, 


Sacond lett-r of the Babbar Akalis 
owning the murders is issued. 


The 3.G.P.C., again, declares thea 
Babbar Akalis, anti-Panthic,. 


Ata Moharamed Patwari of Mandéechaur, 
murdered by the Babbar Akalis. 


Babu Santa Singh arrested at Tapa 
railway station. 


The 8.G.P,C, sends Pirst enquiry Committee 
to probe the excesses by the Police in 
tho Doaba. 


Bishan Singh Sandhara assaulted by the 
Babbar Akalis. 


Subedar Amar Singh of Dhaliwal, a 
military pensioner ani a member of the 
SeGePC. arrested, 


Third Proclamation announcing rawards for 
the arrest of the Babbars, issued. 


Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran, arrested, 
The cas: of the Babbars, starts. 

The Babbars are produced in the court. 
Babeli carnage takes place, 


The $.G.?.C, appoints second enquiry 
comaittee to go into the Doaba excesses. 


Second Enquiry Comnittee arrested by the 
police, 


Harbans Singh of Sirhala Khurad, arrestad, 


Udhan Singh of Jandoo Singha, a menber 
of the 5.G.?.C. arrested. 


Sixty three Babbarsa challaned. 


Dalipa of Dhamian arrested at Mian 
Chamnun, District Montgomery 
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October 25,1923 

fovember 13,1923 
December 12,1924 
December 29, 1923 


January 29,1924 


February 25,1925 
January 19,1926 


Feburary 27, 1926 
Fabruary 28, 1926 


Pebruary 27,1927 


Hay 16,1931 
July 15, 1932 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


Dhenna 3ingh explodes a bomb at Mannanhana. 


Jawala Singh of Kotli Bawa Dass murdered. 


Mumier carnage takes place. 


Sa@iha Singh of Pandori Nijjaran dies 
during the trial. 


The Babber Akali conspiracy case 
Supplementary I is brought befers the 
committing magistrate. 


Both, the cases ar: caomnitted to the 
sessions. 


The case getartes in the court. 


Waryem Singh of Dhugga killed at Chak No,54, 
District Lyallpur, 


Sunder Singh of Hayat “ur dies during the 
trial. 


Five Babar Akalis are sentenced to 
Geath. 


After an appeal in the High Court 6 Bab>ars 
instead of § are sentenced to death. 


Six Babbar Akalis are executed, 


Seven are sin oonaiceags to death in tha 
Babbar conspiracy dase, Supplementary II. 


After an appeal in connection with 
Supplementary IZ in the High Court 6 are 
gentenced to death and ara sent to the 
gallows. 


The Akalis of Malwa plan to start the 
Babbar movement. 


Sadhu Singh of Sandhara sent to the galiows. 


Rattan Singh of Rakkar killed, in an 
encounter with the police. 


The Babbar Akalis murder Bela Singh of Zian. 
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April 8, 1938 


August 10,1938 


March 13,1940 


June 13,1940 
June 27,1940 


July 31,1940 
January 10,1943 
April 3,1944 
September 1, 1946 


Anup Singh of Manko Murdered, 


Karam Singh Jhingar dies on the last 
day of imorisonnent. 


Kartar Singh Kirti end Gurdit Singh of 
Mandholi sent to the seaffoli for the 
murder of Amp Singh. 


Sic Michacl 0O' owyer shot dead by 
Udham Singh of Sunam, in London. 


Karam Singh of Mannanhans, responsible 

for the death of Dhanna Singh of Behbalptr, 
is murdered. 

Udnam Singh sentenced to death. 


S,GeM. Beaty shot dead by the Babbar 
Akalis of Malwa at Chatha Sekhwan, 


Vdham Singh is sent to the gallows. 
Harbans Singh of Sixshala arrested. 
Harbans Singh sent to the seaffold. 
First Babbar Shahid. 


Confexrance, at Gurdwara Chaunts Sahib 
(Babeli), takes place. 
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8. 
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10. 
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A LIST OF LIVING BABBAR AKALIS 


Name and Address Date of 
Atma Singh s/o Sham Singh - 
village ropur 
(District Jullundur) 

Banta Singh s/o Khem Singh, 1901 
Village Pragpur(District 

Jullundur) 

Bakhsish Singh s/o Pres Singt., 1905 


Vallage Pindori, et fala 
(District Jullundur) 


Beant Bingh s/o Chanda Singh, ~ 
Vallage Nangal Kalan 
(Distriet Hoshiarpur). 


Bhan Singh s/o Jawahar Singh, 2 
Village Mangat( District 
Jullundur) 


Buta Singh #/o Thakur Singh August 
Village Pinderi Nij = 1898 
(District Jullundur 


Diwan Singh s/o Hira Sangh, - 
village Mowal(District Aaritear) 


Hardit Singh s/o Munsha Singh, 18% 
Village Jassowal (District 
Hoshiarpur) 


Hazara Singh s/o Inder Singh, 
Village Munder (District Juliundur) 


Hukam Singh s/o Dewa Singh, 1906 
Vallage Pindort ries hehe 
(District Jullundur 


Conspiracy Case 
Babbar conspiracy 
ease,a.n.90. 

AeNe 2 


aon.86 


a.n.87 
aene?> 


aon.5§ 


Supplementary II 


Babbar Conspiracy 
case, a n5, 


Supplementary II 


Babbar Conspiracy 
case, a.n.11 


contdeece 
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APPENDIX 2 contds 


11. 


12. 


13. 


4h, 


15. 
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Kartar Singh s/o Dewa Eingh, 1905 
Village Pindori Nijjaran 
(Distriet Jullundur 


Milkha Singh a/o Gulab &ingh, 
Village Pinderi ao 
(District Jullundur 


Rattan Singh s/o Hasara “ingh, Village 
Singriwala (District 
Hoshiarpur) = 


Augus 
1905 


Shiv Gingh s/o Gurdit Singh, 18% 
Village Haripur 
(District Juilundur) 


Surain Singh s/o Phakar Singr, 1399 
Village Daulatpur, Tehsil and 
District Jullundur. 


AeRe 36 


aenel9 


Eupplementary II. 
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BABBAR AKALI DO 


This was the organ of the Babbar Akalis and it spread 

thei: message in the Doaba to a great extent. In ali fifteen 
issues were brought out from August 20,1922 to May 21,1923. 
Karam Singh of Daulatpur brought out its two iesues, while the 
rest, except three, were the work of Jathedar Kishan Singh. 

The Jast issue was entirely the work of Babu Santa Singh. 
Despite best efforts, it has not been pogesible to locate any 
copy of the paper. However, the extracts quoted in contemporary 
newspapers am the court records have been traced. The gist 


of some of them is given against each issue, below: 


47. Auguet 20,1922 Call tc plunder treasuries. 

2e August 22,1922 Lamentation over the arrest of 
Sikh leaders like Master Mota Singh. 

3. Auguet 23,1992 Appeal for unity. 

4, September 9,1922 ‘Xheande da Geet’ - a poem by 
Kishan Singh Gargaj 

5S. September 21,1922 Appeal to soldiers to join 
the Babbar Akeli ranks. 

6. Oateber 6,1922 on 

7. October 20,1922 at a of Mahants as well as the 

8. October 25,1922 oo 

9. November 19,1922 Critical of the &.G6.P.C. 

10. December 8,1922 Letters of the soldier: printed in 


Babbar Akali Doaba. 


contd. . 
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11. December 25,1922 
12. January 12,1923. 
13. March 22,1923 
14, April 14,1923 


15. May 21,1923 
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Kalghi Dhar Number. 


Letters of the soldiers and the 
gist of their talk with D.C. 
Jullundur, published. 


Open letter to the Governor of the 


Appeal to the people to swell 
the Babbar ranks. 


Second Declaration of the Babbar 
Akalis owning Kaulgarh murders was 
printed ° | 
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8 .No. 
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12 
13 
1% 
15 
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Name of the Paper/Magasines 


The Ajit 


The Babbar Sher 
The Desh Sewak 
The Desh Sewak 
The Gargaj Akali 


The Gurdvara 
The Jathedar 


The Kirpan Bahadur 


The Panch (W) 


The Qaumi Bab-bar Sher’ 


The Zamindar 


Language 


Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Urdu 

Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Panjabi 
Urdu 


Panjabi 
Hindi 

Panjabi 
Panjabi 


Place of 


Amritsar 
Amritsar 
Amritsar 
Jullumiur 
Amritsar 
Amritsar 
Auritsar 
Amritsar. 
Awritersr 
Auritsar 
Lahore 


fan Francisco 
Allahabad 
Amritsar 
Auritear 
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From " oveuber 8,1 921 to > May er 32 
Trying Magistrate, P.J.Kust 


Sr .Ho. Name and address 

4 Amar Eingh, Kot Barre Khan (Gujzanwala) (approver) 

2 Amar Singh, Delhi (absconied) . 

36 Bachittar Singh, Dhuri (Sangrur) 

%. Battan Singh, Kahiri (Hoshiarpur), died in July,1921. 

5. Bela Singh, Gholia Khurad (Ferosepur) - sentenced to 
§ years term of imprisonment. 

6. Bijla Singh, Gharuan, District Patiala, abseonded. 

7° Bishan Singh, Sherpur (Sangrur). 

8. Bur Singh, Lussar, Karam Singhwala (Sialket). 

9. Chanchal Singh, Jandiala (Jullundur). 


10. Chattar Singh, Tung (Gujjaranwala\approver) 

41. Chattar Singh, Jethuwal (Amritsar). 

12. Ganda Singh, Sarhali Khurd (Amritsar) (approver). 

13. Gurbachen Singh, Ambala,Distriet Hoshiarpur, absconied, 
4%, Gurbakhash Eingh, Peshawari (approver). 

156 Kishan Singh, Birring, District Jullundur, absconied. 
16. Mota Singh, Patara, District Julluniur, absconied. 
17. Narain Singh, Chattiwind (Amritsar). 

18. Prem Singh, Lahore (approver). 

19. Sarmukh Singh Kahiri (Heehiarpur) (appr over) 

20. Eham Singh, Kahiri (Hoshiarpur) . 


CONntdece 
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21 
22 
23. 
2h. 
foe 


Sadhu Singh, Dhuri (Sangrur). 

Shankar Singh, Pindori Bibi (Hoshiarpur). 

Tara Singh, Thethar (Lahore), sentenced to § years. 
Thakar Singh, Bhojowal (Jullundur). 


Tote Singh, Peshawar, sentenced to 5 years term of 
imprisonment. 
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APPENDIX 


bbar ¢ 


(Main and Supplementary I) 


(1) The fcllowing were sentenced to death ani actually 


hanged on 27th February,1926:! 


fy .No. 


) 


6 


Accused 


76 


48 


2c 
4 
22 


54 


Name and Address 


Dalipa s/o Lath Singh, V. Dhamian( Hoshiarpur). 


Dharam Singh s/o Sobha Bingh, v.Hayatpur 
Jullundur). 


Karam Singh s/o Bhagwana, v.Haripur(Jullundur). 
Kishan Singh s/o Fateh Singh, v.Birring(Jullundur) 


Nand Singh s/o Ganga Singh, v Ghurial 
(Jaullundur). 


Santa Singh s/o Suba Singh, V.Chhoti Herion, 
Distriet Ludhiana. 


(41) The following were sentenced to life imprisonszent: 


7 
8 


9 


10 


141 
12 


43 


1% 
15 
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5 


9 


63 
50 


Atma Singh s/o Maya Singh, V.Bika(Jullundur). 


Buta Singh s/o Thakar Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullurdiur). 


Dalip Singh #/o Achhru Singh, V. Gossal 
(Jullundur) 


Dalip Singh s/o Ishar Singh, V.Dhamian 
(Heshiarpur). 


Karam Singh s/o Duni, V.Jhingar (Jullundur). 


Kartar Singh s/o Dewa Gingh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullaundur). 


Mann Singh s/o Hira “ingh, V.Gobindpur 
(Gujjaranwala). 


Partap Singh s/o Lal Singh, V.Chhabilpur(Sialkot). 
Piara Singh s/o Puran Singh, V.Dhamian( Hoshiarpur) 


eontd.. 
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16 30 Sumer Singh s/o Matha Singh, V.Makhsuspur 
(Hoshiarpur) . 

19 ? Surjan Singh s/o Hamir Singh, V. Hayatpur(Hoshiarpur). 

18 39 Thakar Singh s/o Gurmukh Singh, V.Rajowal 
(Hoshiarpur). 

19 61 Thakar Singh s/o Mayya Singh, y. Bharta (Hishiarpur). 


(111) The following were transported for fourteen years 


20 91 Chhaja Singh s/o Ishar Singh, ¥. Chanthu (Hoshiarpur) 

21 58 Kartar Singh s/o Surjan Singh, v.Gondpur(Hoshiarpur). 

22 1 Labh Singh s/o Suba Singh, ¥.Jassowal( Hoshiarpur) 

23 59 Munsha Singh s/o Bela Singh, V. Johal (Jullundur). 

(iv) The following were sentenced to seven years term of 

imprisonment: 

ah 2 Banta Singh s/o Khem Singh, v. Pragpur (Jullunéiur). 

25 23 Banta Singh s/o Pal Singh, V.Daulatpur(Julluntur) 

26 35 Bhagwan Singh s/o Dula Singh, Fatehpur Kothi 
(Hoshiarpur). 

27 37 Duman Singh s/o Munshi Singh, Pindori Mahtaman 
(Hoshiarpur) é 

28 &O Gurbachan Singh s/o Dalip Singh, V. Sahara 
(Hoshiarpur) ° 

29 43 Hari Singh s/o Surjan Singh, V. Jassowal 
(Hoshiarpur). 

30 45 Rardit Eingh s/o Munsha Singh, V. Jassowal 
(Heshiarpur). 

31 25 Hari Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V. Daulatpur (Jullun‘ur) 

32 77 Kartar Singh s/o Bagga Eingh, VY. Domeli(Xapurthala). 

33 73 Kartar Singh s/o Basant Singh, V.Domeli( Xapurthala). 


contd... 
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3 23 Kartar Singh s/o Achharu, V. Musara Kalan(Jullundur) 
35 29 Rem Singh #/o Lalu, V.Musara Kalan(Julluniur) 

36 49 Shiv Singh s/o Gurdit Singh, ¥. Haripur (Julluntur) 

37 oh $$Thakar fingh s/o Achhar Singh, V. Daulatpur(Julluniur). 
38 h Ujjagar Singh s/o Partap Singh, V. Bisraspur(Jullundur) 
39 26 Waryam Singh s/o Sawan Singh, V. Daulatpur(Julluntur) 
40 27 Waryam Singh s/o Bhagwana, V.Musara Kalan(Jullundir) 


(v) The following were sentenced to 6 yeare terms- 


44 56 Amar Singh s/o Basant Singh, V. Rajowal( Hoshiarpur) 
42 59 Chhajja Singh s/o Mihan Singh, V. Massanian(Jullundur). 
(wi) The following were transported to 5 years term of 
imprisonment: 
43 9 Arjan Singh s/o Sher Singh, V.Sunth (Jullundur) 
bby aA Chanchal Singh s/o Waryam Singh, V.Sangatpur 
( Kapur thala) 6 
45 972 Dalip Singh s/o Dasaundha Singh, V.Manek( Kapurthala). 
LG 69 Mehnga Eingh s/o Baisakha Singh, V. Pindori Mijjaran 
(Jullundur). 
4? 71 = «Mula Singh s/o Ram Singh, V¥.Plahi(Kapurthala). 


(vii) The following was sentenced to 4 years of imprisorment! 
4@ 79 Banta Eingh s/o Jaimal Singh, V. Behbalpur(Hoshiarpur) 


(viii) The fcllowing died during the trial: 


&9 10 Amar Singh s/o Sant Singh, Y.Pindori Nijjaran(Jullund 
50 13 Sadha Singh s/o Nerain Singh, V.Pindori Najjaran 
(Jullurdur). 
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541 


31 
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Waryam Singh s/o Narain Singh, V. Kot Fatuhi 
(Hoshiarpur) « 


(4x) The following were acquitted: 


a 3 N 


17 
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Amar Singh s/o Natha Singh, V. Dhaliwal(Kapurthala). 
Atma Singh #/o Ehas Singh, V. Khusropur(Jullundur). 


Bakhsish Singh s/o Prem Singh, V. Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur). 


Basant Singh s/o Buta Singh, V.Randhawa Masandan 
(Jullundur). 


Battan Fingh s/o Dewa Singh, V.Ganeshpur (Hoshiarpur). 
Bawa Singh s/o Bhulla Singh, V. Kaulgarh(Hoshiarpur). 


Beant Singh s/o Chanda Singh, ¥. Nangal Kalan 
(Hoshiarpur). 


Bhan Singh s/o Jawahar Singh, V. Mangat (Jullundur). 
Chanda Singh s/o Hira Singh, V. Plahi (:.apurthala) 
Charan Singh s/o Khushal Singh, V. Jassowdl (Hoshiarpur) 
Dalel Singh s/o Devi, V. Mannanhana (Hoshiarpur). 

Dalip Singh s/o Dit Singh, V. Sadhara (Hoshiarpur). 
Darbara Eingh s/o Mangal Singh, V. Plahi(Kapurthala). 
Dhanna Singh s/o Nihal Singh, V. Sadhara( Hoshiarpur). 
Dharam Singh s/o Bela Singh, V. Plahi (Xapurthala). 
Ganga Singh s/o Hira Singh, V. Lihal (Gurdaspur). 


Harbans Singh s/o Khem Singh, V. &irhala Khurad 
(Hoshiarpur). 


Hari Singh s/o Basant Singh, V.Chela (Hoshiarpur). 


Harnam Singh s/o Ralla Singh, V. Garhi anungoan 
(Hoshiarpur). 


Harnam Singh s/o Sidhu V. Pindori Nijjaran 
(Julluntur). 


contd... 
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72 
73 
my 
75 
76 
77 


78 
79 


80 


81 


a7 


89 


44 


89 
21 
42 
18 


12 


85 
81 


1% 
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Hukam Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur). 


Jarcwant Singh s/o Cham Eingh, V.Khusropur(Juilundur). 
Jagjit Singh s/o Dalip Singh, V.Kuthar (Julluniur) 
Karam Singh s/o Bhola Singh, V.Jassowal(Hoshiarpur). 


Kartar rhs, s/o Suchet Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur). 


Milikha re, s/o Gulab Singh, V.Pinderi Nijjaran 
(Jallundur). 


Milkha fingh s/o Uttam Singh, V. Moranwali( Hoshiarpur) 


Narain Singh s/o Dasauntha Singh, V.Chattiwind 
(Amritrar). 


Nirvair 6ingh s/o Santa Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jallundur). 


Pres Gingh s/o Pal Singh, V.Pragpur (Jullundur). 
Rattan Singh s/o Hasara Singh, V.Singriwala(Hochiarpur 


Sardul Singh s/o Partap Singh, V.Burro Barian 
(Hoshiarpur). 


Sham Singh s/o Mehar Singh, V.Rehsiwal(Hoshiarpur). 


Sunder Singh s/o Nand Lal, V.Kot Fatuhi 
(Horhiarpur). 


Sumer Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V.“hanpur Kulewal 
(Hoshiarpur). | 


Surjan Singh s/o Suchet Gingh, V.Domeli (Kapurthala). 


Thakur Singh s/o Mihan Eingh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur 


Udham Singh s/o Gurdit Singh, V.Jandu Singha 


(Jullundur). 


Udham Singh s/o Baisakhea Singh, V.Kaulgarh( Hoshiarpur) 


Udham Eingh s/o Ralla Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur) 


contd... 
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(x) Besides these 91, the following were also implicated 
in this ease. They were killed in encounters with the 
police or died in the Judicial loek up. Some of them 
turned approvers, while others were let off: 


(a) The following were let-off after preliminary investigationi- 


2 Bawa Singh ; V.Kot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur) 
3. Bhulla Singh ) 
oe Jagat Singh, V. Plahi (Kapurthala) 


. Gokal Singh, V. Simbli (Hoshiarpur) 
(b) The following died in the judicial lock-up: 


a Chattar Singh s/o Bhup Singh, V.Kandhola (Jullundur). 
26 Sunder Singh s/o Sob ha Fingh, V.Hayatpur(Hoshiarpur). 


(e) The following met their end in the encounters with the 
police while they were ewading their arrest: 


Ave Banta Singh, V. Dhamian (Hoshiarpur). 

a Bishan Singh s/o Ishar Singh, V.Mangat (Jullundur). 

3. Dhanna Singh s/o Inder Eingh, V.Behbalpur(Hoshiarpur). 

, Jawala Singh, V. Fatehpur Koti:i (Hoshiarpur). 

5. Karam Singh s/o Natha Singh, V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 

6. Mohinder Singh s/o Labhu, V.Pindori Ganga Singh 
(Hoshiarpur). 

7 Udey Singh s/o Hira Singh, V.Ramgarh Jhugian( Hoshiarpur). 

8. Waryam Singh, V.Dhugga (Héshiarpur). 


(d) The following was hanged in another case: 


4 Nani Singh s/o Eurjan Singh, V.Dhariwal (Kapurthala ) 


contd... 
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(e) The following were arrested but they turned approvers: 


4 Amar Singh s/o Ganda Singh, V. Ket Barre Khan 
(Gujjaranwala) Granthi at Kot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur). 
2. Kartar Singh Sant s/o Sherafdin, V. Pragpur (Julluniur) 
alias Fateh Din of Desu Malkana. 
3. Kartar Singh s/o Jawala Singh, V.Burro Barrian (Hoshiarpur). 
, Battan Singh s/o Harnam Singh, V.Pindori Nijjeran(Jullundur). 
5. Bela Singh s/o Arur Singh, V.Nadala (Kapurthala) 
~ Teacher at Plahi. 
6. Ram Singh s/o Bhagwane, V.Musare Kalan(Jullundur). 
ae Tufail Mohmzed s/o Amam-wiedin, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur) 
8. Sadhu Singh s/o Bela Singh, V. Pragpur (Jullundur). 
9. Ram Singh s/o Gurmukh Singh, V.Hayatpur (Hoshiarpur). 
10. Anup Singh s/o Inder Singh, V.Manko (Jullundur). 


41. Maluk Singh s/o Matha Singh, V.Plahi (Kapurthala). 
12. Jawand Singh s/o Bela Singh, V.Jonal (Jullundur). 
13. Bela Singh s/o Khushal Singh, V.Pragpur (Jullundur). 


44, Fant Mit Singh s/o Kharak Eingh, V.Kishanpura (Ju:lundur). 
Of Desu Malkana (Hissar). 


156 Kirpal Singh s/e Rann Singh, V.Malakpur (Rawalpindi). 
16. Chanda Singh s/o Chhaja Singh, V.Domeli (Kapurthala). 
17. Hazara Gingh s/o Ishar €ingh, V.Munder (Jullundur). 
98. Assa Singh s/o Ram Pitta, V.Phakrudi (Julluniur). 
19. Bante Singh s/o Ghaneya Eingh, V.Bopa Rai(Kapurthala). 
20. Bela Singh s/o Fat:u, V.Bopa Rai (Kapurthala). 
contd... 
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21 Dhanns Singh s/o Hakam Singh, V.Kotli Bawe Dase 
(Hoshiarpur). 
22 Hasara Singh s/o Inder Singh, V.Munder (Jullundur). 


(He turned hostile in the court and was, thus, tried 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, Supplementary 
II ari was sentenced to life on February 28,1926). 


(f) The following was arrested ani tried in the Babbar Axali 
Conspiracy ease, Supplementary II3- 


1. Harbekhash Singh s/o Arjan Singh, V.Jassowal 

(Boehia: pur). 
(g) The following cculd never be arrested by the polices 
4% Amar Singh s/o Isher Singh, V.Mandhiani (Hoshiarpur). 
a Gurbachan fingh s/o Mali, V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
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(Crown versus Nikka Singh and others) 


(1) The following were sentenced to death and actually hanged 


1. 
Pe 
36 
4, 


on February 27,1927: 


Banta Singh s/o ---- , V. Gurusar Satlani (Amritear). 
Gujjer Singh 8/0 «e.-. , V.Dhapai (Ludhiana). 

Mukand Singh #/o ---- , V.Jassowal (Ludhiana) 

Wikxa Singh s/o Buta Singh, Village Alowal (Amritsar). 
Nikka Singh s/o Dhonkal Singh, ¥. Gill (iudhiana). 
funder Eingh s/o Karam Singh, V. Lohke (Amritsar). 


The following were sentenced to transportation for lifes 


Bachint Singh s/o Udhaz Singh, V. Dumunda (Jullundur). 
Banta Singh s/o Isher Singh, V. Alowal (Amritsar). 
Bhole Singh s/o «---, V, Adhksre Katha (Hoshiarpur), 
Bhola Singh s/o Waryan Singh, V. Dhasian (Hoshiarpur). 
Gian Singh s/o Hira Singh, ¥. Alowal (Amritsar). 

Gurdit Singh s/o Puran Singh, V. Alipure Guddée (Lahore). 
Hazara Singh s/o Inder Singh, V. Mander (Jullundur). 
Isher Singh s/c Mewa Singh, V. Dichkot Manko (Lyallpur). 
Kishan fingh s/o Taba Singh, V. Sandhara (Hoshiarpur). 
Maunsha Singh s/o Jhanda ingh, V.Sanranwan (Jullundur) 
furain Singh s/o Thakar ¢ingh, V. Daulatpur (Jullundur) 
Surain Singh 8/0 «<««<-, V. Kangmai (Hoshiarpur) 

Teja Singh s/o .-- V,. Alowal (Hoshiarpur). 

Udham Singh s/o Labhu Row, Suraeun-Nissi (Juilundur) 


eontd eee 
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(441) The under-mentisned were acquitted by the Magistrate 


te Banta Singh s/o ««--, V. Gill (Ludhiana. 

2e Diwan Singh 8/0 -0<--, V. Adhkare Kathe (Hoshiarpur). 

3. Chulaw Rasul s/o «-<--, V. Basti Gusan (Jullundur). 

4b, Curdar Singh #/o0 «-<-.8, V. Kotli Bawa Dass (Hoshiarpur). 
5, Kashaira Singh s/o «m-«-. V.fabhraon (Lahore). 

6. Lal Singh s/o Gulab Singh, V. Raepur Rasulpur(Jullundur). 
ua Nand Singh s/e -«--, V. Mundian (Horhiarpur). 

8. Naurang Singh 8/0 «---, V. Gurusar Satlani (Hoshiarpur). 
9. Pala Singh s/o ----, V.Jaur Singh Wala (Lahore). 


7 an Gb at 


10. Fattan Singh s/ofVein Bhoein (Amritsar). 


(iv) The following died during trial: 


1. Dhanna Singh 8/0 --.-~, V.Khaira Majjha (Kapurthala). 


\v) The following were acquitted by the Sessions Court: 


+ Diven Singh s/o Hire Singh, V.Alowal (Amritsar). 
re Surain Singh 8/0 «e-<0.-, V. Khaira Majjha (Kapurthala). 


(v) The following were acquitted on appeal in the High Court: 

1. Bhan Singh s/o e-.-, V,PRandhswa Masandan(Jullundur). 

Ze Harbakhash Singh fone PE sassovel (Hoshiarpur). 

3. Labh Singh s/o Gujjar Singh, V. Randhawa Masandan(Jullundur) 
u, Sadhu Singh s/o Taba Eingh, V. Sandhara (Hoshiarpur). 
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Akalgarh 3 It is situated on the banks of the Bist Jullundur 
Canal, three kilometers away from Garhshankar (Hoshiarpur). 
It had been a venue of a big political conference in 


which Master Mota Singh and Teja Singh Swatanter participated 


during the Akali movement. 


Achalpyur: The villace, situated in the Siwalak range, to the 
east of Carhshankear, was known for wrestling matches. 
&. Kishan Singh Cargaj and Karam Singh of Daulatpur 
Gelivered speeches there when they visited the place at 
the time of a 'ghhinj' in November, 1922. 


BaYri Tibba: The village falis in Sangrur District and is near 
Eherpur. Mann “ingh and Ghuuand Singh of this place, 
Played significant part in organising the Babbar Akaiis 
of Malwa at a time when the Babbar Akali movement in 
the Deaba was on its last legs. 


Bhayrat It is on the Banga-Carhshankar road on the 'Chitt4 
Baen' (white yivulet), two miles nort! of Naura. The 
place was an cecasional resort of Rattan Singh of Rakkar 
who was helped by Maulvwi Ali Shah Gayyad of this village. 


Bikas Atma Singh, an important Babbar Akali worker belonged 
te this village. The village isa at a distanee of four 
kilometers from Gunachaur on the Gunnachaur-firhala 
Kasian road. 
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Birring: The village was the birth place of Sardar 
Kishan Singh Gargaj ~- the architect of the Babbar 
Akali wovement. It is at a distance of 1 kilometer 
from the railway station of Jullundur cantonment and 
now forms a part of Jullundur Munieipal Corporation. 
A punitive police post was set up here during the Sabbar 
Akali movement and a fine of &. 1400 was realised from 
the villagers. 


Bolina: It is the firet railway station on Jullundur-Hoshiarpur 
line. The village was a centre of ©,Kishan Singh Gargaj's 
activities in 1922. 


Bopa Rait The village falls in Kapurthala District. Two of its 
inheabitante played ignoble part during the Babbar Akali 
movement by becoming approvers. 


Burro Barrian! The villave is towards the north of 
Garhshankar. Kartar Singh Akali cf this village became 
approver in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 


Chabbewals It is situated on the Hoshiarpur-Garhshankar road 
ani is in the vicinity of Siwalik Hills. The Babbar 
leaders § .Kishan Singh Gargaj ani Babu Santa Singh met 
Waryam Singh of Dhugga, Banta Singh and Dalipa of 
Dhamian and converted them to the Babbar ideology on 
February 16,1923, near this village. 
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Shatcivinds | tt is nesr Amritsar. Narain Singh of this 
Place /was a colleague of £&.Kishan Singh Gargaj in 
2/35 Sikhs, participated in the First Akali conspiracy. 
He was involwed in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
case of 1923-25 as «ell. 


Chelas The village lier in Garhshankar Tehsil of Hoshiarpur 
District. Hari &ingh Khandsa of this village contributed 
poems to the 'Babbar Akali Doaba‘. 


Chheabilpur: This is the only village of Sialkot District 
which finds piace in the annals of the Babbar Akali 
movement. Partap Singh s/o Lal Singh of this place 


took part in the movement. 


Chi Herion: Babu Santa Singh belonged to thie village. 
The village is situated at a distance of 3 miles 
to the North-East of Samrala. 


Dansiwal: The village is at a distance of 1} kilometers 
from Saila Khurad railway station. The Babbar Akalis 
killed Labh Singh Mistri of Garhshankar, on March 17, 
1923 at the time of a ‘Chhinj', here. 


Daylatpurs It is mear Alawalpur on the Jullundur-Tanda roa‘ 
at a distance of 1/2 kilometre from Kishangarh. ‘Surain 
Singh of this village was sentenced to life, in the 
Babbar Akali conspiracy case, Supplementary II. 
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Daulatpur: It is situated at a distance cf one Kilometer 
to the north from the 12th milestone of Rawanshehar- 
Chandigarh road. The village was a big eentre of the 
Babbar Akali activities. Karam Singh, the pre-eminent | 
Babbar Akali leader was born here. The other Babbar 
Akalis of this place were Banta Singh s/o Pal Singh 
(a cousin of Karam Singh Babbar), Waryas Singh s/o Sohan 
Singh, Thakar Singh s/o Achhar Singh, Hari Singh s/o Dewa 
Singh and Gurbachan Singh s/o Mali. A punitive police 
post was also set up here and a punitive post tax of 
&. 8000;'- was also impo-ed and realised from this village. 


ns Fateh Gingh: It is near Hariana to the north of Dhantan. 
Labh Singh of this village got arrested 5.Kishan Singh 
Gargas from a secluded place which lay between Dhadda 

and Pindori Mahal. 


Dhaliwal: The willage is situated te the Northewest of 
Kapurthale. Amar Singh Subedar (pensioner) who led the 


First Pensioner's Jatha to the Guru Ka Bagh was also 
implicated in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 


Dhamian: It lies three miles north of Sham-Chaurasi and is 
connected with the Sham-Chaurasi-Nandachaur link road. 
The village has been venerated by the sacrifices of its 
heroes. Dalipa of this village was sentenced to death 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. Banta Singh was 
killed in an eneounter with the police in December 12,1923 
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at Munder. Dalip Eingh Clerk was sentenced to life in 
the Babbar Akali conspiracy ease. Bhola Singh, elder 
brother of Banta Sangh was sentenced to life in the 
Babbar Akali conspiracy case, Supplementary II. Piara 
Singh, Master Ram Singh, Lakha Singh, Fagir Singh, 
Jivan Singh and Kartar Singh also suffered much during 
the Babbar Akali movement. 


Dharam Singh s/o Banta Singh and Ujjagar Singh, a 
nephew of Piara Singh,were killed in the eneounter with 
the police during the early forties. 


Dhuggat It is on the border of Hoshiarpur Tehsil, north of the 
village, Ambala. Waryas Singh belonged to this village. 


Domeli: The village lies at a distance of 10 miles from 
Phagwara. Kartar fingh s/o Basant Singh and Kartar Singh 
s/o Dugga Sing’, who were sentenced to 7 years each 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case hailed from this 
village. 

Ghurial - It lies 3 miles to the east of Kuther. Nand Singh 
of this village was sent to the gallows on 27th 
February,1926. 

Gobindpur: The village lies in Gujjaranwala District. Mann 


Singh, a soldier of regiment No.52, took part in the 
Babbar Akali Movement. 
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Govindpyr: It is situated on the Banza-KXot Fatuhi road 
and if at a distance of 5 miles from Banga. Kabul 
Singh of thie village was a sympathiser of the Babbars. 


Gondpur t It is situated to the south-wert of Mahalpur. 
Kartar Singh of this village was a close associate 
of 5.Kishan Singh Gargaj. He was transported to life 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. 


Hayatpur Rurkji: The village is situated at a distance of 
5 miles from Garhshankar. Dharaw Singh, Sunder Singh 
and Surjan Singh of this village were closely associated 
with the Babbar Akali movement. 


Haripur: It lies to the east of Adampur at a distance of 
§ miles, Karam Singh of this village was sentenced to 
desth end executed on 27th February,1%6, While 
Shiv Singh was awarded life-imprisonment. 


Jassowait The village is situated at a distance of 1 kilometer 
from Baila Khurad railway station. It was an important 
resort of the Babbar Akalis and vas known as “igh court 
in their colluagy. It remained a hut of the Babbar 
activities for three consecutive years. The prominent 
Babbar Akalis of this plaee were Hardit “ing, Charan 
Singh, LabhSingh, Karam Singh, Hari Singh, Teja Singh, 
Zaila Singh and Harbakhash Singh. A remarkable thing 
ab out the village ie that none of its sons turned 
traitor. A Punitive Police Post was set up here and 
punitive post tax was impesed on the village. 
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Shinger? Karam Fingh, one of the inner cirele of the 
Babber Akalis, belonged to this village. It is at a 
distance of 10 miles south of Banga. 


Joha}: It is near Bolina on the Jullundur-Hoshiarpur road. 


Kahmat At a distance of 6 miles from Banga, it is situated 
on the Nawanshehar-Banga road. The village was often 
visited by Master Palip Singh of Gossal. Another Babbar 
Akali, Hasura Singh of Hansro was killed here in an 
encounter with the police near the mausleum cf Baba Chain 
Singh. 

Kaulgarh= It is 6 miler from Balachaur to the north-east 
and was a stronghold cd the Babbar Akalis. The decision 
to reform the teadies was arrived at here, unier tte 
leadershin of S, Karam Singh, in May 1922. Udheam Eingh, 
Bawa Singh and Kharak Singh were prominent Babbar Akalis 
of this village. 


Kishan Puras I+ 1s near Kale Bakra. The place was called 
"Big Hospital’ in the ecllugy of the Sabbar Akalis. 


Khajupala: The village is situated to the east of Juliundure 
Iudhiana railway line in Phagwara Tehsil of Kapurthala 
district. 


wr Kulewal: It was an impor tant haunt of the Babbar 
Akalie. It lies in Garhshankear Tehsil. 
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Xhysropurt I+ is in Jullundur Tehsil and is near 
Jullundur eantonment to the south of Jullundur-Lidhiana 
railway line. 


Kot Fatuhit The village is situated in Garhshankar Tehsil 
aryl wae a venue of a big political conference held in 
February 1922. 


Kykar Magara: It is situated on the 9th kilometer of the 
Garhshankar-Murpur Bedi road 

Kukar Pind: It lier at a distance of 7 kilometers from 
Jullundur to the north-east. Baba Basant Singh of thie 
place participated in the Babbar Akali Movement. 


Langeri: It is situated at a distance of 1 kilometer te the 
South of Mahalpur. 


Libals It is in Gurdaspur Distriet. Ganga Singh of this 
village, who was a Naik in the army helped the Babbars 
with arms and ammunition. 


Mahal Gehlat It is in Nawanshehar Tehsil. <A Punitive Police 
Post was cet up here to crush the Babbar Akalis. 


Makhsuspyrt It is near Kot Fatuhi. Sunder Singh s/o Natha Singh 
of thie place had undergone life-imprisonment in 
eonnection with the Babbar Akali movement. 
Majakwal: The solitary village of the North-western Panjab 
and of Fawalpindi District produeed Kirpal Eingh who 
helped the Babbar Akalis with arms and ammunition. 
Later on, he turned approver. 
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Mapak: It Ries in Phagwara Tehsil. Dalip Bingh accused 
No.7? of the Babbar Akali ecnspiracy case, hailed from 
this village. 

It is situated at a distance of 2 kilometers 

to the north-west of Kot Fatuhi. Dhanna Singh exploded 

a bomb here in which 9 persons were killed. 


Mangatt I+ lies in Nawanshehar Tehsil near the border of 
Phagvarea Tehsil. Bishan Singh, the martyrcof Baheli, 
and Bhan Singh belonged to this village. 


Mehatpur: It is situated on the Bist Doab canal at a distance 
of 3 kilometers from Rahon. Karam Singh of Daulatpur 
organised a political conference here in 1921. 


Moranwali: It is towards the south of Behbalpur and to the 
west of Garhshankar. Milkha Singh accused No.88 in the 
Babbar Akali conspiracy case, hailed from this village. 


Munder: It is situated on the Jullundur-Hoshiarpur road and 
is the last village of Distriet Jullundur. Here, an 
encounter of the Babbar Akalis took place on December 12, 
1923 in which Banta Singh of Dhasian and Jawala Singh of 
Fatehpur Kothi vere killed. 


It is situated on Rahcon-Jadla road at a distance 


of three miles from Usmanpur, Waryam Singh, Kartar Singh 
and Ram Singh took part in the Babbar Akali movement. 
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Nangal Ehamzvan: fhe village is hardly a mile from Juilundur 
ecantonment. The Babbar Akalis shot Buta Singh of 
Nangal Shemmam dead, on March 10,1923. 


Pindori Nijjaran: The village lies at a distance of 20 kms. 
from Jullundur on the linkread leading from Adampur 
to Shamchaurasi. From Adampur, it is hardly 5 miles. 
Thirteen pereons of this village took part in the 
Babbar Akali movement. A Punitive Police Post was 


aleo seteup here. 


Pandori Mahal: Kishan Singh Gargaj was arrested here on 
26th February,1923. The village lies in Horhiarpur 
District. 


Pindori Rajputan: It is situated in Hoshiarpur Tehsil. 
Duman Singh, an exesoldier, who took prominent part 
in the Babbar Akali movement, belonged to this village. 


Patara: It lies to the east of Jullundur-Hoshiarpur road 
at a distance of 10 kilometers from Jullundur 
eantonment. Master Mota Singh, belonged to this 
village. It wae called 'Mecea' by the Babbar Akalis. 


Pathlawa: It is situated at « distance of 8 miles 
north of Banga on the Bangs-Saila Khurad road. Sanga 
Singh of this village helped the Babbar Akalis. 


Plahit It is in Phagwara Tehsil of Kapurthala District. It is 
at a distance cf one mile from Phagwara.It was an 
occasional haunt of &.Xishan Singh Gargaj. 
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Pragpurt It is only at a distance of 1/2 mile from Jullundur 
cantonment. Kishan £ingh Gargaj started his activities 
with the help of Sant Aartar Singh in 1921 from this 


place, 


Ra ls It is near Rehsiwal in Hoshiarpur Tehsil. The 
Babbar Akali Jatha was launched here, in August 1922 
in the Kutiya of Sant Thaker €ingh. 


Rakkar Bet: I is situated on the Salachaur-Ropar road on 
the Doaba Bist Jullundur Canal at a distance of 5 miles 
from Balachaur. Rattan Singh, hero of thirties, was 


born here. 


It is near Hayatpur - Samundara. Udey Singh 
of Babeli fame belonged to this village. 


 ‘Rehsiwal: I: is near Rajowal. The Babbar Akali Doab 
leaflet was often eyelostyled here in the house of 
Sham Singh. 


It is situated at a distance of five 

miles, to the east of Garhshankar. Rattan Singh met 
his heroie end here in an encounter with the police on 
July 15,1932. 


upad: The village lies in Garhshankar Tehsil 
of District Hoshiarpur. Khem Singh pensioner and 
his son Harbans Singh were arrested during the Babbar 
Akali movement. 
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Sadharas: It is situated on the lin: road, which takes off 
from Balachaur-Garhshankar road, leading to Makhupur 
to the east of Mazari.Dalip Singh and his son 
Gurbachan Singh of this place were arrested during 
the Babbar Akali movement. 

Tapas It is a railway station between Dhuri and | 
Bhatinda junctions. Bab. Santa Singh, cne of the 
Leaders of the Babbar Akalis, was arrested from this 
place on June 20,1923. 
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1. Amar Singh s/o Sant Singh, V.Piniori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 


2. 


36 


4, 
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He took part in the Babbar Akali Movement. He was 
involved in the secoml abortive attempt to murder 
Labh Singh of Dhadda Fateh Singh. He was tried ani it 
was during the trial that he died on December 1,1924, 


Singh s/o Matha Singh, V. Dhaliwal (Kapurthala). 
He led firet Jatha of Military pensioners during the 

ru Ks Bach Moreha on October 25,1922. He was arrested 
on Juiy 22,1923 and tried for his connection with the 
Babbar Akali Movement, but was acquitted on February 28, 
1925. 
Singh s/o Basant Singh, V.Rajewal (Hoshiarpur). 
He served 35 Fikhe but left service at a sequel of the 
Wankana tragedy. He grievously assaulted sufedposh 
Harnem Singh of Mehdipur on May 20,1922. He was 
arrested during the Babbar Akali Movement end was 
sentenced t. 6 years imprisonment. He died in 
Nevenber ,1937. 


Gingh s/o Ishar Singh .V.Mandhiani (Hoshiarpur). 

He was born in the yeer 1881. He took part in the 
Jadla dacoity eni was deeply interested in the 
Babbar Akali Movement. He was one of the accused in 


the Babbar conspiracy case, but could never be arrested. 
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5, Ajaib Singh, V. Dakha (Ludhiana). 
A fagitive from Kapurthala army, he participated 
in the murder of Karam Eingh of Mannanhana on March 25, 
1940. 


6. arjan Singh s/o Uttam Singh, V.Simbli (Hoshiarpur). 
He was born in 1876. He was interned during the 
Babbar Akali movement. 


9. Arjan Singh 'Saeh!, V.Kharaudi (Hoshiarpur). 
Re took part in the Akali movement, but was a keen 
sympathiser of the Babbar Akalis as well. He underwent 
imprisonment for three years for the od fenee of holding 
a conference, in the memory of the Babbare, in his village 
in 1928. He also contributed poems to the vernacular 


nevspapers. 


8. Arjan Singh s/o Sher Singh, V.8undh (Jullundur). 
He wae srrested on May 11,1922 anc was eenteneed 


to 5 yesre in the Bebbar Conspiracy case. 


9. Atma Singh s/o Maya Singh (1702-57), V.Bika, Jullundur. 
Ee was one of the important mesbers of the Babbar 
Aksl1i Jatha. He was arrested on April 22,1923 
anc was awarded life imprirornment in the Babbar 


Alkali Conspiracy. case, 


1C. Atma Singh e/o Shem Singh, V. Shasropur\Jullundur). 
He helved the Babbar Akalis with the arms and 
ammunition. He was errested for his participation 
in the Babbar Akali movement. He was tried and was 
acquitted. 
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41. Avtar Singh s/o Khem Singh, V.Bakarpur (Hoshiarpur) 
He was imprisoned for 4 months during the 


Babbar Akali movement. 

12. Baehan Singh, V. Loha Khera, District Sangrur. 
He was sent to tre gallows for his complicity in 
the murder of Mr.£.G.M. Beaty in 1980. 


13 Bachint Singh, V.Dhandoli (Kapurthala). 
He, siongwith ajaib Singh of Dakha, surderei 
Karam Singh of Mannanhana on March 25,1940. 


1%. Baechint Singh s/o Udham Singh, V. Dumunda (Jullundur). 
He wes born in 1899. He was tried in the Babbar 
Akali Conspiracy case, Supplementary II and was 
sentenced to 14 years of impriconment on February 

| 28,1927. 

15. Bakhsich Singh (1905) s/o Prem Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullurdur). He took part in the Babbar Alkali 
movement and was sentenced to 5 years’ tera. 


16. Bakhsish Singh, V.Chabbewal (Hoshiarpur). 
He was implicated in the murder of Bela Singh 
Zian on December 8,1933 but was acquitted. 


17. Balwant Singh 'Dukhia!’ (1899), V. Bains (Jullundur). 
He took part in the Babbar Akali Movement ani 
worked? under the name of London Tor Singh. He 
was sentenced to three years' imprisonment, because 
he celebrated ‘the Babbar Day! in 1928 in 
Kharaudi. 
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Banta Singh (1896) s/o Pal Singh, V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He was a cousin of § .Karam Eingh. He was sentenced 
tc 7 yeara for his participation in the Babbar. 

Akali Movement. 

Banta Singh s/o Khem Singh, V.Pragpur (Jullundur). 

He took part in the Babbar Akali Movement, ar was 
sentenced to 7 years' term of imprisorment. 

Banta Gingh s/o Jaimal Eingh, V.Behbalpur (Hoshiarpur) 

He served Platoon No.22. He was arrested on 
Eeptember 19,1923 and was sentenced to 5 years’ 
imprisonment. 

Banta Singh (1896) s/o Waryam Singh, V.Xanéhola (Jullundur). 
The Babbar Akalis took refuge with him. He was 
interéd for 3 years in his village during the Babbar 
Akali Movement. 

Banta Singh (1900) s/o Waryam Singh, V.Chabbewal (Hoshiarpr). 
He teck part in the Guru Ka Bagh Mercha. After the 
moreha, he participated in the Babbar Akali 
Movement. 

Bante Singh, V.6111( Ludhiana). 

He was arrested and tried in the Babbar conspiracy 
case Supplementary II but was ecquitted. 

Banta Singh (1900) ,V .Dhamian( Hoshiarpur). 

He served Platoon No.55, became fugitive and 
emerged as an important member of the Babbar Jatha,. 
He could run as fast as a stead. The folksong 


Kk Banh ke Tar Jave, speaks Volumes of 
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his courage arri determinsticn. He met his heroic 
emt at Munder, in an encounter with the police 
on December 12,1923. 


Banta fingh V.Gurusar Satlani( Amritsar). 

He was one of the prime accused in the Babbar 
conspiracy case, Supplementary II ani was executed 
on February 27,1927. | 

Banta Singh s/o Ishar Singh, V.Alowal (Amritsar). 

He was sentenced to life in the Babbar conspiracy 
case, Supplementary II. He was transported to 
Indoman-Nieobar Islands and died there during 
imprisonment. 

Basant Fingh s/o Buta Singh, V.Randhawa Masandan. 

He tock part in the Babbar Akali Movement. He was 
tried in the Babbar ecnspiracy case but wae acquitted. 

Battan Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V.Ganeshpur Bharta( Hoshiarpur). 
He supplied arms and ammunition to the Babbar Akalis 
when he served Platoon No.35. He was tried in the 
Babbar conspiracy ease but was acquitted. 

Bawa Singh (1896) s/o Bhulla Singh, V.Kaulgarh( Hoshiarpur). 
Re took part in the Babbar Akali movement. He was 
arrested on May 22,1923. He was tried in ‘he 
Babbar conspiraey ease and was acquitted. 

Beant fingh s/o Chanda Singh Zaildar, V.Nangal Kalan 
(Hoshiarpur). He helped the Babbar Akalis with 
the arms and ammunition. He was arrested during the 
Babbar Akali movement but was acquitted. 
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31 Bela Fingh (March 98,1880) s/o Fateh Singh, V.Bopa Fai 
(Kapurthala). He was iwprisoned for 3 years ani 
one month during the Babbar Akali movement. 

3°. Bhagat Singh, V. Haripur (Jullundur). 
He was editor of the 'Desh-Sewak'. He criticised 
the judgement in 9 cases of the Babbar Axalis 
ani was sentenced to jail term of 6 months on 


the charge of the contempt of court. 


33. Bhagat Singh (1896) s/o Maghs Singh, V.Saidpur 
(Kapurthala). He remained undergpount for 5 years 
ani took part in the Babbar Akali Movement. 

3+. Bhagat Singh (1899) s/o Maiya Singh, V.Raiour 
Phorala (Jullundur) . He wae sentenced to 5 yeers' 
jail term on June 12,192k during the Babbar Akali 
movesent. 

35. Bhagwan Singh (1876) s/o Dula fingh, V. Fatehpur Kothi 
(Hoshiarpur). He was sentenced to 7 years in the 
Babbar Akali conspirrcy case. He helped the 
Babbar Akalis in cyoclostyling the Babbar Akali Doaba. 


36. Bhagwan Singh (1877) s/o Khem Singh, V.Xukar Masara 
(Hoshiarpur). He was sentenced to 8 months during 
the Babbar Akali sovement. 

37. Bhan Singh s/o Jawahar Singh, V.Mangat (Jullundur) 

He was sentenced to 5 years for hit participation 
in the abortive attempt to murder the jholichuks 
of Pindori Nijjaran during the Babbar Akali movement, 
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38. Bhan Singh, V.Randhawa Masanian (Julluniur) 
He was an accused in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
ease, Eupplementary II. He was sentenced to life 
but was acquitted by the High Court. He was, 
however, sent to the scaffold on May 16,1931, 


in another case. 


39. Bishan Singh (May 15,1885) s/o Ishar Singh, 
V.Manget (Jullundur). He joined the Babbar Akalis 
on September 26,1922. He fell a martyr at Babeli 
on September 26,1922. He fell a martyr at Bebeli 
on September 1,1923. 

4C. Bishan Singh (1899) s/o Mela fingh, V.Sangowal. He was 
a cloge associate of &.Kishan fingh. He was 
inprisoned for 1 year in 1922, u/s 216. 

441 Bhola Singh, V. Dhamian (Hoshiarpur). He was sentenced 
to life during the Babbar Akali cases, Eupplementary 
IT. He wis the elder brother of Banta Singh, 
hero of Munder episode. 

42,  Bhole Singh (1901) s/o Kirpa Singh, V.Adhkare Kathe 
(Hoshiarpur). He was sentenced to life on February 
28, 19°5 during the Babbar Akali movement. He came 
Out of jail on July 1,1938. 

43. Bhola 5/9 Prem Singh, V.Loha Khera (Sangrur). 
He took part in the murder of Mr.&.G.M. Beaty at 
Chatha Sekhwan. He was arrested, tried and acquitted. 
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44,  Bhulla Singh e/o Basant Singh, V.Xot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur). 
He was a staunch Akali whe took part in the Guru 
xa Bagh morecha as well as the Babbar Akali movement. 
He was arrested, tried for 3 years ani was, finaily, 
acquitted. 

45. Buta Singh (1898) s/o Thakur fingh, V.Pindori Nijjaran. 
He wat one of the closest assceiates of Jathedar 
Kishan Singh Gargaj. He took part in the Guru Ka 
Bach moreha as well as the Bebbar Akali movement. 
He was arrested on Auguet 14,1923 fron Chak No.11, 
Dichkot Manxo. He was sentenced to life term in 
the Babbar Akali conspiracy case on February 28, 
1925. 

46.  Chanehal Singh (1904) s/o S. daryam Singh, VY. Sangatpur 
Kalal (Kapurthala). He was involved in the seconi 
bia to murder the Chaukidars and Jambardars of 
Pirtori Nijjaran and was sentenced to 5 years! 
imprisonment as an accused in the Babbar Akali 
conspiraey case. 

47. Chanda Singh (1876) s/o Hari Singh, V.Plahi (Xapurtials) 
He was tried in the Babbar Conspiracy case but 
was acquitted on February 78,1925. 


4s. Chhaja Singh (1887) s/o Mihan Singh, V.Massanian 
(Jallundur). He served in the Platoon No.29 but 
resi-ned during the Gurdwara Reform movement. He 
took part in the Guru Ka Bagh moreha.He was arrested 
on April 28,1973 for his participation in the Babbar 


Akali movement and was sentenced to a term of 6 years. 
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Chhajja Singh (1891) s/o Ishar “ingh, V.Chanthu( Hoshiarpur). 
He also left military service during the Babbar 
Akali movement. He was arrested on November 5,1923 


and war sentenced te 14 years of imprisonzent. 


Chhajja Singh, V.khaira Majha.(Kapurthsla). 
He war an accused in the Babbar Akali case, 
Supplementary II, but was aequitted. During the 
early forties, he joined the 'Yug Paltau Dal’ of 
& Farbans Singh Sirhale and fell a martyr to the 
Babbar cauce. 
Chatter Singh s/o Bhup Singh, V.Kandhola (Jullundur). 
He jcined platoon No.19 of Indian army and tenk left 
it, sfter the Jallianwala Bagh masacre. He took 
part in the Babbar Akali movement and was arrested. 
He died, during the trial, on December 21,1973. 
Charan Fingh nee Faqir Singh s/o Khushal Singh, 
V. Jascowal(Hoshiarp ir). The second meeting of the 
Babbar Akalis took place in his Kutiya on December 30-31, 
1922. The 'Bebbar Akali Doaba! was also cyclostyled 
there, He was srrested on May 16,1923 for his 
involvement in the Babbar Akali movement ani was 
tried and sentenced to & years of imprisonment. 
Dalel fingh s/o Devi, V. Mannanhana (Hoshiarpur). 
He was arrested on April 22,1923 for his participation 
in the Babbar Akali movement and was tried in the 
Babbar conspiracy case. He was acquitted on February 
28,1925. 
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54. Dalio €ingh (1896) s/o Achhear Singh, V.Gossal (Jullundur). 
He was secretary of the Babbar Akali Jatha from 
its inception till January 5,1923 when he 
was arrested. He was tried in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy care anit was sentenced te life term. 
After his release, he remained the staunchest 
supporter of the Akali Dal t411 his last breath. 

55. Dalip fingh s/o Dit Singh, V.fadhare (Hoshiarpur). 

He was the Jathenar of Nirvair Sewak Shahid Jatha 
Doaba, considered to be the nucleus of the Babbar 
activities in Balachaur-Garhshankear area. He 
was arrested on Eeptember 2,1923 ani tried as an 
accused in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. He 
was aequitted on February 28,1925. 

56. Dalin Singh (190+) s/o Ishar Singh, V.Dhamian (Hoshiarpur). 
He was sentenced to life in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy ease. He died in the jail during his 
inprisonnent. 

57. Dalip Singh (1908) s/o Labh Singh, V.Dhamian (Hoshiarpur). 
He took part in ali the major actions of the Babbar 
Akalis againet the toadie« such as the murders of 
Buta of Nangal Shawmman Labh Singh of Garhshankar 
Ata Mohammed Patwari and attack on Bishan &ingh 
Sandhara. He was arrested on October 12,1923 
ami was tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
ease. He was sent to the seaffold on February 27, 
1926. 
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58. Dalip Singh s/o Kirpa Singh. V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He gave shelter to the Babbar Akalis and suffered 
8 months rigorous imprisonment for this offence. 

59. Dalip Singh s/o Dasaundha Singh, V.Manak (Kapurthala). 
He took part in the Babbar Akali movement. After 
the Babeli carnage, Dhanna “ingh of Behbalpur and 
Dalipa of Dhamian took refuge with him. He was 
involved in the second attempt to murder the toadies 
of Pindcri Nijjaran. He was arrested on October 4, 
1923, tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case and 
was sentenced So 5 yearc' of imprisonment. 

60. Dalip Singh (12.12.1897) s/o Chanda Singh, V.Moranwali 
(Hoshiarpur). He took part in the Babbar Akali 
movement. He remained ciitor of the Desh-fSewak and 
was imprisoned for 24 months. 

61. Darbara Singh s/o Manzal Singh, V.Plahi (Kapurthala). 

He was arrested during the Babbar Akali Movement. 
He was acquitted on February 28,1925. 


62 Diwan Singh (1889) s/o Hire Singh, V.Alowsl (Amritear). 
He was arrested and tried in the Babbar conspiracy 
case, supplementary II for 24 years but was | 
acquitted on February 23,1926. 

63 Diwan Singh s/o Jawahar Singh, V.Haripur (Jullundur). 

He was kept under the judicial lockeup for 3 months 
u/s 216 in 1922 in connection with the Babbar Akali 


movement. 
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64 Diwan fingh (February 25,1986) s/o Fam Ditta, V.Bahowal 
(Hoshiarpur). He was detained for 14 years 
in the Babbar Akali case. He was involved in the 
Kiratpur surder case in 1940. 


65 Dhanna Singh (1881) s/o Inder Singh, V.Behbalpur 
(Hoshiarpur). He was arrested on October 25,1923 
at Mannanhana. He exploded a hanjtegrenade and w2s 
blown to pieces, About 9 policemen and officers were 
either killed or seriously wounded in this episode. 
Mr. A.F.Horton, Superintendent Police, Hoshiarpur 
was also one of the victims. 


66 Dhanna Singh V. Khaira Majha (Kapurthala). 

He died during trial in the Babbar Conspiracy 
case, Supplementary II. 

67. Dhanna Singh s/o Nihal Singh, V.6adhare (Hoshiarpur). 
He was one of the accused in the Babbar conspiracy 
ease of 1925 but was acquitted. 

68. Dharame Singh s/o Bela Singh, V.Plahi (Kapurthala). 

He took part in the second attempt to murder the 
Lambardars and Chaukidars of Pindori ani was 
senteneed to § years in the Babbar conspiracy 
ease on February 28,1925. 

69. Dharam Singh (1876) s/o Sob ha Singh, V.Hayatpur 
(Hoshiarpur). He was involwed in the murder of 
Diwan of Hayatpur. He was arrested on July 6,1923 
ami was sent to the seaffold on February 27,19°6. 
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70. Duman Singh s/o Munshi Singh, v.Pindor’ Mahatman 
(Hoshiarpur). He wes an ex-soldier who wit sent on 
a pension of %. 10 p.m., on March 3,1920. He took 
part in the second abortive bid to kill Babh Fingh 
of Dhadda. He was arrested and tried in the 
Babbar Akali conspiracy case. He was sentenced to 
7 years’ imprisonment. 

71. Ganga Singh s/o Hira Singh, V.uihal (Gurdaspur). He 
was Naik in Regiment No.52, posted at Jullundur 
cantorment. ‘Soon, he was drawn to the Babbar Akali 
movement. He supplied arms and esmeiitisn to the 
Babbar Akalis. He was arrested and tried in the 
Babbar conspiracy care but was acquitted, 

72. Ganga Singh s/o Wasir Sing’, V.Kot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur). 
He was arrested in February 1922 for putting 
obetruetion in the arrest of Master Mota Singh and 


was senteneed to 9 montit:s' rigorous imprisonment. 


73. Genda Singh, V.Sirhala Kalan (Hoshiarpur). He was 
involved in the Kiratpur murder cese. He was arrested | 
but was acquitted. 

™. Gujjar Singh, V. Dhapai (Ludhiana). He was tried in 
the Babbar Supplementary ease II and was sent to the 
gallows on February 27,1927. 

75. Gurbachan Singh (1902) s/o Dalip Singh of Sadhara 
(Hoshiarpur). He was arrested on April 22,1923 
amd was imprisoned for 7 years in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy ease. His book on the Babbar Movement ~ 
‘tBadbar Akali'= has reference value. 
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76 Gurbachan Singh s/o Mali, V. Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He took part in the varicus actions of the 
Babbar Akalis against the toadies. The police 
failed to arrest hin. 

77. Gian Eingh s/o Rira fingh, V.Alowal (Amritear). 
He was awarded life-sentence in the Babbar 
conspiracy case, Supplementary II. 

78. Gurdas Gingh s/o Natha Singh, V.Kotli Bawa Dass, 
(Hoshiarpur). He was tried in the Babbar 
eonspiracy case, Supplementary II but was acquitted. 

79. Gurdit Singh s/o Puran Eingh, V.Alipur Gudde (Amrit:ar). 
He was sentenced to life inthe Babbar Supplementary 
II on February 28,1926. He died in Muktan jail in 
1933. 

80. Gurdit Singh Daler (July 1893) s/o Mangal Singh, 
V. Mandhali (Jullundur). He was an ex-soldier and 
took part in the Guru Ka Bagh, Bhai Pheru and 
Jaito morchas, He also remained the ciitor of Desh 
Gewak. He, alongwith others, murdered Anup Singh of 
Manko on June 21,1936.and was sent to the gallows 
on August 10,1938. 

81, Harbans Singh (1906-194) s/o Knem Singh, V.Sirhala 
Khurad (Hoshiarpur). “e took part in the Guru 8a 
Bagh morcha. He was also arrested in connection 
with the Babbar Akali movement on 19th September, 
1923. He was tried in the Babbar 4kali conspiracy 
case bul was acquitted. During the world war Ii he 
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launched 'Yug Paltau Dal! and took to violent 
activities. Due tc his involvement in the «iratpur 
murder, he was sent to the gallows on April 3,194. . 

82. Harbane Gingh (1889) s/o Bhagat Singh, V.Chabbewal _ 
(Hoshiarpur). He took part in the Babbar Akali 
movement ani was imprisoned for 28 years u/s 
30° ,307 and 395 in May,1923. 

83. Harbakhash Singh s/o Arjan Singh, V.Jassewal (Hoshiarpur). 
He was an active Babbar Akali. He was declared a 
political absconier ani was arrested fros 
Malerketla in 192k. He was tried as an accused 
in the Eabbar Conspiracy case, Supplementary II, 
but was acquitted on February 28,1927. 


@ Hardit Singh (1895) s/o Muncha Singh,V.Jassowal (Hoshiarpur). 
He took part in the fabbar Akali movement. His 
‘Haveli’ formed the venue of the First as well as 
fourth meeting of the Babbars. He took part in the 
dacoity committed at Jacdla. He was arrested on 
April 22,1923 am! was sentenced to 7 years! 
imprisonment in the Babbar Akali conspiracy caze. 

85. Hari Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V.Daulatpur, Tehsil Nawan 
Shehar(Jullundur) de was sentenced to 7 years 
in connection with the Jadlia dacoity in the Babbar 


conspiracy case. 
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86 Hari Eingh s/o Sher Eingh, V.Sundh (Jullundur). 
He war an ex-Ghadrite who actively supported te 
Babbar Akalis by murdering Bela Singh Zian on 
December 8,1933. He was accompanied by Ishar 
Singh of Jandoli ani Sant Inder Singh of Murari. 


87. Hari Singh (1899) s/o Basant Singh, V. Chela (Hoshiarpur ). 
He contributed poems to the 'Babbar Akali Doaba!' 
Akhbar and was arrested on April 22,1923. He was 
tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy care but was 
acquitted. 

88. Hari Singh s/o Surjan Cingh, V.Jassowal (Hoshiarpur). 
He was arrested in connecticn wit! the Babbar | 
Akali movement on April £2,1923. He died during 

the trial. 

89. Harnam Singh s/o Sidhu Singh, Y.Pindor4 Nijjaran (Jullundur) 
He was senteneed to three years in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy case. 

90, Harnan Singh s/o Ralla “ingh, V.Garhi Janungoan 
(Hoshiarpur). He left army service after the 
Nankana holocaust. He toox part in the Babbar 
Akali movement and was arrested on April 22,1923 
but was acquitted. 

91 Hira Singh s/o Sobeha Singh, V. Chak Phula (Hoshiarpur). 
He was kent in the judieial lockeup during the 
Babbar Akali movement. He died in 1923. 
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Hasara Singh s/o Attar Singh, V. Rurki Khas (Hoshiarpur). 
He helped Rattan Singh of Rakkar despite the police 
ecercion ant was shot dead alongwith Rattan Singh 
on July 15,1932. 

Hukam Singh (1906) s/o Dewa Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
(Jullundur). He was tried in the Babbar Conspiracy 

@ase but was acquitted. | 

Inder Singh (1895) s/o Basant Singh, V.Pindori Ganga Singh 
(Hoshiarpur). He was arrested during the “abbar 
Akali movement for the offence of giving shelter to the 
Babbar Akalis and was sentenced for 7 years iuprisonment. 

Ishar Singh s/o Mewa Singh, Y.Dichkot Manko (Lyallpur). 

He wae rentenced to iife in the Babbar conspiracy 
case, sapplementary II on February 27,1527. 

Jaswant Singh s/o Shaw Singh, V.Xhusropur (Jullundur). 

He helped the Babbar Akalis with arms and ammunition. 
He was arrested in 1923, tried in the Sabbar conspiracy 
case but wast acquitted. 

Jagjit Singh s/o Dalip Singh, V3; Kuthar (Jullundur). 

He was arrested on September 29,1923 for his 
activities during the Babbar Akali movement. He was 
called C.R.Dass of the Babbars. He was tried but was 
acquitted. 

Jawala Singh, V.Fatehpur Kothi (Hoshiarpur). He first 
served army ani then took part in the non-cooperation 
movement arri finally became a member of the Akali Dal. 
He took keen interest in the Babbar Akali movement. He 
was killed in an encounter with the poliee at Munder 
on December 12,1923. 
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99. Kabul Singh (December 5,190°) s/o Ralia Singh, 
¥V. Gobindpur (Jullundur). He was imprisoned for the 
offence of holding a conference in the memory of the 
Babbar martyre in 1928 in Kharoudi (Hoshiarpur). 


16C. Karam Singh (1988 ) £/o Mala Singh, V.Mahil Baltoha 
(Hoehiarpur). He left military service to taxe part 
in the National movement. He took part in the 
Babbar Akali movement in 1923. He escaped from 
Kapurthala jail. He was killed in an encounter with 
the police on July 23,1%3. 

101. Karam Singh (1890-1923) s/o Natre Singh, V.Daulatpur 
(Jullundur). Se joined the Sikh Regiment in 1898. 
After sometime, he became a religious recluse. Shortly | 
afterwards, he went to Canada but was upset at the 
discrimination there. He came back to India and 
began to take part in the National Movement. “hen 
the Gurdwara Reform Movement started, he became very 
active in 1t. He secon tock to milita/y ant brought out 
the Babbar Akali Doaba. He was the mcving force behini 
all the actions against the toadies. After the arrest 
of &.Kishan Singh Gargaj, he became the supreme leader 
of the Babbar Akalis. He fsll a martyr to the Babbar 
cause at Bebeli on fentember 1,1923. 

102 Karam Singh (1886-1938) s/o Duni “ingh, V.Jhingar 
(Jullundur). He was an immigrant from Canada. 
Back at home, h8 actively began to take part in the 


National movement af well ae the Gurduara Reform 
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movement. He was nephew (Sister's gon) of Baba 
Dalip Singh of Sadhara, Jathedar Nirwaiy Sewak Shahid 
Jatha Doaba. He beeame one of the prominent 

members of the Babbar Akali Jatha. He was arrested 
on January 5,1923 at the Behest of his brother, Kehar 
Singh from his house. He was tried in the Babbar 
Conepiracy ease ani was sentenced to life. He died 

on April 8, 1938 at the time of his relesse from the 
gail. 

103 Karae Singh (189+) #/o Bhagwan Singh, V.Haripur (Jullundur). 
He tock part in the Gurdwara Feform movement. He 
arranged a conference in his village in 1922 which was 
attemied by & Kishan Singh Gargaj, Master Mota Singh 
and Sertar Eingh Jhabbar. He was arres:ed on May 12, 
1923 4n connection with the murder of Genda Singh 
Charial. He was tried in the Babbar conspiracy case 
ami wat sent to the gallows on February 27,1926. 

104 Karam EFingh s/o Bhola Singh, V.Jaesowal (Hoshiarpur). 

He wart very active during the Gurdwara Reform movement 
and was one cf the members of the jatha which captured 
Anandpur fahid unter the leadershin of Mula Singh. 

He wac arrested on April 22,1923, tried in the Babbar 

conspirzey care and was acquitted. 

105 Kartar Singh s/o Achhru, V.Musera Kalan (Juilundur) .4e 
served in the army. He left service ani took part in 
the Babbar A-:ali movezent. He was arrested and convicted 
for his participation in the Jadla dacoity and was 
sentenced to 7 years! imprisonment. 
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Kartar £ingh s/o Bagga fingh, V.Domeli (Kapurthala). 
He helped the Babbar Akalis and was implicated 
in the Sabbar Conspiracy case. He was sentenced 
to 7 years! imprisorment. 
Kartar Singh s/o Basant Singh, V. Domeli (Kapurthala) 
He was an active supporter of the Babbar Akalis. 
Karam Singh Bab>var eften stayed with him. He was 
arrested ani tried in the 4abbar Akali conspiracy case. 
He was awarded 7 years! term of imprisonment. 


Kartar Singh s/o furjan Sing’, V.Gondpur (Hoshiarpur). 
He served 4ist Sikh Regiment. He resigned service ani 
became jathsdar of the Akali Dal unit of his village. 
He was arrested on December 13,1923 and was t. red 


and sentenced to 14 yeare of rigerous imprisonment. 


Kartar ingh s/o Dewa Singh, V.Pindori Nijjran (Jullundur). 
He participated in the Pabbar Akali movement. He was 
arrested on April °1,1923 and wae tried in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy. Ha was senteneed to life on 
January 19,1926. 

Kartar Singh e/o Suchet Sing!:, V.Pindori Nijjaran 
‘(Jullundur).He was arrested in ecnneetion with the 
Babbar conspiracy ease but was acquitted, 

Kartar Singh Kirti s/o Harnam Eingh, V. Chak Bagarian. 
He served the Indian army but wee dismizsed due to 
his articles, critical of the government pclicies, 
published in the 'Kirti'. He was one of those who 
shot Anup Singh Manke dead on June 18,1936. He was 
sent tv the gallows on August 10,1933. 
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112 Kartar Singh, V. Jaspalon (Ludhiana). 

He mate a bid to organise the Sabbar Akali Jatha 
/ in the Malwi ani wa: elected Jathedar in a meeting 

helAé at Sekha. Hs plan did not succeed as some 
of hiv associates were arrested in 1929 and the 
police was able to locate their hide-outs. 

443° Kartar Singh,¥. Chhiniwal (Sangrur). He was one of those 
Babbvars who murdered & GM. Beaty. He wis tried in 
this ease but was acquitted. 

114 Kashmira Singh, V. Sabhraon (Lahore). 
He wat arrested in connection with the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy case, Supplementary II. He wae acquitted 
as ne offence could be proved agsinst him. 

115 Kishan Singh (1891-1926) s/o Fateh Singh, V.Birring 
(Jullundur). He joined the army and served 2/35 Sikhs. 
He was a devout Sikh and was deeply interested in 
baptiring the Sikhs. He wis discharged and a pen:ion 
of &. 22/— was forfeited due to his alleged disloyalty. 
After the Nankana holocaust, he wxs elected Secretary 
of the Akeali Dal in the Shahidi Divan held at Nankana, 
He took his charge on April 6,1971. He, alongwith other 
militants, hatched a conspiracy to mirder the govern 
ment officials, but the whole schene dashed to the gr ound 
He became ‘chakarvarti' and floated his jatha in 
November,1921. In August 1922, he wis elected Jathedar 
of the Babbar Akali jatha. He brought patriotic 
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feryour into Dosaba with his 327 speeches, 

He enrolled abort 14C0 persons ar the mombers 

of the Akali Dal. He was arrested on February 26, 
1923. He was tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case 
ani war held rerponsible for all the actions of the 
Babbar Akalis. He was sent to the gallows on 

February ?7,139°6. His name shines in the galaxy of 
patriots like Kartar Fingh Farabha, Bhagat Singh, 

Ras Behari Bose ani Subash Chander Boge. In patriotism 


he was second to none. 


116 Labh Singh #/o fuba fingh, V.Jdassowal (Hoshiarpur). He was 
arrested on April 92,1993 during the Babbar Akalt 
movement. He was tried an! sentenced to 14 years of 
imprisonment. Hie 'Sankhep Ithas Babbar Akali' and 
'Bahadur-i-© ikhan(mss) serve as reference-bcoxs for 
certain aspeets of the Babbar Akali Movement. 

117 Labh Singh s/o GujjaySingh, V.Randhawa Masandan(Julluniur). 
He was arrested and tried in connection with the 
Babbar Akali conspiracy case, Surplementary II but 
was acquitted on an appeal in the High gourt in 1 27. 
Again, he was involved alongwith Sadhu Singh of 
Eandhara in connection with the murder cf certain 
traitore ar wae tried and sent to the gallows on 
May 16,1931. 
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248 Labh Singh, V. aklota (Una). 

A fugitive from the army, he cecame sember of the 
'Yug-Paltuu Dalt of Harbans “ingh of £irhala Khurd. 

11° Lakha Singh s/o Ganga Singh, V.Kot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur). 

He wart arrested on April 22,1973 for his participation 
in the Babbar Akali movement. 

190 Lal €ingh s/o Gulab Singh, V.Haipur Kasulpur (Jullundur). 
He waz involved in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 
Euppiementary II, but was acquitted. 

421 Mann Singh s/c Hire Singh, V.Gobindpur (Gujranwala). 

He served in the Regiment No.5? .He resigned and became 
jathedar of the village Aknli Dal. He was sentenced to 
life on Jenuary 19,19¢6 for his participation during 
the Babbar Akali movement. 

122 Mann Singh, *.Barri (Eangrur) . He was one of the important 
members of the Malwa Babbar Akali jacha. He joined 
Riasti Parja Mandal after tne failure of the Babbar 
movement. 

123. Mehar Singh s/o Nihal Singh (Hoshiarpur). 

He took part in the Babbar Akali activities at the 
tender age of 15. 

124. Mehnga Gingh s/o Wasakha Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran (Juiiundur). 
He took part in the Bubbaxy Akali moverent. He was 
sentenced te 5 years! imprizcnment in the Babbar Akali 
conepiracy case. 

125 Milzha “ingh s/o Uttam Sing , V.Moranwali(Hoshiarpur),. Be 
was one of those members who took control of the Gurdwana 
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Anandpur Sahib on January 12,1923. He wat arrested on 
September 2,1923, tried and acquitted in the Bebbar Akali 


conspiracy case, 


(August 1905) 
126 ‘“ilkha Singh/s/o Gulab Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran. He came 


under the spell of Jathedar Kishan Singh Gargaj, 
while still at sehocl. He was arrested on Avril 21, 
1923, tried anid aequitted on February 19,1926. He is 


currently writing "Bat sh" on the basis 


of hi: memoirs as weli ag the valuable documentary reecrd 

jaboar 4 Co 
Supplementary I ani Babbar Conspiracy gase Judgement 19 25. 

127 Mota Singh (1881-1960) s/o Gopal Singh, V.Patara (Juiiundur). 
He was the founderemenmber of the &.G.P.C. He created 


euch as Papor Book 


an awakening aweong the Sikhs and aroused cheir wrath 
against the Mahants at well as the British. He had 
- Little faich in non-vicience. He was iuvolved in the 
First Akall conspiracy and as a result, his arrest 
warrants: were issued. He left for Afghanistan. He 
Game bac«< ani appeared on the occasion of the birthday 
of Sri Guru Nana«c Devji at Nankana in November 1921,under 
his guidance Saidar nishun Singh floated Chakarvarti Jatha. 
He delivered speeches in the diwane and the conferences 
and always gave a feint to the police. his happened on 
March 15,1921 on the occasion of the Rurka Conference 
as well as Kot Fatuni Conference in February 26,192, 
He was arrested on June 16,1972 ani was imprisoned 


for 7 years. He waz released onJune 23,1929. At that 
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time, the Babbar Akali movement had been er ished 
in Doaba. Later on he joined the communist party and 
then the Iniien National Congress. He died on January 9, 
1960. 
Mula Singh s/o Ram Singh, Plahi (Sapurthala). 
He took part in an unsuccessful attempt to surder 
the chaukidars and lambarders of Pindori Nijjaran. 
He was arrested on December 15,1973 and tried in the Babbar 
conspiracy ease ani was sentenced to a term of 5 years. 
Mula Singh, Bahowal (Hoshiarpur). 
He was a staunch Akali who led the jatha which took 
possession of the Gurdwara Anandpur Sahib on January 12, 
1927. He was closely associated with Jathedar Kishan 
Singh for sometime. 
Munsha Singh s/o Jhanda Singh, V.famranwan (Jullundur). 
He was sentenced to life in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
ease, Supplementary II. He was transported to Indoman- 
Nicobar islands where he died in jail. 
Munsha Singh s/o Bela Singh, V.Johal (Jullundur). He 
served Regiment No.28. He became village Jathedar 
when the Curdwara Reform movement started an! 
resigned service. He took part in the Babbar Axali 
movement. He was arrested on September 4,1923, was 
tried and sentenced to 14 years in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy case. Hie brother, Jawand Singh, had 
turned approver against him. 
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132 Mohinder Singh s/o Labhu, V.Pindori Ganga Singh (Hcsehiarpur). 
He served +7th Sikh Regiment, but was tried for his 
pro~Akali activities after :he Nankana holocaust. 

He helped in the distribution of the ‘Babbar Akali 
Doaba'. He fell a martyr, at Babeli, on Eeptember 1, 
1923. 

133 Nand Singh (May 12,1898 —- February 27,1926), 8/o Ganga 
Singh, V.Ghurial (Jullucdur). He was an active 
Akali. He took part in the Guru Ka Bavh morcha. 

He participated in the murder of Subedar Genta Eingh of 
Ghurial. He was tried in the Babbar conspiracy case 
end was sent to the gallows on February 27,1926. 

13+ Narain Singh s/o Dasaundha Singh, V.Chattivind (Amritsar). 
He was a Naik in 35 Sikhs. He helped Chakarvwartis and 
was tried in the First Akali conspiracy case,Lahore. 
During the Babbar Axali movement he was arrested on 
October 19,1973. He was tried bit was acquitted. 

135 Naranjan Singh s/o Dalip Singh, V.fadbara (Hoehiarpur). 
Ee grievously assaulted Ras Singh of Mazara Kalan, 
who had turned approver in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
case, in 1943 at Bachauri. 

136 Nikka Eingh s/o Buta Singh, V.Alowal (Amritsar). 

He was sent to the gallows in the Babbar Akali 
Conspiracy case, Supplementary II, on February 27,1927. 

4137. Wikka Singh s/o Dhaunkal Singh, V.G1i1 (Ludhiana). He 
was sent to the seaffold on February 27,1927 in the 
Babbar Conspiracy case, Supplementary ITI. 
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138 Wirmal Singh, V.farinh (Jullundur). 
He was an associase of Harbans Singh of Sirhalas was 
involved in the Kiratpur murder case but was acquitted 
in April, 1%, 

139 WNirwair Singh e/o Santa Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
He was tried in the Babbar conspiracy case, Supplementary 
II, but was acquitted. 

4:4 Pala Singh, V.Jvaur Singhwala (Lahore) .He was also 
implicated in the Babbar conspiracy case, Supplementary 
II, but was acquitted. 

142, Partap Singh s/o Lal Singh, V.Chhabilpur (Sialkot). 
He was serving Regiment Nc.52 when he came under the 
spell of &.Kishan Singh Gargaj. He took part in the 
Babbar Akali movement. He was arrested on Eeptember 7, 
1923; was tried and sentenced to life on January 19,1926. 

143 Prem Singh s/o Pal Singh, V.Pragpur (Jullundur). He 
was arrested on May 12,1923 for his participation in 
the Babbar Akali movement. He was tried for his 
complicity in the second attempt to kill Arjan Singh 
Patwari ani was sentenced to 5 years. 

144 Piara Singh (1900) s/o Puran Singh, V.Dhamian (Hoshiarpur). 
He was involved in the murder of Buta Singh Lambardar of 
Nanzal Fhamman, was tried and sentenced to life in 
the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. 

145 Ram Singh s/o Lal Singh, V.Musara Kalan(Hoshiarpur). 
He served 25 Sikh Regiment. He left service and took 
part in the Babbar Akali movement. He was tried for 
his involvement in the dacoity at Jadla ani was sentenced 
to 7 years imprisonment. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


413 


146 Rattan Singh (1899) s/o Jawahar Singh, V.Rakkar (Hishiarpur) . 

He came under the spell of &.Karam Singh Daulatpur. 
He was arrested but escaped from the police custody. 
He was killed on July 15,1932 in an encounter with 

the police at Rurki Khas (Hoshiarpur). 

147 Rattan Singh, V.Vein Bhoein (Amritsar). 

He was involved in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case 
Supplementary II and was acquitted. 

148 Rattan Singh s/o Hazara Cingh, V. Singriwala (Hoshiarpur). 
He was a man of rare courage who stole away a mare and 
a gun from the bungalow of the Police Superintenient, 
Hoshiarpur. He wae tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy 
ease for his complicity in the wurder of Buta cf Nangal 
Shanmran. He vas senteneed to life but was acquitted 
on an appeal in the High Court. 

149  Sadha Singh s/o Narain Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
He took part in the Babbar Akali movement ani was 
arrested. He died on December 29,1994, during the 
trial. 

150. Sadhu Singh, Manak Dheri (Hoshiarpur). 

He was a member of Yug Paltau Dal of Harbans Singh 
of Eirhala. 

151 Sadhu Singh s/o Taba Singh, V.Sandhara (Hoshiarpur). 

He was tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case, 
Supplementary II, but was acquitted. After his acquittal, 
he murdered all those who had kidnapped wife of Surain 
Singh of Daulatpur as well as widow of Bante Singh of 
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Dhamian to avenge the honour of the Babbars. He was 
arrested for these murders, tried ani sent to the 


gallows on May 16,1931. 


152 €hamsher Singh, V. Moranwali (Hoshiarpur). 
He was sent to the gallows for hit alleged 
participation in the Kiratpur murder case, although he 
was quite innocent in the case. He was a member of the 


‘yug Paltau Dal' of Yarbans Singh of Sirhala. 


153 Sardul Singh s/o Partap Singh, V.Burro Barrian (Hoshiarpur). 
He served Platoon No.15. When the Gurdwara Reform movement 
started, he participated in it and was srrested for 
his involvement in the murder of Bishan Singh of 
Rani Thua and was sentenced to 5 years. 

154 Santa Singh (1900) s/o Suba Singh, V.Chhoti Heroin (Ludhiana). 
He was a clerk in regiment No.54. During his posting 
at Jullundur santonment, he came under the spell of 
&.Kishan Singh Gargaj. He left service in February, 

1922. He took part in all the major actions against 
the toaties. The murder of Bishan Singh of Rani Thua was 
his first salvo which gave a new direction to the 
movement. He was elected Treasurer of the Babbar 

Akali Jatha. In the latter period of the movement he 
beeame its Secretary. He was arrested at Tapa railway 
station onJune 20,1923. He was tried in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy case and was sentenced to death on 
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February 28,1925. He was sent to the gallows on 
February 27,1926. 


155 Shiv Singh, V.Babeli (Kapurthale). 
He gave shelter and food to the Babbar Akalis. 
On August 31,1973 Karam Singh ‘Editor! Udey Singh of 
Ramgarh Jhuggian, Mchinder Singh of Pindori Ganga 
Singh ani Bishan Singh of Mangat had stayed with 
him. He was arrested,tried and sentenced to 7 yeare 
in the Babbar conspiracy case on January 19,1925. 

156 Shiv Singh s/o Gurdit Singh, V.Haripur (Jullundur) 
He took mrt in the XIII Sikh Edueation Conference, 
held at Horhiarpur fron March 25 to 27,1921. He 
particinated in the Babbar Akali movement. He was 
involved in two of the attempts made to kill Labh 
Singh of Dnaddae He was tried and sentenced to 7 years 
in this case. 

157 Gunder Singh (January 18,1890) s/o Karamfingh, V.Lohke 
Amritsar). He was tried in the Babbar funplemsentary 
Case II and was sent to the seaffold on February 27, 
1927.6 

454 Sunder Singh s/o Dewa Sing, V.Khenpur Kulewal (Hoshiarpur ). 
He helped the Babbar Akalis and was arrested for his 
involvement in the Babbar Akali movement. He was tried 
and acquitted. 

159 Sunder Singh (1891) s/o Hatha Singh, V.Makhsuspur 
(Hoshiarpur). He was a right hand san of Jathedar 
Kishan Eingh Gargaj. He was arrested on May 11,1922. 
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He was tried in the Babbar conspiracy ease and was 
sentenced to life. His history of the'Babbar Akali 
Lehar’! despite its shorteomings remains an important 


souree for any researeh seholar of the movement. 


16C funder Singh s/o Nani Lal, V.Kot Fatuhi (Hoshiarpur) .He 
was arrested, tried and acquitted for his participation 
in the Babbar Akali movement. 

161 Sunmier Singh s/o Sobha Singh, V.Hayatpur (Hoshiarour) 

He served platoon No.32. He took part in the Gurdwara 
Reform movement ani accompanied the Jatha which took 
possession of the Gurdwara Anandpur Sahib on January 12, 
1922. He was arrested on August 1,19°3 for his 
participation in the Babbar Akali movement. He died 
during the trial, on December 13,1923. 

162 Surain Singh (1899) s/o Thakar Singh, V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He was sentenoed to life in the Babbar Akali eonspiracy 
case, supplementary II. He alro became a member 
of the 'Yug Paltau Dal’ of Harbane Singh of Sirhela in 
the forties. 

163 Surain Singh, V.Kangmai (Hoshiarpur). 

He was sentenced to life in the Babbar Akali Conspiracy 
case, Supplementary II. He died in the jail in 
Imiomn-Ricobar islands, 

164 SGurjan Singh s/o Suehet Singh, V.Domeli (Kapurthala). He 
was &n ex-soldier, He was arrested on September 9,1923 
for his involvement in an attempt to murder the chaykidars 
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and jambardars of Pindori Nijjaran. He was tried in 
the Babbar Akali conspiracy case ani was sentenced 
to 5 years imprisonment. 

furjan Singh s/o Hamir Singh, V.Hayatpur (Hoshiarpur). 
He took part in the murder of Diwan of Hayatpur and 
was sentenced to life in this case. He died in 
jail. 

feja Singh, V.Alowal (Amritsar). He was senteneed to life 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy ease, Supplementary II. 


Thakar Singh s/o Achhar Singh, V.Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He took vart in the dacoity committed at Jadla, was 
arres*ed and sentenced to 7 years in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy case, 

Thakar Singh s/o Mihan Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur). 
He was sencenced to 3} years in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy case, 

Thaker Singh s/o Maya Gingh, V.Ganeshpur Bhart. 

He served Platoon No.35 am helped the Babbar Akalis 
with arme and ammunition. He was arrested ani tried 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. He was acquitted 
on February 28,1925 but the Panjab government filed 
an appeal in the High Court. As a rerult of this 
apreal, he was eentenced to life on January 19,1926. 

Thakur Singh s/o Gurmukh Singh , V.Mundial (Hoshiarpur). 
He lived in a kutiya at Rajowal. The kutiya war an 
igportant resort of the Babbar Akalis. The Babbar 
Akali Jatha was launched in his kutiya and the ‘Babbar 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


171 


172 


173 


1% 


175 


176 


418 


Akali Akhbar’ was aleo duplicated here. He was 
senteneed to life for his involwement in the Babbar 
Akali conspiracy case, 


Udey €ingh s/o Hira Eingh, V. Ramgarh Jhuggian (Hoshiarpur) . 
Re was a close associate of 5.Karam Singh of 
Daulatpur. He fell a martyr at Babeli on September 1, 
1923. 

Udham fingh (December 28,1899-July 31,190) s/o Tehal 
Fingh, Sunam (Sangrur). He avenged the Jallianwale 
Bagh Tragedy by shocting Sir Michael O'Dwyer, dead 
on March 13,1940, in Lonion. He was inspired by the 
Babbar Akalis of Malwa as well as the 'Yug Paltau 
Dal’ of Sant Inder Singh of Murari. 

Udham Singh s/o Ralia Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran (Juliundur). 
He was sentenced to 3 years for his involvement 
in the Babbar Akali conspiracy. He helped in the 
duplication of the “"Babdar Akali Akhbar". 


Udham Singh s/o Wasakhe Singh, V.Kaulgarh (Hoshiarpur). 
He war arrested ani tried due to his involvement 
in the Babbar Aksali movement but was acquitted. 
Udham Singh, V. Sura-un-Nisei (Jullundur). 
He was sentenced to life in the Babbar Akali 
conspiracy case, Supplementary II on February 28,1926. 
Udham Fingh s/o Curdit Singh, V. Jandoo Singha (Julluniur). 
He left army service to take part in the Gurdwara 
Reform movement. He was elected a member of the &.0.?.C. 
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He war arrested on September 21,1973 for his partiecipat- 
ion in the Babbar Akali movement but was acquitted 
on February 28,1925. 


177. Ujjagder Singh (1908-1980) s/o Munsha Singh, V.Pannahli 
Xalan (Hoshiarpur). He avenged the death of the 
Babbars by participating in the murder of Anup Singh 
Hanko on June 21,1936. 

178 ‘Sjjagar Singh s/o Pritam Singh, V. Bisrampur (Juilundur) 
He served platoon No.59. During the Gurdvara Reform 
movement, he beeawe an Akali. He participated in the 
second attempt to murder Labh Singh of Dhadda. He 
was arrested ani tried in the Babbar Akali Conspiracy 
case. He was sentenced to 7 years. 


179 Ujjagar Singh , V.Dhamian (Hoshiarpur) 
He was kiiled in an encounter with the police in 1942 
near Tarntaran. He was a member of the "Yug Paltau Dal‘ 
of Harbans Singh cf Sirhala Khurad. 


180 Waryam Singh s/o Sawan Singh, V. Daulatpur (Jullundur). 
He took part in the dacoity committed at Jadla. He 
war arrested in the Badbar Akali conspiracy case and 
was eentenced to 7 years. 

181  Waryam Singh, V.Dhugga (Hoshiarpur). He escaped the police 
net at Munder on December 12,1924, He tried to 
revive the Babbar Axali movement in/Bar area. He wet his 
end at Chak No.5% on June 8,19°% due to the treachery 
of his relatives. 
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182 Waryam Singh s/o Bhagwan Singh, V. Musarsa Kalan (Juliundur). 
He took part in the Jadla dacoity and was sentenced 
to 7 years in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case. 


183. Waryam Singh s/o Narain Singh, V. Kot Fatauhi (Hoshiarpur). 
He wat arrested during the Babbar Alkali movement. He 
died during the trial on December 29,19ch. 


184  Wattan Singh e/o Dewa Singh, v. Ganeehpur (Hoshiarpur). 
He was an active soldier in the army when he supplied 
the arms and amminition to the Babbar Akalis. He was 
tried in the Babbar Akali conspiracy case but was 
acquitted on February 23,1975. 
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APPENDIX 10 


(A) The following Babbar Akalis met their heroie eni at 
Babelivun Phagwara Tehsil of Kapurthale Distriet on 
Feptember 1,1923:3 


1. Karam Singh 6/0 Natha Singh, V. Daulatpur, 
Tehsil Navanshehar, Di: tt. Sullandur. 


2. Udey Singh s/o Hira Singh, V. Ramgarh Jhugian, 
Tehsil Garhshankar, Di:triet Hoehiarpur. 


3. Bishan Singh s/o Isher Singh, V. Mangat, 
Tehsil Navanshehar, District Jullundur, 


&, Mohinder Singh s/o Labhu, V. Pindori Ganga Singh, 
Tehsil Hi eal District Jullundur. 


(B) The following fell a martyr to the Babbar eause 
at Mannanhana, Tehsil Garhshankar, District, Hoshiarpur 
on October 25,1923: 


5. Dhanna Singh 5/0 Inder Singh, ¥. Behbalpur, 
Tehsil Garhshankar, District Horhiarpur. 


(C) The following set their end at Munder, 
Tehsil and District Jullundur on December 12,1923: 


6, Banta Singh, V.Dhamian, Tehsil and Distriet Hoshiarpur. 


7. Jawala Singh, V. Fatehpur, Acthi, Teheil Garhshanker, 
Distriet Hoshiarpur. 


(D) The following fell a martyr at Chak No.54, 
District Lyalipur, on June 641926: 


8. Waryan Singh, V¥. Dhugga, Tehsil ani District, 
Hosthtarpur. 


(EZ) The following were hanged on 27th February,1926 at 
Lahore t= 


9. Kishan Singh &/0 Fateh Singh, V.Birring, Tehsil and Dist- 
riets, Jullundur 


10. Karam Singh 6/0 Bhagwan Singh, V.Haripur,Teheil and 
District Jullundur. 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


422 


411. Wand Singh 8/0 Ganga Singh, V. Ghurial, Tehsil and 
Distriet Jullundur. 


12. Babu Santa Singh 8/0 Guba Singh, V. Chhoti Herion, 
Tehsil Samrala, District Ludhiana. 


13. Dalipa §/0 Labh Singh, V. Dhamian, Tehsil and District 
Hoshiarpur. 


14, Dharam Singh S/O Sobha Singh, V. Hayatpur, Tehsil Belachaur, 
District Hoshiarpur. 


(F) The following were sent to the gallows on 27th February, 
1927, in Lahore Central Jails 


15. WNik.:a Singh 5/0 Dhonkal Singh, V. Gill, Tehsil and 
District Ludhiana. 


16. Wikka Singh 8/C Buta Singh, V. Alowal, Tehsil Tarntarna, 
District Amritsar. ; 


17. Banta Singh, Village Gurusar Satlani, Tehsil and 
District Amritsar. 


18. Gujjar Singh, Ve Dhapai, Tehsil Jagreon, District Ludhiana. 


19. Sunder Singh £/0 Karam Singh, V. Lohke, Tehsil and 
District Amritsar, 


20. Mukand Singh, Ve Jassoval, Teheil and District, Amritsar. 


(@) The following died while they were undergoing isprisonsment 
in jaile: 


21. PDalip 8 h 8/0 Iehar 8 h, V. Dhamian, Tehsil and 
| District Hoshiarpur (13925). 


22. eo gene 8/0 Surjan Singh, V. Jassowal (Hoshiarpur), 
23. Surjan Singh 8/0 Hamir Singh, V. Hayatpur, Tehsil 
Balachaur, Dietri ct Hoshiarpur. ‘ 


24. Partap Singh €/0 Lal Sing’, V. Chhabilpur, Tehsil and 
District Sialkot. 


25. Mugsha Singh S/O Bela Singh, V. Johal, Tehsil and 
District Jullundur. : : 


26. Gurdit Singh 6/0 Puran Singh, V. Dlipur Guida, 
Tehsil Patti, District Amritsar (1933). 


27. Karam Singh 8/0 Duni Singh, V. Jhingar, Tehsil Nawanshehar, 
District Jullundur (8.4.1938). 
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Banta Singh 6/0 Isher Singh, V. Alowal, Tehsil Tarntaran, 
District Amritsar. 


Munsha Singh 6/0 Jhanmia Singh, V. Samrabwah, 
Teheil Phillaur, District Jullundar. 


Surain Singh, V. Kangmai, (Hoshiarpur). 


(H) The list of those who were executed in various cases 
of murders committed to avenge the Babbar murders and 
Bonour ! 


31. 


32. 


Bachan Singh, V. Loha Khera, District Ecangrur 
(190-41), 


Bachint Singh, V. Dhandoli, Tehsil Phagwara, 
District Kapurthala (191). 


Bhan Singh, V. Randhawa Masandan, Teh. and 
Distriet Jullundur (16.5 .1931). 


Gurdit Singh 6/0 Mangal Singh, V. Mandhali, 
Tehsil Mavanshehar, District Jullundur (10.8.1938) . 


Kartar Singh, 'Kirti', 6/0 Harnam Pingh V.Chak Kalan, 
Tehsil Nakodar, Distriet Jullundur (1 8.1 938). 


Labh Singh, V. Randhawa, Masandan, Tehsil and 


Badhu Singh 8/0 Tabba Singh, V. Sandhara 
Tehsil and District Hoshiarpur (16.5 01931) ° 


Udham Singh §/0 Tehal Singh, Sumam Singh (Sangrur) 
(31 7.198). : _ as 


(I) The following died in the judicial lock-up during trial: 


39. 
50. 
441. 
h2. 


43. 


Amer Singh 6/0 Sant Singh, V.Pindori Ni oe 
Teheil and District Jullundur (1.12.192 


Chattar Singh 8/0 Bhup Bingh, Y.Kandhola, Tehsil and 
District Jullundur (21.12.1993). 


Sunder Singh 5/0 Sobha Singh, V.Hayatpur, Tehsil 
Balachaur, District Hoshiarpur (13.12.1923) 


Waryam Singh 8/0 Narain Singh, V.Ket Fatuhi, Tehsil 
Garhshankar, Distriet Hoshiarpur (29.12.1928). 


Dhanna Singh, V.Khaira Majjah, District Kapurthala(1925) 
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bb, Sadhe Singh &/0 Narain Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran, 
Tehsil and District Jullundur (29.12.1924). 


(J) The following met their heroie ent in the police 


encounters! 
45, Ajaib Singh, V. Dakha, Tehsil Jagraon, 
District Ludhiana. | 


46. Fattan Singh, &/O Jawahar Singh, V. Rakiar 
Tehsil Balachaur, District Hoshiarpur (159.1932) » 


U ay & h &/0 Bhan & he V. Dhamia 
eenet Ps Peers epbine pas (1962). ™ 


(K) The following vere sentenced to death in the Kiratpur 
murder easet~ 


4S. Shamsher Singh, V. Moranwali, Tehsil Garhshanker, 
District Hoshiarpur. 


49. Harbans Singh S/O Khem Singh, V. Girhala Khurad 
sellane ab?+) Garhshankar, District Hoshiarpur. (3.4.1 Seb) . 
50. Nand Singh 8/0 Surjan Singh, V.Dhariwal 
Tehsil and District Kepar thaia (192%) . ‘ 
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ldie 
: ; anette ) | 
i Amar Singh a/o Natha Singh, V.Dhaliwal(Kapurthala) I1.S.Treop 
pensioner 
2 Amar Singh s/o Basant Singh, V.Rajoual (Hoshiarpur) 35 
3 Banta Singh s/o Jaimal Singh, V.Behbalpur i2 
(Hoshia:-pur) 
4 Batten Singh s/o Dewa Singh, V. Ganashpur (Hoshis rpur) 38 
5 B:ant Singh s/o Chanda Singh, V.Nangal Kalan 2/24 
(Hoshiarpur) 
6 Chattar Singh a/o Bhup Singh, V. Kandhola(Jullundur) 19 
7 Chajja Singh s/o Mihan Singh, V.Massanian(Jullundur) 293 
8 Chajja Singh a/o Ishar Singh, V.Chanthu (Hoshiarpur) 25 
9 Dalip Singh a/o Ishar Singh, Ve Dhamian (Hoshiarpur) $1 
10 Dhanna Singh a/o Nihal Singh, V. Sadhara(Hoshiarpur) 22 
Panjabi 
il Dharam Singh a/o Sobha Singh, V. Hayat Singh 31 
(Hoshiarpur) Lancern 
12 Oyuman Singh a/o Munshi Singh, V.Pindori Mahatman 72 
(Hoshiarpur) 
13 Ganga Singh s/o Hira Singh, V.Lihal (Guriiaspur) $2 
14 Hari Singh a/o Surjan Singh, V. Jassoewal (Hoshiarpur) 12 
is Harnam Singh s/o Ralla Singh, V.Garhi Canungoan $8 
(Hoshiarpur) | 
16 Kartar Singh #/o Surjan Singh, V. Gondpur (Hoshiarpur) 41 
17 Kartar Singh e/o Achhru, V.Musara Kanwan(Jullundur) 25 
Sikh 
18 Kishan Singh s/o Fateh Singh, V. Birring(Jullundur) hay 
19 Labh Singh a/o Suba Singh, V.Jassowal (Hoshiarpur) Burma 
20 Mann Singh #/o Hira Singh, V. Gobindpur (Guj jaranwala) $2 
21 Mohinier Singh a/o Labhu, V.Pinderi Gange Singh 47 
(Hoshiarpur) Sikhs 
Contd »« 
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APPENDIX 11 contd: 


22 Munsha Singh a/o Bsla Singh, V. Johal (Jullundur) 268 
23 Narain Singh s/o Dagaundha Singh, veChattiwind (amritsar) a 
S % 
24 Partap Singh s/o Lal Singh, V.Chhabilpur (Sialkot) 52 
25 Ram Singh a/o Lalu, V.Musara Kanwan (Jul lundur) tm 
Sikhs 


26 Santa Singh s/o Suba Singh, VsChhoti Herion (Luch iana) 54 
27 Sumier Singh a/o Sebha Singh, V. Hayatpur (Hoshiarpur) 32 
28 Surjan Singh #/o Hemir Singh, V. Hayatpur (Hoshiarpur) 32 
29 Surjan Singh g/o Suchet Singh, V. domeli (Kapurthela) 41 
30 Sardul Singh a/o Partap Singh, V.Burro Barrian(Héshiarpur) 29 
31 Thakur Singh s/o Gurmukh Singh, V.Rajowal (Hoshiarpur) 35 
32 Thakar Singh s/o Mayya Singh, V.Bharta (Hoshiarpur) 2/35 
33. Ucham Singh a/o Gurdit Singh, V.Jandu Singha (Jullu:idur) =" 
34 Udham Singh s/o Baieakha Singh, VeKaulgarh(Hoshiarpur) 22 
$5 U§sjegar Singh s/o Partap Singh, V. Bisrampur(Jullundur) 19 
36 Waryam Singh s/o Bhagwana , V.Musara Kanwan(Jullundur) 325 


i: Amar Singh a/o Ganda Singh, V.Kot Barre Khan 35 Sikhs 
(Guj jaranwala) | 
2 Anup Singh a/ Inder Singh, V.Manko (Jul lundur) 2/19 
Assa Singh s/o Ram Ditta, V.Phakrudd (Jullundur) 
| Artillery 
4 Banta Singh a/o Ghaneya Singh, V.Bopa Rai (Kapurthala) a , 
Panji 
Se Battan Singh a/o Harnam Singh, V.Pindori Nijjaran 35 
(Jullundur) Sikhs 
6 Chanda Singh s/o Chhaja Singh, V.Domeli (Kapurtha: a) 22 
Te Dhnanna Singh s/o Hakam Singh,V.Kotli Bawa Dass Pie 
| khe 
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10 
41 
12 
13 
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2 
36 
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Hazara Singh (elder) s/o Inder Singh, V .Munder(Jullundur) 


Hasara fingh (younger) s/o Ishar Singh, V.Munder 
Jullundur) 


Jawand Singh s/o Bela Eingh, V. Johal (Jullundur) 
Kirval Singh s/o Ramn Singh, V. Malakpur(Rawalpind1) 
Maluk Singh s/s Natha Singh, V.Plahi (Kapurthala) 
Mit Singh s/o Kharak Singh, V.Kishanpure (Jullundur) 
Ram Singh s/o Bhagwana, V. Musara Kanvan or Kalan or 


Babbaran(Jullundur) 
M eo 
Ajaib Singh, V. Dakha (Ludhiana) Kapurthala 
army 
Bachint Eingh, V. Dhandoli (Kapurtt:ala) Kapurthala 
army 
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3: 98 Ruerg AWE Hosa 34 pard , 1922 


aden wars 


CT fd wget er unfe on 

Wuew fog nedwt Set @ fag fda thus meee use ase at fa 
Sangrad 28 fava eat wat wa 2 , fan 23 33a fe¥ furs uw a whee 
nt ot D2 fuws ataen , fiw ata whe afefew wgnre uss ata AS 

18 werd us er fazed g2 ve ue Baeyrd 2 fer Ua at Ww 
Gu wna fa Ruz Sat, frat Gat gw ig ystt 2 ven fer 2 ters fed 
ss ay we 1 fate dauadgs wre ns , wee deze dd ta 
Raunrd ¢ a Aer 1 fan 83 23 wa 19218 2 funder wd flu se nds 
92 fasgara 22 a2 3° NI Erde er da Samra 3 4s faw 2 8 wee 
Gn wer ds S2 a2 frm er AS al gua fea et fuwa ad wt owfew | 
Gag ver 3 8 wage ao fa 1 Oe eta gow 2 fil’ fee wud Gs @ 
yoret , Vaaeed (awa) Yew faGfa wa ia wa ysa feo der aed ogy 
sa’ Wow vet Ae aug Be 2 ares Oe UH TR aes 4 ad wl iW 
gaueed Ba feu wud davet gwar) wit fuss as due) yea fee 
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fee equ zr four 3 Net Cad fees taerd 2 read flaw $e gwd 
frm aed ad neard ftw 3 g3 ty we fa 28 dows aaon 2 afefew 2 
Gaz mito us , whe | | 

fey a nya ty fade 8 flea d ofa wa ds ufen wa wad 32 
fal wectwe 2 was er nas ate we 21 ad ad van @ wed wa aw 
feY vat tom yd as 1 ge Raenrd tf gem ces se A faud yisn we 
wed 0 at Ne fal ote @ uae aed 2 

fa@fa wa gud By doers wenze Do ftw a wad fawore os wo uy 

«SF zed werd wren dw eye Saeed 3 efun & saw us fi fa fea 2 

yd Hearet aerat @ feat us ord adwt ws) Cag ear 2 Gua ae are wt 
waiw nz, wfeedamd § wlun daw de 2 ge wmze A 93 an uz 
at nae , fen se Baoprd MW AT aras §2 $2 a Ba sad ear wey 
ade aw fa v8 fros wey Lost u-fost @ We G3 an ae Rat 


wa wed , ys vod ad 19 wD fit myst 2 Ese us 1 Wt 
Re aes da need , yS? whe 2 wae 1 aa dd 3 feng mys fega 
fou a Re 2 hes fee whew wt Wne ae vel wa @ fega ot 


Qn wa fa w won Aea 


fags flu aatn, aasesd | 
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» uses ia Fas sAWeas o 
dated < ori} .45 ° 


Mat gecere ufoa ald & nara sey fusd sdaa (1922) few 
RHA wart us e8 vrad fitu aso 2 warat Haw sad om aed fea tars 
weit ate faw nt , fan fea daw woratwt o% fea dat at dae werd 
ant weed eo feas wt , fan fee fa SA 2 daa unfsw 2 & aaa sea 
sHee eousrsa do fw toy Gutag Nusrat fee Jats as ad wot 

gucere gg a ara 2 ted mt ftut 3 A weana wand eo aya dy 
az 3, €n F a § fare 3 faw a fa wd D2 fu fest fea afew 
wala ad ad alfa ae nae | ae fat ewe $ are ave guefew Are 
ug nfgwet ad’ su nad 1 us fan at ad fawet Be , 68 des pds “foe 
ad aa adi tae word’ sof ceased 2 fer fams a Be wfas tee 
us Reet ma vgs mize ofa fea te woo § fee wasers ad 1 fed 
faw nds & west aed few wae a: fea ot fey fa ae um went 
wd feed 3 ietwt great ars fut £ avera aes sd oiee e ypre a2 
wz , n Oat sd a gard er ares 3 | 

wind Bat § zaeere ag Bara opto 3 fife at add a 
Ret gueerer yfoa Ma sd fea a fit ds 4 fa Qutaz Rat a fstd a 


«ot ds fea 3 nad Yfa ge tte wotw 3 wud saret 2 saz 
gy ger Qua , faaw fa geverer gue sfas J ules o afer whe J 
3 wn aed ag a ara 2 Hee mt aegadw 2 we ged Vad, 3 wea 
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ry fea fitu ddut $ ates aa fase at a fed at as , at 05 
2 urdva fswed AD at a, Ord Oud Gat (sat 2 alee aes & 
fumes ator Be | 

A wad Ja 3 fe wetw 2 , fast 2 wae o fue se ge At, 
aa ae 3 atid ald 6a os aved ted 31 feo ds Cat ust me 
avd ? fa rB yptast wo D wz at Oy f nae om wfor Ge ds Ot 


fea tae nye dxsr Jfafen wag ws , gus , WN wa, 
guz 3 ug, iit aaah yall al aie ea aca 
Joa woret um gaa asd 3 fa Ga naw 3 utd 2 fag ars ares 
ws , fava fa west dwt verfest fea aie 
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Sas awaers wt 


Rat aeeere yfu ala 
(Ases ald W TygRe 1922-1939) 
Gesaes sefn fiw fea) 
fou ffzon Gn festa , wart wen , Signe 
Baz 4:3 
gous 2: 7 
pwd d cones on niet waz anes fite a % ay fsfue soar dy 
aa A Aw Ast os un Mewes 
Yerd geewe yfoa ald un des Yo owe Ya ade as fa ced 2 
asst mfct ad sty wrctwe 8 ege 107, 109, 190 fea fen fead ars sfwer | 
w fay ofa geewa pure Suda § gefsw we we fen Ja St und BR fesat 
int ¥ ta 3 fa ad Cust worstet § Ht ouafaw w few 3A ge a ag a ara 
ndot de oY Ee a wd ox 1 3 ataen feleee fades ws 5d a2 Rs 5t 
$ at ateaxre ae fsw faw 21 fen sd Ret geewe ufos mld aa fderge 
Da ad dew fees ya¥ fea Hadas and fen Js od da sd and 2 fa 
gwad det afegaaet or geewer gue FW wie afze 2 aese os a du 0) 
as @ Ret aseewer yfoa ala ge ae der add 3 fa ahd | 
ntat $ ty a ass aes wisw 3 ead fle se nus vaorea med 2 3 
fut £ wn asd gegwe ufoa maw § 3 wart afant § ad Be os ea 
aad 3 fa wuer nrar ote fen ds wd az fa fiw 2 wita vase what unt 


fasgs We tuz 3 wind ay aes eis 8 fad fam ad nofew @ dz | 
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